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WAR AND THE SHOW BIZ 


Vaude Revival, If Any, Will See 
No Act Shortage, Except Comedy 





JESSE LASKY’ 5 
RADIO-FILM 
IDEA *. 


Detroit, Sept. 20. 

Making a survey of cinema and}! 
radio industries, Jesse Lasky gave 
situash the 0.0. last week in Detroit. | 
‘We are trying to find means in|} 
which the two industries can func- | 
tion to the greater advantage of each 
other,’ film producer declared. Lasky 
also revealed he’d soon make debut | 
as_a radio master of ceremonies. 
Several agencies and sponsors are | 
figuring the angles of a new radio | 
program idea which Jesse L. Lasky 











brought to New York recently. 
Scheme has a definite and logical 
tie-in with a major film release, 


without involving the picture end in 
the advertising values of the airings. 

Lasky during his long association 
with Paramount made frequent m.c. | 
appearances at film functions, but 
heretofore has declined numerous of- 
fers to speak regularly over the radio. 
His new plans satisfy his former ob- 
jections that films seldom profiied by 
the use of picture taient for com- 
mercial advertising. Announcement 
of his air program probably will be 
made within a few weeks from the} 
Coast. 


U. S. Pix Get No Chitl 
In Iceland; Snack Bar 
Between 2d aad 3d Reels 


Reykjavik, Iceland, Sept. 1. 
Most profitable aspects of the two | 
motion picture theatres here are the | 
restaurants operated in conjunction | 
with the shows. The cafe is located | 
in the balcony at the Gamla Bio, | 
largest house of the pair, which has | 
600 seats. Reason for eatery popu- 
arity is that the intermissions ae 10 
minutes or longer are part of 
theatre operation, being spotted ba 
place after the second or third reel | 
and often right in the middle of the | 
picture’s most exciting moments. 
Peter Peterson, manager of the 
Gamla, believes that the middle of 
a feature is the most suitable time 
for an intermission. They give time 
out for soft drinks, beer, sandwiches 
and pastry. Both he and Georg 
Jensson, manager of the. other house, 
admit that American stars are the 
real box office favorites in this com- 
munity of about 35,000. Exception to 
(Continued on page 41) 


Maestro to Prof 


Atlanta, Sept. 20. 
Enrico Leide, conductor of Cap- 
itol (Atlanta’s only vaudfilmer) the- 
atre’s house band, has been named; 
associate professor of Italian 1, 

















Maestro, a native of Italy, 1 
Studied physics under Marconi and 
literature under D’Annunzio, 


DIP IN HWOOD 


l'ening up on _ filmusicals. 


| its sunshine and Hollywood contracts 


So AMEXCO’S 2,000,000 BUY, 


‘tion of the globe. 





Annual Grid Seance 


VARIETY’s annual seance on 
the collegiate grid sked gets 
under way this week—but out 
on a much longer limb than 
usual. This year one of the 
muggs goes into huddle with 
himself on the winners (?), 
rather than a _ guest-psychic, 
and the panic is on for the 
box-score keeper, 

Paper's crystal-gazer isn’t do- 
ing things in a half-way mea- 
sure, stepping in with both feet 





at once. He’s cnalyzing the na- 
tional grid map this week, as 
well as drawing out of a skim- 
mer his selections for the Sept. 
24-games,; which mark the foot- 





ball season’s debut. 

The prognostications (but don’t 
bet on ’em) this week are on 
page 55. 








} 
| 





MUSICALS AID 
TO BWAY 


Broadway’s iegit musical produc- 
tion renaissance is deemed to be the 
inevitable result of Hollywood tight- 
This is 
sending the cream of the crop of mu- 
sical artificers back to Broadway. 

Not only tunesmiths but librettists, 
stagers, dance producers and others 
are converging back on Broadway as 
the chief outlet of their creative ex-, 
pression. Some are still lingering 
west, held by the climate and the lure 








of that fancy coin—not to mention ex- 
isting contracts—but unless ‘he Hol. | 
lywood studios do an about-face on | 


| filmusicals, they must’trek back east. | 


Already, the usual: Broadway die- 
| hard stuff is being heard along New 
York’s rialto that the Coast can have 


—until the next film gold rush starts. 





TOP TICKET DEAL EVER 


Grover Whalen has been dubbed | 
America’s ace salesman by Presi- | 
dent Roosevelt. Head of New York | 








,World’s Fair personally sold the} 
American Express -Co. 2,000,000 | 
tickets at 75c. for the exposition | 


opening next year, with no discount | 
allowed. It is credited with being | 
the largest single ticket sale ever | 
put over. 

Big salesmanship job was accom- | 


| plished by making American Express | 


the official national information | 
bureau of the fair. If the company | 
needs any more tickets, under'stand- | 
ing is that a discount, possibly of | 


| 25° will be allowed. | 


American Express operates prob- | 
ably the biggest tourist agency in, 
the world, with offices in every sec- | 
Makes New York | 
fair tickets available to potential vis- 
itors whenever they obtain traveling 
checks and prepare to sail for USS. | 
for the exposition. 


The 


‘SHOWMEN Ml 


LL 
POGoIBLE EFFECT 


London’s West End Grosses 
Already Shot—New 
-York’s World Fair in 1939 
Looks Ahead—Ditto Tin 
Pan Alley 


RADIO’S TOP JOB - 





While the European powers are | 


impresarioing the greatest political 
show of the 20th century, show busi- 
ness is masterminding the what's 
what and how-come of its own wel- 
fare. Engaged in a business of mak- 
ing people forget their everyday 
cares, whenever nations’ create 
grave fears of potential tragedies 
any endeavors for the lighter side of 
life go awry. 

The brightest ray came yesterday 
afternoon with the Czechs’ official 
announcement it would continue its 
policy of ‘conciliation,’ meaning the 
probable averting of war. 

As-the cable herewith from Lon- 
don indicates, already it’s having its 
effect at the b.o. Similar reports 
have been coming in from Paris. The 
central European capitals as world 
amusement centers have been dis- 
counted for monihs, because. of 
their regimented mode of life, politi- 
co as well as amusement-seeking,. 

The New York World’s Fair looks 
ahead to what a central power flare- 
up might mean to America’s own 
1939 show. 


Radio meantime hac stepped in 
with consummate skill and utmost 
|efficiency and proficiency to bring to 
America up-to-the-minute dispatches 
from Prague, Berlin, London and 
Paris, with intermittent stops at 
other key c‘ties in Europe. The ex- 
pert manner in which both of the 
major networks, alon with Mutual, 
have been handling the radio job 


(Continued on page 23) 





Rain Proved a Heavy 
B.0. Deater All Summer 


Inclement weather has resulted in 
enormous losses to open air attrac- 
tions during the summer, the esti- 
mated amount reaching $10,000.000. 
latest washout due to Jupe 
Pluve is the tennis tourney at Forest 
| Hills, forcing the postponement of 
most’ matches over the weekend. 
Games re-scheduled for Monday (19) 
were again put over. 

Included in the attractions which 
were rained out were many baseball 
games, the beaches, and the operet- 
tas at Jones Beach and Randall's Is- 
land. Latter shows were withdrawn 
after one solid week of rain. During | 
July there were only three days en- | 
| tirely clear of rainfall, and any num- 
ber of weekends from May on were. 


| spoiled by the weather. 


| accident policy for $200,000. 











Adolf Takes the Rap 


Ocean Park, Cal., Sept. 20. 

Biz hadn’t been so good for 
the operator of the African 
dodger trick until he had an 
idea. Substituting Hitler’s kiss- 
er for the usual darky ‘a the 
canvas opening, he’s now dish- 
ing up balls as fast as they can 
be scooped up. 

Noticeable in the nightly line- 
up are many from Hollywood’s 
picture colony. 


STAGE RELIEFS: 
FAIR PREVIEW 
BENEFIT 














In conjunction with outside pro- 
moters, the New York World's Fair 
will stage an all-day jamboree Oct. 
16 for the benefit of the Stage Re- 
lief fund. It will be the last time 
the Fair grounds or any part of it 


will be opened to the public until its | 


official debut next April. 

Strictly a money-making proposi- 
tion and ballyhoo for the Fair, it’s 
expected that the names of various 
stars who have promised to take 
part, if they are in the vicinity, will 
draw from 30,000 to 100,000 and bol- 
ster the bank account of the Stage 
Relief Fund. Idea is to present a 
carnival and all the hoopla that goes 
with it in the afternoon and a revue 

(Continued on page 54) 


EAT-AT-THE-THEATRE, 
EARL CARROLL’S BALLY 


Earl Carroll returned to the Coast 
last week after making preliminary 
contracts for the outfitting of his 
theatre-restaurant being built at an 
estimated cost of $500,000 in Holly- 
wood, the premiere being dated for 
Christmas night. He will plane back 
to New York next month, having 
scheduled visits to the metropolis 
every three weeks. Most of the| 
equipment and outfitting will be de- | 
signed and made in New York, 

Showman designed a novel sign for 
the spot and has applied for patent 
rights. Sign will read Earl Carroll 
Theatre, with the tungsten play on 
the letters of the last word. Sign 
will flash various combinations of 
‘theatre’ and it will be made to read 
‘eat at the theatre.’ Carroll will se- 
lect one-third of the girls to be used 
in the floor show from this end, the 
others being engaged in Hollywood. 

As a protective measure, during 
| his visit east, Carroll took out a life 
insurance policy for $225,000 and an 











| Madigan 
| plans. 


Major pessimistic note among the- 
atre operators in the current ‘vaude 
revival’ talk is the possible lack of 
sufficient talent, new and standard, 
to go around. However, an analysis 
of the New York agents’ blackbooks, 
plus a survey of the vaude bookers 
to whom talent is being submitted 
daily, disproves their fears. 

Only possible shortage would come 
via a sudden return of stage shows 
to their peak of 10 and 12 years ago. 
This, though, is deemed impossible. 
For a moderate comeback, meaning 
perhaps one-third the playing time 
in existence prior to vaude’s decline, 
there is sufficient material to cover 
the demand. 

Boom of the nitery biz since pro- 
hibition passed out in 1932, plus tal- 
ent culled from radio and the screen, 
has. padded out the agents’ talent 
lists to sizeable proportions. An- 
other facvor in swelling the stage- 
talent ranks—and this stems directly 
from radio—is the large number of 
pop orchestras now available for 
stage appearances. 

Practically extinct, however, is the 
strictly vaude headliner. But the 
great number of name and semi- 
name bands, highly salable to the 
public because of extensive radio 
plugging, offsets this shortage. Aug- 
menting the bands for marquee lure 

(Continued on page 54) 


Capra’s 1006 Per 
Pic, Plus Bonuses, 
Top Director Coin 


Sisliviasil Sept. 20. 

Frank Capra is the highest paid 
picture director, according to sta- 
tistics furnished the National Labor 
Relations Board. He draws $100,000 
for each of three pictures, plus two 
bonuses of $50,000 each and 25% of 
the profits. 


Leo McCarey gets $100,000 a pic- 
ture; Rouben Mamoulian, $50,000 a 
picture, and Edward Griffith $5,000 
a week, 


Talk Fordham-St. Mary’s 
Game During S. F. Fair 


One of football's bloodiest battles, 
the Fordham-St. Mary’s game, may 
go to San Francisco Fair for the tag 
end in November, 1939. Figuring on 
the crowds attending the Fair, the 
California school would present the 
game under possible’ charitable 
auspices for a big gate. 


Slip Madigan, coach of St. Mary’s, 
is dickering with Fordham to take 
the gridders west for Fair which 
starts early in 1939, running concure 
rently with the New York World’s 
Fair. 
west, and the regular sked for an 
eastern game is already made up. 
is trying ft» alter these 
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With Tongue in Cheek and Eye On 
The Furnishings, H wood Fetes Legion 





By GEORGE E. PHAIR 
Hollywood, Sept. 20. 


| wood Vine street eatery. 


tures from the walls of the Holly- 
Drawings 


Hollywood welcomed the Ameri- are those of picture notables and 


can Legion into the parlor and 
stored the bric-a-brac in the cellar 


stars, a fixture at the Derby that 


,has been eye-feasted by tourists for 


for the duration of the war, play- | years. 


fully called a convention. 

Accustomed to A productions, the 
home of the film industry enter- 
tained its first gathering of World 
War veterans in a colossal way, at 
the same time keeping a 


niture. When 100,000 middle-aged 


boys get talking about the old days | 


overseas, it is only natural to mis- 
take household utensils for hand 
grenades and act accordingly. 

The studios solved the bulk of the 
problem by delegating Warners as 
the official convention host, so the 
Burbank execs went about the job 
as if they were producing a super- 
gigantic film. They made arrange- 
ments for 35,000 visitors; they tossed 
a luncheon for 200 Legionnaire offi- 
cials; they increased the studio po- 
lice force and reinforced it with 150 


Legion M.P.’s, and they spent Mon- | 


day (19) afternoon from 1-5 show- 
ing the boys and girls how pictures 
are made, 

Other studios took precautions to 
fend off stray gate crashers. Para- 
mount, most vulnerable because of 
its location, hired 50 special cops to 
man its gates. United Artists board- 
ed up all but one gate and doubled 
its guard. At 20th-Fox, 
town, no special guards were hired, 
but the police worked in three shifts 
on the three entrances. Similar pre- 
cautions were taken along the line, 
not in a spirit of unfriendliness, but 
because visitors disript the produc- 
tion schedules and cost plenty. 

Studios on Their Own 

The picture makers had to resort 
tc self-protection because they were 
notified that the Los Angeles police 
would be kept downtown to handle 
the big crowds. The idea was that 
the studios were to protect them- 
selves in the clinches and, in case of 
dire necessity, send in a hurry call 
to the Legion headquarters, where 


squad cars loaded with M.P.’s. were | 


on the job night and day, The mili- 
tary police did not wear armbands, 
but were deputized and had author- 
ity to make arrests. 

Night clubs in Hollywood had 
their own problems and handled 
them in their own way, chiefly along 
safety-first lines. 

Acting on the theory that ‘any- 


thing that hangs can be thrown,’ 


Bob Cobb, Brown Derby headman, 
ordered down the framed carica- 
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weather | 
eye out for the safety of the fur- | 


far from | 





| Vaudeville 








Nitery operators, while primed for 
the big kill, took every precaution 
| against vandalism and more violent 
form: of celebrating. Big muscled 
;bov:cers were posted at the doors 
and others expert at the ‘flying 


at a premium wage. 


clusive club’ dodge to palm off the 
war vets without offending them. 
Others quickly followed suit to hold 
their picture trade through the con- 
/vention. Film crowd was none too 
‘anxious to tie in with the Legion 
in their nocturnal maraudings, fear- 
ling that their connection with any 
/brawl might impair reps and fol- 
lowings. Most of the town’s spend- 
iers are laying low for the duration 
of the meet to avoid any unpleas- 
antries. 

The French Casino adjoining the 
| Hollywood Legion had. an outdoor 
bar, crap tables, etc., but the Provost 
closed them down Sunday night. 
| However, the boys took a chance and 
|opened up again but the San Ber- 
|nardino Post, some of whose mem- 
|bers had lost coin there, drove a 
| fire-engine over the sidewalk and 
| just knocked the joint down com- 
pletely. 

Sleep It Off at Coliseum 

General hilarity downtown was 
handled in. a big way, with the Coli- 
|seum drafted into service as a tem- 
|porary hospital for visitors who had 
| been overcome with festivity. Spe- 
| cial details of Legionnaires were sta- 
|tioned at all the hotels with instruc- 
tions to rush over-zealous celebrants 
| to the Coliseum and keep them there 
j until their ebullient spirits subsided. 
The structure seats 105,000 in addi- 
| tion te a football field, so there was 
iplenty of room. 
| The town was decorated like a $2,- 
| 000,000 costume picture, and there 
| were all manner of fly-by-night ex- 
‘hibitions to snare stray dimes. 
There were no horse races in town, 
| the steeds having moved away until 
\the opening of the winter season, 
| but a hound track opened in Culver 


|City on the theory that a certain | 


percentage of every convention goes 
| to the dogs. 

Paramount forced the issue with 
Fanchon & Marco at the local Para- 
jmount theatre by insisting that 
| house pull its booking of ‘Sing You 
'Sinners’ and instead screen studio's 
| ‘Sons of the Legion’ during conven- 
tion week. Studio execs, by virtue 
/of first run product deal with the 
|theatre, virtually took possession of 
‘the house, installing Martha Raye 
| and the Stroud Twins to top the 
regular stage unit, and having top 
name players from its roster make 
_ personals nightly during the week. 
A special “Legion show was staged 
Saturday night. Biz, however, de- 
spite this special tieup, is quite 
mediocre. 

| Other downtown first runs made 
no special convention arrangements, 
except that all of them staged owl 
,shows Saturday to grab off late 
celebrants. Several houses staged 
phoney previews Saturday and Mon- 
day nights. 





Other Studies Join Hosting 

Hoitywood, Sept. 20. 
| The Legion started taking the rest 
of the town over by storm. Although 
| Warners was the only ‘official’ stu- 
, dio supposedly to welcome the Le- 
gion others all chimed in. After War- 
/ners’ luncheon, the company opened 
the lot to all Legionnaires, having 
48,000 on the day, with no casualties 
or turmoil. 
| Paramount entertained at luncheon 
about 150 eastern Legion officials, 
_ while 20th-Fox entertained another 
group. tudios had individual Le- 
| goinnaires with letters from exhibi- 
tors, etc.. who were taken care of, 
| despite the fact that the bars were 
_allegedly up for sight-seeing parties 
this week. 

Parade of bands and the 40-8 out- 
| fit virtually tied the town up since 
Saturday night. Boys repeated their 
|New York pranks with a few new 
jones. The gals in town having no 
| business in the downtewn area 
stayed away, especially at night. 
|Some of the femmes have been 
| grabbed, put into cages mounted on 
) trucks, and ridden. around town, 


_ others have been grabbed and put 
(Continued on page 47) 











PICTURES _ 


J.L. WARNER CANCELS TRIP 


Sam E. Morris Going Over for Lon- 
don Preem 








Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Heavy production schedule caused 
Jack L. Warner to cance] his trip 
to London for the opening of the 
new Warner theatre, 

Original plan was to attend the 
London preem of ‘Robin Hood’ early 
in October. P 

Warner goes east in a couple of 


| weeks, however, to see the Broad- 


way plays, etc. 


Sam FE. Morris, v-p of Warner | 


Bros. in charge of foreign sales, sails 


wedge’ were being pressed into Cuty for Europe today (Wednesday). He 


will attend opening of new Warner 


One night spot threw up the ‘ex- | theatre in Leicester Square, London, 
on Oct. 12. This was to have been 


the occasion for J. 
sailing. 

While in Europe, Morris will call 
a one-day meeting of all Warner 
foreign managers in Paris. Date has 
not yet been set. 


Life of Shirley 
Temple Film By 
GN; 20th Beefs 


Twentieth-Fox is protesting the as- 
serted plan of New Grand National, 
recently acquired by E. W. Ham- 
mons and associates, to do a feature 
entitled ‘The Life of Shirley Temple’ 
and if not ‘called off will probably 
seek an_ injunction. Hammons, 
through his Educational company, 
controls several old shorts in which 
the 20th-Fox moppet appeared, plan 
being for their inclusion in the 
projected feature. 

GN’s 1938-39 program, under con- 
trol of Hammons, is expected to be 
officially announced any day. A few 
additions to the payroll in sales have 
been made pending more complete 
organization of the staff following re- 
turn to New York in week or so of 
Eddie Alperson. Exchange in New 
York is the only remnant of GN that 
has continued functioning under 77B. 
It’s in charge of Sol Edwards, 


L. Warner's 











Organize on Coast 


To Curb Minority 
Attacks on Pictures 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Freedom of the Screen Committee 
opened offices here as a branch of 
the Associated Film Audiences of 
New York, which recently put on a 
campaign in support of Walter Wan- 
ger’s ‘Blockade.’ Object is to pro- 
tect the screen against attacks from 
‘organized minority pressure.’ 

Local committee consists of 10 
organizations representing labor, 
church, fraternal and peace groups, 
and the film industry. Representing 
pictures are Fritz Lang, John Crom- 
well, William Dieterle, John Ford, 
Herbert Biberman, Sheridan Gibney, 
Dwight Taylor and Anthony Veiller. 


SAILINGS 


Sept. 24 (London to New York), 
Rio Bros. (Paris). 

Sept. 21 (New York to London), 
John W. Hicks, Jr. (Washington). 

Sept. 21 (New York to London), 
Ken Asprey, George Dean, Mr. and 
Mrs. A. W. Jarratt, Sam E,: Morris, 
Lily Cahill (Queen Mary). 

Sept. 17 (New York to Panama), 
Robert Hawkinson (City of Los An- 
geles). 

Sept. 17 (New York to Havana), 
Ned S. Seckler (Oriente). 

Sept. 16 (New York to Curacao), 
Charles A. Morla (Santa Rosa). 

Sept. 16 (New York to London), 
Hugo Kolberg, Paul Drawer, Ruggiero 
Ricci, Mme. Verowa (Europa). 

Sept. 15 (New York to Copen- 
hagen), Osa Massen (Pilsudski). 

Sept. 14 (New York to London), 
Allyn Butterfield (Normandie), 


ARRIVALS 


Harold Young, Paul S. Shinkman, 
Gertrude Michael, Sergei J. Denham, 
Philip Merivale, Muriel Angelus, 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Landry, Mr. 
and Mrs. Clifford C. Fischer, Eddie 
Lewis, Stanley Klein, London Casino 
Revue, Lewis Allen, Lew. Lehr, Ben 
Thau, Sidney Chaplin, Bert Wheeler, 
Dick Henry, George Givot, David 
Sarnoff. 
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H. M. Warner Condemns All Isms 





communism at industry, 


‘They lie when they say it. 


our accusers to preve this industry 


known as a man who calls spade a 
you may observe, we must all be 





Challenging traducers and critics of Hollywoed to prove their ‘cheap 
accusations’ that communism is rampant in film colony, Harry M. 
Warner, in an address to the American Legion's officers at the studio 
luncheon Monday (19), bespoke the faith Hollywood is keeping with 
American ideals because ‘they have brought peace and happiness to 
us when nearly al! the rest of the world is miserable and afraid.’ 

After praising the Legion as a ‘bulwark of true Americanism,’ War- 
ner lashed out at dictators and those who have leveled charges of 


‘Certain bigots representing malcontents who want to ruin what 
they cannot rule whisper that Hollywood is run by isms,’ he intoned. 
Let them show us the slightest proof. 
You may have heard communism is rampant in the picture industry. 
I tell you that this industry has no sympathy with communism, 
fascism, nazism or any ism, other than Americanism. We collectively 
and as individual studios are doing much, all we can do in fact, to 
teach the principles of true democracy to the outside world. 


‘We have no need for regimented thinking in this country. 
need no dictators to rule our private lives. 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 


I defy 
is run by isms, 

We 
Within the industry I am 
spade. I tell you, whatever faith 
Americans first, last and always.’ 








Like Equity East, Screen Actors 
Guild Will License Pix Agents 





ROWLAND EXEC PROD. | 
AIDE TO EDW. SMALL 





Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Richard Rowland yesterday (Mon- 
day) joined Edward Small Produc- 
tions as executive aide to Small. He 
has been in pictures for 33 years, 
being at one time First National 
topper. For the past six months he 
was associated with the William 
Morris agency, and prior to that on 
the production staff at RKO. 

Small has moved his production | 
unit into the quarters formerly oc- 
cupied by the Harry Sherman out- 
fit at General Service studio, which 
has been revamped. Sherman and 
his western unit moved into the for- 
mer writers’ building. 

J. J. Milstein leaves for New York | 
next week as eastern representative | 
for Small. For 12 years Milstein 
was in charge of Metro sales in Los 
Angeles, later joining Republic as 
v.p. in charge of sales. 


Goetz Back to England 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
Ben Goetz is heading back to Lon- 
don next week where he heads pro- 
duction for Metro. 
He’s lining up a supporting cast 
for Robert Donat’s ‘Goodbye Mr. 
Chips.’ 














Ben Thau, 0.0.ing London produc- 
tion for Metro, got back late Monday 
night (19). 


Kent’s Coast Visit 

Sid Kent trained out for the Coast 
Saturday (17) for his first round of 
conferences and inspection at the 
studio since last spring. Charlie 
McCarthy accompanied him. 

He will probably remain on the 
Coast two or three weeks. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Kenny Baker, 
Judy Canova. 

Ted Carr. 

Frank Chapman. 
Lynn Farnol. 

Jane Froman. 
James R. Grainger. 
Morris Helprin, 
George Jesse]. 

S. R. Kent, 

Bill McCaffrey. 

A. H. McCausland. 
Graham McNamee. 
Isa Miranda. 

Lynn Overman. 
Sabu. ° 

Norma Talmadge. 








'drastic change with provision 








Ben Thau. 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
Agents will be licensed by the 
Screen Actors Guild if a plan under 
way and approved by SAG mem- 
bership is ratified. Amendment to 
by-laws directs copies of all player 
contracts to be filed by Nov. 15. 
Another r@olution adopted at the 
meeting held Sept. 18 makes it com- 
pulsory for* members to contribute 
44 of 1% of their picture earnings to 
the Motion Picture Relief Fund, 
Members must file within one 
week any contract entered into with 


i'an agent on pain of being charged 


with conduct unbecoming a Guild 
member. 

Proposed regulation will be 
worked out at an early meeting of 
the Guild and agents with the meas- 
ure retroactive as percenters would 
have to agree to regulations on con- 
tracts now in force to be licensed 
for future handling of clients. 

Cancellation clause is due for a 
for 
actors to cancel unless provided at 
least 18 days’ work in four months. 
Under current arrangement actors 
may break with agents if unem- 
ployed for three months. Regulation 
also provides for arbitration of dis- 
putes between actors and agents. 

No mention in the new regula- 
tions of any reduction in the 10% 
commission. Plan is similar to 
Equity’s in assuming control of 
agents handling legit bookings. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Gracie Allen. 
Maxwell Arnow. 
Alexander Asro, 
George N. Burns. 
Pat Casey, 

Ernest Charles, 
Frances Dee, 

Ellen Drew. 
Lawrence Fox, 
Luella Gear, 
Fernand Gravet. 
Claude P. Greneker, 
Leland Hayward, 
George Hirliman, 
Sidney Howard, 
Clarence Jacobson. 
Kaye Lawson, 
Richard Manson, 
Louis B. Mayer. 
Joel McCrea. 
James McGuinness, 
John P. Medbury. 
Robert Montgomery. 
Frank Orsatti. 
Dorothy Parker. 
Mr. and Mrs. Basil Rathbone. 
Irene Rich. 
Jérome Safron, 
Lou Smith. 

Helen Twelvetrees, 
Helen Westley. 
Eleanore Whitney. 
Collier Young. 
Felix Young. 








Other News 


of Interest to Films 
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1938-9 SELLING STEADY 


UA Partners Due East Shortly: “SOME 1 Mors NOT RCA’s Sarnoff Back, RKO's Reorg 
Augurs Election of Company Prez) payin ARO] |T Plan Heads for an Early Accord 
































‘ inate 

Advices from the Coast are that Natural Beaut | ge Daylite Time Ends David Sarnoff having returned 
Alexander Korda returns to New i 'Battles on Percentage, Per from abroad, it is expected that ne- 
York from the Coast next week. : : : | : i Aa eee gotiations between Atlas (Floyd Od- 
Alco, that Gimmel Goldwyn may Hollywood, Sept. 20. Usual — Selling Waxes Daylight saving, which al- lum) and RCA will be resumed rela- 


Shirley Temple has _ that 


come east with Korda. Douglas Hot ’n’ Cold, but Aver- ways hurts theatres during the tive to Atlas’ taking up its option 











; schoolgirl complexion, ‘just the summer, comes to an end Sun - a TRE: ae” Rem Se 
airbanks sails for New York from ; ; < ; : ° . an on RCA’s remaining holdings in 
pe on Sept. 28. Mary Pickford papain as Technicolor, without aging Well |} day (25). It a force t-is RKO, and a friendly settlement of 
is read ast. There is no word are pe |} year in a majority of the 48 the situation is expected. 
—Rngy «Fm Chaplin, but it is After testing her both ways || states. It is presumed that in any event 
r ; s ° ‘ : : ’ | . ° Ate . - . 
learned from London, additionally, wal 9 oa ay a try ore SEE NO BIG RUSH | Went into effect end of April, until the entire RCA equity is ta'en, 
that Oscar Deutsch, head of the naturel |} as usual. or depending on conditions to be de- 
Odeon Circuit, in which UA holds —_ termined by the parties. that RCA 














will obtain effective representation 


a partnership, may be in America Some major producer-distributors | ° t] rn b 
i ° P ° . | oO aw 4 . 
about the same time as the others, e are adopting a policy of secrecy with | ina oe. nee Se KO company ‘ oard, 
which means during the first week ir mi S ‘ acti ‘dened aie | i i f a upon reorganization of that firm. — 
of October, or thereabouts. respect to contracts closed with at- The reorganization is progressing 
Whether by coincidence or other- counts this year, notably Paramount, | harmoniously and the company’s sit- 


wise, this will be the first time that | ° 9 Metro and 20th Century-Fox, though | ‘ ? | uation, under Leo Spiiz, is showing 

all, or as many of the U.A. share- | Phill S Just As last-mentioned is releasing figures | 0 Gar eX | extraordinary improvement. It is 

holders will have been east at the y which would show the percentage of | expected that when the svecial mas- 
sales as against last year at this time. T . Di 


| ter’s report on the firm’s reorzani- 
As against this policy, not ex: | 


P 2 . | zation plan comes up before Federal 
N - ac in plained, Warner Bros., RKO, United 
erve Artists, Republic, Monogram and Co- 








same time. | 
The partners may figure the occa- 
} 


Judge William O. Bondy Efept. 29 


sion worthy of advancing their | : : 
there will be an overwhelming fa- 


scheduled shareholders’ meeting 


from November a month or so, in| lumbia are trying to take credit in | by Soe vorable expression for the plan from 

order to clear up the presidency of | —_—— print for the various important chain | creditors, 

UA ; : deals they are setting on the 1938-39 | London, Sept. 20. _ Present indications are that there 
Presumably the prez will be Philadelpkia, Sept. 20. | product. Their attitude seems to be | is a preponderance of creditor s2nti- 


Maurice Silverstone, present general | Merritt Hulburd, Philadelphian! that this represents justifiable pub- | Saul H. Bornstein is pensrerins ment in favor of the plan. 
manager ‘of the Arm. Only by unani- | Who quit a $1,250 a week job with | licity, there being no reason for not with Bert Feldman this after- 


. | Sam Goldwyn not quite a year ago| talking about sales made. | noon. Aithough no decision has ’ 

s V ] a | : n 5 7 

i yr Pea pretingg —-notatrme “he to resume the associate editorship of Before leaving for the Coast | been reached thus far, the prob- BROWN § PROD. STA i US: 
came iaesaidaah. 66 United Artists | the Saturday Evening Post at $300,| Thursday (15), James R. Grainger | ability is that there will be an ? 


Probab! Iso, that George J j Seeause Hollywood is ‘too nerve-| stated Republic has closed more con-| amicable settlement before ‘Al- WM KOENIG CHECKS IN 
inaraprs enwres , | racking,’ is going back. Hulburd ad-/| tracts for 1938-39 at this time of the! exander’ opens Sept. 30. Radio x ; . , 
Schaefer's new five-year contract | 


ite a ~ ecotiatine 7} 7 7er "e an at Pt a | ’ s $ e “. 
as head of UA distribution will be | mits he has been negotiating with | year than ever before and that deal version is being broadcast to 
cleared by that ‘ime. 


David O. Selznick to return to the! call for better representation in keys night (Tues.) on national hook- Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
MORRIS AGENCY TAKES 
UA SITE IN BEVHILLS | 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. | 

William Morris agency leased Uni- | 
ted Artists building in Beverly Hills | 
and will move in Dec. 1 after adding | 
a second story, providing 2,100 more | 
square feet of floor space. 

Structure was built two years ago 
and served as the UA headquarters 
until last July, when the executive 
staff moved to New York. Present 
Morris offices are in the Sunset s‘rip. 











Shift of Harry Joe Brown from 
executive producer to associate pro. 
| ducer was disclosed in monthly re- 
| vision of the 20th-Fox contract list. 
; Currently Brown is preparing ‘Tail 
Soin,” slated to start Sent. 26, and 
‘Thanks for Everything,’ set to go 
Oct. 3. 

William Koenig has moved in at 
“0th-Fox as general production man- 
aver after abrogating his contract at 
| Miatro. L. McFadden, who has been 
holding down the berth since resig- 
nation five months ago of Ed Ebele, 
Coast as a producer, but no contract | and with circuits than company has| up; another big radie ballyhoo | remains as chief aide to Koenig. 
has yet been inked. There are no| enjoyed in the past. is set for Sept. 23. Koenig performed the same duties at 
hitches and he probably will be back One of the latest RKO contracts —_—— Warners when Dorryl Zanuck was 
in Hollywood by Nov. 1. It is re-|of importance has been sewed up London. Sent. 20 production heard there. ’ 
ported that he will get $1,750 a week | with the Frisina chain in the St. "Bornstein, |< constance Bennett completes the 

New. York headquarters of the | fom Selznick-International. - | Louis territory, which takes the en- sng Ricotta ae ws Bornstein, | quartet of femme fliers in “Tail Spin.” 
Morris agency in the RKO building| Wher he quit Goldwyn, Hulburd | tire features and shorts lineup for a/ general manager of Berlin, Inc., and | Others are Alice Faye. Nancy Kelly 
(Radio City). have been enlarged, | still had a contract to run until 1941. total of . asniahions, ie Illinois, Mis-| Francis Gilbert, their attorney, ar- rtp — Becton Prete Boes be- 
too, with another quarter of a floor | In obtaining his release, he agreed RKO pes “geo : os rages & rived here yesterday (Monday) on a Dei hith Aieuitas ee Tw 
augmenting the agency's present| to remain out of pictures during that branch manager at St. Louis, quick trip to consult with Bert Feld- 5: 
half-floor of offices. Idea is for more | period or return to the Goldwyn lot. negotiated the deal himself. 


" . , Additional RKO deals set include| man, British music publisher, over | yye ‘ ? 
dio,; He recently obtasned Goldwyn's ; , 
cata deeuee dec toe bane er okay on the new job. the Feiber & Shea chain of 31) the rights to some of the old Berlin Hitchcock Draws Becky 


: , houses in the east on which Eddie : ‘ 
department, headed by Ed Fishman, Hulburd refused to discuss what “for Da songs which are part of the score in ° 

and other personnel additions. salary he is to get. He declared he Re eee ee ee Sr ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Bond.’ Twen- As Second for Selznick 
When Sam Weisbord shifts to the | was ‘brought up in the Quaker city England: Graphi < it of 12 and|tieth-Fox filmusical is slated to pre- | 

Hollywood office Oct. 15 as Abe Last-| of Philadelphia where people tradi- ea oh “li on wa reweg t ; ite s . | Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
fogel’s general aide, Lou Wolfson! tionally don’t talk about that sub- ena ry . a be ee : pie cid miere here at the Regal. | Alfred Hitchcock signed to direct 
will take up the radio coverage. ject’ and said he was ‘perfectly Juke - L ws hi if. sa Bs sed )Y| Feldman, by a prior deal with) ‘Rebecca,’ Daphne du Maurier’s 
amazed with the way everyone in|vWes “evy = himseli, cempner-| Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co.,| British best-seller, for which David 

Frank circuit in Minnesota; Eskin in | , . evi 



































z . ¥ Hollywood knows and talks about . , * O. Selznick paid $50,000 

site Ngee nae Wisconsin and the Westland Theatres | which first published some of the old : paid 900,000. 
Caesar Drafts Pic Yarn what everyone _ is making. in Colorado, last-mentioned ‘set by | Irving Berlin songs, and with ABC Hitchcock is due from England to 
F G Ed ‘ds Bi When Hulbura left Hollywood he | cresson E. Smith from the h.o. Music Corp., a Berlin, Inc., subsid, R ap err naya for Selznick’s 
rom Gus War 10g said it was because of the long hours Negotiations between United Art-| Which now controls these copyrights, | *!anic. sia ed to start early in Jan- 


and nerve-racking conditions. On| i+. ong RKO, calling for entire '38- | Claims an interest in the synchroniza- uary. ‘Rebecca’ gets a May start. 


going back, he said, it was only on 39 Ji f UA duct in latter’s | tion rights. ani 
Hollywood, Sept. 20. : ill ineup oO product in latter's 
Arthur Caesar has been signed to 20 gel Bon. ry Bh ong nt theatres, were completed yesterday.| Both Berlin and 20th feel that all Bergen, Lamour, Breen 











write the screenpiay of ‘The Star ; (Continued on page 15) world rights to the songs have been ° 
Maker,’ built on "Gus Edwards’ tab Be = Seer’ 6° toes cleared, but rather than encounte: Out, No St. Louis Celeb 
career. recor ag y any future difficulty, the songsmith, 


Charles R. Rog h Pome one’s health. A his general business head and Gilbert| The st. L hag on en Sept. 20. 

. Rogers, who produces , : . ety e . Louis Festival Assn, has 
= film pehecoenenly, = aanring A ggg Bsc act myeoryyr: Fe opacin CANTOR’S FILM SCRIE | a pags Pos grains chucked all plans for a three-day 
a major releasing outlet. a 23 ; S eporte a -Fox, in a?aition | celebration next month, followi 

with him yernag: for ne had a a READY; METRO OR RKO? to a 10% royalty interest on the Zcoss|the Veiled Prophet parede ond ‘bal, 

Lo Ti "T Pi age Pa nn tg He pepe to Berlin, as the composer, paid the| and last year’s street dancina a d 

ng lime iween FIX | the end of Augus J Bocitge ~ - rw Berlin, Inc., firm around $40.000 for| singing in Memorial Plaza will be 
aay Clete, is Mecusaer, sae. Izzy Ellison and Joe Quillen are) the snyc rights to these old songs.! repeated Oct. il. 


a while and recently has been rest- | -oaqyi . : > , - : 
ying the script for Eddie Can-| Berlin, like Gershwin, Kern and} Plans for the i i 
Paulett See. |. a a tor’s next picture, for which he’s | other name composers, has been sole | Berzen, Relethy” Loshans * Bolur 
ette Goddard, loaned out ody dickering with Metro and RKO. | owner of all rights—or so he thought, | Breen and other names fell by the 
| 
| 























lznick-International, gets a co- 


: Comedian figures on having the/ judging by this Feldman complica- | si - 
: = : : ’ al ; wayside when the Music 
Drenn role with Luise Rainer in [loyd’s Remake Ideas yarn ready by the time a deal is| tion—and thus felt he was in position | America couldn't deliver thab’ on 
matic School’ at Metro. completed. | to give 20th-Fox a warranty of 100% | the dates desired. 


Role will be second for Miss God- 
dard since she made her debut with 





Wiih Younger Comedian Pair have also been renewed as | clearance. | 




















mace with scripters of Cantor's radio series for) A settlement deal made in 1934 be- | . " 
Charles Chaplin in ‘Modern Times. Camel for another 18 weeks. Music | tween Berlin, Inc., and Feldman is | Chan Joins Strippers 
M tro’ Hollywood, Sept. 20. —_ hes vo asia ‘adhiia ade the nub of the present controversy. | . 
M stg Strawhatters Harold Lloyd is mulling the idea} iat his radio series Oct. 5. > agp ses “on tae to vs Charlie Chan becomes a daily 
etro is screentesting two leads | f re-making two of his silent hits, oth Arms the right to license for | newspaper strip to exvloit e pice 
Uncovered in the summer strawhats. | ‘Grandma's Boy’ and ‘The Freshman,’ synchronization, plus the privilege to| ture series made by 20th-Fox, 
One is Tony Bickley, leading man| With a younger comedian in the roles ROMP FOR EXTRAS Feldman of withdrawing from public | panels will be written and drawn by 
who played at Ogunquit, Me., and| he created. In the last week he Hollywood, Sept. 20. | Performance and radio, in England | ajfred Andriola and sold by the Mce 
Other is Joe Peyney, character juve-| turned down three major studio of-| Extras get 7,000 working days on | My, of any of these songs. Naught syndicate, which points out 
nile, who showed at Ivoryton, Conn. | fers for the plays. four big productions slated for No-| Since Berlin ceded the sync rights | that 87,000.000 persors paid to see 
tter is to open in ‘Golden Boy’ While Lloyd will continue to pro-| vember shooting at Warners. | to 20th-Fox, Feldman argued that} the Chan films in 1937. 
on Broadway. duce and star in his pictures, he Pictures are ‘The Desert Song,’| constitutes a dramatic usage; also Pictures already have the advante 
‘ary Small, blues sigger on the} plats to turn out some in which he | ‘Dodge City,’ ‘Juarez’ and ‘Memphis | that sync rights don’t include ‘public | tage of the wide circulation of the 
Tadio, also is being tested by M-G. does not appear. Belle.’ performance in England.’ novels written by Earl Derr Biggers, 
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Irked Over ‘Best Entertainment’ Shut-Out 





Washington, Sept. 20. 

Preparations for a feud with the 
film industry over gratis picture ex- 
ploitation were launched ‘ast week 
with questionnaires to ail members 
of National Association of Broad- 
casters. Trade body wants specific 
data with which to formulate ‘sound- 
er and more equitabie relationship’ 
with cinema groups. 

As was threatened a few weeks 
ago, the NAB intends to make an 
issue out of films’ refusa! to buy air 
time in carrying on the ‘best enter- 
tainment’ crusade. When armed 


+ 








with data on the extent to which film 
patronage is built up via the micro- 


| 


phone, the broadcasting crowd plans | 


to make a frontal assault and demand 
a fair share of distributors’ advertis- 
ing budgets. 


Broadcasters are irked by con- 


tinued silence from the film camp, | 


combined with reports that the pic- 
ture industry is persisting in at- 
tempts to obtain cuffo help of sta- 
tions in luring audiences to thea- 
tres. Veiled warning given last 
week in the NAB bulletin against 
using the transcription made by Hol- 
lywood studios as part of the ex- 
ploitation move. 

Broadcasters are responding in en- 
couraging fashion to the NAB show- 
ing of resentment and call to arms. 
Several stations report they will 
tighten up on film ballyhoo, with 
one group of stations planning to 
pull the switch on sustaining pro- 
grams received from national net- 
work, which contain songs from fea- 
ture pictures, Hollywood gossip, and 
film talent. 

Comprehensive picture of inter-in- 
dustry relations sought in the NAB 
questionnaire draftez by Paul F. Pe- 
ter, research director. Wants detailed 
facts about the amount of programs 
which may boost films, either com- 
mercial] or sustaining, source of the 
programs, info about co-operative 
links between stations and theatres, 
amount of paid advertising placed 
by the picture people on the air. 

Sustaining programs which are 
built around Hollywood look like the 
first target. Talk heard about pvos- 
sibility of gagging the gossipers, 
eliminating song plugging, barring 
the guest stars, and dropping the 
previews and re-enaciments of film 
scenes, 

When he is finished, Peter expects 
to be able to place a value on the 
amount of publicity whieh Holly- 
wood gets without paying for it, es- 
pecially through programs  spon- 
sored by advertisers in other lines 
of business which build good will 
for films. All NAB members asked 
to estimate the total amount of time 
at usual rates for both commercial 
and sustaining programs’ which 
‘might be classified as moving pic- 
ture exploitation.’ 





Detroit’s Bally; No Radio 
Detroit, Sept. 20. 


Local dailies, especially the Free 
Press, are going to town on bally for 
film industry’s campaign, while radio 
station. as a whole are steering clear. 
There’s never been any appreciable 
amount of ether publicity on film 
product, anyway, so industry’s not 
losing out any on that score. 

Only exception to general rule is 
WXYZ, which operated by the King- 
Trendle theatre interests (United De- 
troit chain). As result, WXYZ is 
giving the Quiz an occasional boost. 
Town receives its only radio film 
news through webs. 

Press campaign has been quite 
heavy, although some exhibs are 
squawking on scarcity of plugs in 
the News and Times (Hearst). Free 
Press, on the other hand, has been 
running two or three banner stories 
weekly by Jimmy Pooler, film crick, 
with profuse use of Quiz insignia. 





Philly’s Stance on Radio 


Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 

Beef of New York Allied at Syra- 
cuse last week against ace film stars 
taking to the air has no counterpart 
here as the complaint has never been 
officially brought up before the indie 
group, United Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners. Most exhibs, however, 
thoroughly resent names which they 
consider they have built up appear- 


{ picture in December. 


LET’S GET GOING 
Heifetz Irked at Dalays, Starts Pic 
sa es 





Hollywobd, Sept. 20. 


Tied up with fall and winter con- | 
cert dates, Jascha Heifetz is making ; 


recordings with a 60-piece orchestra 
for Samual Goldwyn’s ‘The Daring 
Age.’ 

Original starting date of the pic- 
ture, Aug. 1, was moved to Sept. 1, 
with Heifetz refusing any further 
delay. William Wyler starts shoot- 
ing this week on scenes in which the 
violinist and orchestra appear. They 
will be matched in when Archie 
Mayo starts shooting the rest of the 
Heifetz’s con- 


i tract calls for $75,000. 








NEW INDIE CO, 
ATLAS, LISTS 
19 FOR PROD. 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
Program of 19 productions is 
mapped for the coming year by At- 
las Pictures Corp., bankrolled in 
New York. Scheduled are six out- 
door musicals, six straight westerns, 
six whodunits and one high-budget 
special, ‘The Pathfinders,’ based on 

James Fennimore Cooper’s novel. 





Production sked starts Sept. 26 
with ‘Death Steals a Wedding} 
March,’ mystery yarn directed by | 


Ray Johnson. 





UA Incorporates Its 
Employees’ Welfare Fund 


Greater facilities for aiding needy 
employees of the company are be- 
ing established at United Artists, 
with the firm now having incorpo- 
rated its employees’ welfare fund in 
order to enlarge its purpose and 
scope of benefit. Employees may 
borrow, free of interest, from this 
unit. United Artists Employees’ 
Welfare Fund, Inc., is to be admin- 
istered, as previously, under direc- 
tion of Harry Buckley, vice-presi- 
dent. 

The fund obtains its treasury from 
voluntary, weekly deposits by the 
higher-bracket salary executives of 
the firm, each of whom deposits a 
percentage of his weekly pay for the 
purpose of the fund. It is a non- 
profit unit, of course, the carrying 
charges of the fund being borne by 
the UA company. 





F.P.-Can. Directors Meet 


Barney Balaban, Neil F. Agnew 
and Y. Frank Freeman, three top ex- 
ecutives in Paramount, were due 
back in New York yesterday (Tues.) 
from Toronto after attending a meet- 
ing of the board of directors of Fam- 
ous Players-Canadian at which their 
presence was sought. 





Trio went up Sunday night, the | 


meeting of the directors being held 
Monday (19). 





ing on big night shows and stealing 
biz from their houses. 

No action against the practice may 
be expected from this quarter 
though, as UMPTO jis zow in the 
throes of an internal war which is 
preventing the group from holding 
any kind of meeting for fear of an 
explosion. 





New Bedford, Sept. 20. 

WNBH is no longer scheduling 
Mutual’s ‘Hollywood Whispers’ with 
George Fisher. 
free film publicity is the reason. 
Mac Green replaces the 15-minute 
spot with ‘This Week’s Heroes’ dur- 
ing which he elaborates on the 





names in the news of the week. 


Station’s ban on. 


BROADCASTERS EXTEND THEIR CAMPAIGN 


0 RESTRICT FILM PLUGS 


NAB Aligning a Comprehensive Survey on Amount | 
of Time Devoted by Radio to Film Material—Still | 


N THE AIR 


Up, Up and Up 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 





| Joe Newman, nine years at Metro 
| from office boy to assistant director, 
finally climbed into a director's berth | 


las pilot of ‘A Man’s Best Friend,’ a 
briefie scripted by Barney Gerard, 
Newman had been assistant to 
|George Hill, Robert Leonard, Jack 
| Conway and W. S. Van Dyke. 


PIX SUPPORTED 
L. A’S NEW 
MAYOR 


| 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
Show business does not know how 
| it will figure with the recall of 
Mayor Frank L. Shaw and election 


of Judge Fletcher Bowron as mayor. 
Bowron is tied up very strongly 
with the church and reform groups. 
However, it’s understood that plenty 
of coin came in from outside ele- 
ments of this group who want fa- 
vors. 


Campaign for Bowron was very 
showmanly. He took advantage of 
the bombing ot a former cop by 
police department official, stressed 
on it in every way, and even had 
radio transcriptions made with the 
bombing injecied inww them as a 
fanfare. However, indications are 
that should Bowron open up the 
| town, his bitter enemy, Buron Fitts, 
| the district attorney whom he had 
| indicted but who was later acquitted 











/on a conspiracy charge, is going to | 


| watch him like a hawk. 
| Gambling has been rampant in 
| various spots here. Slot machines 
and marble machines have been vir- 
| tually everywhere around town as 
| well as poolrooms. Word is that 
| Bowron might crack down on them 
Sept. 26th when he takes office. How- 
ever, Fitts, it is understood, will have 
his men around town watching for 
any violence and make indiscrimi- 
nate raids to embarrass the man wh» 
once put him in spot. 


Theatre people strongly supported 
Judge Shaw as well as did many of 
the important studio people with a 
group of actors being on Bowron’s 
side of fence. Sutil, show business 
here does not know what cooperation 
the new city chieftain will give 
them. 


THIS ARRAY ADDS UP 
TO IMPORTANT MONEY 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Latest contract roll at Warners 
| shows 83 players, 14 directors, 10 as- 
sociate producers and 50 writers on 
the payroll. 

Players added in the past two 
months are Irene Rhodes, Joe Cun- 
ningham, Frankie Thomas and Frank 








Burke. New writers are Charles 
Curran, Norman -Burnstine, Frank 
Donoghue, Jerome Odlum_= and 


Charles Tedford. 





Ann Shirley Balks at Oat 
Opry, Off RKO Payroll 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

RKO suspended Anne Shirley for 
refusing to play he femme lead in the 
western, ‘Law West of Tombstone.’ 
She was replaced by Jean Rouverol, 
whose option was recently picked 
up after her work in ‘Annabel Takes 
a Tour.’ 

Miss Shirley balked at the sage- 
brush role because, she said, it was 
not suited to her talents. 





Gracie Goes It Alone 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
Gracie Allen plays without George 
Burns for the first time in her pic- 
ture career in ‘The Gracie - Allen 
Murder Case.’ 
Picture gets the gun at Paramount 
‘the first week in October. 














A Page from an Old Scrapbook 


By Bill (Pabst) Halligan 





the blackface comic, was leading 


Earl Reynolds and the lovable 


Gallagher in vaudeville. 
rapidly thinning. 
After the ball was over, we all 


to get. our load, 


hotel. 


of cream. Berlin went across the 
next door. The next day, when I 
me hell, 
to Willard Mack. 


Anyway, I was at the Comedy 
where to go. 


insisted on paying the check. 
for it today on 52d street! 


saloon. 
the bar alone. 


and I went home to bed. 
Twenty-three years ago? 











Ran across an old scrapbook last night and a flock of the boys 
reached out from the beyond and shook my hand. 

Twenty-three years loomed up at me in the shape of an old Com- 
edy Club dance program, Terrace Garden, April, 1915: Frank Conroy, 


him in the solemn procession were Gene Hughes and Bert Leslie; 
then came George Lemaire, Everett Ruskay, Emil Subers, Mat Keefe, 


Paige Smith, Paul Durand, Doc Breed and Fred Mace. 
was there with Ann Orr, who worked with her sister and Skeets 
A lot of us have survived, but the list is 


on Sixth Avenue. Jack’s never closed, Felix Adler and I proceeded 
I had had a battle with the better half the day 
before and was out of the box at home. 
Berlin, Joe Schenck and myself had gone to the opening of ‘Castles 
In the Air,’ a new dance spot atop the 44th St. theatre. 
King and the two Sykes Girls were with us. 
over to Honest John Kelly’s gambling house in back of the Claridge 
Nat Evans ran the place for Kelly. Joe bought $200 worth 
of checks and in five minutes beat the wheel for $1,000. 
We all went up to my flat and had breakfast. 

While I was cooking the bacon and eggs I discovered we were out 


It was Marjorie Rambeau, who was married at the time 
After the folks had gone home my wife told me 
that Joe had given the girls $100 apiece from the grand he had wun. 
I burned up at Joe’s generous gesture, 


When Felix and I got to Jack’s we were broke. We 
put the bite on Judge Gus Dreyer, who was the club's treasurer. 
When we got to Jack’s, Spider Kelly from Freeport, Frank Orth 
and Frank O’Brien invited us to sit with them. Joe Pincus, Benny 
Piermont and Lee Muckenfyss joined us. 
It came to $2.75, I can imagine paying 


Ray Hodgdon, George Perry and Allen Dinehart came in with 
Maurice Rose and Murray Feil, and we all went over to Mark Aarons’ 
Johnny O’Connor had beaten us to it and was standing at 
We sat-around the back room until nine o'clock. 
Murdock sent his assistant down to round up the bookers and agents 


It seems like yesterday, 


the Grand March. Right behind 


And then Jo 
Tommy Gray 


Harry Fitzgerald. 


trooped over to Jack’s restaurant 
The night before Irving 
Molly 
Joe suggested we go 
He quit. 
hall and stole a pint from the flat 
returned the cream, the lady gave 


Club bah, all dressed up and no- 


Station House Murphy 








Pix Cos. Joining Other Big Biz 
In Move to Ease Stiff Surtaxes 





Noah Beery as Chan? 





Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Noah Beery is now the leading can- 
didate to succeed Warner Oland in 
the role of Charlie Chan, 

Sol M. Wurtzel, 
producer, is continuing tests of 
others, but Beery has the inside 
track because of his resemblance to 
the late actor. 


HWOOD BLVD. 
AT THE SF. FAIR 


San Francisco, Sept. 20. 

Film business is reported to have 
gotten together on an exhibit to be 
known as ‘Hollywood Boulevard’ at 
the San Francisco Fair next year in 
an effort to build further good-will 
towards the industry. Actual con- 
tract calls for 100,000 square feet of 
exhibit space. 

Exhibit will depict what happens 
to a feature picture from the origi- 
nal story until actually screened. 
Big sound stages will be part of line- 
up. 











Broadway’s Switch 

Designating Broadway as ‘Holly- 
wood Blvd.’ for an hour last Friday 
(16) by the Broadway exhibitors’ 
committee of the Greatest Pictures’ 
Year was the second time in the last 
six years that the tag of New York’s 
most widely known theatrical street 
was changed for publicity purposes. 

Several signs were tacked on 
street posts in the Times Square 
area bearing the name, ‘Berkley 
Square,’ to call attention to the Fox 
film of the same name, about five 
years ago. 


Sennett’s ‘Problem Child’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Felix Adler’ collaborates with 
Charles Rogers on the screen play 
for “Problem Child,’ Stan Laurel's 
firsg [starrer for the new Mack Sen- 
ne production company. Charlotte 
Greenwood is under consideration 
for a featured spot. 

Sennett is negotiating for a major 
release, 








20th-Fox exec | 


| , . 
| With the Federal surtax even in its 


| amended form regarded as a finan- 
| cial bugaboo to economical opera- 
tions, saving for a rainy day or car- 
| rying On expansion on big scale, film 
industry leaders are looking forward 
hopefully for some measure of re- 
lief at the forthcoming session of 
Congress next January. Picture of- 
ficials are more than ever convinced 
that the present surtax is the great- 


est stumbling block in the whole U.S. 
tax setup. They are joining with 
other big industries in advocating a 
change in the surtax requirements. 

Only change made in surtax, ac- 
cording to film company legal ex- 
perts, was in exempting $25,000 cor- 
porations from payment. Since few 
if any picture company or producing 
outfit could claim such a low capi- 
talization, it means that the same 
drastic tax rates continue in effect, 
| With ever-increasing percentages to 
firms which try to set aside several 
hundred thousand dollars either for 
expansion purposes or for the period 
when the reyenue taken in by the 
corporation wiil be considerably re- 
duced, 

Effect of surtax is to penalize cor- 
porations setting aside reserve funds 
to maintain its usual staff and wages 
without depression cuts. In the case 
of smaller companies, not necessarily 
directly connected with the picture 
business, this tax has resulted in 
actual halting of expansion or plant 
improvement programs. Instead, the 
coin went to stockholders because 
the corporation did not feel it wise 
to pay such an excessive tax. 

Law holds that expansion of a core 
poration or improvements are capi- 
tal investments and consequently 
this money cannot be deducted from 
the total hit by the surtax. Effect 
of this is to make most corporations 
pay out large amounts in dividends 
and then go to banks for loans to 
carry On any improvement or expan- 
sion program. This naturally in- 
creases the cost of doing business. 
Thus, every corporation that shows a 
cent of profit after making divvy dis- 
tributions must pay some amount in 
surtaxes. 

Another wrinkle that does not 
please picture company officials is 
that losses shown by subsidiary the- 
atre companies, etc. cannot be 


counted against net profits shown by 
other corporations in an effort to cut 
down the amount applicable to sur- 





tax payments. 
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Unraveling 3,000 Theatre Properties 





a period of many years, is someth 
when bringing its anti-trust suit a 
erence of theatres from distributio 
possible consideration. And that’ 
side. 

That anti-trust suit already has 
money from the defendants. 


in the situation. 


fense on theatre severance against 


and RKO. 


The Government suit involves, 
Cohen pretty nearly sat on every 





parties, 


Unknitting the origin and history of 3,000 theatres, 
their attached realties, worth upwards of $300,000,000, gathered over 


The other probleins have other difficult angles. 


Not daring to risk the chance of being 
unprepared against the Government’s attack, the companies are dig- 
ging deep into their records assembling all the possible facts required 


It’s difficult to appreciate the maze of data and records which the 
defense must assemble, individually, to make a comprehensive de- 


has been made against the firms by the Government. 
foresee the likelihood of recalling Louis N. Cohen from Hollywood to 
assist. At divers times Cohen headed the theatre real estate depart- 
ments of Paramount, the old Fox company, Fox-West Coast Theatres 


gated them if he didn’t exactly make the transaction between the 


together with 


ing which the U. S. Government, 
gainst the majors calling for sev- 
n, may not have given the fullest 
s only on the theatre severance 


begun to take toll of time and 


the general type of attack which 
Thatre realtors 


directly, some 3,000 theatres, and 
one of these, or at least investi- 








20th-Fox to Sue on 


Unauthorized 


Dutch Remake of ‘Daddy Long Legs 


Amsterdam, Sept. 12. 


Twentieth Century-Fox is proceed- 
ing legally here against Neerlandia- 
Film, Amsterdam, to stop a nearly 
finished Dutch production of ‘Daddy 
Long Legs. The American com- 
pany owns all rights to Jean Web- 
ster’s novel, first published in 1912 
by Appleton-Century Co., and 20th- 
Century-Fox claims that Neerlandia 
infringes its rights. 

Neerlandia maintains that in Hol- 
land no rights at all exist of books 
first published in America, as U. S. 
is not a member of the Berne Con- 
vention. 

Actually all books, first published 
in U. S., are translated and pub- 
lished in Holland by Dutch publish- 
ers without paying any copyright 
fees or without even asking for 
permission. To prevent publication 
more, 
which theoretically is possible under 
these circumstances, the Dutch pub- 
lishers formed a union and mu- 
tually agreed that the one who first 
announces his intention in the offi- 
cial news-bulletion of the Dutch 
Publishers Association to publish a 
certain American book (and pays 
five Guilders ($2.65) administration 
fee, has the exclusive right for half 
a year to publish the book. This 
fact could not be altered through 
all legal efforts made by American 
publishers in the last years, (Last 
known case is that of ‘Gone With 
the Wind,’ which recently was pub- 
lished by a Dutch publisher with- 
out permission; until now all claims 
by the Macmillan Co. and Margaret 
Mitchell have been rejected by 
Dutch courts.) 

The case of ‘Daddy Long Legs’ is 
the first one in which these ‘rights’ 
are to be extended on pictures. If 
Neerlandia should succeed with its 
policy, in future every American 
film hit, based on novels or plays 
first published in America, could be 
remade by Dutch producers. 20th 
Century-Fox intends to fight this 
Standpoint with all its resources. 

Legal possibilities were carefully 
considered by experts on copyright 
and lawyers before aforesaid pro- 
ceedings started. Dr. Paul Koretz, 
European counsel of 20th Century- 
Fox in London, personally super- 
vised these conferences and after 
having cabled reports on the situa- 
tion to Edwin P. Kilroe, legal chief 
of 20th Century-Fox in New York, 
decision was made to file the suit. 
Claim will not be based on an in- 
fringement of the Berne Convention, 
like all former claims of American 





Mae West’s Russky Yen 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
Mae West is reported working on a 
play, based on ‘Catharine the Great.’ 
Wants to do it on stage and screen, 


WB Counterparts 
B&k in Philly, But 
All 0.K. Warners 


Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 

Feeling against Balaban & Katz 
in Chicago, which precipitated the 
mass exhib suit against the circuit 
for a reshuffling of clearance, is vir- 
tually non-existent here, where War- 
ner Bros. are in a similar position 
to B.&K. WB here controls all mid- 
town first runs, virtually all keys, 
and virtually all nabe first-runs, 


Indies here have been used to 
chain opposish for so long they take 
it entirely as a matter of course, Al- 
though strongly independent, most 
exhibs never even give a thought to 
Warners’ complete control of prod- 
uct and first-runs. It is accepted as 
something in the nature of an act 
of God, because before WB it was 
the Stanley Co., and after WB it’s 
sure to be somebody else. 

Furthermore, it is pretty well 
agreed by the exhibs that Warners 
are as decent competitors as it is 
possible to find They don’t think 
that the big circuit is half as tough 
as it might be if it wanted. WB has 
never adoptec double-features and 
resorted to games and giveaways 
only in certain spots, and then only 
as a last resort. 

In two recent complaints against 
Warners on clearance, satisfactory 
agreements have been reached. One 
exhib, Mel Koff, of the Darby, actu- 
ally filed suit, while the other, Erny 
& Nolen, of the Erlen, only threat- 
ened. Both were settled out of court 
with a minimum of publicity. 

Erlen complained because a new 
Warner house, the Lane, to be 











the Erlen back a run. 
would have found houses on both 





Publishers, Rather, a new way will | 
be followed, which, as the experts | 
assume, will convince the Dutch | 
judges that, despite the present | 
Dutch jurisdiction, copyright pro- | 


and is valid. 
Neerlandia is the same company 
Which last made the biggest hit 


ever produced by a Dutch com-| necessarily-long clearance. 


Pany, ‘Pygmalion.’ The leading lady 
of ‘Pygmalion,’ Lily Bouwmeester, 
also heads the cast of ‘Daddy Long 
Legs.’ 


sides of it, the Lane in one direction 
and the Yorktown in the other, play- 
ing pix before it got them. Warners 
agreed to give the Erlen day-and- 
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date bookings with the Yorktown, 28 | 
tection of American writers in Hol-| days after first-run. 


In the Darby theatre suit, Koff 
complained that Warners’ Parker, 
across the street, was getting un- 
He said 


opened shortly, was skedded to push | possible late this week, but none in 


Erlen thus | 
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Indies Start Long bina 
ened Suit Against Majors 
and Balaban & Katz—| 
—Northside’s Tripling—_| 
Loop’s Cut-Pricing | 





TOWN UPSET 


Chicago, Sept. 20. 

The long-expected anti-trust suit | 
was filed by local independent the- 
men, representing over 100 
houses, in\federal district court Sept. 
19 against Paramount, Balaban & 
Katz Corp., B. & K,. Management 
Corp., Loew’s, 20th-Fox, Vitegraph 
(WB), RKO Radio, United Artists, 
Columbia, Universal, Barney Bala- 
ban, Walter Imerman, Abe Kaufman 
ard Joe Kaufman. Plaintiffs, in- 
cluding members of Allied Theatres 
of Illinois, Essaness Circuit, Sam 
Myers Theatres and Van Nomikos 
Circuit, charge unlawful restraint 
and monopoly in complaint. 

Complaint, totaling . 4 pages, and 
outlining plaintiff’s case in full, in- 
cludes paragraphs on clearance, pro- 
ducer-exhibitor groups, production 
and distribution, territory divisions, 
legislation and litigation, shorts forc- 
ing and admission price control, dis- 
regard of consent decree, new inter- 
mediate runs, delayed releases, dou- 
ble features, release week chart, and 
classification of theatres. It asks for 
a temporary injunction. 

Claim is that Bala.an & Katz have 
control of all films in this territory 
for as long as first 10 weeks of their 
release here. Plaintiffs charge that 
B. & K. delay releasing of films 
here until they have played in many 
surrounding cities a..d ask that this 
be stopped. 

Injunction petition .to restrain 
B. & K. from showing double fea- 
tures is also asked. Plaintiffs allege 
that B. & K. monopolize the first 
fi ur runs of films by shifting them 
around in such a manner that indies 
cannot show the same programs as 
B. & K. Complaint also charges 
B. & K. is in contempt of court be- 
cause allegedly disregarding the con- 
sent decree handed down in federal 
court in 1932. Indies ask that the 
Attorney General of the U. S. step 
in and remedy situation. 

Plaintiffs are also asking that B. 
& K. be stopped from opening loop 
programs on Fridays or during mid- 
week, with the indies forced to start 
the same pictures on Sundays only, 

(Continued on page 25) 


NO CONFAB YET 
ON ANTI-TRUST 


It is altogether uncertain at this 
point when trade representatives 
will meet with the Department of 
Justice in Washington, relative to 














the pending anti-trust suit against 
the major film companies. It was 
first taken that such a meeting 
would be held around Sept. 15, but 
that date has passed without any 
such meeting being held. Now, talk 
has arisen about a meeting being 


the trade is certain on the matter. 
Certain attorneys who would have 
to be present at the Washington 
meeting are unable to get there at 
this time, or are out of town, and 
for that reason, the possibility of a 
meeting this week looks slim. 
Presumably the parties will dis- | 
cuss various angles of the suit at this | 
session, including that of a stand-still 


|agreement, such as is being urged by 


their prices were already so low he, 


| couldn't bring his down any further 


as a competitive draw to compensate 
| for the long wait. 


| still idea, the companies would re- 


the government, pending the actual 
trial of the issues. Under the stand- 


frain from increasing their theatre | 
holdings. 


| main in effect. 


Threat of Theatre 


Divorcement 


Is a Subject of Much Concern To 
Execs Long Trained to Chain Op. 





The Other Guy Wins 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
Why talent scouts grow old 
young: Oliver Hinsdale, Para- 
mount, uncovered Anthony Al- 
len and studio nixed him. Jack 
Moore, RKO, grabbed Mini 
Lilygren and teamed her with 
Allen. RKO double-nixed. 
Moore turned their test reel 
over to a 10%er, who showed it 
to Metro execs. 
Miss Lilygren and Allen were 
immediately signed for roles in 
‘Dramatic School.’ 


Minn. Agitating 
For Divorcement 


Law of Its Own 


Minneapolis, Sept. 30. 
President W. A. Steffes of North- 
west Allied reports ‘much encour- 
agement’ in the organization’s cam- 
paign for the enactment of a Minne- 
sota theatre divorcement law similar 




















to the North Dakota measure, the | 
constitutionality of which was up- | 
held by a Federal court tribunal of | 
three judges. Steffes claims to have | 
sounded out 60 legislative candidates 
and reports that 57 of them have} 
gone on record in favor of the di- 
vorcement bill to be introduced in| 
the next session, following the No- | 
vember election A proposed di- 
vorcement iaw which would Lave 
compelled the Paramount circuit to 
divest itself of its Minnesota theatres 
died in committee at the last session. 


Only one of the 60 candidates said 
he’d oppose it, Steffes says. Two 
were ‘luke warm,’ according to the 
Northwest Allied head. 


In the meanwhile, the Federal 
court has granted Paramount, et al, 
plaintiffs in the North Dakota di- 
vorcement suit, an appeal to the 
U. S. supreme court from the in- 
itial adverse decision validating the 
law, the first and only one of its 
kind passed anywhere in the U. S. 
Plans are to file the appeal in Wash- 
ington next month, 


Under the court order, plaintiffs 
are required to post a $1,000 bond to 
cover costs of the action and another 
bond of $1,000 to defray possible 
damages incurred by the state cf 
North Dakota which is defending the 
measure against their attack. The 
petition for the granting of the ap- 
peal cited 20 specific errors in court 
rulings during the Fargo, N. D., 
hearing. 

Until the U. S. Supreme Court 
passes on the law, a temporary in- 
junction restraining its enforcement 
and thus enabling the Paramount 
circuit to continue in possession of | 
its North Dakota theatres, will re- | 





FLOREY DIRECTS PAR 
JINX FILM, ‘IMPERIAL’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 


Robert Florey gets the directorial | 
job on ‘Hotel Imperial,’ an old ‘jinx’ 
picture scheduled to roll, on remake, | 
next month at Paramount with Isa 
Miranda starring. 








Picture was first made as a silent | 
by Pola Negri. Marlene Dietrich | 
turned it down as a talker and Mar- 
garet Sullavan, named as a substi- 
tute, broke her leg. It will be Miss | 
Miranda's first film for Paramount 
since her arrival from Europe last 
year. 


Considerable consternation and 
some uneasiness which, among other 
things, is affecting plans for the fu- 
ture in numerous cases, is being felt 
by chain theatre executives anc 
others in this branck of activity as 
result of the possibility of theatre di. 
vorcement. This can come from two 
different sources and put a large 
number of theatre men out on a limb 
almost over night. 

If the Government’s anti-trust 
suit, which seeks the separation of 
producer-distributors from theatre 
operation, doesn’t do it, then there is 
always the likelihood that chain 
divorcement legislation by the vari- 
ous states may turn the trick. Aside 
from the interest theatre men have 
in the outcome of such legislation, 
and the Department of Justiee action 
from the point of view of their com- 
panies, it is a question of their own 
survival. 

The greater majority cannot re- 
main on the payrolls of the majors 
controlling theatres if the large de- 
partments operating the latter have 
to be given up, nor is it likely that 
most of the men can shift with com- 
fort, and at the same level of salary, 
to independent theatres or interests. 

In addition to the general theatre 
operating heads at home offices, most 
of them are on the boards of their 
various companies and represent a 
spoke in the wheel of administrative 
manpower. There are hundreds of 
inter-departmental theatre heads, 
general buyers, theatre insurance 
heads, theatre real estate executives, 
tax experts in theatre work, at- 
torneys specializing in this branch, 
advertising men, branch operating 
managers, city managers, etc. Some 
have spent the better part of their 
careers in this work and may not 
find it easily to shift. 

All are in danger of losing their 
jobs, some of which are at excellent 
pay, there being no other recourse 
for such companies as Paramount, 
Loew’s 20th-Fox, RKO and Warners 
in the event they must restrict them- 
selves to making and distributing 
pictures. There are known cases 
where various plans are being cur- 
tailed now in view of the uncer- 
tainty of the future, financially and 
otherwise, 


NOT A SMART GIRL, 
SHE GREW T00 FAST 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Helen Parrish replaces Barbara 
Read as one of the girls in the 
Deanna Durbin starrer, ‘Three Smart 
Girls Grow Up,’ due to roll Oct. 3 at 
Universal. 

Miss Read, who played in the origi- 
nel ‘Three Smart Girls,’ has grown 
up too fast. Nan Grey gets her old 
role as the third girl. 


Coldwyn Readies Two 














’ Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

With ‘The Lady and the Cowboy’ 
in the cutting room after four 
months before the cameras, Samuel 
Goldwyn is preparing ‘Wuthering 
Heights’ for production and getting 
the script in shape for ‘The Last 
Frontier.’ Cast leads in ‘Lady’ are 
standing by for retakes, 

Location scouting crew, headed by 
Gus Schroeder, is in the Santa Bar- 
bara area to pick a spot for ‘Heights.’ 
Col. William Shutan, onetime mili- 
tary governor of the Philippines, 
goes on ‘Frontier’ as technical ad- 


| visor. 





Garfield as Patriot 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

John Garfield is slated to star in 
‘The Story of Haym Salomon’ at 
Warners, due tc start Nov. 7. 

Screen play by Rowland Leigh is 
based on the life of the pairiot who 
helped finance the American Revo- 
lution. 
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AD AGENCIES 


TO BATTLE 


Entrance of Advertising Men Into Comm’! Film Pro-| | 
duction Is on Basis of Films Free If Screens Free | "°¢ss*"y in the actual filming to ac- 
—Old Line Sponsors Pay for Exhibition Outlets, 


Entrance of J. Walter Thompson | 


agency into the commercial picture 
field on an extensive scale, and 
possibility that McCann-Erickson 
and several other ad agency firms 
also invading the new field, along 
with Batten, Barton, Durstine & 
Osborne, augurs a battle for business 


between advertising agencies and the | 


older established companies handling 
commercial screen product. Ad 
agencies thus far have figured their 
type of commercial pictures should 
be offered gratis to exhibitors, while 
the outright advertising 4lm boys 
believe theatres shculd be paid for 
handling them, the same as 
other advertising matter. 


Philosophy of new picture men, 
with the ad agencies, so far ad- 
vanced, is that their institutional ad- 
vertising or goodwill sponsored films 
deserve a break in picture houses, if 
the subjects are furnished free 
Their slant is that the higher, more 
dignified variety of screen produc- 
tions which they handle stress the 
entertainment side. Also, because 
any minor or institutiona’ plug for 
the industrial firm footing the bill on 
the film is usually subordinated or 
subtly concealed, such pictures be- 
long on the screen of regular picture 
theatres. 


While they do not count on any 
guarantee that such pictures will be 
run at every show or any specific 
performance, the advertising lads 
figure on getting into larger and 
hizher-type houses, and thereby 
probably getting as big a break on 
coverage as the smaller ad films 
spotted into smaller theatres where 
the exhibitors or circuits get paid 
according to seating capacity. 

Old-line commercial film  pro- 
ducers and distributors fe! that 
their product is out-and-out adver- 
tising, even if subtly done. They 
contend that the exhibitor knows 
this and should get a_ specified 
amount of cash for play-dating the 
subjects. Majority of these are one 
to three-minute subjects. This type 
of commercial picture maker has 
been highly successfu’ in gaining 
contracts from all sections of the 
country, even including quite a num- 
ber of major company affiliate cir- 
cuit houses in smaller cities and 
towns. 

Exhibitors Must Decide 


Struggle for screens between these 
two types of commercial film spon- 
sors holds interest for the trade be- 
cause, ultimately, i will be up to 
exhibitors to decide which type of 
picture, if any, he will permit on his 
screen. 


The out-and-out ad film which is 
paid for by fee according to seating 
capacity, admission charged, etc., 
provides an added source of revenue 
though mt filling out program much 
more than five to seven minutes, 
depending on the number of adver- 
tising brevities used. The other type, 
usually one to four reels in length, 
helps fill out a program and quite 
often provides added entertainment 
even though some are considered as 
too educational, scientific or dry to 
rate with the usual short feature. 
This represents a saving because it 
eliminates the need for one to four 
shorts for which the exhib would 
have to pay rental. 

The Motion Picture Producers & 
Distributors’ attitude for some time 
has been against any type of com- 
mercial film and ha been so out- 
lined by Will Hays in various state- 
ments from time to time. While 
Haysian jurisdiction never has pre- 
tended to extend beyond affiliated 
companies, the MPPDA view on ad- 
vertising films has been entirely 
ignored by affiliated circuits and 
subsidiary theatre operating com- 
panies in the past year and before 
that. 

There have been instances recorded 
where lesser chain houses have been 
paid so much on the line for show- 
in., films that were patently screened 
only because shouting the merits of 
industrial comparies. In some spots, 
newspapers have retaliated by trim- 
ming down any picture publicity on 
the theory that the theatres were 
trying to horn in o; the advertising 


any | 


which should come to 
ithem. Ire over screen ads even has 


| business, 


|been reflected in smaller spots by | 


| biting reviews of screen fare shown 
‘at the theatre in question. 

With advertising agencies 
convinced that ‘hey can get their 
|semi-entertainment sponsored films 
into 5.000 to 6,000 houses regularly, 
| and the outright ad film companies 
|claiming entranc: to possibly 9,000- 
| 10,000 theatres, use uf the screen for 
|other than entertainment pictures is 
| likely to become an increasingly im- 
| portant question in the next several 
months, 


firmly 


Thus far major distributors and 
producers have refused to enter the 
commercial picture field. No major 
distribs and only one important in- 
| dependent distributor could be found 
|}in recent months willing to handle 
leven the institutional type of com- 
|mercial product. Nevertheless, they 
ij have managed to get on the screen 
| in increasing numbers. A number of 
| smaller Broadway theatres have put 
| these institutional o scientific type 
| sponsored films on their programs in 
|recent months. Some have included 
| the straight ad briefie subjects on 
their screen. 

Commercials on Sound-Tracks 


The production of radio shows or 
| attractions on film, with the adver- 
| tising matter attached, as on the air, 
|for release to exhibitors throughout 
| the country in the same manner that 
other film is played, is a departure 
under a plan worked out by Audio 
Productions, Inc., at the Eastern Ser- 
vice Studios, Astoria, L. I, and ad 
| agencies which will participate. Ad- 
| vertising agencies are said to have 
| been largely instrumental in develop- 
}ing the idea and, within a month or 
| so, production on the first of the ex- 
perimental radio program films is 
expected to begin. 

While a departure, both as to ad- 
vertising and as to film entertain- 
ment, the plan being developed is 
not radical. The thought of prime 
movers is that a new territory for 
both radio and film sources—in tal- 
ent, production, exhibition and dis- 
tribution—will be opened up on the 
ground, among others, that there is 
no reason why satisfactory musical 
films are not as good theatre fare as 
personal appearances of the big-time 
radio names in key city engagements, 
around which films will be made. The 
point stressed is that if Horace Heidt 
and his Alemite Band, for instance, 
(Alemite being the ad feature) are 
worth big money at Loew’s State, 
N. Y., on a personal, the same out- 
fit is also worth money to an exhibi- 
tor in Sioux City, Iowa. 

If the resulting film features a 
group that has been made valuable 
as an attraction by radio and is thus 





COMMERCIAL 
FILM PRODUCERS FOR U.S. SCREENS 





Aggie Goes Philosophical So 
Lefty Goes to Legion Convensh 














known to the public, it is argued 
very little commercial advertising is 


complish a supplementary advertis- 
ing result. It is also held by pro- 
ponents of the scheme that this ad- 


| vertising result will make sustained 
more valuable to | 


| radio advertising 
commercials and ad agencies by in- 
creasing audiences and 
ing certain resistance 
two fields. 

Another angle set down is that a 
| large number of persons visit broad- 


between 


| casting studios throughout the coun- | 


| try to see air shows, This represents 


| P 
| lost revenue to the theatres, since all | 


|of those getting free broadcast tick- 


where admission would be obtained. 


jets might be skipping a film theatre | did enough fightin’ for the whole family. 


| Seen in the plan is a chance for the 


| theatre to cash 
|programs or _ personalities 


| house rather than in a 
| listened to at home. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 
RESTRAINER 
SUIT 











Chicago, Sept. 20. 

Oriental theatre owners last week 
stepped into the shuttered house 
and restrained furniture, fixtures 
and properties valued at more than 
$200,000 for back rent due from the 
theatre operating company, which is 
Balaban & Katz. Back rent due fig- 
ures to slightly more than $105,000. 

Despite this restrainer, B&K con- 
tinues to have 2 watchman in the 
house day and night and has not 
notified that it is giving up the the- 
atre even though it has kept the 
house dark since June and has 
stopped paying rent, which is figured 
on a minimum of $200,000 annually. 

What disposition is to be made of 
the theatre, either by the owners or 
by Balaban & Katz, has not yet been 
decided. It is understood, however, 
that B&K has made offers of settle- 
ment on the lease. Several outside 
exhibitors have made bids for the 
takeover of the theatre for opera- 
tion on an independent basis, both 
with straight films and on a vaud- 
film policy. 








MEMPHIS VARIETY CLUB 


Organization of a Memphis Va- 
riety Club has been completed. M. 
A. Lightman elected Chief Barker. 
Other officers Tom Young, 20th- 
Fox exchange manager, first assist- 
ant barker; Albert Avery, RKO, sec- 
onc assistant barker; Fred Ford, of 
Malco Theatres, sec, and Tom Kirk, 
Metro, treasurer. 








Importance of Stage Shows, M-Cs 
Move to Cut ‘Letty Lynton’ Award 





Seeking to establish the part that 
stage shows play in creating grosses 
for pictures, along with which they 
are used, Metro is bombarding the 


recommendation that $587,000 be 
awarded in the ‘Letty Lynton’ 
plagiarism by resorting to expert 
testimony on this point before 
Special Master Walser in New York. 
Award of $587,000 was recommended 
to Mrs. Margaret Ayer Barnes and 
Edward Sheldon, authors of ‘Dis- 
honored Lady,’ which the courts 
have held was copyright-violated by 
‘Lynton.’ 

‘Robert M. Weitman, managing di- 
rector of the Paramount, N. Y.. 
which has been highly successful 
with a policy of pit band shows for 
nearly three consecutive years now, 
went on the stand before Walser 
Monday (19) to testify as to the 
value of stage shows, render what 
is considered. expert opinion, ete. 
Others no doubt will also be called 
by Metro to refute any compilation 
on which the $587,000 award is based 





as having been earned entirely by 
‘Lynton.’ 

Weitman was before the special 
master for several hours rendering 
his opinion as to the percentage of 
business that stage shows account 
for, not only at his N. Y. Par but at 
other theatres; the importance of in- 
person entertainment, along with 
certain pictures; audience importance 
of stage shows, etc. He is said to 
have cited figures at the Par to show 
what stage shows have meant there, 
also. giving comparison between 
grosses of the theatre when in 
straight pictures as against business 
done since then with pictures aided 
by stage or band personalities. 

The N. Y. Par had been running as 
low as $8,000 and $10,000 a week in 
straight pictures in 1935, before the 
pit band policy. Since Christmas 
week, 1936, when the present policy 
was inaugurated the house has not 
had one losing week, in both '36 and 
37, plus so far in °38, having gone 
into high profits, at $30,000 to $60,000 
grosses. 





in overcom- | 
the | 


in on the value of 
| radio through films of favorite radio 
which 
could be seen at the local picture 
studio or 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Coolacres, Cal., Sept. 20, 
Dear Joe: 
Here I am trying to hold my breath again so that my pants and coat of 
|my uniform will fit. Yep, I've been elected to lead our Legion Post to the 





Convention in Los Angeles. 
L. A. being so near and everybody is going to make it in their cars. 


We got over 30 of us going on account of 
The 
wives are going along this time which to the boys is like draggin’ an 
anchor. It’s gonna cramp their style even though the women said they 
Well, if you know 
you know that after the first hour the dames will have plenty of 


won’t bother us and would see the town by themselves, 
L. A. 


time on their hands. Aggie sez she don’t wan to go, but I’m laying odds 
| that when I open my trunk rack out she'll pop. Of course Junior is com- 
ing along. It will be his first Legion Convention, and I hope to Gawd when 
| he grows up he won't have no Army as an Almy Mater. Me and Aggie 


I’m gettin’ kinda tired of parades and singing ‘Mademiselle Parlyvous’ 
and ‘Long, Long Trial,’ and my stomach turns up its nose after the fifth 
drink, so I’m gonna make this a sort of a business and pleasure trip. I'm 
going around and see how the radio stations are run—although I got my 
|own ideas all set how I’m gonna run mine. I wanna get away from the 
| set routine they got now. I. don’t expect to start right in with revolution- 
lary ideas but little by little I'll get "em in. The owner of our town’s paper 
| is not so hot about us opening a radio station; he claims it’s gonna hurt his 
advertising and circulation, but he can’t kick because the banker owns 
| most of his paper, and as he owns my radio station too, all the editor can 





| do is to write mind-editorials. 
| We got a load of new pupils for 
un-learn the Big Apple and replace 


| Flo do it very well considerin’ they 
| 


doing pretty good this week. 


| helping. I had to send for more b 
a library with them. They grab ’e 
counter. 


Bring People 


| 
| 
Was reading a lot of stuff about 


the dancing school. They all wanna 
it with the Lambeth Walk. Vic and 
y never saw it done. The theatre is 


Maybe the Better Picture Year campaign is 


ooklets; I think somebody is starting 
m as fast as I can stick ’em on the 


It’s funny how people grab anything that’s for free. 


’s Minds Back 
the Theatre Concil they had in New 


| York Jast week, how they're tryin’ to get the road back and how every- 


| body made speeches. It must hav 


vaudeville, drama, pictures and 


and hate. 
and vice versa. 


dians are sad. 


back and think of the nice things of 


her mind to come back too. 


Coolacres Division in the parade. 


of the fathers and mothers that lost 
won’t come to the theatre until they 
to get a good picture. But parents 
their kid. 


Remember us to the gang and te 


Sez 


Aggie ain’t a bad philosopher at times. 
dough writing that stuff for the magazines, but she sez she’s waitin’ for 


‘e. been interesting. Aggie sez that 


regular business will all come back as 
|} soon as the people’s minds come back. 
The Republicans put on g 
The radio is sad all day with sketches that tell about 
people dying, and sick and run over, and going to jail. 


Everybody's minds are on wars 
as masks when they. pass a Democrat 


Even the come- 


That’s why Aggie says, when people’s minds will come 


life, then everybody will do business. 
I said she could make a lot of 


Aggie is makin’ a tiny uniform for Junior and he is gonna lead the 
There was a lot of others that wanted 
their kids to lead the parade, but our kid looks the best and is a showman. 
He walks as straight as a die, but not for long. 
walk when we pass the grandstand and the photographers. 


I’m only gonna have him 
I guess a lot 
out with their kids will be sore and 
get over their peeve or until I happen 
have got to make some sacrifices for 


ll ’em I wish the Convention was in 


New York instead of L. A. There’s so many more places to hide there. 


Your Pal, 


Lejty. 





HELEN WESTLEY’S PLAY 
FOR GEO. ABBOTT LIKELY 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Helen Westley leaves this week 
for New York, possibly to return to 
the stage in George Abbott’s forth- 
coming production of ‘Primrose 
Path,’ the Robert Buckner-Walter 
Hart dramatizsiion of ‘February 
Hill.’ 

Actress likes the play and 
part, but has to talk terms. 





the 





S.E.C. REPORTS 


Pathe Sells Some Meno—Old Uni- 
yersal Tradings. 








Washington, Sept. 20. 

Pathe International has unloaded 
some of its Monogram stock, report 
to the Securities & Exchange Com- 
mission revealed this week. Only 
two other transactions in film paper, 
one over two years old, uncovered 
in latest semi-monthly statement on 
corporate insiders’ operations. 

Tardy statement showed Pathe In- 
ternational early 
Mono common tickets, retaining title 
to 65,867, as well as 6,017 options 
for common. Nature of the trans- 
action not disclosed. Only other cur- 
rent deal was sale of 20 shares of 
Pathe Film common by T. P. Loach. 
He hangs on to 11 pieces. 

Bewhiskered return showed Bob 
Cochrane and elder Carl Laemmle 
cut their interest in Universal Pic- 
tures back in April, 1936, by ex- 
change and sale respectively. Coch- 
rane showed he surrendered all in- 
terest in 22,746 shares of common 
held by an undisclosed intermediary 
and Laemmle reported sale of 166,867 
shares of common, along with 15,707 
,Shares of second preferred. Wiped 





jout Cochrane’s financial stake but 


in July sold 800) 


LORENTZ READIES 
ANOTHER U. S. FILM 


| Next Pare Lorentz film for the 
Government gets under way in a 
Pacanen or two, not for any special 
branch, but under the supervision of 
| the National Emergency Council, 
|representing all the departments. 
|Lorentz is back in Washington, 
| where decision will be reached on 
| whether to go ahead with produc- 
_tion at once. Picture would be an- 
other documentary, this time using 
a locale of the Grand Coulee and 
Bonneville dams. Hitch in produc- 
tion at this time, however, is that the 
rainy season normally starts in the 
northwest about Oct. 1. 

Lorentz is dickering at present for 

British release of his Resettlement 
Administration film, ‘The River. Al- 
though there is no authorization for 
such a deal, he is settling with Elsie 
Cohen, of Unity Films, Ltd., London, 
for a 50-50 split on the film. Al- 
though there is no precedent for the 
Government renting pictures, Lor- 
entz figures the Treasury won't re- 
|fuse any such coin deposited to its 
| credit. As an employee of the Gov- 
|} ernment, he will, of course, receive 
|no money from the deal. 
| Besides the British releasing con- 
tract, deals are also being set for 
| showing the pic in France, Switzer- 
|land, Belgium, Sweden and Aus- 
|tralia. Pic has also been televised 
| twice in London. In all non-Eng- 
| lish-speaking countries, superimposed 
| titles will be used. When the film 
| was prepared for entry in the Venice 
‘exposition a specially translated 
;}sound track was tried, but the 
tonguetwister names of western U. S. 
| rivers nixed the attempt. 











—— 


'Laernmle was left with 7,016 shares 
/of common and 1,145 shares of first 
preferred. 
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Newsreels Now Work Like Dailies, 
Grab the News As It's Happening 


4 





Moe to obtain headline news and 
further enhance coverage with live 
items has been taken by a majority 
of the newsreels in New York City 
with a chance that the arrangement 
will extend to other important cities 
throughout the country. Present 
alignment is a news tip service 
which gradually is developing into a 
news bureau to inform newsreel 
editors of important accidents, fires, 
crime outbreaks, etc., just as soon as 
flashed to police headquarters in 
Manhattan. 

Group of former newsreel assign- 
ment men in New York has set up a 
small bureau at police headquarters. 
They maintain men on duty so that 
newsreels are informed as soon as 
any item is cleared through main 
headquarters. Recent instances of 
what this has been accomplishing is 
that the newsreel editors were able 
to get men on the scene of the re- 
cent east side subway crash shortly 
after it happened and do the same 
when a Bellevue hospital inmate at- 
tempted to take a fatal leap. 


Idea back of this intensified con- 
tacting main police officers in big 
communities is to grab news as it is 
actually occurring. Newsreel editors 
would stress living news and ac- 
tualities rather than staged stunts, 
aftermath news handling and staid 
speech-making. This clearing house 
of live items plan is now being 
mulled for Chicago with similar ar- 
rangement either in Los Angeles or 
San Francisco next in line for con- 
sideration. 

Not only is the clearing house or 
bureau idea for police headquarters 
inexpensive thus far, but it repre- 
sents actually smaller outlay in coin 
than currently is expended by many 
reels for tipster information. — Dif. 
ference is that the newsreels are as- 
sured thorough protection on vir- 
tually every live news event in time 
to grab it while it is actually hap- 
pening. Not only do all police mat- 
ters, covering a multitude of sub- 
jects, clear through main headquar- 
ters but tab also is kept on all big 
conflagrations, bad accidents and 
many other items. 


SUNDAY FILMS BRIBE 
CHARGES UP ANEW IN PA. 


Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 


Charges that the film industry 
passed a $100,000 bribe for passage of 
the bill by the 1935 Legislature legal- 
izing Sunday pix were repeated by 
former Attorney General Charles J. 
Margiotti last week. Margiotti re- 
iterated to the House Committee in- 
vestigating graft charges against 
Governor Earle and other prominent 
Democrats the statements he c-ig- 
inally made in his campaign for the 
Democratic nomination for governor, 
which he lost. 

Exactly who paid the money or 
who got it has still not been made 
clear by Margiotti, although the in- 
ference is that it went into the Demo- 
cratic war chest. 


Potter’s ‘Casties’ Bid 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
RKO is dickering wiih Samuel 
Goldwyn for the services of Henry 
C. Potter as director of ‘The Castles,’ 
co-starring Fred Astaire and Ginger 
Rogers. 
Currently Potter is winding up 


Production of ‘The Lady and the 
Cowboy.’ 

















SAVING ON RANGERS 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
‘The Lone Ranger Returns’ re- 
Places ‘The Texas Rangers Are Com- 
ing’ as one of Republic’s four serials 

for the 1938-39 releasing program. 
Serial will be the second based on 
& radio cliffhanger of he same name, 
Tights to which were purchased re- 


cently from George W. Trendle of 
troit. 


‘ 


vv 





Henie Set Chi Icing 


Chicago, Sept. 20. 

Sonja Henie in town yesterday 
(Monday) to signature new personal 
appearance contract with the Chicago 
Stadium. Deal calls for exclusive 
exhibitions under Stadium manage- 
ment. 

Stadium organization handled the 
Henie appearances across the country 
last year. 


Par's Subsid Cos. 
To Coincide With 
MPTOA Conclave 


Efforts are being made to concen- 
trate theatre conventions in Okla- 
homa City concurrently, before or 
directly after the annual powwow 
there this year of the Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of America, set for 
three days starting Oct. 30. In ad- 
dition to individual circuit conven- 
tions, Oklahoma City may mark the 
site of a conclave of Paramount’s 
theatre department for all its vari- 
ous partners and home office execu- 
tives as held in Miami two years ago 
at the same time the MPTOA was 
there. Par had planned holding its 
second such annual meet last spring, 
but at that time postponed it until 
this fall. 

One of the advantages of dating a 
Par conveition with that of the 
MPTOA, so that they overlap or are 
held during the same week, is that 
many of those active in the MPTOA 
are partners or orerating associates 
of Par. These include one of Par’s 
biggest partners, Bo» Wilby, as well 
as Sam Pinanski, important New 
England operator who is a member 
of the radio competition committee 
of the MPTOA. 

Each year various circuits hold 
individual conventions, such as In- 
terstate, Malco and Griffith Amuse- 
ment. These are also being induced 
to schedule their annual get-togeth- 
ers for Oklahoma City around Oct. 
30. 

Ed L. Kuykenaall, MPTOA presi- 
dent, is now in New York discuss- 
ine arrangements for this year’s 
convention, slate of which will in- 
clude many items for consideration, 
such as chain divore ment, U. S.’s 
anti-trust suit against majors, block- 
booking, the Neely bill, cther legis- 
lative dangers, trade practices, self- 
regulation, etc. 

Indiana Meets Nov. 1-2 
Indianapolis, Sept. 20. 

Associated Theatre Owners of In- 
diana will come to town Nov. 1-2 
for their 12th annual convention. 
Antlers hotel has been chosen as 
the spot where plans for 1939 will 
be formulated. 

Marc Wolf is in charge of the con- 
vention, assisted by Ernest Miller, 
Carl Niesse, I. R. Holycross and Don 
Rossiter, secretary of the associa- 
tion. 


Long Time in Saddle 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

















Charles E. Ford has four Roy 
Rogers westerns lined up for shoot- 
ing at Republic as soon as the singing | 
star returns from his currnet p.a. | 
tour of the northwest. 

First to go is ‘Colorado Sunset,’ to 
be followed in order by ‘Cheyenne | 
Saddles,’ ‘Frontier Express’ and 
‘Headin’ for Texas.’ 


‘SHOW ME’ LATER 
Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
Paramount postponed shooting of | 
the Bob Burns starrer, ‘I'm From 
Missouri,’ until next January. 








DeMille’s ‘Union Pacific,’ which rolls | 


in two weeks. 


| tion of the director is essential. 


DIRECTORS MAY 
LOSE MAJORITY 


Labor Board Looks Into 
Charge Many in Arrears, 
Therefore Not Members— 
Pilots Ask 60-Hour Week, 
Submit Platform to Pro- 
ducers 





—_—__ 


ACTORS NEGOTIATE 


—_—__—- 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Delinquent member list sub- 
mitted to the Labor Board Mon- 
day revealed a severe setback 
for directors if the Board tosses 
out those not paid up. On such 
determination the SDG will lack 
bargaining majority in five ma- 
jor studios. 

Delinquents outnumbered 
paid-up members, on dates at is- 
sue, at Warners, 20th-Fox, Co- 
lumbia, RKO and Universal. 

The Guild holds a slim mar- 
gin of one at Metro. 


Delinquent dues of film directors 
will be one of the deciding factors in 
determining whether the Screen 
Directors Guild is entitled to certi- 
fication by the National Labor Re- 
lations Board as collective represen- 
tative for directors, unit managers 
and assistant directors. It also will 
be considered by the NLRB in its 
analysis of producer contentions that 
the Guild is not a properly consti- 
tuted bargaining unit. 

This became certain when William 
R. Ringer, NLRB trial examiner, 
nixed plea of the Guild to strike from 
the records testimony that many 





directors have never. paid dues and 
that others are delinquent from three | 
months to two years. 
holds delinquent members are not 
actually members of the Guild in 
good standing, the SDG will experi- 
ence trouble in showing a member- 
ship majority at any of the major 
studios. 


In turning down the Guild plea, 
Examiner Ringer said: 

‘There is enough relevancy to this 
testimony that it may have a bear- 
ing on the issues pertinent to the 
hearing. If it is legally immaterial, 
it will not prejudice either the trial 
examiner or the board. I believe the 
safest thing is to leave it in the rec- 
ord for whatever weight it has. The 
motion to strike is denied.’ 

Testimony disclosed that many 
members who resigned are still listed 
as members, the Guild contending 
they cannot withdraw until all de- 
linquent dues are paid. In one in- 
stance a director is still listed as a 
member although he withdrew his 
original application for affiliation 
and has never refiled. 

Dues are divided into three classes: 
$50 year for directors receiving 
$15,000 year or less; $100 for those 
receiving between $15,000 and 
$30,000, and $250 for those paid more 
than $30,000. 

Want 60-Hour Week 

Simultaneous with this ruling it 
was disclosed that directors are seek- 
ing a 60-hour week, overtime for 
holidays, minimum of $150 week for 
first assistant directors, and $80 for 
second assistants and unit managers. 

Platform of the Senior Screen 
Directors Guild, as originally submit- 
ted to the Producers, follows: 

‘In the development of the art and 
industry of making motion pictures, 
although many brains and many 


If the board | 





talents have contributed to the final 
products, the director has been and 
is the central creative force controll- | 
ing and coordinating these brains | 
and talents and translating them into | 
the final achievement on the screen. | 

‘The making of a motion picture | 
has three consecutive steps: prepara- 
tion, photographing and editing. In| 
all these steps the creative contribu- 
Re- | 
alizing and accepting the respon- | 
sibility of his position, the director, 
through the Screen Directors Guild, | 


inclusion in a minimum basic con- | 
(Continued on page 21) 





UES ISSUE 


Disintegration of the Academy 
Seen in Irreconcilable Stance 
Of Screen Guilders and Producers 





They Can’t Mean Us 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
‘Words and Music,’ based on piracy 
of the classics by popular songwrit- 
ers, goes into production next month 
at Warners with Dick Powell and 
Rosemary Lane in the lead roles. 
Jerry Wald and Richard Macaulay 
wrote the original and are working 
on the screenplay. Picture gets 
away as soon as Powell finishes his 
current job in ‘Going Places.’ 


Producers-SWG 
Confab Breaks 


Up; an Impasse 








Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
A meeting Monday night on neu- 
tral ground at the Beverly Wilshire 
hotel between producers and Screen 
Writers’ Guild broke up when the 
scribes refused to continue negotia- 


{tions unless the studio heads imme- 
| diately cancelled their contract with 


Screen Playwrights and recognized 
SWG as the exclusive bargaining 
agent. 


Producers insisted there was some 


| doubt as to the legality of such ac- 


tion and even so would be reluctant 
to close out the Playwrights, as its 
contract was negotiated in good 
faith. Guild negotiators demanded 
the following clause be inserted in 
SWG contracts as a condition for 
continuing negotiations: 

‘Screen Writers’ Guild is recog- 
nized by producers and each of them 
as exclusive collective bargaining 
agent for ail persons who are em- 
ployed to write material which is 
intended to be used in making of 
motion pictures.’ 


When Darryl Zanuck and other 
execs explained such an agreement 
is impossible because of prior con- 
tractual commitments the Guild ne- 
gotiators withdrew. In replying to 
the remark of a SWG negotiator, 
‘So you won’t bargain any more?,‘ 
Zanuck shot back, ‘I never said any- 
thing of the kind.’ 


In a counter-proposal to Guild de- 
mands, the producers stated they 
could not agree to any form of Guild 
shop; were disinclined to approve 
minimum standard contract for 
writers; vetoed proposal anent liqui- 
dated damages for unfair labor 
practices, and refused to guarantee 
that agents of writers would not be 
barred from offices of producers. 


The studio heads offered to conduct 
a survey of salaries paid and then 
enter into discussions pertaining to 
minimum wage for scribes, but also 
denied was the request that no 
writer be loaned to another pro- 
ducer without the written consent 
of the scenarist. Producers declared 
unwillingness to, extend required 
notice to two weeks in case of em- 
ployment over 52 consecutive weeks. 


The Counter-Proposals 


Other counter-proposals to writ- | 


ers include: Refusal to extend any 
provision relating to plagiarism be- 
yond those now in effect; that no 
separate contract be drawn for 
screen writers to script for radio, 
television or stage presentation; that 
in determination of credits it is ab- 
solutely essential that whatever ma- 
chinery adopted it must not delay 
or interfere with prompt release of 
any photoplay or advertising ma- 
terial, 

Most of the other turndowns to 


Burns, instead, goes into Cecil B. | presents the following platform for| swG proposals were covered by 


references to certain paragraphs in 


| the Guild document. 





Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Wholesale withdrawals from the 
Acacemy are expected to follow W. 
S. Van Dyke’s resignation, an- 
nounced in a page advertisement in 
Daily Variety Monday (19). 

Members aifiliated with the Screen 
Directors and Screen Writers Guilds 
are dissatisfied with the alleged pro- 
ducer influence in the Academy and 


claim the cultural - advancement is 
being espoused, rather than eco- 
nomics. 

Van Dyke, who was committee 


chairman to reorganize the Academy, 
gave as his reason the ‘antagonism 
of guilds to the Academy, and I feel 
the first allegiance is due to my eco- 
nomics colleagues.’ 

Frank Capra, prexy of both Screen 
Directors Guild and the Academy, 
recently addressed a letter to pro- 
ducers urging them to quit the 
Academy and leave its reorganiza- 
tion to guilds and other film work- 
ers. He said the guilds mistrusted 
the presence of producers and he felt 
disinclined to carry the torch any 
further unless producers withdrew 
from the Academy. 

In his reply to Capra’s attack on 
producers affiliated with Academy, 
Darryl Zanuck said, ‘Request for 
resignations is so basically unfair 
and the tone of the letter itself so 
unreasonable, I cannot help but 
come to the conclusion that the ac- 
tual desire for harmony and peace 
in our industry is but a fantasy.’ 

Zanuck placed the blame for the 
threatened collapse of the Academy 
on the short-sightedness of guild 
leaders and other individuals. 


RALPH MORGAN 
PREZ OF S.A. 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
Ralph Morgan was elected presie 
dent of the Screen Actors Guild over 
Melvyn Douglas by a 4—1 margin, 
with 537 votes cast. Morgan carried 
the regular slate into office with him, 








Officers are James Cagney, Joan 
Crawford, Edward Arnold, vicee- 
presidents; Porter Hall, treasurer; 


board of directors comprise Arnold, 
Beulah Bondi, Ralph Byrd, Douglas 
Hall, Paul Harvey, Hugh Herbert, 
Howard Hickman, Peter Loree and 
Gloria Stuart. 

Morgan was the nominating com- 
mittee’s candidate. 


PIZOR AN EXEC NOW 
ALSO OF COMERFORD 


Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 

Lewen Pizor, president of the 
United Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of Eastern Pennsylvania, South- 
ern New Jersey and Delaware, was 
named an executive last Thursday 
(15) of the Comerford chain. Comer- 
ford, reputedly a Paramount subsid, 
controls almost 200 theatres in the 
Pennsylvania territory east of the 
Alleghenies. 

His new post, Pizor said, will not 
interfere with operation of 14 houses 
in and around Philly in which he has 
a personal interest. Within the past 
month, in association with another 
prominent exhib here, Charles 
Segall, chairman of UMPTO’s board, 
he opened two additional houses 
which the pair recently acquired and 
completely renovated. They are 
skedded to open another new house, 
the Chelten, tomorrow (Wednesday). 


THEN THE BATTLE 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Final location trip of RKO’s 
‘Gunga Din’ troupe to Lone Pine is 
deferred until Sept. 30 to clean up 
interior shots at the studio. 

Battle scenes, requiring 700 extras 
for about three weeks, will complete 
the picture. 
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Lesion’s Biz Lift Pounded Down By 


Heat, ‘Boys Town Leads L.A. $32,300; :s*, 
with P.A.s NSG-156 


‘Sons of Legion 


Los Angeles, Sept. 20. 

Extreme heat is keeping grosses 
down generally, although ‘Boys 
Town’ is enjoying a hefty play at 
the day-date State and Chinese, ac- 
counting for a big $32,300 combined 
take, while others are also 
benefiting from Legionnaire crowds. 
Paramount strategy of rushing in 
‘Sons of the Legion’ to cash in on 
the American Legion’s annual con- 
vention failed to attract the atten- 
tion expected, despite fact that Par 
studio contributed most of its name 
players for full week of nightly ap- 
pearances in conjunction. 

Only other new bill is at the Pan- 
tages-Hollywood, topped by ‘I Am 
the Law,’ oka) 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; | 
30-40-55-75)—‘Boys Town’ (MG) and | 
‘Speed to Burn’ (20th), dual. Looks 
like very good $13,800 on the stanza. 
Last week, ‘Nancy’ (MG) and ‘Rich 
Man’ (MG) okay $11,200. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—Four Daughters’ (FN) (2d 


week). Holdover will not hang up 
any records, fair $6,500 probably the 





soine 





answer. First week finished with 
smart $10,500. 
Four Star (F-WC-UA)—‘Algiers’ 


(UA) (10th-final week). Wound up 
10 sensational weeks by grossing an- 
other $2,000 to bring total take past 
the $40,000 mark, new house record. 
Ninth stanza finished with surpris- 
ing $2,300. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘4 Daughters’ (FN) (2d week). 
Holdover hitting for fair $7,000, after 
big $11,300 on opening week. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
*I Am Law’ (Col) and ‘Lady Objects’ 
(Col), dual. Weekend debut was to 
better than average and week should 
finish with $8,700. Last week, sec- 
ond stanza of ‘Carefree’ (RKO) and 
*Young Fugitives’ (U), fair $6,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) | 
—Sons of Legion’ (Par) and stage | 
show. Presence of most of the Par- 
amount player roster on _ stage 
throughout the week, with Martha 
Raye and Stroud Twins holding for 





entire seven days, failed to -create 
expected strength and despite Amer- 
ican Legion convention will have to 
be satisfied with $15,000. Last week, 
‘Spawn of North’ (Par), final nine 
days good $18,000. 

RKO (2,872; 30-40-55) —‘I Am Law’ 
(Col) and ‘Lady Objects’ (Col), dual. 
Legion convention crowds help and 
stanza will wind up with $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Carefree’ (RKO) and 
‘Young Fugitives’ (U), $6,100, less 
than expected. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75)—Boys Town’ (MG) and ‘Speed 
to Burn’ (20th), dual. Mighty healthy 
returns as $18,500 indicates. Last 
week, ‘Nancy’ (MG) and ‘Rich Man’ 
(MG), okay $13,500. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 30- 
40-55)—Nancy’ (MG) and ‘Rich 
Man’ (MG), dual. Moveover not so 
forte with $2,700 best in sight. Last 
week, ‘Lucky Star’ (20th) and ‘Safety 
in Numbers’ (20th), on moveover 
fair $3,100. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Nancy’ (MG) and ‘Rich Man’ 
(M-G), dual. Hitting over average 
pace on moveover and will finish 
with probable $6,200. Last week, 
‘Lucky Star’ (20th) and ‘Safety in 
Numbers’ (20th), satisfactory $5,600. 


‘BOY, GIRL’-VAUDE 
GOOD 106 IN DENVER 


Denver, Sept. 20. 

Business here is on the upbeat. 
All first-runs doing average or better. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40) — 
‘Lucky Star’ (20th), after a week at 
the Denver. Nice $3,500. Last week, 
*Alexander’ (20th), good $4,000. 
Showing day and date with Rialto, 
film was in second week here, be- 
sides a week at each the Denver 
and Paramount. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,100; 25-40) — 
*Carefree’ (RKO) and _ ‘Rackets’ 
(RKO), after a week at the Or- 
pheum. Good $3,000. Last week, 
Antoinette’ (M-G), after two weeks 
at the Orpheum, nice $2,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
50)—‘Spawn’ (Par) (3d wk). Very 
big $8,000. Last week, second, good 
$7,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-50) — 
‘Boy Girl’ (WB) and stage show. 
Good $10,000. Last week, ‘Lucky 
Star’ (20th), geod $8,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 











Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Tetal Gross 
ee i $276,200 
(Based on 11 theatres) 


Total Gross Same Week 
ee eee $351,300 
(Based on 14 theatres) 











(RKO). Swell $10,000. Last week, 
‘Carefree’ (RKO) and ‘Rackets’ 
(RKO), good $7,800. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Lady Objects’ (Col) and ‘Reforma- 


‘Racket Busters’ (WB) and ‘Mr 
Chump’ (WB). Public’s general 
apathy hurting stand; poor $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Lucky Star’ (20th) and 
‘Speed Burn’ (20th), stumbled in 
stanza, drawing only fair 


(Indie) (2,200; 25-35-40)— 
' ‘Sinners’ (Par) and ‘Desperate Ad- 
/venture’ (Rep). Four-day holdover 
lto straighten opening-day sked get- 
ting fair $3,000. First seven-day run 
drew strong $8,000. 


DETROIT MILD: 
CO-ED’ $17,500 








| 
| 
| 


Detroit, Sept. 20. 

Dull is the word, fall weather and 
| $250,000 picture drive quiz notwith- 
standing. Product just doesn’t have 
|it on the ball currently. } 

Town’s surprise continues in the 
|form of ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band,’ 
| holding for its third second-run ses- 


tory’ (Col). Big $4,000. Last week,/sion at the Adams, following two 
‘Racket Busters’ (WB) and ‘Speed ||ively stanzas at the Fox. ‘Boy’s 
to Burn’ (20th), good $3,000. 'Town’ not doing any _ sensational 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Letter’, work at the United Artists. 

(U), after a week at each the Den-| Estimates for the Week 

ver and Aladdin, and ‘Highway| aqgams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
Patrol’ {Col ). x0od $2,000. Last ‘Alexander’ (20th) (3d wk) (2d run), 
week, ‘Alexander (20th), good plus ‘Speed Burn’ (20th), dual. Three 


$2,000, showing day and date with 
Aladdin, besides a week at each the 
Denver, Paramount and a first week 
at the Aladdin. 


TRACY-ROONEY 
SMASH 176 | 
IN PROV. 


Providence, Sept. 20. 

‘Boy’s Town’. at Loew’s State is 
really going to town with banner 
$17,000. Other stands, however, fall- 
ing off considerably in comparison 
with recent biz. 

Strand giving four-day holdover to 
‘Sing You Sinners’ to catch up with 
usual opening date. Fay’s, city’s 
only vaude house, lowered top ad- 
mish to 40c. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Letter’ (U) and ‘Smashing Rackets’ 








(RKO). Jogging along to fair $7,- 
500. Last week, ‘Carefree’ (RKO) 
and ‘Prison Break’ (U) (2d wk), 


so-so $5,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Has Nancy’ (M-G) and ‘Chaser’ 
(M-G). Holding for fair $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Alexander’ (20th) (4th wk), 
swell $5,000. 

Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-40)-—‘Million’ 
(20th) and vaude with Helen Mor- 
gan. Stage show —— for $7,000, 
okay. Last week, ‘Cowboy’ (WB) 
and vaude, pulled house to nice $7,- 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Boy’s Town’ (M-G) and ‘Lady Ob- 
jects’ (Col).. Zowie $17,000. Last 
week, ‘Has Nancy’ (M-G) and 
‘Chaser’ (M-G), good $14,000. 


iof ‘Antoinette’ 
| $6,500 
land $16,000 takes, in first two weeks. 


'sessions here after two big weeks at 
|Fox is something to cheer about; 
good $4,400 due this week. Irving 
| Berlin musical, coupled with ‘Gladi- 
lator’ (Col), clipped off nice $5,800 
llast stanza, preceded by wow $7,100 
| first session at this house. 
| Fex (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)—‘Co- 
| Ed’ (20th) plus stage show. Slightly 
better than previous week. thaugh 
nothing to crow about at $17,500, 
mild. Last week, only $16,000, n.s.g., 
for ‘Am Law’ (Col) and stage show. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65)—‘Has Nancy’ (M-G) plus 
‘Rich Man’ (M-G), dual, So-so $9,300 
coming up. Last week about $10,000, 


better, for ‘Boy Girl’ (WB) and 
‘Actress’ (WB). 
Palms - State (Urtited Detroit) 


(3,000; 30-40-50)—‘Smashing Rackets’ 
(RKO) plus ‘Painted Desert’ (RKO), 
dual. Will hit around $5,000, okay. 
Last stanza slightly better at $5,300 
for ‘Sinners’ (Par) (2d run) and 
‘Crime Ring’ (RKO). 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000; 30-40-55) — ‘Boy’s ‘Town’ 
(M-G). Paced for nice $10,000, but 
not up to expectations. Third session 
(M-G) drew good 


last week, following $11,500 





Henie Smooth $6,800 
In Port., ‘Town’ H.0. OK 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 20. 
‘Lucky Star’ at the Paramount is 
a good enough winner, while ‘Little 
Tough Guy’ at the Broadway is only 
fair. ‘Ragtime Band’ went into the 
list of long-run perennials, now in 
sixth week at the Mayfair. 


Estimates for this Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40)—‘Tough Guy’ (U) and ‘Actress’ 
(WB). Fair, $4,500. Last week, ‘Has 
Nancy’ (M-G) and ‘Rich Man’ (M-G) 
(2d week), good $4,700. First week 
big $8,000. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen (1,500; 
30-35-40 )—‘Alexander’s’ (20th) (6th 








Majestic (Fay) (2,300; 25-35-50)— 


week), Still good at $2,500. Fifth, 





Players Frisco P.A. Hops ‘Daughters 
And ‘Co-Ed’ to 186, $12,000, Respec. 





San Francisco, Sept. 20. 
Six feature players from 20th-Fox 
and Warners studios in Hollywood 


made p.a. here last week in connec- 
tion with showings of their pictures 
on the opening day at the Fox and 
Warfield. Those who made the trip 
from Hollywood in an effort to get 


included two of the Lane Sisters, 
Rosemary and Priscilla, and Jeffrey 
Lynn, who took a bow on the stage 
of the Fox first day of ‘Four Daugh- 
ters’ (15), and Marjorie Weaver, Joan 
Davis and Jack Haley, who dittoed 
the following day (16) at the War- 
field, where ‘Hold That Co-Ed’ is in 
for a week’s run. 

‘Daughters,’ which is getting sup- 
port of the Hearst dailies, looks like 
the top coin-getter, with ‘Three Loves 
Has Nancy’ and ‘Secrets of an 
Actress’ at the Paramount, the sec- 
ond best moneymaker among the 
newcomers on the main stem. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fex (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Daughters’ (WB) and ‘Higgins Fam- 
ily’ (Rep). Biz building every day; 
looks like good $18,000. Last week 
‘Lucky Star’ (20th) and ‘Speed Burn’ 


(Rep), $16,000, good. 
Gelden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 





—Has Nancy’ (M-G) and ‘Fugitives’ 


—‘Smashing Rackets’ (RKO) and 


1 vaude, 


their latest efforts off to a hefty start | $12 


Pinky Tomlin heads stage 
show this week and responsible for 
fairly good $14,000, Last week (2nd), 
‘Carefree’ (RKO) closed to tune of 
sweet $13,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55)— 
‘Am Law’ (Col) and ‘Freshman Year’ 
(U) (2d wk). Second week fairly 
good “ $6,000. First week great 
Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55- 
75)—‘Has Nancy’ (M-G) and ‘Actress’ 
(WB). New Janet Gaynor picture 
very well liked. Good notices will 
help push take up to sizable $16,000. 
Last week (2d), ‘Spawn’ (Par) and 
‘Safety Numbers’ (20th), better than 
average $10,500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- 
75)—‘Alexander’ (20th) (5th wk). 
Hasn’t lost its wind yet according to 
amazing $5,000 in sight on fifth stint. 
Last week (4th) very big $6,800. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-65)—‘Algiers’ (9th wk). Lack of 
product only reason for stretching 
this out for another week. Final 
stanza lucky to get $4,000. Last week 
(8th), preview of ‘Drums’ helped ‘Al- 
giers’ to show good $5,200. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-55-75) 
—‘Co-Ed’ (20th) and ‘Limberlost’ 
(Mono). Hopeful of $12,000, good. 
Last week (2d), ‘Four’s Crowd’ (WB) 





Pitt Team Scrams, 
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Sock $29,000, Garber- Giants’ $20,000 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
_y 2 re $1,654,000 
(Based on 26 cities, 168 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
Ne Fa 
Total Gross Same Week 
fe | ere $1,598,400 
(Based on 22 cities, 152 theatres) 














$3,300. First four weeks grossed 
great $22,000. 
Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


(1,800; 30-35-40 )—‘Sinners’ (Par) and 
‘Murder’ (20th) (2d week). Fair, 
$3,500. First week better than aver- 
age, $5,000. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40 )—‘Lucky Star’ (20th) 
and ‘Rackets’ (RKO). Good $6,800. 
Last week, ‘Spawn’ (Par) and ‘Speed 
to Burn’ (20th), closed good second 
week at $4,800. 

Rivoli (Indie) (1,100; 20-25)—‘Dra- 
cula’ (U) and Frankenstein’ (U). 
Duo of horror pix revival okay 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Dr. Rythm’ 
(Par) and ‘Yellow Jack’ (M-G), 
average $1,600. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40)—“Boys Town’ (M-G) and 
‘Freshman Year’ (U) (2d week). 
Good $5,000. First week piled up 
swell $7,000. 


‘TOWN’ BUSY 
$10,000 IN 
LVILLE 





Louisville, Sept. 20. 

Nice lineup of product in town this 
week, Couple of standouts, “Boys 
Town,’ at Loew’s, and ‘Carefree,’ at 
Rialto, will grab grosses of near 
smash proportions. ‘Boys Town’ is 
surprising at Loew’s, particularly as 
there is no love interest to intrigue 
the femmes. Exploitation and na- 
tional ads gave the pic a buildup. 
‘Carefree’ doing all right at Rialto, 


although not up to standards of pre- 
vious Astaire-Rogers efforts. 


State Fair ended Saturday (17), 
but apparently had no adverse effect 
at theatre b.o.’s. Rainy, cool weather 
was a break for the film houses, 


Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew's-Fourth Ave.) 
(1,000; 15-30-40 )—‘Has Nancy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Gladiator’ (Col). Still drawing 
‘em after profitable first week at 
Loew’s State. Okay $2,400. Last 
week, ‘Antoinette’ (M-G), tallied fine 
$2,900, after successful stanza at 
Loew’s. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-20)— 
‘My Bill’ (WB) and ‘Cowboy Brook- 
lyn’ (WB) (dual), split with ‘Little 
Women’ (RKO) and ‘Penrod’ (WB). 
Romping along nicely to $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Wonderful Time’ (RKO) and 
‘Give Million’ (20th) (dual), split 
with ‘King Kong’ (revival) and ‘Al- 
ways Goodbye’ (20th), fine $2,100. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 
30-40) — ‘Boys Town’ (M-G) and 
‘Lady Objects’ (Col) (dual). Work 
of Mickey Rooney putting this one 
over to near-smash_ proportions. 
Probably $10,000, big. Last week, 
‘Has Nancy’ (M-G) and ‘Gladiator’ 
(Col) (dual), good, $9,000 and trans- 
ferred to Brown for additional week. 


Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40 )—‘Daughters’ (WB). Shar- 
ing in general upturn at the wicket, 
but should rate better play. Looks 
like oke $4,000. Last week, ‘Actress’ 
(WB), medium $2,800. 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15) — “True 
Confession’ (20th) and ‘Honolulu’ 
(U) (dual), split with ‘Missing Girls’ 
(Indie) and ‘Love Work’ (20th). 
Probably $1,500, fine. Last week, 
‘College’ (20th) and ‘Ebb Tide’ (Par) 
(dual), split with ‘Scandal Street’ 
(Par) and ‘Love Under Fire’ (20th), 
okay $1,400. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-30- 
40)—‘Carefree’ (RKO) and ‘Smash- 
ing Rackets’ (RKO) (dual). Critics 
lukewarm on pic and b.o. trade, 
while satisfictory, could be better. 
Looks like fair $8,000. Last week, 
‘Lucky Star’ (20th) and ‘Speed to 
Burn’ (20th) (dual), proved Sonja 
Henie still potent b.o. factor here, 
pulling swell $12,000. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-30- 
40)—‘Breaking Ice’ (RKO) and ‘Sky 
Giant’ (RKO) (dual). Standing out 
as potent combo, but opposish will 
keep the take from hitting big fig- 
ure. Probably $3,500, much better 
than past few weeks. Last week, 








and ‘Murder’ (20th), dismal $7,000. 


‘Alexander’ (20th), wound up fourth 
downtown stanza to big $3,800. 


. 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 20. 

With pennant-bound Pirates out 
of town, cooler weather prevailing 
and Allegheny County’s Sesquicen- 
iennial continuing to pull in flock of 
out-of-towners, pic biz is definitely 
on the upgrade again. Generally ad- 
mitted here that industry’s quiz con- 
test is helping considerably, too, 
since request for booklets is terrific 
and b.o, inquiries as to whether cur- 
rent flicker is a ‘quiz entry’ indicates 
mounting interest. 

Penn leading the field by a wide 
margin this week, ‘Boys Town’ top- 
ping ‘Marie Antoinette’ and other re- 
cent big grossers and heading for 
near record week. Jan Garber’s 
draft is keeping ‘Valley of the Giants’ 
out of the red at Stanley and ‘My 
Lucky Star’ looks good enough at 
Fulton to rate a second week. Twin- 
bill spots, however, are taking it on 
the chin, ‘Gladiator’ and ‘Reforma- 
tory’ staggering through at Alvin and 
‘Rich Mian, Poor Girl’ and ‘Booloo’ 
ditto at Warner. 


Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Gladiator’ (Col) and ‘Reformatory’ 
(Col). Got its chunk on opening two 
days (Bank Nites) and easing along 
uneventfully on getaway draft. 
Crix gave the Joe E. Brown comedy 
a nice send-off, hailing it as his best 
since leaving ‘Warners, but creaky 
vehicles in last two years have made 
it pretty tough for him to make up 
the deficit so quickly. Doesn’t look 
like much more than $5,300, red. 
Last week ‘Am Law’ (Col) wound up 
pretty vigorously at $7,800, not bad 
at all here. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 25-40) 
—Lucky Star’ (20th). Doing fairly 
well but not up to past Henie takes. 
In fact, biz for each succeeding 
Sonja picture has fallen off around 
10%. Around $7,600 in prospect, 
profitable, but about $3,000 under 
‘Thin Ice’s’ opening stanza and kill- 
ing any idea management might 
have had that this would duplicate 
‘Ice’s month run. ‘Star’ sticks second 
week, but that’s all. Last week, sec- 
ond of ‘Letter’ (U) off to around 
$4,200. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Boys Town’ (MG). Nothing 
like it since ‘Snow White’ at this 
spot. Opened sensationally and no 
let-up at all, with every reason to 
expect around $29,000, or even bet- 
ter. Only reason this may not top 
‘Snow White’ is that latter had more 
showings daily. Moves to Warner 
Friday (23) and will likely stay there 
at least two weeks. Last week 
‘Daughter’ (WB), overestimated: hit 
hard last three days by bad weather 
after great start and finished with 
$14,800, okay but not up to expecta- 
tions, 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Giants’ (WB) and Jan Garber's 
band. Maestro has always been a 
big fave here and only thing that's 
keeping WB deluxer’s head above 
water. Around $20,000 in prospect. 
Last week, ‘Breaking Ice’ (RKO) and 
ZaSu Pitts on stage with Schnickel- 
fritz Band, very poor, $14,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)—‘Rich 
Man’ (M-G) and ‘Booloo’ (Par) 
Just another twinner and that al- 
ways means mediocre trade here. 
Has to stick eight days because ‘Boys 
Town’ won’t move over until Fri- 
day and will be happy to get $4,000 
even with the extra day. Last week 
second of ‘Antoinette’ (M-G), after 
— eight days at Penn, good 


‘Carefree’ OK $7,600 In 
Toronto, ‘Marie’ 1036 2d 


Toronto, Sept. 20. 
On second week h.o. ‘Marie Antoi- 
nette’ still jamming them in after 
that $12,700 initial stanza and con- 
tinuing to snaffle the greater part of 
the shekels. 


With ‘Quiz’ product schedule now 
geXting straightened out, general b.@ 
upbeat is currently noticeable. 

Estimates for This Week 


Imperial (FP-Can) (3,373; 25-35- 
50)—‘Carefree’ (RKO). Healthy 
$7,600. Last week ‘Letter of Intro- 
duction’ (U), good enough $6,200. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,611; 25-35-50)— 
‘Marie Antoinette’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Holding steady, but excellent at $10,- 
500; last week, $12,700, big. 

Shea’s (FP-Can) (2,663; 25-40)— 
‘I’m from City’ (RKO) and ‘Mother 
Carey’s (RKO). Good $5,200. Last 
week ‘Gateway’ (20th) and ‘Speed to 
Burn’ (20th), fair $4,800. 

Tivoli (FP-Can) (1,433; 25-40)— 
‘Having Wonderful Time’ (RKO) 
and ‘I'll Give Million’ (20th). Fair 
$3,400. Last week ‘Blind Mice’ (20th) 
and ‘Always Goodbye’ (20th), mid- 
dling $3,100. 

Uptown (FP-Can) (2,761; 25-35- 
50)—‘Four Daughters’ (WB). Good 
at $6,800. Last week ‘Alex’ (20th), 
fourth stanza, fine $7,200. - 
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Chi Houses Get Exploitation Bug; 
Service’ Big 276, ‘Co-Ed’ Neat 5146, 
Spawn’ -Sullivan- Rubin Slow 296 





Chicago, Sept. 20. 
While many loop-hounds are of 
the opinion that Herb Elisburg has 
gone nutty as a fruitcake since tak- 
ing over management of the Woods 
for the Essaness circuit, they also 
must admit that he has livened up 


the main stem by putting all the 
competition on their toes and mak- 
ing them -exploitation - conscious. 
Elisburg has taken his subsequent- 
run spot and gone overboard on 
barkers, spielers, walk - arounds, 
street gags and other general hul- 
labaloo. Coppers have stepped in to 
halt many of these stunts, due to 
squawks from various sources, but 
the street has gone somewhat carney, 
nevertheless, with the other houses 
being enticed into exploitative prac- 
tices. Result is that the town is sud- 
denly overrun with bandwagons, 
street gags and marquee flag-waving. 

Best in the loop currently is ‘Room 
Service’; the most disappointing is 
‘Spawn of the North.’ Marx Bros. 
picture is doing early morning and 
evening trade, with the matronly 
afternoon shoppers passing it up. 
Over at the Chicago, ‘Spawn’ is a 
considerable headache, dumping the 
house’s gross below the $30,000 mark 
for the first time in months. House 
is trying a bit of swing stuff on the 
stage again this week, and the re- 
ceipts again indicate that swing is 
not for that theatre. Picture getting 
the men, but not the femmes, as else- 
where. 

For the younger element, ‘Hold 
That Co-Ed’ is garnering a neat bun- 
dle of cash in the Garrick. Rest of 
the loop is generally weak. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apolle (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
— ‘Alexander’ (20th). Fifth week 
now and still getting the mazuma, 
this time $4,500, neat, after snatch- 
ing fine $6,900 last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Spawn’ (Par) and stage show. On 
the rostrum Ed Sullivan and Benny 
Rubin heading what’s skedded as a 
‘swing show,’ and that jitterbug im- 
plication is enough to divert traffic 
away from this boxofficé, where 
they are unquestionably adult in 
tastes. Also no smash pull from the 
flicker, and the result is the lowest 
take house has squinted in many 
weeks, but profitable. Will end at 
$29,000 or so, mild. Last week Ben- 
ny Goodman orchestra finished sec- 
ond session with ‘Four’s a Crowd’ 
(WB) to fair $38,200. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Co-Ed’ (20th). . Getting snappy 
coin as the season’s first footballer, 
snagging neat $5,500. Last week, ‘Boy 
Girl’ (WB), okay $4,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—Room Service’ (RKO) and vaude. 
On the strength of the Marx Bros., 
house looks for walloping initial ses- 
sion of $27,000. Last week, ‘Carefree’ 
(RKO), finished good three-week 
stand to fair $12,300, 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Am Law’ (Col). Opened in 
midweek but not getting anywhere 
and will be yanked tomorrow (Wed.) 
and replaced by “Three Loves Has 
Nancy’ (M-G). ‘Law’ will garner 
$12,000, mild. Last week, second, 
‘Lucky Star’ (20th), finished last sev- 
en days to fairish $9,400. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
45-55)—‘Slander House’ (Rep) and 
vaude. Not much in the offing at 
$10,000. Last week, Major Bowes’ 
ams got walloping $18,100 with ‘My 
Bill’ (WB). 

United Artists (B&KOUA) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75 )—‘ Antoinette’ (M-G) (4th 
and final week). Goes out Thursday 
(22), with ‘Algiers’ (UA) coming in. 
Finishing to good $9,000 after taking 
satisfactory $'1,800 last week. 


VAUDE BOOSTS B’KLYN 


Strand’s Debut Stage Show With 
*‘Boy-Girl’ Big $15,000, 











Brooklyn, Sept. 20. 

Considerable amount of live talent 
On view in various theatres through- 
Out this area. Fabian Strand got off 
to walloping start with array of 
vaude and ‘Boy Meets Girl’ on 
Screen. Folly theatre is now featur- 
ing flesh acts plus flickers and is 
using considerable display copy in 
local dailies to attract attention. 

Coney Island 
Gras Week last Saturday (17) with 
plenty rain and scant biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50)—‘Alex- 
ander’ (20th) (2d week). Will bring 
Splendid $18,000. Last week, first, 
big $21,000, 

Fox (4,089; 25-50) —‘Am Law’ (Col) 
and ‘Higgins Family’ (Rep). Peachy 
$18,000 and will go second week. 
Last week, ‘Sinners (Par), and ‘Des- 
Perate Adventure’ (Ind) (2d week), 
$14,000, good. 
cailet (3,618; 25-50)—‘Has | Nancy’ 

M-G) and ‘Safety Numbers’ (20th). 
Okay $15,000. Last week. ‘Rich Man’ 


j 





le 


(M-G) and ‘Moonlight Sonata’ (Ind.), 
nice $13,000. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-50)—‘Daugh- 
ters’ (WB) and ‘Kid’ (Rep) (2d 
week). Will do magnificent $20,000. 
Last week, dualers derived socko 
$28,000. 

Strand (2,870; 25-50)—‘Boy Girl’ 
(WB) and first week of vaude fea- 
turing Andrew Sisters, Art Frank. 
Big $15,000. Last week, ‘Crime Over 
London’ (GB) and ‘Delinquent Par- 
ents’ (Ind.), moderate $4,500. 


‘NANCY’ TORRID 
$33,000 IN 2 
HUB SPOTS — 


Boston, Sept. 20. 


‘Three Loves Has Nancy’ has pros- 
pects of tallying high gross this 
week at the Orpheum and State. ‘My 
Lucky Star’ is strong at Keith’s, but 
‘Four’s a Crowd,’ at Met, is on pale 
side. 








Estimates for This Week 


Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55))—‘Spawn’ (Par) and ‘Safety 
Numbers’ (20th), dual (2d run). 


Good $6,500. Last week ‘Boy Meets 
Girl’ (WB) and Kid’ (Rep), double, 
satisfactory $5,500. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55)—‘Lucky Star’ (20th) and 
‘Meet Girls’ (20th), dual. Headed 
toward big $24,000. Last week, third 
frame of ‘Carefree’ RKO) and 
‘Smashing Rackets’ (RKO), okay 
$12.000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Four’s Crowd’ (WB) and 
‘Sons Legion’ (Par), dual. So-so $15,- 
000. ‘Last week ‘Sinners’ (Par) and 
‘Actress’ (WB), double, $16,000, fair. 

Orpheum (I *°w) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)-——‘Has Nancy’ (M-G) and ‘Chaser’ 
(M-G), double. Strong $18,000, or 
better. Last week ‘Antoinette’ (M- 
G), 2nd week, big $17,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Spawn’ (Par) and ‘Safety 
Numbers’ (20th), dual. Okay $8,500. 
Last week ‘Boy Girl’ (WB) and 
‘Kid’ (Rep), double, good $9,500. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 


—Boy Girl’ (WB), 3rd run, and 
‘Kid’ (Rep), 2nd run, dual. Fair 
$6,000. ast week ‘Alexander’ (20th) 


and: ‘Keep Smiling’ (20th), double, 
3rd run (5th wk in Boston), good 


$7,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55) 
—Has Nancy’ (M-G) and ‘Chaser’ 
(M-G, dual. Hefty $15,000. Last 
week ‘Antoinette’ (M-G), 2nd week, 


very good $14,500. 





Lincoln B. 0. Stronger; 
‘Spawn’ Okay $3,800 


Lincoln, Sept. 20. 


When biz gets so good here it 
takes an extra house opening to take 
care of it, that’s big news. But 
‘Alexander's Ragtime Band’ did the 
trick, and the Orpheum, dark since 
Aug. 1, opened Friday (16) to take 
an extra week of the pic. House 
will now stay open for another 
month to run off some second-runs 
and will then darken for the pre- 
dicted remodelling. 

‘Spawn’ is doing a little more than 
average. At the Lincoln, ‘Little Miss 
Broadway,’ dualled with ‘Love, 
Honor and Behave,’ is the probable 





winner of the new attractions. Biz 
generally is better. 
Estimates for This Week 
Liberty (Cooper) (1,200; 10-15)— 


‘Black Bandit’ (U) and ‘Paradise Ex- 





concluded Mardi | 


press’ (Rep), split with ‘Mexicali 
Kid’ (Mono) and ‘Blockheads’ 
|(M-G). Fair, $900. Last week, ‘Lost 
| Ranch’ (Vic) and ‘Sea Racketeers’ 


| (Rep), split with ‘Booloo’ (Par) and 
}‘All Over Town’ (Rep), okay $1,000. 
Lincoln (Cooper) (1,600; 10-25-35) 
| —‘Miss Broadway’ (20th) and ‘Love, 
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First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Sept. 22 


Astor — ‘Marie Antoinette’ 
(MG) (6th wk). 

Capitel — ‘Boys Town’ (MG) 
(3rd wk). 

Criterien 
sions’ (Par). 
(Reviewrd in Variery, Sept. 14) 

Globe—‘Wanted by the Police’ 
(Mono) (24). 

Music Hall—‘Carefree’ (RKO). 
(Reviewed in Variery, Aug. 31) 

Paramount — ‘Spawn of the 
North’ (Par) (3d wk). 

Rialto—‘Fugitives for a Night’ 
(RKO (20). 


~ ‘Campus Confes- 


Rivoli — ‘Room _ Service’ 
(RKO). 
(Reviewed in Vartety, Sept. 14) 
Roxy — ‘Hold That Co-Ed’ 


(20th) (23). 

Strand—‘Garden of the Moon’ 
(WB) (25). 

(Reviewed in Current Variety) 

Week of Sept. 29 

Astor 
(MG) (7th wk). 

Capitol—‘Too Hot to Handle’ 
(MG). 


gion’ (Par). 

Music Hal: — ‘Drums’ 
(28). 

(Reviewed in Variety, April 20) 

Paramount—‘If I Were King’ 
(Par) (28). 

Rivoli—‘Room Service’ (RKO) 
(2d wk). 

Roxy — ‘Straight, Place and 
Show’ (20th) (30). 

Strand—‘Garden of the Moon’ 
(WB) (2d wk). 


TRACY - ROONEY 
PACE INDPLS, 
511,000 


Indianapolis, Sept. 20. 
‘Boy’s Town’ at Loew’s is top 
money picture of the week. Business 
continues good among first-runs in 
downtown sector. 


(UA) 














(Reviewed in Current Vartrety) 
Criterion — ‘Sons of the Le- 


Flock of N.Y, Holdovers but Biz 
Good; ‘Can't Take’ Big $90,000 3d, 
Spawn -Duchin 406 2d, ‘Boys’ 23G 2d 





downtown Broadway scene, most of 
| them doing extremely well. Gross 
| total on the week is held down mate- 
| rially because of this fact, though the 
holdover levels are _ considerably 
| 





above average for second and third 


weeks. Uninviting weather over the | 


weekend for outdoor activity swelled 
takes everywhere but Monday night 


(19) the dip was sharp, due to the; 


| heavy rains. Tuesday’s downpour 
| also no help. 

| ‘Can’t Take It With You’ is on its 
| third week at the Music Hall and 


| 


i 


powerful at $90,000 or better after a| 


| first week of $121,000 and a second of 


well set on product, it could easily 


hold the Columbia comedy hit a | 


fourth leg. ‘Carefree,’ which is on 
the shelf waiting to get started, tees 
off tomorrow (Thurs.). 


Three other holdovers are exhibit- 
ling plenty of driving -strength. 
‘Spawn of the North,’ with the Eddie 
Duchin band and Three Stooges 
at the Par, pitched to the pin on its 
| second week last night (Tues.) for a 
| championship $40,000 and _ today 
| (Wed.) a third weck is in the mak- 
jing. At the Strand, ‘Valley of the 
| Giants’ and Ozzie Nelson, plus Har- 
riett Hilliard and Johnnie ‘Scat’ 
| Davis, are holding up very soundly 
|for a second (final) week’s pot of 
| $27,000 or better. The first week 





} was a fine $37,.00, the 14 days mean- 


| ing a nice profit. 


‘Boys Town’ went to around $33,- 


fifth as a holdover is ‘My Lucky 
Star’ at the Roxy. It was okay, 
though under the Sonja Henie aver- 
age here, at $42,500 last week (lst) 
and on the second will be under 
$30,000, a little disappointing. On 
the two weeks, however, a satisfac- 
tory profit is shown. 

At the bottom of the heap among 
pictures that tarried was ‘Letter of 
Introduction,’ forced into a_ third 
week at the Rivoli. This ended bit- 
terly last night (Tues.) at 





‘Carefree,’ at Circle, is turning in 
good gross, while ‘Four’s a Crowd’ | 
and vaude, at the Lyric, also a win- 
ner. Smaller Apollo, with ‘Racket 
Busters,’ trails the procession of 
money-makers with moderately good 
figure. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apolle (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Racket Busters’ (WB). Played 
up in sensational style in ads and 
front, but results are only modest 
at $3,200. Last week, fourth, ‘Alexan- 
der’ (20th), $3,500, okay. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 25-30- 
40) — ‘Carefree’ (RKO) and ‘Sik 
Giant’ (RKO). National assist ads 
on former pic were used heavily and 
take is very good at $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Lucky Star’ (20th) and ‘Safe- 
ty Numbers’ (20th), strong $8,400. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40 )— 
‘Boy’s Town’ (M-G) and ‘Lady Ob- 
jects’ (Col). Tracy-Rooney combi- 
nation given big buildup in lavish ad 
campaign, with socko results at 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Has Nancy’ 
(M-G) and ‘Gladiator’ (Col), very 
good $9,000. 

Lyric (Olson) (1,900: 25-30-40) — 


make a stab at it here today (Wed.). 
‘Marie Antoinette,’ $2 twice-a-dayer 


| 


under | 
$5,000. Marx Bros. in ‘Room Service’ | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


at the Astor, last week on its fifth | 


ended strongly at $15,200. 
mains, 

The new pictures of the week are 
‘Mysterious Mr. Moto’ at the Globe, 
a very satisfactory $10,000; ‘Come 


It re- 


‘Painted Desert,’ which ended at 
the Rialto Monday night (19) at $5,- 
500, mild. Last mentioned opened 
‘Fugitives for a Night’ yesterday 
morning (Tues.). 

Loew’s State got ‘Sing, You Sin- 
ners’ nine days after its run at the 
Paramount as against usual pro- 
tection to latter of 14 and with it, 


$24,000. This may be considered a 
little disappointing despite agreeable 
profit. 

Palace started off a little slowly 
with ‘Alexander,’ due probably to 
way it was milked at the Roxy, plus 
that RKO is day-and-dating it in 
neighborhoods but will be approx- 
imately $11,500 here, good. 

Estimates for This Week 





‘Four’s Crowd’ (WB) and vaude. Pic- | 
ture billed over acts headlined by | 
Schnickelfritz Band, but both share 
credit for good $10,200. Last week, 
‘Actress’ (WB) and Jan Garber orch | 
on stage, $13,000, excellent. 





Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Antoinette’ (M-G) 
Twice-daily run remains firm; last 
week (4th), $15,200. 

Capitol (4,520; 25-40-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G) (2d week). Main- 





Boys Town’-Barn 


Dance’ Smash 336 


| Giants’ 


On, Leatherneck,’ Criterion’s slender | 
hope for success, only $5,000; and | 


plus Duke Ellington, will do about | 


: r2 ll | 
‘Marie Antoinette’ | $103,000 Were not the Music Hall | 


Holdover pictures dominate the | taining good pace, looking $23,000 or 


thereabouts and will stick a third 
week, with “Too Hot to Handle’ set 
back. First week was $33,000, 
Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Come 
On, Leatherneck’ (Rep). This one 
isn’t cutting any ice, $5,000 appear- 
ing tops. Last week, second for 
‘10th Ave. Kid’ (Rep), $7,500, excel- 
lent, after first week’s $13,500. 
Globe (1,274; 25-40-55)—‘Mr. Moto’ 
(20th). The machines will handle 
about $10,000, very good. Last week, 


‘Juvenile Court’ (Col) ended at 
$7,800, oke. 
Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Alex- 


ander’ (20th) (2d run). RKO is play- 
ing this one singly here and in most 


| of its other houses; day-and-dating 


| Last week, ‘Four’s a Crowd’ 


| 


in nabes is possibly affecting take 
here but good at $11,500 or bit over. 
(WB) 
(2d run) and ‘Speed to Burn’ (20th) 
(ist run), $8,100, only fair. 
Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—Spawn of North’ (Par) and Eddy 
Duchin, plus Three Stooges (3d-final 
week). Starts final round today 
(Wed.) after smashing through to 
$53,000 the first week and $40,000 the 
second ending last night (Tues.). ‘If 
I Were King’ and Tommy Dorsey 
follows Wednesday (28). House is 
seemingly not affected by the new 
Strand policy patterned after it’s 


own. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65 )—Can’t Take It’ (Col) 
and stage show (3d-final week). This 
picture could go four weeks on the 
strength of its draught; this week 


000 on its first week and is main- | (3d) it will strike $90,000 or over, as 
taining- such a good grip on the | against $103,000 last week (2d) and 
second (current) at a likely $23,000, | $121,000 the first. ‘Carefree’ (RKO) 
it will tarry another week. Running | opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 


Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Fugitives 
of Night’ (RKO). Opened here yes- 
terday (Tues.), replacing ‘Painted 
Desert’ (RKO) which faltered to fin- 
ish at only $5,500. Tuesday now 
seems to be Arthur Mayer’s favorite 
change day here. 

Roxy (5,836: 25-40-55-75)—‘My 
Lucky Star’ (20th) and stage show 
(2d-final week). Henie slips a lit- 
tle with this picture at $42,500 the 
first week and less than $30,000 on 
the holdover but good profit is shown 
just the same. ‘Hold That Co-Ed’ 
ae goes on the Simplexes Friday 
(23). 

Strand (2.767; 25-55-75)—‘Valley of 
(WB) and, on stage, Ozzie 


| Nelson, Harriet Hilliard and Johnnie 


‘Scat’ Davis (2d-final week). Sub- 


| stantial net under new policy pro- 
| vided at $37.000 last week (lst) and 





(Sth week). | 


| Criterion. 


In Wash.; Bernie Ups ‘Giants’ to 18/46, 


_ Washington, Sept. 20. , 

‘Boys Town,’ aided by radio rep of 
‘National Barn Dance’ revue, is send- 
ing Capitol, town’s biggest house, 
into biggest gross of season and one 
of biggest in its history. Opening 
day Friday (16) broke all records 
exclusive of holidays. Approximately | 
14,000 customers got in and the box- 
office was forced to close three times. 


Honor’ (WB). showing the way to! Biz generally good elsewhere, with 
| very nice $3,100. Last week, ‘Clitter- | prolonged cool spell, plus fact that 
house’ (WB) and ‘Freshman Year’|;Cap is spilling its overflow, the 
(U), exceptional! $3,500. |answers. Earle is bidding for good 


(1,350; 
Taken here 


| Orpheum (Cooper) 

| 40)—‘Alexander’ (20th). 

lfor extra week after date 
Likely to get okay $2,000. 

| Stuart (Cooper) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 

| ‘Spawn’ (Par). Will do around $3,800, 

| 


okay. Last week, ‘Alexander’ (20th). 
;established new record of $6,700, 
| beating ‘Snow White’ mark. 

| Warsity (Noble) (1,100; 10-15)— 


\‘On a Weekend’ (GB) and ‘Gangs 
| New York’ (Rep). Nice $1.000. Last 


| 
| 


| week, ‘Convicted’ (Col) and ‘Always | 


} Woman’ (Col), fair $800. 


| ‘Alexander’ 


10-25- | figure, with most of credit due Ben 


Bernie’s orch for boosting ‘Valley of 


at Stuart. the Giants.’ 


Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434: 25-35-40-66) 
‘Bovs Town’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Tracy-Rooney plus radio rep of 
‘National Barn Dance’ smashed open- 
ing day records and is aiming at 
sockeroo $33,000. Last week ‘Co-Ed’ 
(20th) and vaude, slipped to satis- 
factory $18,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1.242: 
(20th) (2d run). 


25-40) 
Third 


week on mainstem shooting for swell 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Texans’ 
(2d run), oke $3,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Valley of Giants’ (WB) and. vaude. 


Ben Bernie’s orch and smooth revue 
upping take to good $18,500. Last 
week, ‘Racket Busters’ (WB) and 


Chester Morris p.a., dropped to dis- 
appointing $13.500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)— 
‘Annabel’ (RKO). Opposition keep- 
ing light name value down to fair 
$5.000. Last week, ‘Carefree’ (RKO) 
(3d week). good $6,500. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Gladia- 
tor’ (Col). _Booked in for six days 
and should see oke $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Army Girl’ (Rep), flopped out 
in four days with weak $1700 and 
‘Four’s Crowd’ (WB) (2d run) held 
the fort for four days with good 
$3 300. 

Patace (Loew) (2.363: 35-55)—‘An- 
toinette’ (M-G) (2d wk). Leoking to 
eouol average first week with big 
$15 500. Last week, same pic wowed 
with sock $23,000. 


(Par) | 


stout second week’s pace of $27.000 
or over for total of $64.000. This 
show, the second under the policy, 
eosts less than the first and not so 
much was spent in advertising, Ben 
Bernie opening having had a strong 
advance campaign. 

State (3.450: 35-55-75)—‘Sing You 
Sinners’ (Par) (2d run) and Duke 
Ellington. About $24,000 in sight, 
good but a bit under hopes. Picture 
came in on nine days’ protection to 
the first run Par, usual clearance be- 
ing 14. Last week, first for ‘Crowd 
Roars’ (M-G) and second for Ed 
Sullivan and Harvest Moon dancers, 
topped $30,000, big. 


‘SINNERS’ NICE $5,500, 
TOWN’ $5,300 IN 0. C. 


Oklahoma City, Sept. 20. 

‘Sing You Sinners’ will cop blue 
ribbon this week, getting $5,500 at 
‘Boys’ Town’ will hit 
around $5,300 at the Midwest, with 
no other big money in sight. 

Weather okay, last week’s rains 
putting the skids under high tem- 
perature. 

Estimates for This Week 


Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40) 
—‘Sinners’ (Par). Will ease over 








| the average mark for $5.500. Last 


week, ‘Antoinette’ (M-G), good 
$6.200. 
Liberty (Stan) (1,200: 20-25)— 


‘Poor Man’ (M-G) and ‘Prison Break’ 


| (20th) 


(U), split with ‘Born’ 
‘Meet Girl’ (20th). 
$2,500. Last week, ‘From City’ 
(RKO) and ‘Bulldog Drummond’ 
(Par), split with Going To Be Rich’ 
and ‘Missing Guest’ (U), 
average $2,500. 

Midwest (Stan) (1,500: 25-35-40)— 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G). Good Catholie 
draw will swell take to $5.300. nice. 
Last week, ‘Lucky Star’ (20th), 
failed to meet expectations, but 
came in for average $4,500. 

State (Ncble) (1,100; 20-25)—‘Star 
Is Born’ (UA) and ‘Come on Leath- 
ernecks’ (Rep). No better than 
$2,000, below average. Last week, 
‘Army Girl’ (Rep) with ‘Arson 


(WB) and 
Will get average 


| Racket Squ°d’ (Col), weak $2,000. 


Tower (Stan) (2,000: 25-35)— 
‘Antoinette’ (M-G) (2d run). Slight- 
ly over average at $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Alexender’ (20th) (3d week), 
fell hard at $2,000. . 
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Punchy Pix Click Philly Wickets; 
Kyser- Freshman’ Very Big $30,000 





Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 

With product powerful in the de- 
luxers, grosses swerved sharply 
skyward this week to the best fig- 
ures in months. Two houses com- 
ing close to cracking records. ; 

Most sensational thing in town ls 
Kay Kyser’s orch at Earle with 
‘Freshman Year.’ Combo is @gar- 
nering $30,000. ; 

Topping the solo flickers is ‘Boys 
Town’ at the Aldine with terrific 
$19,500. This is best b.o. since 
‘House of Rothschild’ rang up $20,000 
in 1932. Aldine is regular UA show- 
case here, Metro reels going in only 
because of lack of UA product. 

Fox, which just three weeks ago 
returned to flesh, is the only deluxer 
below par. It is mired at $16,500 
with ‘Valley of the Giants’ screen- 
ing and Harriet Hoctor on boards. 
‘Army Girl’ at Stanion also very | 
weak at $3,500. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 42-57-68-75) 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G). Hitting sizzling | 
pace and at $19,500 reaching for the | 
house record set six years ago by | 
‘House of Rothschild,’ $20,000. Last 
week ‘Algiers’ (UA) (3d week), 
petered out pretty well with the 
lengthy stay, but oke at better than 
$7,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 37-57-68-75 )— 
‘Daughters’ (WB) (2d wk). Continu- 
ing nifty gallop begun last week and 
should breast tape with better than 
$12,500. Opening sesh v.g. at almost 
$19,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 25-37-42-57-68) 
— ‘Freshman Year’ (U). Kay Kyser’s 
orch on stage. Surprisingly power- 
ful at $30,000. Last week ‘Annabel’ 
(RKO) and Larry Clinton’s orch, 
hit fairish $19,500. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 37-57-68-75)— 
‘Giants’ (WB). Harriet Hoctor and 
Albertina Rasch Girls on stage. Get- 
ting wesk $16,500. Last week ‘Am 
Law’ (Col) and Connie Boswell 
p.a.ing, likewise below par at $15,- 
500. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 37-42-57-68) 
—‘Carefree’ (RKO) (2d run). Swing- 
ing along much better on this en- 
gagement, in comparison to first-run, 
with good $4,500. Last week ‘Has 
Nancy’ (M-G) (2d run), so-so $4,000. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,870; 37-42-57-68 )— 
*Alexander’ (20th) (2d run; 2d wk). 
Still pacing along at rapid gait with 
$4,500 on its sixth week in mid- 
town. Last sesh, upon moving from 
de luxe Stanley, it got good $6,500. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 37-57-68-75) 
—Hot Handle’ (M-G). Although 
greeted luke-warmly by crix, mar- 
quee names still drawing v.g. $16,- 
500. Last week ‘Carefree’ (RKO), 
just couldn’t get up any steam, low 


(WB) (1,457; 26-42-57)— 
*Army Girl’ (Rep). Hardly the stuff 
to withstand all the tough compe- 
tish in town and showing it at lit- 
tle better than $3,500. Last week 

’ (Lucky Star’ (20th) (2d run), nice 
$5,000. 


OK Pix, Goodman Orch 
Overcome Strong K. C. 
Jubilesta; Tower, 1856 


Kansas City, Sept. 20. 

It’s a big week for entertainment 
fn K. C. with the town’s annual 
Jubilesta in full swing and excep- 
tional attractions in all theatres, not- 
ably Tower and Midland. Benny 
Goodman’s orchestra drew the as- 
signment of drawing some biz to the 
Tower in face of the Jubilesta, and 
the house is likely to see a new rec- 
ord hung — 

Midland leads straight film houses 
by far, with ‘Boys Town’ doing out- 
standing biz despite opposition. Note- 
worthy is ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band,’ which holds over at the Up- 
town for third week in this house 
after previous three weeks in down- 
town Esquire. 

American Association also enters 
the opposition picture with Blues in 
the playoff for the baseball title. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox-Midwest) (820; 10-25- 
40-55)—‘Letter’ (U) (2d wk). Al- 
though first week ordinary, figured 
second week will be little off from 
first and worthwhile on ti.at basis. 
Currently $3,300; $4,000 in first week. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—‘Boys Town’ -(M-G) and ‘Danger 
Air’ (U), dual. Tracy-Rooney socko 
and approaching figures of ‘Antoin- 
ette,’ which .an solo; $16,000 indi- 
cated, very good. Last w-*k ‘Has 
Nancy’ (M-G) and ‘Kid’ (Rap), $12,- 


000, strong. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
25-40)—Boy Girl’ (WB). Opened 
Wed. and likely to hold nine days, 
tRough returns disappointing. Ex- 
tended run may see $7,000, light. Last 
week, ‘Spawn’ (Par) singled on a 
holdover could hold out only five 
days; $3,500 











Orpheum (RKO) (1,500: 10-25-40) 
—‘Clitterhouse’ (WB) with March of 





Time added. Headed for $7,000, 
okay, in nine days. Last week, ‘Care- 
free’ (RKO) moved out after only 
five days of holdover week; fair $3,- 
800. 


Tower (Fox-Midwest) (2,200; 10- 

25-35-55 )—‘Freshman Year’ (U) with 
Benny Goodman orch on stage. Last 
year house took it on chin from 
Jubilesta and this season figured to 
fight an attraction with an attrac- 
tion,. Jitterbugs jamming in to six 
shows daily over weekend and five 
through week. Continual pounding 
can see $18,500, a new house record. 
Last week, ‘Gateway’ (20th) and 
vaude, played eight days for $9,000, 
$0-so,. 
Uptown (Fox-Midwest) (1,200; 10- 
25-40)—‘Alexander’ (20th) (3d wk). 
Fifth consecutive week in town (one 
of which was played day u.d date 
in Esquire and Uptown). Good $3,- 
000 this week, after last week’s $3,- 
800. 


Henie Mild 41,6, 
But Morris Ups 
‘An bel’ in Balto 


. Baltimore, Sept. 20. 


Fairly steady going here, with 
downtowners holding over or 
stretching out stronger film entries 
and shifting openings for possible 
b.o. advantages. Combo Hipp laying 
on extra heavy ballyhoo for current 








‘Has Nancy’ Dual 
Big $7,000 in Seattle 


Seattle, Sept. 20. 
Liberty has ‘Algiers’ with great 
campaign, while Paramount has 
‘Three Loves. Has Nancy.’ Both 
comprise town’s b.o,. toppers. 


Estimates for This Week 


Flue Mouse (Hamrick~Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42) ‘Alexander’ (20th) 
(6th week). Indicates good $3,000. 
Last week, same film, $4,400, great. 


Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32) ‘Angel’ (M-G) and 
‘Fast Company’ (M-G) dual, split 
with ‘Always Goodbye’ (20th) and 
‘Lord Jeff’ (M-G). Anticipate only 
fair $3,000. Last week, ‘Tropic Holi- 
day’ (Par) and ‘Seven Seas’ (M-G), 
$3,200, okay. 

Colonial (Sterling) (800; 10-21) 
‘Tip-Off Girls’ (Par) and ‘Night Spot’ 
(RKO), dual, split with ‘Arizona’ 
(Col) and ‘Miss Thoroughbred’ 
(WB). Expect good $2,300. Last 
week. ‘Marriage Business’ (RKO) 
and ‘Extoriicn’ (Col), dual, split 
with ‘Beloved Brat’ (WB) and ‘Air 
Devils’ (U), dual, so-so $2,000. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2,349; 32-37-42) ‘Antoinette’ 





(M-G) (2d wk). Looks for good 
$6,000. Last week, same film, 
reached $8,700, big. 

Liberty ‘J-vH) (1,800; 21-32-42) 


‘Algiers’ (UA). Nice campaign; looks 
to hit immense $9,500. Last week, 
‘Am Law’ (Col), second week, $3,- 
600, okay. 

Music Box (Hamrick Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42) ‘Sinners’ (Par) and 
‘Danger Air’ (U) (3rd wk). Indicated 
$2,600, good. Last week, same films, 
$3,800, good. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 32-37-42) ‘Giants’ (WB) and 
‘Keep Smiling’ (20th), dual. Hopeful 
of good $5,800. Last week, ‘Boy Girl’ 


mee and ‘Booloo’ (Par), $4,800, 
slow. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 
37) ‘Billy Kid’ (Rep) and ‘Under 
Suspicion’ (U) with Roy Rogers 


p. a. opening night, plus vaude. Ex- 





vaude portion headed by p.a. of 
Chester Morris. 
bel’ into town’s lead witna solid $14,- 
000. 

‘Lucky Star,’ at New, not gather- 
ing momentum of previous Sonja 
Henie films. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55 )—‘Antoinette’ (M-G) (2d 
week) coupled to new Streamlined 
Divertissement, musical stage flash 
introduced last week. Holding up in 
excellent style to nice $10,000 after 
socko opener of $18,900, biggest here 
in months. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66 )—‘Annabel’ (RKO) 
plus vaude headed by p.a. of Chester 
Morris. Attracting steady trade to 
good $14,000. Last week, second of 
‘Carefree’ (RKO) and vaude, mild 
aria after fairish first round to 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 15- 
25-35-40-55 ‘Sailing Along’ (G-B). 
Opened last nizht (Mon.) after three 
weeks of ‘Spawn’ (Par) to satisfying 
total of $17,800 for run. 


New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Lucky Star’ (20th). Getting 
mild daytime trade and not build- 
ing, with possible $4,500 indicated. 
Last week, last of four-week run of 
‘Alexander’ (20th), added nice $3,900 
to previous total of $24,600. 

Stanley (WB) (3,250; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Daughters’ (WB) (2d week). 
Holding good pace to $9,000 after 
a building opener to rosy $14,- 


Will send ‘Anna- | 


pects good $4,200. Last week, ‘Mr. 
Chump’ (WB) and ‘Headlines’ (Col) 
and vaude, no dice, $3,100. 

| Yaramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 32-37-42) ‘Has Nancy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Prison Break’ (U), dual. Paced 
at $7,000, big. Last week, second, 
‘Lucky Star’ (20th) and ‘Rackets’ 
(RKO), $5,800, good. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32) 
‘Maytime’ (M-G) and ‘Treasure 
Island’ (M-G), dual. Okay $2,200. 
Last week, ‘Paris’ (U) and ‘Banners’ 
(WB), $2,100; fair. 


SHEARER FORTE 
11G IN BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Sept. 20. 

Business off from recent peaks, but 
still holding to good general levels. 
‘Sinners,’ ‘Antoinette’ and ‘Law’ are 
running neck and neck in the upper 
brackets. 

(Estimates for This Week) 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55) — 
‘Sinners’ (Par), Around $12,000 in- 
dicated, nice. Last week, ‘Has 
Nancy’ (M-G), good $13,300. 

Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35) — 
‘Kid’ (Rep) and ‘Fugitives for Night’ 
(RKO). Not much in sight here at 
35,000. Last week, ‘Annabel’ (RKO) 
and ‘Penrod’ (WB), only fair $5,400. 











Cleve. Vaude Booms ‘Annabel’ to Sock 
$19,000; ‘Boys Tewn’ Terrific 22156 





Cleveland,.Sept. 20. 

Between vaude’s comeback at the 
RKO Palace and quartet of high- 
powered pics, all houses are doing 
the first bang-up biz of the fall sea- 
son, even better than that of Labor 
Day week, the ‘Boys Town’ making 
loudest noise for State, which 
smacked down records of last ten 
years by pulling in 12,666 attendance 
Sunday (18). Phenomenal figure 
passed record held by Jack Benny’s 
flesh-pic combo several years - ago 
and it looks like a sizzling $22,500, 
setting up a new solo film mark. 

ZaSu Pitts, in Palace’s first au- 
tumnal splurge of vaude with ‘Anna- 
belle,’ getting another socko play, 


rene | for $19,000, which would be | ment to offset mild pic. 


more but for strong competish. New 
policy of stage names putting RKO 
deluxer on map again after a very 
tough summer. 

‘Four Daughters’ going way over | 
Hipp’s usual gross. Observers see | 
tremendous pick-up in general busi- 
ness conditions reflected in increased 
theatre grosses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— | 
‘Lucky Star’ (20th). Move-over from | 
Hipp excellent here at $8,500. Last | 
weck, ‘Carefree’ (RKO), on similar 


h. o., landed $6,500, okay. 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—‘Kid’ (Rep) and ‘Week-End’ 
(GB), dual. No angles to boost here, 
but combo enough for $2,200 in four 
days. Last week, ‘City Streets’ (Col) 
and ‘Tough Guy’ (U), stayed for 
seven days, pulling neat $4,400. 

Hipp (WB) (3,700; 30-35-42-55)— 
Daughters’ (WB). Yanking in sen- 
timental family crowds to sweet tune 
of $14,500. Last week, ‘Lucky Star’ 
(20th), $12,500, neat. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 
—Annabel’ (RKO) with ZaSu Pitts 
and Rufe Davis topping vaude. Flesh 
rejuvenating this spot and opening 
bill packs enough solid entertain- 
Sweeping 
to grand $19,000. Last week, ‘Ac- 
tress’ (WB), fair $10,000. 

State ‘Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—Boys Town’ (M-G). Making house 





look like good old days. Parochia' | 


schools turning out in force; raves 
from pulpits and crix. Spells about 
$22,500, great. Last week, ‘Spawn’ 


(Par). nice $14,590. 

Stillman (Loew's) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Spawn’ (Par) transported from 
State for second stanza. Worthwhile 
at $7.000. Last week, the fourth h. o. 
for ‘Antoinette’ (M-G), fine $8,500. 





‘Antoinette Big $12,000 in Mols., 


‘Algiers $7,500, 


Wednesday, September 21, 1938 

















——— 


‘Carey’ Mild $4,000 





Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—Antoinette’ (M-G). May get 
around $11,000, good. Last week, 
‘Carefree’ (RKO), under expecta- 
tions at $9,700. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-40) — ‘Ac- 
tress’ (WB). Only $5,000, fair at 
best. Last week, ‘Alexander’ (20th) 
(4th wk), good $6,700. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,300; 25-35) — 
‘Am Law’ (Col) and ‘Show On’ 
(G-h). Headed for fine $10,00¢, Last 
week, ‘Letter’ (U) and ‘Danger on 
Air’ (U) (2d wk), bettered estimates 
for good $7,000. 


DAUGHTERS’ OK 
$1,100 IN OMAHA 


Omaha, Sept. 20. 

Wickets continue to click at both 
first-runs and nabes, aided by a com- 
bination of good product and clear, 
cool weather. There’s a bit of com- 
petish from the roller derby, expect- 
ei to end three-week run here 
shortly. 

‘Four Daughters’ has the help of 
an advance campaign and tie-up 
with Omaha World-Herald. Bran- 
deis staged a midnite preview of 
film with proceeds going to the 
newspaper’s free shoe and milk 
fund. ‘Boys Town,’ made at Father 
Flanagan’s home near Omaha, looks 
set for a third \, eek. 

Estimates for This Week 

Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 
berg) (950-u50-810; 10-25) — ‘Kid- 
napped’ (20th) and ‘Seven Seas’ (M- 
G), dual, split with triple bill, 
‘Stolen Heaven’ (Par), ‘Sky Giant’ 
(RKO) and ‘Devil’s Party’ (U). Very 
good $2,300. Last week ‘Paris’ (U) 
and ‘Crime School’ (FN), dual, split 
with tripler, ‘Frankenstein’ (U), 
‘Battle Broadway’ (20th) and ‘Lim- 
berlost’ (Mon). Well satisfied with 
$2,200. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1.250; 10- 
25-35-40) — ‘Daughters’ (FN) and 
‘From City’ (RKO), dual. Prosper- 
ous $6,100. Last week ‘Am Law’ 
(Col) and ‘Penrod’ (FN), dual, so-so 
$4,200. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,200; 10-25-40)— 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G) (2d wk). Very 
fancy $9,900 and probably will hold 
for third stanza. Picture smashed all 
house records for socko $16,700 last 
week, 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000: 10-25-40) 
—‘Singers’ (Par) and ‘Million’ (20th), 
dual. Headed for extra good $10,400. 
Last week ‘Lucky Star’ (20th) and 
‘Chaser’ (WB), dual, very good 
$9,300. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
—‘Heroes of Hills’ (Rep), ‘Held for 
Ransom’ (GN) and ‘Rose of Rio 
Grande’ (Mon), all 1st run, split with 





tripler, ‘Plains’ (GN),  first-run; 
‘Kidnapped’ (20th) and ‘Rage of 
‘Paris’ (U). Fairish $1,500. Last 


week ‘Main Event’ (Col), first-run, 
‘Bad Man’ (20th) and ‘Battle of 
Broadway’ (20th), split with triple, 
‘Frankenstein’ (U), ‘Crime School’ 
(FN) and ‘Tropic Holiday’ (Par), 
middling $1,400. 


Picket New Balto Indie; 


First Time in 10 Years 


Baltimore, Sept. 20. 

First theatre picketing in 10 years 
greeted opening of the new Linden, 
800 seat nabe erected by Milton 
Schwaber at North and Linden ave- 
nues, Saturday (17). Located on 
main drag of business sub-center and 
flanked on each side by Loew’s 
Parkway and the Rome chain’s Met, 
new house is first theatre venture 
of Schwaber, hitherto identified only 
with the construction of filling sta- 
tions. Projectionists are carrying 
the banners. 

Town has two unions of operators, 
the regular A.F.L. branch and an 
indie unit now supplying 55 local 
houses. Failing to negotiate for men 
from the indie combo, Schwaber 
tried to make a deal with A.F.L. 
affiliate, which agreed to supply men 
but specified minimum of four men 
in the booth. 


Lottery Violator Fined 


Birmingham, Sept. 20. 
H. W. Roberts, manager of the 
Five Points theatre here, was fined 
$50 and costs in Police Court on a 
charge of violation of the city and 











siate lottery laws. City detective tes- 


tified the theatre ‘offered to pur- 
chase photographs from patrons,’ 
but the purchases were based upon 
the holding of certain ‘lucky seats.’ 

Dave So!omon, attorney for the 
theatre manuger, filed notice of 
appeal. 





Minneapolis, Sept. 20. 
With Horace Heidt just having 
broken the Orpheum house record 
by draining local exchequers to the 
tune of $25,000, purses are left in a 
somewhat bedraggled condition and 
a natural reacticn is in order. But 
one attraction, ‘Marie Antoinette,’ at 
the State, is demonstrating plenty of 
resistance to the letdown which 
otherwise has the loop in its grip. 
‘Algiers’ is doing weil, but ‘Mother 
Carey’s Chickens’ and ‘Romance of 
the Limberlwust’ are not faring so well 
and final results will leave much to 
be desired. Biggest thing on the 
horizon is Benny Goodman, coming 
into the Orpheum Sept. 30. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Gladiator’ (Col) and ‘Sky Giant’ 
(RKO). Dual first-runs in for entire 
week. Gocd combo for this spot and 
heading for nice $1,700. Last week, 
‘Keep Smiling’ (20th) and ‘Old Mex- 
ico’ (Par), dual first run, $1,600, 
good. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40)—Mother Carey’ (RKO). Con- 
flict of opinion regarding this one 
and b.o. response is mild; mild $4,000, 
Last week, ‘Give Me Sailor’ (Par), 
$2,500, bad. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 25- 
35-40)—‘Algiers’ (UA). Reams of 
publicity showered on Hedy LaMarr 
undoubtedly helping this one. Well 
received, too, and rush of customers 
means big takings, $7,500. Last week, 
‘Rich Man’ (M-G) and Horace Heidt 
on stage, with latter entirely re- 
sponsible for shattered box-office 
record, skyrocketing to sensationally 
big $25,000, last four days far ex- 
ceeding expectations and total going 
$8,000 above previous estimate. 


State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35-40) 
—‘Marie Antoinette’ (M-G). A bar- 
gain at 40c top and turnstiles are 
clicking merrily; favorable reviews, 
word-of-mouth boosting and strong 
publicity all contributing to highly 
pleasing gross, big $12,000 in pros- 
pect for Shearer film. Moves to cen- 
tury for a second week. Last week, 
‘Sing You Sinners’ (Par), $8,400, 


good. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—‘Down 
the Stretch’ (M-G) (reissue). Trad- 
ing on the Andy Hardy series’ popu- 
larity and Mickey Rooney vogue, 
going along nicely toward $700. Last 
week, ‘FP 1’ (G-B) (reissue), $600, 


fair. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Yank at Oxford’ (M-G) and ‘Love 
Finds Andy Hardy’ (M-G), split. 
First neighborhood showing; point- 
ing toward good $3,000. Last week, 
‘Always Goodbye’ (20th), $2,300, fair. 

World (Steffes) (290; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Romance of Limberlost’ (Mono), 
Wrong type of picture for this house, 
only $300, poor, on four days. Last 
week, ‘South Riding’ (UA), disap- 
pointing $1,200 for eight days. 


Cincy Biz Up 
As Temp. Falls; 
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Cincinnati, Sept. 20. 
Early autumn weather tingling 
b.o. of main line cinemas above av- 
erage marks for fifth straight week. 
Current frontier is ‘Four Daugh- 
ters’ at the Albee. ‘Three Loves Has 
Nancy’ at the Palace is the next best 
bringer-inner for a comfy figure. 
Keith’s has a fair magnet in ‘Give 
Me a Sailor.’ Other major stands are 

doing okay on hold-over product. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42) — 
‘Daughters’ (WB). Excellent $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Antoinette’ (M-G), 
$16,500, socko. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42) — 
‘Antoinette’ (M-G) (2d run). Fine 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Carefree’ (RKO) 
(2d run), fair $4,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25) — 
‘Smashing Rackets’ (RKO). ‘Chaser’ 
(M-G), split. Average $2,100. Same 
last week on ‘White Trail’ (Ind.), 
‘Speed to Burn’ (20th), ‘Passport 
Husband’ (20th), singly. 

Grand (RKO) (1.200; 25-40) — 
‘Carefree’ (RKO) (3d run). N.s.h., 
$2,500. Ditto last week with ‘Four’s 
Crowd’ (WB) (2d run). 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 35-42) — 
‘Sailor’ (Par). Fair $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Gladiator’ (Col). swell $5,800. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42) — 
‘Lucky Star’ (20th) (2d run). Pleas- 
ing $4.500. Last week, ‘Actress’ (WB), 
poor $3,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)—-‘Has 
Nancy’ (M-G). Good $12.500. Last 
week. ‘Lucky Star’ (20th), okay 
$12.000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2.150; 35-40-55)— 
‘Alexander’ (20th) (5th wk). Dandy 
$5.500. Last week, fourth, hotsy-totsy 
$7,500. Sticking sixth week. 
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U U.S. Picture Industry May Pull Out 
All Distrib from Italy Due to Severe 
Restrictions; Decree Hits All Nations 


Nationalization of foreign picture 
distribution by Italy last week is ex- 
pected to result in a united front by 
the American picture industry and 
probably will bring complete with- 


drawal of all distribution by its com- 
panies in Italy unless there is con- 
sideraLle modification of the original 


decree. feeting of the Hays office 
directors in New York tomorrow 
(Thursday) may determine future 
steps. 


Importance of the film business 
acting in concert and maintaining a 
firm stand on Italian distribution is 
seen in the fact that the Motion Pic- 


ture Producers and _ Distributors 
Assn. directorate took up the na- 
tionalization decree in full at the 
quarterly session last Friday (16). 
Understood that industry leaders 
feel that the issue raised by the 


. ‘ ae tl 
Italian government is so vital that it | 


cannot be met waveringly. 
Huddle with Officials 
Majority of European managers of 
major American companies this 
week were in Rome huddling with 


government officials there to see 
what could be done in modifying 
Italy’s decree. Meantime, effort is 


being made through the state de- 
partment to secure full clarification 
and to ease the order. However, few 
foreign picture department officials 
were overly optimistic over the out- 
come and were inclined to believe 
the nationalization order to mean 
American companies would be 
forced to abandon distribution setups 
in Italy and possibly submit only a 
few pictures annually to the Italian 
government. 

Decree took care of all 
countries, including U. S., 
those with branches in Italy, those 
selling to Italian distribution com- 
panies and those making sales direct 
to Italy. 

Officials in New York described 
the Italian order as simply being a 
desire to control the whole film busi- 
ness in that country. 

Many picture officials say the 

‘Continued on page 55) 





Ronacher, Vienna, Reopens 





Vienna, Sept. 13. 
Manager and lessee of the now 
50-year-old Ronacher variety build- 
ing has reopened. It remains to be | 


predecessors. Admission 
ered in comparison to 
Schilling, now a reichsn.ark. 

Bob Weel, ropewalker; Fee Tacay, 
dancer; John Maroceo and Julia, 
jugglers: three Cirios, trapeze; Adith 
and Aldino, barrel jumpers; Elida 
Sisters, dancing; - thick Finks & Co., 
Toller skaters; three Soundrys, bi- 
cycle act, and the Five Solweigs are 
the reopening bill. 

Othmar Rauscher directs as usual. 


Current London Plays 


(With Dates When Opened) 


fee low- 
former 








kot h Without Tears,’ Criterion—Nov. 


‘Robert's Wife,” Globe—Nov, 23, °37. 


16 "Me and My Girl,’ Victoria Palace—Dec. 
twins Sharp,’ TLittle—Jan. 26, °38. 
ana’ 8 Delight.’ Apollo—March 22, '38. 
ae Oats,” Princess .pet 13, "38. 
Banana Ridge,’ Strand- April 27. ‘38, 
ogg | orious Morning,’ W hitehall, May 26, 
— Meeting,’ Ambassador — May 31, 
a ot's Wife Aldwych—June 10. 
omedienne.’ Haymarket—June 16. 
oe n Boy, St. James—June 21. 
ae att iin South,’ St. Martin’s—Aue. 11. 
Ms »” Was Young,’ Wyncham’' s—Aug. 


°° Fleet's Lit Up,’ Hippodrome—Aug. 


‘Geo : ; 

'ge and Margaret,’ Piccadilly—Aug. 
“The " Shalt Ne nt, 
"Ry Anning ot. 
‘Flashing Stren 


Playhouse—Aug. 
Gi alety—Aug. 
m, 
Two,’ 


31. 

be 31. 

yric—Sept, 1. 

M a 2 ft for Comedy—Sept. 6. 

x n We Tell.” New -Sept. 7. 

pore ‘na Blandish,’ Gate—Sept. 28 

A ay Octonns,’ Queens—Sept. 14. 

maeerik “1. Her Maijesty’s—Sept. 15. 
ary V,’ Drury Lane Sept. 17. 


foreign | 
covering | 


+ 














| 


|N. Y. 


| 
| 


' 


| done 





Hear B. A. Exhib Suit 


Defense in the suit brought by a| 
against | 


Buenos Aires* exhibitor 
American distributors is now being 
submitted, accordng to information 
received in New York. Criminal ac- 
tions in the case were > dismissed aa | 
year but civil 





Suit is one “ger by a minor, 
subsequent-run theatre in Buenos} 
Aires to force American distribu- 


tors to supply film. The distribs re- 
fused pictures on the grounds that 
previous experience with the house 
involved indicated the exhibitor as 
too big a credit risk. 





NO STIFF QUOTA: 


ENFORCEMENT, 
PROBABLE 


London, Sept. 12. 

This is the first year of the new 
quota regulations, and it’s reported 
there will be no prosecutions for 
evasion of its terms. 

It is understood the authorities re- | 
alize the acute shortage of quota ma- 
terial and are very sympathetic to 
exhibitors. They are, therefore, said 
to be shutting their eyes to minor | 
evasions and there is a general feel- 
ing that any infraction would have to 





be a blatant one before there would | 


be a prosecution. 


ARGENTINA’S CROP HIKE 
HELD AS BOOM TO BIZ 


Film theatre business in Argentina 
is satisfactory, according to John 
Nathan, Paramount’s manager for 
that country, who is in New York 
for a month on a visit. Biggest city 
for cinemas, of course, is Buenos 
Aires, Nathan pointed out, where 
about 180 theatres are operating in a 
metropolis of about 2,500,000 popula- 
tion. 

Every 








indication points to good 


: ‘ : . | crops this year in Argentina, he says, 
se y 3 | : 
en if he will be luckier than his | grain-growing, surpassed only by the 


choice cattle raised, probably, mean- 
ing better film business, 


Par’s C. A. Changes 


Realignment of managers in Cen- 
tral America was announced last 
week by John W. Hicks, Jr., vice- 
president in charge of foreign dis- 
tribution for Paramount. Henry 
Gordon, formerly manager for Trin- 
idad, was appointed to job in Pan- 
ama. He supplants S. E. Pierpoint, 
former manager, who will be pro- 








moted to some post in Central or | 


South America. 

Saul Jacobs becomes Trinidad 
manager, being transferred from 
Guatemala. Robert L. Graham, in 
Australia on special assignment for 
two years, will be Gordon’s assistant 
in Panama. 

Hicks sails today (Wed.) for Eu- 
rope on a survey of sales and busi- 
ness conditions at this time. 
usually goes over twice a year. Par’s 
head of foreign distribution 
visit London, Stockholm, Berlin, 
Rome and Paris offices, returning to | 
in about six weeks. 





U. S. PIX EXIT AUSTRIA 
Vienna, Sept. 9 
pictures have almost | 
from 


American 
a fadeout 
screens. 

Replaced by UFA and other Ger- 
man releases. 


He | 


will | 


Austrian | 





MEIN A LOT T0 





| 
| 
| 


Clair, Renoir, Duvivier Are | 

Akin to the Name of 
| Legit Production in Amer- | 
ica, in Former Years— 








GALLIC PIX’S PROGRESS | 








| 
| New approach to production of 


| French language features, with box- 


| office appeal predicated on the fame | York: 


| ers, rather than the players or stars, | 
| promises to go far in the progress} ing 
This | W 
the producer’s | girls, 
name as the keynote already has | Dorchester hetel, opening Sept. 14. 


|of the French film 
idea of regarding 


industry. 


caught on in France, and is be- 


| aecording to director - producer 
| credits, not unlike the high regard 
held for a Frohman or Belasco pro- 
duction of yesteryear. 

Economically, it is a favorable 
move. It means that capable direc- 
tors can turn out good grossers with- 
out having to expend large amounts 
for high-salaried stellar personali- 
| ties. In this trend towards abandon- 
| ing the practice of employing stars 

and using any new talent, the French 

industry is aided by the setup on 
direetor-producers. The new French 

, director is in absolute command of 
| production on a feature, not being 
just paid to turn out a picture. His 
word is law, and this works for sav- 
ings and intensified development of 





| me story which long has been held | ance. 


AUDIENCES NOW 


FRENCH DIRECTORS AS B.0. 





—+ 


Aussie Pushed to Pass Steeper 





Frohman or Belasco on a ‘London Casino Starts 


Okay; Also Sherek Show 


| London, Sept. 20. 


| London Casino’s new edition of 
the ‘Folies Superbes’ opened Wednes- 
j|day night (14) and went over big. 
\Consists of a former production 
which has been on tour, plus new 
|acts, including Andre Randall, from 
| Folies Bergere; Marion Daniels, New 
Four Craddocks, Christiane 


The Director Is Absolute | 


and record of name director-produc- | and Duroy, and Ben Dova. 


of Nick Long, Jr.; Naunton 
Wayne, Bobby May and Chester Hale 
was up to usual standard at 





ginning to do likewise in America. | 
| Pictures are starting to be classed | 


10 ATTEND 
THEATRES 


Vienna, Sept. 9. 
Despite alleged forcing of white- 
collar class factory workers to fre- 








| 


quent bogged-down theatres, audi- 
ence is microscopic. Vienna Nazis 
now envision compvulsory attend- 
Not only mu.t they pay coin, 


| t o be the keynote to a French-made | but prove attendance. 


film’ s success in the U. S. 

Typical of this new practice and | 
success which has marked the effort | 
are the productions handled by Jean 
Duvivier, Jean Renoir, Abel Gance, 
Rene Clair and in lesser degree to 


(Continued on page 55) 





LeBaron Gets Going 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Eddie LeBaron Productions starts 
work this week on ‘The Life of 
Simon Bolivar,’ based on a biography 
written by Jose Vasconcelos, Mexi- 
can educator. 

Picture will be made here in the | 
Spanish language. 


| Nazi Strength-Through-Joy organ- 


ation distribs 1,006,00C cut-rate 
legit and opera ticket for coming 
season at approximately 50c. per, but 
obliging recipients to take 15 tickets. 


Ahearns Click in London 


London, Sept. 20, 
Will and Gladys Ahearn scored on 
the new bill at the Palladium de- 
spite the fact that they followed 
Billy Bennett, local favorite. 
Bob Bromley is doing fine at 
Trocadero cafe. Returns after tour, 











| following two weeks here. 








London Hears of New $20,000,000 
Underwriting for Odeon Cinemas 





London, Sept. 20. 





Cinema Holdings, Ltd. 


Deutsch). 
ner in Odeon. 
Odeon Cinema controls 


| 


Odeon and Gaumont-British theatres, 


nent financiers as Philip Hill, besides 


Eagle Star and Dominion Insur-| the National Provincial Bank are 
ance Co., it is understood, is among | considered as interested, is for Odeon 
the principals who are considering | (Oscar Deutsch) to take over Gen- 
advancing $20,000,000 in new under-|eral Theatres 
writing and recapitalization to Odeon | Portal). 
(Oscar) cinemas. 
United Artists is a part-| the prospective deal which had been 


Corp. (Woolf-Rank- 
GTC operates around 35 
Thus it may be taken that 


quietly discussed, between Odeon 
to 


| Theatres, Ltd., which firm operates join forces has been nixed. 


land, one of the three top chains. 


approximately 300 houses in Eng-| 


Understood that Odeon, in which 
United Artists is a partner, let the 


| Present capitalization of OT consists GB prospect run out, not wishing to 


| $7,500,000 6 
$4,500,000 ordinary shares. 


ly, 
| somewhat 
$1,800,000. 
| The circuit comprises 
_ mately 100 various subsidiaries, of | 
| which the biggest is County Cinemas, | 
|! which alone may be worth around | 
| $15,000,000 and controls around 55) 
| theatres. 


| 


unit, possibly worth around $4,000,- | 


000, comprising approximately 15 
| theatres. 
A deal in prospect, covering 


| $10,000,000, and in which such promi- ' 


| 


of $10,000,000 mortgage debentures; | become involved, 
% preference shares, and;|tury-Fox sat in on the deal. 


unless 20th Cen- 
This, 


| presumably, was in accordance with 


OT is understood to be doing nice- | 
having earned on its first year | 
in the neighborhood of here that there would be little for a} 


advice from the UA home office. 
At the same time, it is envisioned 


deal between Odeon and Paramount’s 


approxi- | Astoria chain. 


Odeon is now constructing theatres 
or in prospect of constructing thea- 
tres 
theatres are located in Cardiff, Man- 
| chester, Leeds and other places. Also, 


to Par, as their locations are pres- 
ently concerned. 
Stanton Griffis, Paramount direc- 


Henry Sherek’s new show, consist- 


| 











in locations where Paramount | 


Tax on U.S. Distribs; N. Z. Tieup 
Would Include Aid to Home Prod. 


+ 


Sydney, Sept. 20. 
Additional political pressure is be- 
ing exerted in Australia this week to 
vet the feceral government to tax 


American distributors according to 
earnings made on each picture 
shown on the Continent. Though 


present plans call for replacing the 
current customs duty on all film im- 
ports with this tax on film rentals, 
the new levies promise to be much 
more severe than the present duty 
of l6c per foet on negative and 8c 
per foot on positive film stock. Cam- 
paign for this new taxation is not 
confined to Australia alone but a 
similar alignment is being worked 
out in New Zealand. 

In addition to this move for direct 
tax on distributor gross income, an- 
other suggestion has been made that 
local governments tax distributors a 


| certain percentage to go towards as- 


COMPULSORY 


sisting home production. Background 
for this stir on taxing U. S. distribu- 
tion companies is the statement that 


eight major American distribs 
grossed $4,000,000 in Australia last 
year, 


In political circles this is seen as 
a repercussion from Sir Victor Wil- 
son’s statement of several months 
ago. The head of the Motion Picture 
Distributors Assn. placed American 
earnings at $4,000,000 though it is 
understood that this was gross in- 
come rather than net profit. Un- 
fortunate as far as the distributors 
are concerned is that apparently it 
has given a definite, rather official, 
figure at which to shoot. 

Wilson statement was given in 
good faith and obviously was made 
only to discount reports to the effect 
that Americans collected $15,000,000 
to $25,000,000 in this country last 
season. It has provided ammunition, 
however, for some politicos since 
they realize that even a moderate 
percentage tax on this gross amount 
would produce much more than 
present import duty on film footage. 

Virtually all U. S. companies only 
ship in negative prints for features, 
making positive prints here, and 
thereby eliminate the need for pay- 
ing any duty on positives. Some 
companies also ship in one positive 
for comparison with positive prints 
turned out in Australia. 

With distributors only sending in a 
negative and paying l6éc per foot in 
tax, this means that American com- 
panies pay import duty of abwut 
$1,120 on a 7,000-foot print, average 
length of a feature. Distribs in this 
market long have regarded it as a 
form of taxation and discriminatory 
as compared with what other coun- 
tries have to pay. 





Hutchinson Sets S. Africa 
Tour After S. America 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 6. 

W. J. Hutchinson, 20th-Fox di- 
rector of foreign distribution, has ar- 
rived here from New York on the 
start of his visits to key cities in 
South America. He goes from here 
to Rio de Janeiro. 

Hutchinson originally planned to 
sail from Rio or Sept. 10, but now 
contemplates leaving Oct. 4 for 
South Africa. His visit to S. Af- 
rican key spots will occupy his ate 
tention for the greater part of Oce 
tober. He'll get back to U. S. somee 
time in December. 

The 20th-Fox foreign chief will 
glimpse the compan,’s distribution 
organizatior in South Africa, set up 
a short time ago. Company also has 
an interest in a theatre at Durban, 





Taxes Hit Budapest Cafes 
Budapest, Sept. 12. 
Of the 400 cafes in Budapest at the 
| close of the World War, 250 have 


| London & Southern is another OT | Odeon stands to be too competitive | gone dark in the last 15 years, 


The rest recently complained te 
the Minister of Irdustries that they 
can’t keep out of the red unless 


| tor, who was here, is understood to! something is done to alleviate the 


have favored an Odeon-Par deal. 


innumerable taxes on them. 
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IF 1 WERE KING 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
Frank Lloyd pro- 
Colman; features 


Paramount release of 
duction. Stars Ronald 
Basil Rathbone, Frances Dee, Ellen Drew, 
Henry Wilcoxon, Heather Thatcher, Walter 


Kingsford, Sidney Toler, Ralph Forbes, 
John Miljan. Directed by Frank Lloyd. 
Associate producer, Lou Smith. Screen- 
play by Preston Sturges from play by 
Justin Huntly MeCarihy; camera, Theodor 


Sparkuhl; special effects, Gordon Jennings; 
editor. Hugh Bennett; asst. directors, Wil- 
liam Tummel! an! Harry Scott. Previewed 
at Westwood Village theatre, Los Angeles, 


Sept 13, '38. Running time, 100 minutes. 
Francois WE. Boa desas ce od Ronald Colman ca i Pat O’Brien 
NE ID eer Basil Rathbone | JOHN Quinn... ......eeeeee ees a > 
- * dh ie Setelowes Toni Blake..............Margaret Lindsay 
Katherine De Vaucelles.......Frances Dee - pega 
Huguette Elien Drew NR OS rere John Payne 
Father Villon......0:+ “"""'C. V. France | Slappy Harris......+..+..+. Johnnie Davis | 
Captain of the Watch.....Henry Wilcoxon Maurice..... see eeeeeeeeee cs MM ville ea r | 
Queen... ..:..-ccec.e..--. Heather Thatcher Mrs LOrMay....eeeeeeeesesees Isabel Jeans | 
Rene de Montigny.........-Stanley Ridges | | a 5% og Sebeectstetes ge hae 
ee ee SS ee ee eee AP ke B- pe Ae ee oi a sage = Hogs pee 
Tristan L’Hermite....... Walter Kingsford | Rick Fulton.......-seeseseress Dick F urcell 
Colette : .....Alma Lloyd Maharajah of Sund.......+--+++-- Curt Bois 
Robin Tursis.. | Sidney Toler | Angus McGillicuddy....... Granville: Rates 
Jehan LeLoup... ............,.Colin Tapley | Duncan McGillicuddy..... dward MeWade 
Stee BePMain. <x. écaiccotess Ralph Forbes | rrent. Vanbadewi as cuvewoeetus Larry Williams 
Thibaut D’Aussigny...........John Miljan | Musicians ........++ cee teeccecrersrres a 
Glens “Tab " e ao aad William Haade | Ray Mayer, Jerry Colonna, Ji e Venuti | 
Colin De Cayeulx..... Pouke. Adrian Morris Joe Venuti an) his Swing Cats 
General Dudon. ............-Montagu Love Jimmie Fidler 
General Saliere........e0.:. Lester Matthews oS : ; 
Genera. Barbezier......... William Farnum ‘Garden of the Moon’ is a bright 
Burgundian Herald.........-+- Paul Harvey , os | 
as dicen ses te 0608 Barry Macollum musical, due principally to the spark- | 
pt WOPTTTT TTT TTT Séeowas .May Beatty ling Warren and Dubin and Johnny 
MEAIOE “TIONG. o5.cccccccecvcsces Winter Hall : 
ee eer re Francis McDonald | Mercer tunes, an ebullient script and 


Ladies-in-waiting.Ann Evers, Jean Fenwick 





Paramount made a happy and 
profitable choice in deciding to turn 
out a new version of the adventures 
of Francois Villon. ‘If I Were King’ 
is healthy box office that will hit ex- 
tended runs right down the line and 
finish as one of the top grossers of 
the company’s fall releases. 

Title itself is well known as a 
standard piece of historical fiction, 
and would piobably carry marquee 
strength of its own for sufficient ex- 
ploitation and selling. But with 


Ronald Colman in his first appear- | 
ance in a year (last in ‘Prisoner of | 


Zenda’), combo has substantial pos- 
sibilities. 
producer-dire: tor Frank Lioyd (di- 
rector of ‘Mutiny on the Bounty,’ 
‘Cavalcade’ and ‘Wells Fargo’) will! 
further assist in gaining attention. 
‘If I Were King’ is a well-mounted 
and splendid production that carries 
along at a fascinating pace through- 
out its 100 minutes. Producer-di- 
rector Frank Lloyd has turned out 
a masterful job. Retaining intimacy 
of characterizations and __ story 
throughout, he does not allow the 
audience to wander threugh a maze 
of spectacular sets and mob scenes 
with possibility of losing interest in 
thie objective. Story is handled with 
deftness and lightness, but very 
little of the melodramatic. His 
seems a tongue-in-cheek angle in di- 
rection to provide the utmost in 
wholesome eniertainment. 


Colman’s delineation of the ad- | 


venturous poet-philosopher, Villon, 
is excellent, carrying through it a 
verve and spontaneity for an out- 
standing performance. Basil Rath- 
bone brilliantly andles the difficult 
assignment of the eccentric, wea- 
zened Louis XI, a role that requires 
delicacy and shading of characteriza- 
tion in every scene. 

Close intimacy of audience to 
story progress is maintained in fast- 
tempo script by Preston Sturges, 
who has provided much sparkling 
dialog to greatly enhance entertain- 
ment factors. Cross-dialog and 
repartee between Villon and Louis 
XI is particularly noteworthy. 

After quickly establishing Villon 
as the hero and leader of the Paris 
mobs, events bring him and the king 
together. Appointed grand con- 
stable of France and Brittany by the 
mischief-conniving Louis, in the pal- 
ace Villon champions the pecple 
against the king and his arrogant 
advisers—to the amusement of Louis. 
But the latter soon tires of his 
amusement with Villon, and is ready 
to put him on a gibbet when the 
armies of Burgundy break through 
the city gates. Villon leads his rab- 
ble against the invaders for a com- 
plete rout and gains the sincere 
gratitude of the king and city. 

Newcomer Ellen Drew handles the 
difficult role of Huguette, girl of the 
slums, for one of the outstanding 
. performances, Interpretation of 

therine by Frances Dee is deliv- 
ered with sincerity. Particular ex- 
cellence of supporting cast makes 
for well-rounded delineations of the 
varied characterizations. 

Paramount has given ‘If I Were 
King’ a fine nounting in which to 
unfold this romantic and adven- 
turous comedy drama. Art direction 
is tops, with photography particu- 
larly effective. 

Picture is studded with numerous 
standout scenes. Meeting of Villon 
with Katherine for the first time at 
the church; appointment of Villon 
as grand constable by Louis; freeing 
by Villon of his followers, who were 
taken prisoners with him at the slum 
tavern; Villon’s ultimatum to the 
Burgundian herald—these are a few 
of the many cequences that are put 
over by top direction and top-rank- 
ing artists. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 


Release title for ‘Kiss and Run’ at 
Warners is ‘Hard io Get.’ 


‘Lawless Valley’ is latest tag for 
*No Law in Shadow Valley’ at RKO. 

Hal Roach switched ‘Zenobia’s In- 
fidelity’ to ‘This Time It’s Love.’ 

New tag for ‘Arson’ at Metro is 
‘Think It Over.’ 








| the exceptionally adept direction of | 


(MUSICAL) 

Warner Bros. production and release. 
Features Pat O'Brien, John Payne, 
garet Lindsay, Joe Venuti orch., Jimmie 
Fidler, Johnnie Davis, Jerry Colonna. Di- 
rected by Busby Berkeley. Original story, 


Garden of the Moon | 
| 


Mar- 


H. Bedford-Jones and Barton’ Browne; | 
screenplay, Jerry Wald and Richard Ma- 
caulay; sungs, Harry Warren, Al Dubin | 


| 
and Johnn Mercer; arangements, Ray Hein- | 
dorf and Frank Perkins; music director, | 
Leo F Forbstein; camera, Tony Geudlo; 

editor, George Amy; dialog directors, Hugh 
Cummings and Gene Lewis. Previewed at | 
| 

| 


Hollywood, N. Y., Sept. 14, "38. Running 


Busby Berkeley. It will hardly be a | 
major smash, but it should be better | 





received than some of the more elab- | 
orate musical productions and it’s | 
llikely to garner a tidy profit. Al-| 
ithough the running time is 94 min- | 


futes, it doesn’t seem that long. 





In some spots name of | 


land 


As usual with musicals, the book is 
no great shakes. It’s merely the 
ifamiliar yarn about the unknown 
‘band hired as a filler-in at a famous 
|nitery and remaining to establish it- 
| self as a name outfit. Love interest 
|in supplied by the femme press agent 
who falls for the bandleader and con- 
trives a hoax publicity stunt that 
puts the band over. Slim as that 
thread is, it is shrewdly arranged 
seasoned with such winning 


;touches of humor that it serves as 
solid framework for the succession 
of contagious songs. 

Besides being logically placed in 
the story, the song numbers are ex~ 
traordinarily well presented. Hard 
to say whether that is due to Berke- 
ley or to musical director Leo F. 
Forbestein, but probably it is simply 
a happy combination of talents. All 
the songs are heavily plugged and 
they follow in fairly rapid succession, 
yet they never become tiresome. 
That is due not only to the quality of 
the numbers themselves, but to the 
ingenuity in their various manners 
|of presentation. While the title song, 
|‘Garden of the Moon,’ and the famil- 
jiar ‘Girl Friend of a Whirling Der- 
| vish’ are pleasant offerings, ‘The lady 





jon the Two-Cent Stamp’ and ‘Love 
‘Is Where You Find It’ are outstand- 








jing and the remaining tune, ‘Con- 


fidentially,’ is more than passable. 

Unusual feature of the picture is 
the inclusion of emphatic plugs for 
virtually every recognized syndicated 
columnist in the country. Jimmie 
Fidler, of course, is featured in the 
cast and given an outright buildup, 
but at one point in the film virtually 
all the column titles and by-lines in 
the business are pictured. Film also 
contains several topical laughs in the 
dialog. One at the expense of Roose- 
velt has one of the characters saying 
he tried to get in touch with the 
President, but couldn’t reach him. 
Asked why not, he explains, ‘He’s 
away on a battleship—fishing.’ 

Although not given top billing, 
John Payne has the leading part. As 
the personality maestro, he’s ob- 
viously being given the buildup by 
Warners for romantic leads. Nothing 
in the part tests his acting ability, but 
a soenrs to have enough stuff to 
and, 

As the steel-jacketed, ruthless 
nitery operator, Pat O’Brien gives a 
workmanlike performance, whacking 
all the obvious points in the part and 
giving the character the proper driv- 
ing force. But there’s never any 
subtlety to his playing and his omy 
way of giving emphasis to a line is to 
raise his voice. 

Margaret Lindsay is the not-too- 
demure press agent: who recognizes 
her pash at the first glance and pro- 
ceeds to build him up to her size. 
The part has some illogical shadings, 
but she’s a visual asset, uses her 
voice eloquently and gives a direct 
performance that irons out some of 
the inconsistency. Johnnie Davis is 
in his proper element as a slap- 
happy horn player and consequently 
provides several crackling moments, 
while Curt Bois, Ray Mayer, Jerry 
Colonna and Joe Venuti also con- 
tribute laughs at opportune moments. 
Jimmie Fidler is a_ satisfactory 
enough Jimmie Fidler, though his 
reading of sock lines would hardly 
draw a bell chorus. Hobe. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Paramount purchased Dale Unson’s 
novel, ‘Surprise Marriage.’ 

Alfred Levy sold his yarn, ‘Tiki,’ 
to Metro. 

Metro bought ‘Flight South,’ by 
Nathaniel West and Gordon Baker. 

Grant Leenhouts sold his original, 
‘Human Bait,’ to Metro. 

Republic acquired Walker. K. 
Tompkins’ mag yarn, ‘Guns From the 
Grave,’ to be filmed as ‘Prairie Buck- 
aroo.’” 

Paramount bought Nat Perrin’s | 








original, “The Lady Is Charmed.’ 
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TOO HOT TO HANDLE 


Metro release of Lawrence Weingarten 
production, Stars Clark Gable, Myrna 
Loy; features Walter Pidgeon, Walter Con- 
nolly, Leo Carrillo, Directed by Jack Con- 
way. Story, Len Hammond: screenplay, 
Laurence Stallings, Jolin Lee Mahin; musi- 
cal score. Franz Waxman; special effects, 
Arnold Gillespie; camera, Harold Rosson; 
montage effects, John Hoffman; film editor, 
Frank Sullivan. Reviewed in Projection 
Room, N. Y., Sept. 19, '388. Running time, 


106 mins, 

EPO errey ss foe Clark Gable 
Alma Harding......++.ee....+..-Myrna Loy 
Bill Dennis..........ee00.+Walter Pidgeon 
Gabby MacArthur......ee. Walter Connolly 
Was 600 ot ncesdeaceedeawras Leo Carrillo 
PRIMI. 00 0455s 008 soe oebae se Johnny Hines 
SUES. 6 cch6 es cee beeee ees Virginia Weidler 
eave. TOGRGING) . a its ctcees 3etty Ross Clarke 
PEGE “SUN. i ckbsbdcevetennts Henry Kolker 
Bee. WRAMOD. 6000405 6osdbesee Marjorie Main 
a, SEPP ET EEE eee eooeeee.- Gregory Gaye 
CGUMIPOLE 2 0 sc siccccce eocccccceseeed Al Shean 
WG os wdc Sok veeboseeenobee ts Willie Fung 
MOORRIO sc Fk bbcneesvebedcenssies Lillie Mui 
PS. SOUMIAs bis dednadcaecs Patsy O’Connor 





Adventures of a newsreel cam- 
eraman is the basis for this Clark 
Gable-Myrna Loy co-starrer, “Too 
Hot to Handle.’ It's a blazing action 
thriller aimed as a follow-up to cash 
in on the same pair’s click in “Test 
Pilot.’ Even more than ‘Test Pilot’ 
it’s hoked far beyond the limit of 
credibility. But it has a driving ex- 
citement, crackling dialog, glittering 
performances and inescapable ro- 
mantic pull. So it’s a sock audience 
picture and should make a para- 
chuteful of money. 

There are enough absurdities in 
the story to give a real newsreel 
cameraman the shudders for a 
month. For instance, Gavle is shown 
using a hand camera and recording 
sound with it, which would certain- 
ly earn a cameraman the besi-trick- 
of-the-week medal. As another in- 
stance, Gable and Carrillo, after 
paddling for four days up the Ama- 
zon in a small dugout canoe and 
scrambling through the tropical un- 
derbrush, show a series of newsreel 
pictures on an unexplained screen 
to terrify a tribe of blacks. Appar- 
ently they had their projection 
equipment with them, sound am- 
plifiers and all. 

Maybe the explanation for that 
would also cover what voodoo wor- 
shippers are doing in the Amazon 
jungles instead of Haiti. But it would 
hardly explain how a tiny plane fly- 
ing only a few hundred feet in the 
air could escape destruction, or at 
least a violent shakeup, when a ship- 
load of dynamite explodes directly 
underneath. As a matter of cold 
fact nothing can explain those or 
countless other implausibilities in 
‘the story. That is, nothing but the 
license that permits a scenarist to 
use any illogical situation provided 
it makes exciting narrative. Since 
‘Too Hot to Handle’ is tingling ad- 
venture stuff, audienzes won't mind 
its flaws of logic. 

The story is one of those familiar 
Hollywood triangle affairs, with 
Gable and Walter Pidgeon as the 
sizzling rival newsreelers and Miss 
Loy the he-man’s ideal who entan- 
gles their already frenzied competi- 
tion, When Gable hijacks Pidgeon’s 
girl and they both land in the dog- 
house through Pidgeon’s efforts to 
get even, the girl goes to South 
America to search for her long-lost 
aviator brother. Of course, Gable 
not only makes chumps of the na- 
tives and effects the rescue, but he 
scoops Pidgeon on the films of the 
yarn and even winds up with the 
prize heartthrob. It's all unashamed 
pulp-mag stuff, bu‘ the peanut- 
muching contingent will gobble it up 
—and not even an irate newsreeler 
will walk out on it. 

Strange angle of the picture’s im- 
plausibilities is the fact that the 
story was written by Len Hammond, 


lan executive of Fox Movietone 





newsreel, while Laurence Stallings, 
co-author of the screenplay, is a 
former employee of the same outfit 
Obviously both men know better; 
but apparently they declined to look 
a thrill-packed yarn in the mouth. 
Probably they'll take a ribbing from 
the boys in the trade, but that won't 
worry the film-goine public. 

Best parts of ‘Too Hot’ are the 
early sequences, all the way up to 
the sequence of the ship explosion. 
This entire portion of the film is 
terse and impelling, It is neatly in- 
troduced, the story .s kept moving, 
the characters are clearly etched and 
the dialog is salted with biting 
humor. By the time the ludicrous 
latter part. roll into view enough 
interest has been aroused to carry 
the yarn to its climax. 

Metro has given the picture one of 
its typically slick productions, Sets, 
lighting, photography and sound are 
all superblv haridled, while Jack 
Conway’s direction carries a_ stun- 
ning punch. Clark Gable and Myrna 
Loy zcom through the leading parts 
with glittering persuasion. Both 
bring out the facets of their parts 
and their acting styles offer a fasci- 
nating contrast. 

Walter Pidgeon also bullseye in 
another of his other-man character- 
izations, this time with more than 
his usual vitality. In fact, for a 
time it looks as if it might even step 
into the boy-gets-girl class. Walter 
Connelly is wholly satisfying as the 
lightning-tempered newsreel editor, 
while Teo Carrillo ignites all the 
laughs in the part of the camera- 
man’s assistant. Marjorie Main is 
agreeably acid as Connolly’s philo- 
sophical secretary and Willie Fung 
is good for several chuckles as an 
amiable Chinaman. Hobe. 


TOUCHDOWN, ARMY 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 


Paramount production and release, Fea- 
tures John Howard, Robert Cummings, 
Mary Carlisle, Owen Davis, Jr., William 


Frawley, Minor Watson, benny Baker and 
Raymond Hatton. Directed by Kurt Neu- 


mann, Story and adaptation, Lloyd Corri- 
gan and Erwin Gelsey; editor, Arthur 
Schmidt; photography, Victor Milner, Pre- 


viewed Sept. 19, 1938, at the Paramount, 





L. A. Running time, 69 mins. 

Brandon Culpepper.......+..+« John Howard 
Jimmy Howell......se--- Robert Cummings 
Tont Denby.......eee edeses se Mary Carlisle 
Kirk Reynolds....... eoe-- Owen Davis, Jr. 
Jack Heffernan.... ..William Frawley 
Dick Mycroft..ccccccccesscess Benny Baker 
Colonel Denby..............-Minor Watson 
eT Pree Raymond Hatton 





A timely release, concurrent with 
the opening of the football season, 
‘Touchdown, Army’ is a ‘B’ pro- 
grammer of average entertainment 


value that has been competently | 


made, well cast and expertly photo- 
graphed in fittingly, effective back- 
grounds. It’s meat for the pigskin 
fans and not without surefire appeal 
for the masses. A topical lower- 
bracket dualer, 


Picture has the benefit of Kurt 
Neumann at directorial controls and 
the value of a story turned out by 
Lloyd Corrigan and Erwin Gelsey. 
The color of West Point at school 
time, during the football season and 
graduation combines with an in- 
triguing love story, some dramatic 
tension and a-fair measure of com- 
edy for results that please. 


Story is said to have been inspired 
by a play in football which actually 
occurred some years ago when a 
groggy pigskinner ran the wrong di- 
rection with the ball but with mat- 
ters ending up in victory at the right 
goal-line just the same. It is accom- 
plished in ‘Touchdown, Army’ by 
unique means and reaches its climax 
from development of a situation 
which has a Yankee heckling a 
Dixieland football player-romancer 
throughout the early stages by doing 
the Rebel yell. When the Southerner, 
John Howard, is running the wrong 
way with the ball, the only hope of 
a fellow player and love rival (Rob- 
ert Cummings) is to heave out that 
Rebel yell. It works, stopping How- 
ard in time and Army, as might be 
assumed, wins under unusual cir- 
cumstances, 


Cummings plays an upstart West 
Pointer whose nerve and disres 
for rules or upper classmen gets him 
into such hot water that even his 
— prowess has him in solitary 
he day of the big game. He has 
turned a little more honorable by 
this time over an exam he passed on 
information innocently given him b 
the colonel’s daughter and, through 
latter, he is reprieved in time to help 
Army win in the last few minutes of 
play. . 

Cummings plays his partly unsym- 
pathetic role effectively and John 
Howard is a good rival against him 
on the romantic end. The girl is 
Mary Carlisle, who fits requirements 
creditably and always pictures 
sweetly even if the dialog isn’t the 
best that could be written for her. 
Lessers are Owen Davis, Jr., doing 
good student part: Minor Watson, the 
West Point colonel, William Frawley, 
Benny Baker and Raymond Hatton. 
Latter is coming more and more into 
prominence in character roles, usu- 
ally tinged with comedy, and in this 
instance plays a pal, of Cummings’ 
who puts on an act as an old Con- 
federate soldier with a view to dis- 
crediting Howard's boasts concerning 
his father’s participation in the Civil 
War. Nothing on that war that will 
offend anyone, as done here. 

Some of the scenes of West Point 
and of football games are newsreel 
or library, but fit in deftly, 





~~ ———~ 


FRESHMAN YEAR 


Universal production and release. Fea. 
tures Dixie Dunbar, William) Lundigan 
Constance Moore, Ernest Truex. Directed 
by Frank McDonald; screenplay, Charley 
Grayson; original story, Thomas Ahearn 
and F, Maury Grossman; camera, Elwood 
Bredell. At Lincoln, Lincoln, duai. Run. 
ning time, 65 mins. 

Dotty ...ccecees eeeeoe seeteses Dixie Dunbar 
Bob «ccovccscccce ereeccese William Lundigan 
Marian ..scccece eseeees+s+ Constance Moore 
ProfeSSOPr .ececsecccsseesesres Ernest Truex 
JAY ceccccoee eeveccescceessmtaniey Hughes 
Dave .occcccescces 006¢eeedean Frank Melion 
TOMMY cococcecsesveccsees Tommy Wonder 





Strictly in season and a cinch to 
gain some attention as a novelty at- 
traction, ‘Freshman Year’ will find 
its best date the college towns over 
the country. Otherwise, it’s a nor- 


| mal fill-in for a dual bill and won't 


represent much in the way of busi- 
ness. Its strength lies in the fact 
that, although about college, it isn’t 
a touchdown that saves the honor of 
the school. 


From vaude and radio for the pic- 
ture were taken the _ knockabout 
Diamond Bros. (3), the Lucky Seven 
choir of the Hollywood Parade and 
Camel Caravan ether shows, and the 
Murtah Sisters, trio. Diamond boys 
muss each other up for about a min- 
ute, the choir back one of Dixie Dun- 
bar’s s. and d., ‘Chasin’ You Around,’ 
and the Murtah’s do ‘Swing That 
Cheer.’ Other song is inserted by 
Constance Moore and is ‘Ain't That 
Marvelous.’ 

Story finds William Lundigan, 
Stanley Hughes, Frank Melton, Dixie 
Dunbar and Constance Moore going 
to college, and the boys figure to 
make some easy money by selling 
and backing ‘flunk’ insurance. Poli- 
cies go for 50c and will pay the sec- 
ond examination fee of $10 in case 
the student misses. Hughes becomes 
the editor of the college paper and 
his first stunt is to lash out with an 
editorial at Ernest Truex, professor, 
who, claims the editorial, is an old 
fogy. Truex goes modern with a 
bang, and flunks nearly the whole 
crop of freshmen. Lundigan starts 
paying off and is soon broke. Crucial 
moment passes when Lundigan pro- 
motes a college show, which pays 
enough to get him even. 

This is the first of a series of four 
college pictures Universal intends to 
iurn out for the undergrad trade, 
featuring the same cast. Lundigan, 
Misses Dunbar and M}oore take their 
assignments in stride and come 
through with good all-around per- 
sereneeena, while Truex clicks as the 
prof, 

Pic has no weight, particularly, 
and is purely a programmer in the 
general sense. As the lighter half of 
a bill carrying a deep-thoughter as 
the other portion, itil acquit itself 
admirably, Barn. 


BAR 20 JUSTICE 


Paramount release of Harry Sherman 
production, Features William Boy4, 
George Hayes and Russell Hayden. Di- 
rected by Lesley Selander. Screenplay and 
dialog by Arnold Belgard from original by 
Clarence E, Mulford; added dialog and 
sequences by Harrison Jacobs; camera, 
Rueéseil Harland, At Tivoli, N, Y., Sept, 
19-20, ’38, dual. Running time, 6% mins, 
Hopalong Cassidy...ccccsesss William Boyd 
Windy Holiday,.............George Hayes 
Lucky JenkinS....sceesee.e..ttussell Hayden 
Slade eccccccccccoceess ft au) Sutton 
Ann Dennls. cccccccccdesoecess Gwen Gaze 
Frazier Pee eee eee ease ees ereeee Pat O'’Rriéa 
Perkina ..... coc -Joseph DesStefant 
Buck Peters...... »- William Duncan 
PICTCS cccisscaces eee.. Walter Long 
DOMMB ccccccicccsccccsscescccs John Peach 














Feud over g gold mine offers ex- 
cuse for this latest Hopalong Cassidy 
western thriller. It is up to the 
standard of others in series from 
Paramount although not quite as 
many galloping hoofs and horseman- 
ship feats. However, there is more 
romantic tinge to this new outdoor 


opus than generally uncorked. And 
an unusual setting provides back- 
ground for most plotting. 

Rival mining outfit, as usual head- 
ed by a bunch of outlaws, is quietly 
stealing ore from the heroine’s mine 
when Hopalong Cassidy arrives on 
the scene, Because he must trap the 
outlaws, also suspected of bumping 
off the heroine’s husband, while they 
are actually at work in the mine 
workings, majority of vital sequences 
are spotted underground. As such, 
excellently handled. 

Producers wisely have permitted 
Windy Halliday (George Hayes) to 
take an active part: first, in the res- 
cue of Hoppy, and again in the tip- 
off scene when he signals the cattle- 
men to close in on the mine robbers. 
He enlivens what otherwise might 
have been too many consecutively 
ordinary passages, both with his 
witticisms and polished aciing. 

Production isn’t filled with too 
many outdoor scenes but makes up 
for this partly with excellent sus- 
pense in underground episodes. Pic- 
ture has been given excellent musical 
backgroundings. ; 

Bill Boyd, again Hopalong Cassidy, 
is the same quick-thinking western 
hero without unnecessary heroics. 
He has fair love interest episodes 
to augment his usual cowboy scenes. 
Gwen Gaze, cast as the widowed 
wife of his friend, however, seems 
quite inadequate for the outdoors 
girl role, George Hayes and Russell 
Hayden, Hopy’s pals, are standard. 
Paul Sutton, secondary villain, }§ 
miscast while talented Walter Long, 
vet crook of outdoor epics. }5 
smothered in an unimportant char- 
acter. Support only fair. Wear. 
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Mysterious Mr. Moto 


ooth Century-Fox release of Sol M. Wurt- 
j production, Stars Peter Lorre; features 
Mary Maguire, Henry Wilcoxon, Erik 
Rhodes, Harold Huber, Leon Ames, For- 
rester Harvey. Karen Sorrell. Directed by 
Nerman Foster, Based on character cre- 
ated by J. P. Marquand; story and adapta- 
tion, Philip MacDonald and Norman Foster; 
film editor, Norman Colbert; photography, 
Virgil Miller. At Globe, N. Y., week Sept. 
17, ‘38, dual. Running time, 61 mins. 








rm MOtO. cc. cere ee ceeeeeeeess Peter Lorre 
id FUIchMan. ...eeceeeceeees Mary Maguire 
Anton Darvak.....--++ Henry WwW ileoxon 
David Scott-Frensham......... Erik Rhodes 
Ernst Litmar.....++e+++ ..Harold Huber 
Paul Bri8sac...++eeeeeeeerserees Leon Ames 
George Higgins.....++++- Forrester _Harvey 
Gottfried Brujo....+..cee. Fredrik Vogeding 
Sir Charles Murchison.....Lester Matthews 
Sabfly.. ses ccereesescecercoceess John Rogers 
Pn TRA ever s e rere Karen Sorrell 
Nola. .ccececeeceteeeeneeenes Mitchell Lewis 


Fantastic escapes and detective 
prowess that is equally as fantastic 
again figure in the heroics of Mr. 
Moto which 20th and Peter Lorre 
have built into box office importance. 
The latest n the well-selling series, 
‘Mysterious Mr. Moto,’ follows a 
familiar anc quack pattern but gets 
by as entert: inment through holding 
the interest s. tisfactorily. Feature is 
rather short, ‘1 minutes. 


- This time Li rre of the oily tongue 
and suave det ction traps a gang of 
international 1\urderers under 
cumstances tha: even baffles a be- 
leaguered Scotand Yard. He's a 
one-man Hawk:haw who performs 
miracles, these not excluding the 
way he escapes ‘rom traps laid for 
him, from flocks of hoodlums, from 
gunfire, and from wet feet, or a head 
cold. Nothing ca. touch him, that 
also going for ron ance. 

The story is hickneyed and the 
dialog isn’t brillisnt but the vital 
element in picture: of this kind, ac- 
tion, is in evidenc? in abundance. 
That apparently is what they want 
in the Moto subject,. On that basis, 
audience satisfactiin is assured. 
Norman Foster, wh») directed, also 
collaborated on the original story 
and adaptation wit: Philip Mac- 
Donald. Neither the story nor the 
direction arouse any liscussion con- 
cerning genius thougi getting high 
enough of a rating nc* to flunk. Sol 
M. Wurtzel is the pi ducer of the 
entire series. 

Lorre is standard b.' now as the 
detective character | it he’s too 
much this side of req \irements to 
engage in the fisticuffs handed him 
in this one. An ally of h 3 who plays 
a Eurasian girl may go j aces. She’s 
Karen Sorrell, an intere: ‘ing screen 
type but held down on di. log. Henry 
Wilcoxon rather colorles ly does a 
steel mogul from Czec: oslovakia, 
while Mary Maguire plays he secre- 
tary who’s in love with hir Strict- 
ly as a sec, prior to tippii z of the 
love side, she’s entirely t 9 much 
like Wilcoxon’s boss instead. Lessers 
include Erik Rhodes, Harolc Huber, 
Leon Ames, Forrester Harv ‘y and 
Lester Mathews, all okay. ‘har. 


SHARPSHOOTER: 


Hollywood, Sept. 2 

20th-Fox release of Sol M. Wurtzel p - 
duction, Features Brian Donlevy, Ly: 
tari, Wally Vernon, Directed by Jame 
Tinling. Screenplay by Robert Ellis ena 
Helen Logan from original by Maurice 
tapf and Lester Ziffren; camera, Barney 
McGill; editor, Nick de Maggio; musical 
direction, Samuel Kaylin. Previewed at 
Uptown, L. A., Sept. 16, ’38. Running 
time, 63 mins. 

MUOVG BUstcheldscccccccesscces Brian Donlevy 
Diane Woodward.......e++++.++.-ynn Bari 
WOU anski eee ekdeescedevce WEE. FOTOR 
SUING AIORIG. cscs gencescrcecres John King 
Count Maxim...........Douglas Dumbrille 
Pe Ss cavescessC, Honky Gerden 
Baron Orloff...... eerTT Sidney Blackmer 
Prince Michael. Martin Joseph Spellman, Jr, 
BPO ws din ns 6d ds 6 beh ett as is Frank Puglia 
Hamilton MacFadden 
Romaine Callendar 


20th-Fox has had unusual success 
with the turnout of feature series by 
Sol Wurtzel. Charlie Chan, Mr. Moto 
and Jones Family groups are well 
established. More recently, two other 
series—Big Town Girls and Repor- 
ters—were launched. ‘Sharpshooters’ 
is’ the first picture of what 20th-Fox 
expects to be its sixth group, and 
will garry moniker of The Camera 
Daredevils. 

There’s a zippy tempo maintained 
for the 63 minutes of running time. 
Constructed for swift unfolding, pic- 
ture has laughs piling on top of each 
other, even though at times the com- 


edy tends towards the elemental side | 


| 
| 
| 





| 
| 





cir- | 








and logic is unnecessary. Without | 


selling names, nevertheless it’s 


Series will be built around the ad- 
ventures of a newsreel cameraman, 
Brian Donlevy, and his sidekick, 
Wally Vernon. Dontevy is a wise- 
cracking, fast-thinking, and _fast- 
talking chap who, while getting in 
and wut of trouble, manages to se- 
cure his newsreel scoops. Vernon 


Plays the clowning pal for contrast.| _ 
Production judgment went hay-| pipes sent to get a 


wire in early sequences where Don- 
levy is allowed to do some heavy 
tinking and carousing, and parade 
a hangover. Not so good for the 
neighborhood trade, nor for the kid 
audiences that will assist in putting 
he series over on a permanent basis. 
“ucceeding pictures must clean up 
he Donlevy booze-guzzling or the 
Series will wind up in short order. 
After getting newsreel scoop of as- 
Sassination of the king of a mythical 
country in Europe, Donlevy ties to 


the capital of Metovania to sécure | 


ay 
Standard programmer to entertain, | 
and is a natural for the juve trade. | 


' 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


| as the kid prince, carries off a diffi- 


coronation shots. He runs into a hot- 
bed of conspirators who plan to seize 
the country and dispose of the young 
prince. After a wild melange of 
chases and political intrigue, Don- 
levy saves the situation while get- 
ting his scoops. Along the line, he 
romances Lynn Bari, but flippantly 
turns her over to John King when 
he discovers the pair are engaged. 
Donlevy appears to be a good pros- 
pect for buildup as lead in the series. 
He’s grooved right. Comedy of Wally 
Vernon helps a lot in this one, and 
will probably be used as regular fare 
in future releases of the group. 
Lynn Bari clicks, although confined 
to brief appearances, but is an eyeful 
and shows ability to carry the femme 
side of a series. 
Supporting roles are 
hands. 


in capable 
Martin Joseph Spellman, Jr., 


cult assignment with ease and as- 
surance. Douglas Dumbrille is best 
as head of the conspirators, with C. 





Henry Gordon, Sidney Blackmer 
and John King all convincing. 
Although picture was turned out | 
for nominal budget, production 
stacks up well above average for this 
type of offering. Sets well selected, 
photography good. Direction by 
James Tinling maintains a zippy 
pace while keeping both comedy and 
meller angles well in hand. Original 
story by Maurice Rapf and Lester 
Ziffren is not particularly new or 
novel as to background and basic 
theme, but Robert Ellis and Helen 


Logan have done an _ acceptable | 
screenplay that swings along with 
dispatch. 


PAINTED DESERT 


(WITH SONG) 


RKO-Radio release of Bert Gilroy pro- 
duction. Stars George O'Brien. Directed 
by David Howard. Story, Jack Cunnine- 
ham; screenplay, John Rathmell and Oliver 
Drake; camera, Harry Wild; songs, Ray 
Whitley and Oliver Drake. At Rialto, 
N. Y., week Sept. 14, '38, dual. Running 
time, 58 mins, 
eet MO VO sc ces eciectecuess George O'Brien 


me ae ee Laraine Johnson 
Steve Ray Whitley 


Placer Bill. ......e0. ..+-Staniey Fields 
Fawcett eTivir yer Fred Kohler 
BOBMOBIG 6c cc cece socescecesesee Max Wagner 
co” eee -eeeee Harry Cording 
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BASING. “16. w so 6006 660060 94us Lloyd Ingraham 


5. ge PPP revit Maude Allen 
Heist .. William V. Mong 
Bartender Lew Kelly 


One of the better efforts as west- 
erns go but not strong enough to 
hold its own in solo, except maybe 
where they eat up sage epics. Packs 
plenty of action and suspense plus 
production and acting of tone not 
found often in the breed. 

Namby-pamby title leaves a lot of 
the load on O’Brien’s broad should- 


ers, but it’s likely that he can still 
draw ’em on his name. He carries 





much of the action load as well. us- 
ing his dukes more than a rod. Film| 
is not devoid of shootings in bar- 
rooms, on range, etc., however. Fis- 
tically and histrionically he’s one of 
better outdoor types who puts him- 
self across without aid of trick rid- 
ing, roping and assorted trimmings. 
Star gets plenty of support in Fred 
Kohler, Ray Whitley (usually a bad 
man, but otherwise here); Miaude 
Allen and just a little less from 
araine Johnson, heart interest. Like 
vst femmes in action westerns she 
sn’t seem enthusiastic, being con- 
to look pretty and mouth the 
lines. Others mentioned do 
to give film that extra push 
lifts it above mediocrity. 
‘ staff also do right well in 
out production. Director 
‘gs a-moving while his 
an equally good job in 
~and blasting scenes. 
~** being brought 
‘e. ‘ comic relief 
Yb. romance is 
Song, f‘a'nted De- 
and su. - cow- 
‘odious, . ‘im- 
nly serve. a 
fty salad. 
Hur! 


RANGER’S ROUNDUP 


(WITH SONGS) 

Spectrum Pictures release of Jed Buell- 
Stan Laurel production, Stars Fred Scott. 
Directed by Sam Newfield; screenplay, 
Ceorge Plympton; music, Lew Porter. At 
Kiva, Lincoln, dual. Running time, 55 


a 
te, 
giv. 
muc. 
whic) 
Techn, 
re. “dir 
keeps } 
lenser wu 
large scale « 
Musical ¢ » 
in during } 
moments wh 
on the upbea 
sert,’ as guitar 
hand group is 
pressive, ditty th 
slight dressing on 





* Fred Seott, Christine McIntyre, Al 
. John, Earl Hodgins, Karl Hackett, Syd 
Chatton, Carl Matthews, Steve Ryan, Dick 
Cramer. 


*Ranger’s Roundup’ does little 





more than prove Fred Scott’s singing 
voice is on a par, and sometimes | 
slightly better, with the average of | 
cowboys gone Caruso. This is one of | 
the six on Stan Laurel's ticket for 
Spectrum, when the comic turned | 
producer. Its playdates are coming 
late. 

Scott is a ranger with a pair of | 
job with Earl | 
Hidgins’ medicine show, which | 
seems to be the cover for a gang of | 
outlaws. Scott finds the owner of | 
the show has nothing to do with the | 
deal, but that his first assistant, Karl 
Hackett, is the brains of the gang. 
For the sake of romance, he tangles 
with Christine McIntyre, a waitress, 
who sings obviously by proxy, who 
has a brother mixing in the gang. 

Best number by Lew Porter is 
‘Spanish Shawl,’ and there are five 
altogether in the show authored by | 
him. Barn. | 


Starlight Over Texas 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hoilywood, Sept. 19. 


Monogram release of E.lward Finney pro- 





duction, Stars Tex Ritter. Directed by 
Al Herman. ‘Screenplay, John Rathmell, 
from original story idea by Harry Mac- 
Pherson; camera, Francis Corby; editor, 
Fred Bain. Reviewed in Projection Room, 
Holly we od, Sept. 15, ’38. Running time 55 
mins. 

RR: ROWER 6 6510504452030 Tex Ritter 
ot Pee ee SPUR ee One Pepe Salvatore Damino 
eee Pere Creek ere Carmen LaRoux 
NES itd 5 os C8 axe ta ead Kee Rosa Turick 
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oe) eee Cee Edward Cassidy 


The Northwesterners 





A mediocre offering of the low- 
bracketed western class, that will 
get nothing better than a lukewarm 
reception in houses where patrons 
are not particular as long as the 
hero, villain and horses cavort 
across the screen with the normal 


number of fights and rides. Picture, 
despite attempt to inject production 
values by tossing in a Mexican fiesta, 
is pretty poor and shows obvious 
corner-cutting to keep the budgei as 
low as possible. 

Picture is latest in Tex Ritter 
starrer. A few more like this one 
and Tex will be looking for another 
place besides Hollywood to peddle 
his pipes. He’s unimpressive as a 
dashing westerner, and little better 
when he starts to sing. Perhaps he 
cannot be blamed for the sour notes 
in several spots, as entire picture 
looks like a one-take-and-run affair. 

Yarn is based on theft of cattle, 
arms and ammunition smuggled 
across the line into Mexico. Just 
how the small gang could céntinual- 
ly raid the U. S. arsenal and get 
away with it is not described. Rit- 
ter arrives as a marshal to uncover 
the perpetrators, and finally clean 
up the district. In between, there’s 
Ritter riding like mad astride his 
white horse at frequent intervals; 
five songs; a couple of fist fights; 
and the Mexican fiesta. 

Inconsequential cast hops from 
scene to scene as if none may tarry 
and delay production § schedule. 
Horace Murphy and Snub Pollard, 
as pals of Ritter, are apparently 
running through the series to pro- 
vide comedy. They struggle miser- 
ably through unfunny situations and 
lines. Carmen La Roux as the Mex- 
ican senorita is adequate in her brief 
appearances, and youngster, Salva- 
tore Damino, was apparently added 
to create interest of th. juve trade. 
The Northwesterners, cowboy string 
quintet, appeared a few times to 
mark the few bright spots of the 
picture. 

Story is implausible, even for low- 
cost western, and dialog is element- 
ary with all of the bromides used 
in the Broncho Billy subtitles of 25 
years ago. Direction is poor; pho- 
tography in same class. 


Stranger from Arizona 


Columbia release of Monroe Shaft pro- 
duction. Stars Buck Jones; features Dor- 
othy Fay, Hank Mann. -Directed by Elmer 
Clifton. biory, Monroe Phaff; cameia, 
Eddie Linden; film editor, Holbrook Todd, 
At Central, N. Y., week Sept. 16, '38, dual. 
Running time, 55 mins. 






BBCK WOPRB sc doc ccc ccctccsvees Buck Jones 
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SEUORES 00 6 ce KEAS + asks 06 Stanley Liystone 

Above-average western should 
register satisfactory returns in its 


field. Has the usual wealth of hoss 
opera action, plus frequent touches 
of humor and with Buck Jones as 
name draw for the moppets. 

Story is a standard concoction 
hout cattle rustlers who are making 

with the heroine’s stock and the 

2t but deadly stranger who en- 
ters the scene to thwart their nefari- 
ous schemes. As an indication that 
even the cactus saga fans are grow- 
ing a trifle sophisticated, this yarn 
has several fairly adult plot twists 
and situations. 

One of the funnier sequences 
shows a fistfight at the station, with 
the hero’s skeery Man _ Friday 
knocked into a packing box, his head 
poking out of the top. Every time 
the villain tries to slug him on the 
schnozzle the timid cowpuncher 
hikes uv the packing case and the 
assailant mashes his knuckles on the 
box. It’s outright slapstick, but po- 
tent stuff for a juve picture. 

Of course, ‘The Stranger from 
Arizona’ has all the quaint flaws of 
its breed. For instance, although the 
characters are all presumably dead- 
shot hoss pistolers, they blaze away 
through the whole scenario without 
hitting anyone. 
the hero inevitably has the only 
white horse and, for still another, 
nobody ever walks, trots or even 
eanters his horse: all 
around the set like frenzied Key- 
stone Cops. Apparently their nags 
never tire. However, it’s all rip- 
roaring fun, with a demon climax 
and with Buck Jones grabbing the 
heroine for the proper clinch fade- 


The star won't lose any of his 
juvenile worshippers for this stint. 


| out. 


For another thing, | 


go tearing | 


| ing easily or resting up. 


He’s the same Buck Jones playing 
the same part he’s played a couple 
of hundred times before. And he 
gives it all the works so even the 
youngest urchin in the balcony won’t 
miss a trick. Dorothy Fay is just 
about a small boy’s ideal as the per- 
fect girl (since apparently there have 
to be women in these mustangers,, 
while Hank Worden supplies comedy 
as the hero’s aide and the others are 
right in character. Score another 
one for law and order. Hobe. 


Rebellious Daughters 


Times release of Progressive (B. N. Ju- 


dell) production. Directed by Jean Yar- 
borough. Original screenplay, John W. 
Kraft. At Central, N. Y., week Sept. 16, 
*38. dual bill. Running time, 65 mins. 

ClmiF@. .ccocnsocceccsccese Marjorie Reynolds 
| Py Pe Pee reRreeire ey ...Verna Hillie 
4. ee ..Sheila Bromley 
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Mra. Wedster. ..cccccocvece Vivian Oakland 


Maybe there’s something to be said 
for censorship after all. But on sec- 
ond thought probably the good old 
law of supply and demand will take 
eare of this situation. For as long as 
there’s anything else available, ‘Re- 
bellious Daughters’ won’t get around 


much. It’s a hybrid meller-sexer 
which some indies may want to sell 
luridly. 


Piece is one of those penny-dread- 
ful shockers about how unsympa- 


thetic parenis drive tender young 
girls down the primrose path from 
home to lives of sin in the big wicked 
city. It’s pretty grim and lurid stuff, 
by gum, and the little pretties come 
to no good end—unless, of course, 
they happen to have Rover Boy 
newspaper reporters for boy friends. 
In that case, they’re rescued in the 
proverbial nick and enfolded in re- 
pentant parental embraces. The au- 
dience at the Central opening night 
(16) showed a tendency to snicker 
at embarrassing moments. 

The production comes under the 
heading of inadequate, but at that 
it’s no worse than the script. The 
photography is weak and the sound 
is distinctly unrealistic. Since the 
direction is painfully stilted, the ac- 
tors can’t be blamed too much for 
their artificiality. Under the circum- 
stances, Verna Hillie, Sheila Brom- 
ley, George Douglas, Monte Blue and 
Irene Franklin contrive some mildly 
plausible moments; the others are 
pretty bad. . Hobe. 





Billy the Kid Returns 


(WITH SONGS) 





Aepublic release of Charles E. ford pro- 
duction Stars Roy Rogers and Smiley 
| Burnette. Directed by Joe Kane. Original 
screenplay, Jack Natteford; cameraman, 


Ernest Miller; songs, Eddie Cherkose, Smi- 


ley Burnette, Alberto Colombo and Vern 
(Tim) Miller. Reviewed in Projection 
Room, N. Y., Sept. 15, ’38. Running time, 
53 mins. 
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Fully aware of a good property, 
Republic has again put itself strongly 
behind Roy Rogers in ‘Kid,’ his sec- 
ond siarrer and first since ‘Under 
Western Skies.’ Latest in Rogers se- 
ries is equally as good if not better 
than the last, being an actioneer of 
the first order which, combined with 
Rugers-Burnetie name, Rogers’ re- 


cording rep, and a smart title should 
spell good b.o. where cactus rules, 
Also it makes for good support where 
they like their western diluted with 
a contrasting film. 

Surrounded by production, songs, 
reams of action and fine support, 
Rogers makes a definite mark in the 
westerns field, and should also, if 
comparably handled in succeeding 
films, outshine most of the herd. He 
has the added advantage of femme 
appeal as well as those of action- 
hungry boys. 

Opening with a hot, running gun 
battle, film never seems to stop until 





cept where musical interludes are 
injected. Latter are not just stage 
waits but destined to entertain and 
relieve, although one of same is 
buildup to suspenseful escape. Bur- 
nette gets more than his usual share 
and carries it off well. Not much 
on acting, he makes up for it in mu- 
sical contributions in solo and with 
group and as a general cut-up. 
Supporting cast is capable, stand- 
outs being Fred Kohler, Morgan 
Wallace as the heavies, and Lynn 
|Roberts, the heart-throb. 


{on the Prairie,” ‘When I Camped 
| Under the Stars’ and ‘Dixie Instru- 
|ment Song. Burnette running in as 
jan itinerant instrument pedd'er 
makes for much of musicking with 


novelty numbers and affords back-| trot for the trade. 
piping. three Fleming Allan tunes, none of 


ground for Rogers’ posed 


> 


brief running time is eaten up, ex- | 








' 








PIONEER TRAIL 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Jack Tuden; features Joan Rarclay and 
Tuffy, a dog. Directed by Joseph Levering. 
Original by Nate Gatzert; camera, James 8, 
Browo, Jr. At Central, N. Y., week Sept. 


9, 38. Running time, 54 mins. 

Breezy ..... pecoces whaney¥ st 04cm Jack Luden 
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Columbia missed the mark with 
this one. Story strictly adheres to 
the worn western formula. Doesn’t 
move until the final reel when a 


|eattle stampede tears a town from 


its moorings. ‘Trail’ is just another 


western headed for the lower 
bracketed duals. 
Yarn concerns itself with trail 


drives from ranches to new shipping 
points where better beef prices pre- 
vail. Jack Luden leads one as fore- 
man of a Texas spread. Waylaid by 
rustlers, and driven off to the bandit 
market, Luden is also taken prisoner. 
He's offered a proposition by the 
leader to go back to his bosses, as- 
sure them the trail is okay and lead 
a much bigger herd into the gang’s 
waiting hands for which he’s to re- 
ceive a cut of the proceeds. 

He refuses, escapes through the 
efforts of Tuffy, canine hero of the 
piece, returns home and gathers up 
thousands of head and a guardian 


force outnumbering the outlaws. 
|There’s another battle when the 
drive reaches the gang’s domain, 





culminating in the cattle stampeding 
through the town because a plan to 
separate the beef from its protectors 
backfires, 

Shots of the bighorns ripping out 
porch posts allowing roofs to cave 
in, charging through board walls like 
paper, and generally putting the 
town on the skids are well done, At 
the same time the two factions are 
squaring off without much doubt as 
to the ultimate outcome. 

Joan Barclay plays the rancher’s 

daughter and love interest for Luden. 
She’s the fluffy sort who gets into 
costume party getup for on the 
viains scenes. Slim Whittaker neatly 
handles the outlaw leader assign- 
ment and Marin Sais the bandit 
queen. 
_ Direction allows the continuity to 
jump erratically at times. Dialog 
could have been better; photography 
is routine. 


LOST RANCH 


Victory Pictures release of Sam Katzman 





production. Stars Tom Tyler; features 
Jeanne Martel, Marjorie Beebe, Howard 
Bryant. Directed by Sam Katzman. Crig- 


inal screenplay, Basil Dickey; camera, Bill 


Hyer; editor, Holbrook Todd. At Liberty, 
Lincoln, dual. Running time, 57 mins. 
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Probably the worst thing a film di- 
rector could ask for in a pic would 
be te have Tom Tyler attempt sing- 
ing, but that’s the curtain raiser for 
‘Lost Ranch,’ and it’s the signal for 
immediate restlessness on the part of 
the audience. Western meller is less 
than average, moving with stiffness 
that hardly becomes Sam Katzman, 
who has been directing these pies 
for years. 

Tyler is a star-packer for the Cat- 
tlemen’s Protective and has a happy- 
go-lucky assistant, Howard Bryant, 


| who is called into a situation which 





j/ 


} 
| 


; 


Seven | Evans. ... 
| songs are offered but only five me- Yourg ire a8 és ood eal ban Schuvler 
|morable are ‘Born to the Saddle,’ | 
‘Trail Blazin’, ‘When Sun Is Setting | 


| 
j 


smells of kidnapping. Lafe McKee 
has been hauled up into the hills by 
a gang headed by Forrest Taylor, 
and is being hunted by his daughter, 
Jeanne Martel, and her girl friend, 
Marjorie Beebe. They thir’ Tyler’s 
. yegg, but get on to themseives in 
ime. 

It’s the first start for Miss Beebe 
for years, although she used to be 
nlenty active in two-reel comedies. 
Uses the same technique today and 
the wide eyes still register. The film 
will garner average, or less money, 
than the usual for action houses 
playing. Barn. 


BLACK BANDIT 


(WITH SONGS) 

Universal release of Trem Carr produce 
tien. Stars Bob Baker, Marjorie Reynolds, 
Hal Taliaferro, Jack Rockwell, Glen 
Strange, Dick Dickinson. Directed by 
George Wagener. Original screenplay, 
Joseph West; camera, Gus Peterson; songs, 








Fleming Alien; musical director, Frank 
Sanucel, At Liberty, Lincoln, dual. Run- 
ning time, 60 mins. 
Oe ee ARE ay Phe Bob Baker 
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Young Don Rex Downing 


Bob Baker is in this nicture twice 
as much as he has been in any other 
because he's twins. ‘Black Bandit’ 
is a singing actioner, a little slow, 
but otherwise a good enough bronc- 
Baker warbles 


Rest comes in when Rogers is rid- i them different than the fireside walls 


Hurl. 


(Continued on page 25) 
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ALWAYS GOODBYE Ray Griffith 20th Rom-Dr B. Stanwyck-H. Marshall Sid Lanfield 75 6/29 
SOUTH RIDING Alex Korda UA Drama R. Richardson-E, Best Vic Saville 84 7/27 
DANGER ON THE AIR Irving Starr U Mystery D. Woods A. Grey Otis Garrett 65 - 7/20 
RAGE OF PARIS ™ B. G. DeSylva U Com-Rom D. Darrieux-D. Fairbanks, Jr. Henry Koster 89 6/15 
MEN ARE SUCH FOOLS David Lewis WB Rom-Com W. Morris-P. Lane _ Busby Berkeley eee 6/22 Pik: 
778/38 “FAST COMPANY F. Stephani MGM Rom-Com. M. Douglas-F. Rice Eddie Buzzel 75 6/29 
e/%% MAN’S COUNTRY Mono Mono Western Jack Randall Robert Hill 53 8/3 
CRIME RING Cliff Reid RKO Mystery A. Lane-F. Mercer Les Goodwins 70 7/27 
LITTLE WOMEN (R) K. MacGowan RKO Rom-Dr Hepburn-J. Bennett-F. Dee Geo. Cukor 117 11/21/33 
DURANGO VALLEY RAIDERS A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele-L. Stanley Sam Newfield 
PANAMINT’S BAD MAN Sol Lesser 20th Western S. Ballew-N. Beery Ray Taylor 60 8/10 
ALGIERS Walter Wanger UA Rom-Mel C. Boyer-S. Gurie-H. Lamarr John Cromwell 95 6/2S 
MY BILL Bryan Foy wB Drama K. Francis-J. Litel John Farrow es ae 
9/15/38 PLONEER TRAIL Col Col Western J. Luden-J. Barkley Jos. Levering 54 9/21 
J : SHOPWORN ANGEL J. L. Manckiewicz MGM Rom-Dr M, Sullavan J. Stewart H. C. Potter 85 7/13 
FRIDE OF THE WEST Harry Sherman Par Western Bill Boyd Les Selander 55 8/17 
GOLD MINE IN SKY C. E. Ford Rep Western G. Autry-S. Burnette Joe Kane 60 7/6 
PASSPORT HUSBAND Sol Wurtzel 20th Com-Dr P. Moore-S. Erwin Jas. Tinling 74 7/27 
PRISON JSREAK Trem Carr U Meller G. Farrell-B. McLane Arthur Lubin 72 7/20 a 
7/22/38 R_FORMATORY Col Col Drama J. Holt-C. Wynters Lew D. Collins 61 6/29 
/ LOVE FINDS ANDY HARDY Hal Roach MGM Com-Dr M. Rooney-J. Garland Geo. Seitz 90 7/13 
TROPIC HOLIDAY A. Hornblow, Jr. Par Musical D. Lamour-Burns-Raye Theodore Reed 77 7/6 
BOO-LOG C. E. Elliott Par Adv-Dr C. Tapley-S. Asmara-A. Lane C. E. Elliott 60 8/3 
SKY GIANT Robert Sisk RKO Meller R. Dix-C. Morris-J. Fontaine Lew Landers 80 7/20 
I'LL GIVE A MILLION K. MacGowan 20t Drama W. Baxter-M. Weaver Walter Lang 70 7/13 
LITTLE TOUGH GUY Ken Goldsmith U Drama Dead End Kids Herold Young £5 8/24 
PENROD’S POUBLE PROUBLE Bryan Foy WB Com-Dr Mauch Twins Lew Seiler 65 7/27 | 
7/29/38 SOUTH Or ARIZGNA Col Col Western C. Starrett-I. Meredith Sam Nelson 
STRANGE BOARDERS Geo. B. Mason GB Mystery T. Walls-R. Saint Cyr George Mason 
THE CHASER Frank David MGM Com-Dr D. O’Keefe-A. Morris-L. Stone E. L. Marin 15 8/10 
PROFESSOR BEWARE Harold Lloyd Par Comedy H. Lloyd-P. Welch Elliott Nugent 90 7/13 
MOTHER CAREY’S CHICKENS P. S. Berman RKO Drama R. Keeler-A. Shirley Rowland V. Lee 82 7/27 
HEROES OF THE HILLS Wm. Berke Rep Western Three Mesquiteers Geo. Sherman 55 8/3 
LITTLE MISS BROADWAY D. Hempstead 20th Rom-Com S. Temple-G. Murphy-Durante — Irving Cummings 70 7/6 
AMAZING DR. CLITTERHOUSE Anatole Litvak WB Drama E. G. Robinson-C. Trevor Anatole Litvak 87 6/22 
8/5/38 THE CROWD ROARS A. Hitchcock MGM Rom-Dr R. Taylor-M. O’Sullivan R. Thorpe 87 8/3 
BAREFGOT BOY Sam Zimbalist Mono Drama J. Moran-M. M. Jones-R. Morgan Karl Brown 63 8/31 
BULLDOG DRUMMOND IN AFRICA Harold Hurley Par Mystery J. Howard-H. Angel-H. B.Warner Louis King 60 8/31 
’M FROM THE CITY Wm Sistrom RKO Comedy J. Penner-L. Krueger Ben Holmes 71 8/10 
COME ON, LEATHERNECKS Herman Schlom Rep Sports R. Cromwell-M. Hunt Jas. Cruze 65 8/24 
MAN FROM MUSIC MOUNTAIN Chas. E. Ford Rep Outdoor G. Autry-S. Burnette Joe Kane 54 8/17 
PALS OF THE SADDLE ‘Wm. Berke Rep Western 3 Mesquiteers Geo. Sherman 55 9/14 
GATEWAY Samuel G. Engel 20th Drama D. Ameche-A. Whelan-Ratoff Al Werker 73 8/10 
LETTER OF INTRODUCTION John Stahl U Rom-Dr A. Leeds-A, Menjou-Bergen John Stahl 100 8/3 
MR. CHUMP Bryan Foy WB Com-Rom Johnnie-Lola Lane Wm. Clemens 60 8/10 
8/12/38 THE GLADIATOR David L. Loew Col Comedy J. E. Brown-J. Travis Ed Sedgwick 70 8/31 
RICH MAD, POOR GIRL Edw. Chodorov MGM Com-Dr R. Young-R. Hussey R. Schunzel 70 8/17 
THE TEXANS Lucien Hubbard Par Outdoor J. Bennett-R. Scott Jas. Hogan 90 8/3 
PAINTED DESERT Bert Gilroy RKO Western G. O’Brien-L, Johnson David Howard 59 9/21 
KEEP SMILING Sol Wurtzel 20th Com-Rom J. Witheis-G. Stuart Herbert I. Leeds 65 8/17 
THE MISSING GUEST B. Sarecky U Mystery P. Kelly-C. Moore-Lundigan John Rollins 65 9/14 
RACKET BUSTERS Sam J ischoff WB Meller H. Bogart-Gloria Dickson Lloyd Bacon 65 8/17 
8/19/38 CONVICTED Col Col Meller _ R. Hayward-C. Quigley Leon Barsha 50 8/24 
: . BLOCK-HEADS Hal Roach MGM Comedy Laurel and Hardy John Blystone 55 8/31 
GIVE ME A SAILOR Jeff Lazarus Par Comedy M. Raye-B. Hope-B. Grable Elliott Nugent 80 7/27 
SMASHING THE RACKETS B. P. Fineman RKO Meller C. Morris-F. Mercer Lew Landers 68 8/10 
A ROMANTIC ROGUE John H. Auer Rep Rom-Dr R. Novarro-M. Marsh John H. Auer 
ALEXANDER’S RAGTIME BAND H. J. Brown 20th Musical T. Power-A, Faye-Ameche Henry King 105 _ 6/1 Ss. 
8/26 8§ MARIE ANTOINETTE H. Stromberg MGM Drama N. Shearer-T. Power W.S. Van Dyke 160 7/13 
SPAWN OF THE NORTH Al Lewin Par Outdoor G. Raft-H. Fonda-Lamour Henry Hathaway 116 8/24 
BREAKING THE ICE Svol Lesser RKO Musical B. Breen-C. Ruggies Edward Cline 80 9/7 
TENTH AVENUE KID Harry Grey Rep Meller B. Cabot-B. Roberts B’nard Vorhaus 55 8/31 
SPEED TO BURN Jerry Hoffman 20th Sports M. Whalen-L. Bari Otto Brower 60 6/8 
BOY MEETS GIRL Sam Bischoff WB Comedy Cagney-O’Brien-M, Wilson Lloyd Bacon 86 8/31 
9/2/38 PHANTOM GOLD Col Col Western J. Luden-B. Marion Joe Levering 
wen r AM THE LAW Everett Riskin Col Meller E. G. Robinson-W. Barrie Al Hall 99 8/31 
x THREE LOVES HAS NANCY Norman Krasna MGM Rom-Dr Montgomery-Gaynor-Tone R. Thorpe 67 9/7 
UNDER THE BIG TOP Wm. T. Lackey Mono Rom-Dr A. Nagel-J. LaRue Karl Brown 63 9/14 
SING, YOU SINNERS Wesley Ruggles Par Com-Rom B. Crosby-F. MacMurray Wesley Ruggles 88 8/17 
CAREFREE Pandro Berman RKO Musical F. Astaire-G. Rogers Mark Sandrich 83 8/3i 
THE HIGGINS FAMILY Sol C. Siegel Rep Comedy J. Gleason-L. Gleason Gus Meins 62 9/7 
BILLY THE KID RETURNS Chas. Ford Rep Western R. Rogers-S. Burnette Joe Kane 56 9/21 
MY LUCKY STAR Harry J. Brown 20th Mus-Rom Henie-R. Greene-Romero Roy Del Ruth 90 9/14 
FRESHMAN YEAR Geo. Bilson U Comedy D. Dunbar-E. Truex-Lundigan Frank McDonald 65 9/21 
FOUR’S A CROWD David Lewis WEB Com-Rom R. Russell-E. Flynn Michael] Curtiz 95 8/17 
9/9/38 THE LADY OBJECTS Wm. Perlberg Col Com-Rom G. Stuart-L. Ross Erle C. Kenton 
COLORADO TRAIL Col Col Western C. Starrett-I. Meredith Sam Nelson 
BOY’S TOWN John Considine MGM Drama S. Tracy-M. Rooney-Hull N. Taurog 96 9/7 
STARLIGHT OVER TEXAS Ed Finney Mono Western Tex Ritter-C, LaRoux Al Herman 58 9/21 
IN OLD MEXICO Harry Sherman Par Western VW. Boyd-G. Hayes Edw.D.Venturini 62 
AFFAIRS OF ANNABEL Lou Lusty RKO Comedy J. Oakie-L Ball Ben Stoloff 73 8/10 
SAFETY IN NUMBERS John Stone 20th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Byington Mal St. Clair 55 9/7 
PERSONAL sECRETARY Max H. Golden U ~ Drama W. Gargan-J. Hodges Otis Garrett 
SECRETS OF AN ACTRESS David Lewis ‘WB Rom-Dr K. Francis-G. Brent Wm. Keighley 
9/16/38 JUVENILE COURT Col Col Drama P. Kelly-R. Hayworth-Darro DPD. R. Lederman 60 9/14 
TOO HOT TO HANDLE L. Weingarten MGM Com-Dr Gable-Loy-Carrillo Jack Conway 108 9/21 
' MEXICALI KID Robt. Tamsey Mono Western J. Kandall-W. Barry Wallace Fox 56 9/7 
KING ALCATRAZ Par Par Drama G. Patrick-L. Nolan-Naish Robert Florey 
THE RENEGADE RANGER Bert Gilroy RKO Western G. O’Brien-R. Hayworth David Howard 60 
HOLD THAT CO-ED D. Hempstead 20th Rom-Com J. Barrymore-G. Murphy Geo. Marshall 80 
THE BLACK BANDIT Trem Carr U Western Bob Baker-M. Reynolds Geo, Waggner 60 9/21 
Me VALLEY OF GIANTS Lou Edelman WB Outdoor W. Morris-C. Trevor Wm. Keighley 15 8/17 
9/23/38 STRANGER ‘ROM ARIZONA Monroe Shaff Col Western B. Jones-D. Fay Elmer Clifton 55 9/21 
WANTED BY POLICE Lindsay Parsons Mono Meller Darro-E. Knapp H. Bretherton 
CAMPUS CONFESSIONS ar Par Football B. Grable-H. Luisetti G. Archainbaud 65 9/14 
FUGITIVES FOR NIGHT Lou Lusty RKO Comedy F. Albertson-E. Lynn Leslie Goodwins 63 
PRAIRIE MOON Harry Grey Rep Western G. Autry-S. Burnette Ralph Staub 
TIME OUT FOR MURDER Sol Wurtzel 20th | Meller G. Stuart-M. Whalen H.B.Humb’rstone 713 9/7 
YOUTH TAKES FLING Joe Pasternak U Com-Dr J. McCrea-A. Leeds Archie Mayo 
_FOUR DAUGHTERS Ben Glazer WB Com-Dr Priscilla-Rosemary-Lane Michael Curtiz 90 8/17 
9 /30/38 GIRT’S SCHOOL Samuel Marx Col Rom-Com A. Shirley-N. Grey-Bellamy John Brahm 
YOU CAN’T TAKE IT WITH YOU Frank Capra Col Comedy J. Arthur-L. Barrymore-J.Stewart Frank Capra 126 9/7 
MAN WITH 100 FACES A. Hitchcock GB Drama L. Palmer-T. Walls A. Hitchcock 
VACATION FROM LOVE MGM MGM Comedy D. O’Keefe-F. Rice G. Fitzmaurice 
SONS OF THE LEGION Par Par Rom-Dr D. O’Connor-B. Lee-B. Cook Jas. Hogan 60 
ROOM SERVICE P. S. Berman RKO Com Marx Bros,-L. Ball Wm. Seiter 76 9/14 
OVERLAND STAGE RAIDERS Wm. Berke Rep Western J. Wayne-R. Corrigan Geo. Sherman 
DOWN IN ARKANSAW Armand Schaefer Rep Drama R. Byrd-Weaver Bros. Nick Grinde 
STRAIGHT, PLACE AND SHOW D. Hempstead 20th Com Ritz Bros.-R. Arlen David Butler 
DRUMS Alex. Korda UA Drama Sabu-R. Massey-R. Livesey Zoltan Korda 101 4/20 
ROAD TO RENO Ed Grainger U Com-Dr R. Scott-H. Hampton S. Sylvan Simon 68 
GARDEN OF THE MOON Lou Edelman WB Musical P. O’Brien-J. Payne-M. Lindsay ‘“usby Berkeley 94 9/21 
1 3 CRIME TAKES HOLIDAY Col Col . Meller J. Holt-M. Ralston Lewis D. Collins 61 
0/4/88 STABLEMATES Harry Rapf MGM Com-Dr W. Beery-M. Rooney Sam Wood 
TOUCHDOWN, ARMY Par Par Football J. Howard-R. Cummings Kurt Neumann 73 9/21 
MR. DOODLE KICKS OFF Bob Sisk RKO Com J. Penner-J. Travis Leslie Goodwins 15 
THE NIGHT HAWK Herman Schlom Rep Drama R. Livingston-J. Travis Sidney Salkow 
MEET THE GIRLS Howard J. Green 20th Comedy J. Lang-L. Bari-R. Allen Eugene Forde 66 8/31 
THAT CERTAIN AGE Joe Pasternak U Mus-Rom D. Durbin-J. Cooper Edw. Ludwig 
BROADWAY MUSKETEERS Bryan Foy WB Comedy M. Lindsay-M. Wilson-J. Litel John Farrow 63 
10/14/38 FLIGHT TO FAME Ralph Cohn Col Drama C. Farrell-J. Wells C.C.Coleman, Jr. 
wetite LADY VANISHES A. Hitchcock GB _Rom-Dr M. Lockwood-P. Lucas Alf Hitchcock 
LISTEN, DARLING Jack Cummings MGM Rom-Dr Bartholomew-J, Garland Edw. Marin 
MR. WONG, DETECTIVE W. T. Lackey Mono Mystery B. Karloff-E. Brent Wm. Nigh 
ARKANSAS TRAVELER Geo. Arthur Par Com-Dr B. Burns-F. Bainter Al Santell 
A MAN TO REMEMBER ' Bob Sisk RKO Drama E. Ellis-A. Shirley Garson Kanir 
SUBMARINE PATROL ° Gene Markey 20th Rom-Mel R. Greene-N. Kelly John Ford 
THERE GOES MY HEART * Hal Roach UA Rom-Com F. March-V. Bruce Norman MclI.eod 
THE SISTERS David Lewis wB Drama E. Fiynn-B. Davis-A. Louise Anatole Litvak 
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Deal is retroactive to include ‘Al- 
giers,’ released in many spots in 
August, Harry Gold, eastern sales 
manager, closed the deal for UA, 
with Fred Meyers, RKO’s general 
film buyer. 





Insisting on % Pix 
Minneapolis, Sept. 20. 

Twin City independent exhibitors 
apparently have been defeated in 
their fight against percentages, aimed 
principally at Metro. Despite the 
Northwest Allied ultimatum, M-G is 
insisting on four percentage pictures 
in the Twin Cities as part of its 
1938-39 contract and already has 
closed 40% of possibilities. It ex- 
pects to sell the balance within the 
ensuing month. 

Last season the only percentage 
deals made by the Twin City inde- 
pendents, aside from two individual 
pictures, ‘Snow White’ and ‘Birth of 
a Baby,’ were with Metro which re- 
fused: to deviate from what it 
claimed was a national policy. 

This season Northwest Allied’s 
Twin City group went on record that 
it would buy only flat deals and 
would make no exception in the 
case of M-G. The independents in- 
sisted that Metro sold flat in some 
other territories. But with M-G 
adamant as far as the percentage 
pictures are concerned, the Mlinne- 
apolis and St. Paul independents 
have been getting an unpleasant 
shock and surprise. It’s seemingly a 
case where they want the product 
so badly that, in the pinch, ‘pledges’ 
are going by the boards. 

United Artists here also nas de- 
clared emphatically it will sell only 
on percentage, the deal covering all 
its releases, It has not attempted 
yet to close with Twin City inde- 
pendents, The other companies, 
having flexible policies, are giving 
the indies the alternative of f + 
deals or a combination of flat rentals 
and percentages. The indies are 
choosing the flat deals although 
prices have been jacked plenty on 
the particular films that ordinarily 
would command percentages. 

The Twin City indies are still 
squawking because the major ex- 
changes ire demanding higher 
rentals than last year. With busi- 
ness far under 1937, production and 
other costs reduced and ‘net theatre 
income the lowest in years,’ the in- 
dies complain that boosts are ‘un- 
justified.’ Through Northwest Allied 
they had gone on record demanding 
a cut of at least 25% in rentals, But 
the exchanges have ignored the de- 
mand, 

Never before, the trade complains, 
have the major distributors been so 
independent. The exhibitors had ex- 
pected that the theatre divorcement 
suit decision and the Government 
anti-monopoly suit would have a 
chastening effect on the major pro- 
ducers, but it’s declared the opposite 
is true. The leading majors have 
been giving many of the independ- 
ents the absent treatment and seem 
actually indifferent about closing 
contracts. Now some of the boys 
are running after exchanges, seek- 
ing to buy, whereas they had ex- 
pected to ‘lay down the law’ to the 
distributors and make deals virtu- 
ally on their own terms. 





Same As Last Year 
Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 

Film buying, which up until a 
couple weeks ago was pretty slow, 
is now said by exchange managers to 
be running about the same as last 
year. As one manager expressed it, 
buying by exhibs is ‘hot and cold’; 
one day they’re very anxious to close 
a deal and the next they're afraid to 
look a fountain pen in the face. 

Cause for the ‘heat’ is usually a 
preview, like Columbia’s _ trade 
Screen of ‘Can’t Take It With You’ 
last week. Flock of exhibs go and 
come out aching to get at a contract. | 
Couple of days later they begin to 
forget the swell pictures they saw at 
the screenings and start to think of 
the price. Then they slow up. Most 
exhibs, however, by this time are 
pretty wise to such obvious distrib 
tricks as screenings and view them | 
calmly. 

Possibility of a rush on selling 
within the next six weeks or so is| 
distinctly remote. Exchanges, as a| 
Tule, are acting the same here as in| 
other cities, giving exhibs the absent | 
treatment. There has been far less | 
high-pressure selling than usual, and | 
inasmuch as there is nothing hot on | 
the schedules of most major com-| 
panies that is available to the indies | 
within a short time, there is no rea- | 
Son to expect any buying rush. ' 





| Donald, Nelson Eddy, Mischa Auer, Frank Morgan, Ray Bolger, Herman 


~ Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
Number of pictures before cameras has averaged the same for past 
month with studios currently shooting 37 films. Of the 507 pictures listed 
for the 1938-39 season, 92 are in cutting rooms or awaiting previews. Para- 


mount and 20th-Fox are setting the pace with total of 15 finished produce 
tions and 23 films being cut for immediate release. Warners has 13 pictures 
in the cutting. room and is currently filmng seven. 





Columbia 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 


of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
WOGOMEOR ccccsncs 40 2 1 3 35 35 
WOMMEES  ofiss cc cs 16 0 0 2 13 13 
rr earee aq 6 1 0 3 3 
| OER eee 60 2 2 5 51 51 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘PHANTOM GOLD,’ formerly titled ‘GOLD RUSH DAYS,’ produced by 
Larry Darmour; directed by Joseph Levering; original screen play by Nate 
Gatzert; photographed by James S. Brown, Jr. Cast’ Jack Luden, Beth 
Marion, Barry Downing, Charles Whittaker, Hal Taliaferro, Jack Ingram, 
Tex Palmer, Bus Barton, Art Davis, Marian Sais, Lafe McKee, Tuffy 
(canine). 


‘SOUTH OF ARIZONA,’ formerly titled ‘SINGING GUNS,’ produced by 
Harry Decker for Irving Briskin unit; directed by Sam Nelson; original 
screen play by Bennett Cohen: photographed by Benjamin Kline. Cast: 
Charles Starrett, Iris Meredith. Bob Nolan, Pat Brady, Dick Curtis, The 
Sons of the Pioneers, Eddie Cobb, Art Mix, John Tyrrell, Robert Fiske. 


‘GIRLS’ SCHOOL,’ formerly titled ‘FINISHING SCHOOL,’ produced by 
Sam Marx; directed by John Brahm; original and screen play by Tess 
Schlesinger; photographed by Franz Planer. Cast: Anne Shirley, Nan 
Grey, Ralph Bellamy, Margaret Tallichet, Doris Kenyon, Noah Beery, 
Jr., Cecil Cunningham. Franklin Pangborn, Marjorie Ford, Marjorie Dean, 
Marjorie Reynolds, Dorothy Moore. Joan Tree. 


‘FLIGHT TO FAME,’ formerly titled ‘WINGS OF DOOM,’ produced by 
Ralph Cohn for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.; 
original screen play by Michael Simmons; photographed by Lucien Bal- 
lard. Cast: Jacqueline Wells, Charles Farrell, Alexander Dorsey, Fred- 
hy Burton, Eddie Earle, Addison Richards, Charles D. Brown, Hugh 

othern. 


‘THE STRANGER FROM ARIZONA,’ formerly titled ‘PHANTOM 
TRAIL,’ Coronet Pictures production for Columbia; associate producer, 
Monroe Shaff; directed by Elmer Clifton; original screen play by Monroe 
Shaff; photographed by Eddie Linden. Cast: Buck Jones, Dorothy Fay 
Southworth, Roy Barcroft, Bob Terry, Hank Worden, Hank Mann, Horace 
Murphy, Ralph Peters, Dot Farley, Joe Girard, Walter Merrill, Lon Reibe. 


‘THOROUGHBREDS,’ produced by Ralph Cohn for the Irving Briskin 
unit; directed by D. Ross Lederman: screen play by Michael Simmons; 
photographed by Henry Freulich. Cast: Edith Fellows, Cliff Edwards, 
Jacqueline Wells, Richard Fiske, Robert Paige, Helen Brown, Virginia 
Howell, Charles Waldron. 


‘EARLY ARIZONA’ (for 1938-39), produced by Larry Darmour; directed 
by Joseph Levering; original screen play by Nate Getzert; photographed 
by James S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Gordon Elliott, Dorothy Gulliver, Harry 
Woods, Franklin Farnum, Frank Ellis, Art Davis, Charles King, Edward 
Cassidy, Jack Ingram, Charles Whittaker, Bud Osburne, Lester Dore, 
Symona Boniface. Buzz Barton, Tom London, Dick Durrell, Oscar Gahan, 
Jess Cavan, Margaret Fealy, Frank Ball, Arthur Millette, Kit Guard, 
Florence Dudley, Cy Shindell, Clyde Burns. 

‘JUVENILE COURT?’ (for 1938-39 release), produced by Irving Briskin; 
associate producer, Ralph Cohn; directed by D. Ross Lederman; original 
story by Robert E. Kent and Henry Taylor; photographed by Benjamin 
Kline. Cast: Paul Kelly, Rita Hayworth, Frankie Darro, David Gorcey, 
Hally Chester, Don La Tourre, Dick Selzer, Allan Ramsey, Johnny Tyrrell, 
Dick Curtis, Lee Shumway, Joe D. Stephani. 

‘NOT FOR GLORY’ (for 1938-39 release), produced by Larry Darmour; 
directed by Lewis D. Collins; original screen play by Gordon Rigby; photo- 
graphed by James Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Holt, Beverly Roberts, Noah 
Beery, Jr., John Qualen, Helen Jerome Eddy, Arthur Aylsworth, Charles 
Middleton, Barbara Pepper, Harry Woods, Vic Potel, Claire Du Brey. 

‘HOMICIDE BUREAU’ (for 1938-39 release); associate producer, Jack 
Fier; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.; no writing credits released as yet; 
photographed by Lucien Ballard. Cast: Bruce Cabot, Rita Hayworth, 
Robert Paige, Marc Lawrence, Ed Fetherston, Richard Fiske, Jane Morgan. 

*‘WEST OF THE SANTA FE’ (for 1938-39 release); executive producer, 
Irving Briskin; directed by Sam Nelson; screen play by Bennett Cohen; 
photographed by Allen Siegler. Cast: Charles Starrett, Iris. Meredith,’ 
Sons of the Pidneers, Bob Nolan, Hank Bell, Buck Connor, Dick Curtis, 
Hal Taliaferro, Eddie Cobb. 

‘SOUTH OF THE RIO GRANDE’ (for 1937-38), produced by Monroe 
Shaff; directed by Elmer Clifton; photographed by Eddie Linden. Cast: 
Buck Jones, Dorothy Fay, Kenneth Harlan, Don Douglas, Joe Whitehead, 


Matty Kemp, Joe Baird, Bob Kortman, Jack Ingram, Jack Hendricks, 
Loren Reide. 


‘NORTH OF TEXAS,’ formerly titled ‘CALL OF THE TRAIL’ (for 1938- 
39), produced by Harry Decker for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by’ 
Sam Nelson; screen play by Charles Francis Royal; photographed by 
Lucien Ballard. Cast: Charles Starrett, Ann Doran, Hal Taliaferro, Dick 
Curtis, Bob Nolan, John Tyrrell, Fred Burns. 


Columbia Pix Now in Production 


‘THE SPIDER,’ serial (for 1938-39), produced by Jack Fier for the 
Irving Briskin unit; co-directed by Ray Taylor and James Horne; screen’ 
play by Robert Kent, George Plympton, Basil Dickey, Marty Ramson; 
photographed by Allen’Siegler. Cast: Warren Hull, Iris Meredith, Richard 
Fiske, Gloria Blondell, Ann Doran, Mare Lawrence, Johnny Tyrrell, Ken- 
neth Duncan, Beatrice Curtis, Charles Wilson. 

‘BLONDIE,’ produced by Robert Sparks; directed by Frank Strayer; 
screen play by Robert Flournoy from comic strip by Chic Young; photo- 
graphed by Henry Freulich. Cast: Shirley Deane, Arthur Lake, Larry 
Sims, Dan Mummert, Dorothy Moore, Kathleen Lockhart, Gene Lockhart, 
Ann Doran, Gordon Oliver. 


Metro 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 


of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
4, Aare 59 2 6 2 49 49 
Selznick-int'l ..... 1 0 0 8 1 1 
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Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘VACATION FROM LOVE,’ produced by John Considine; directed by 
George Fitzmaurice; no writing credits released as yet; photographed by 
George Folsey. Cast: Dennis O’Keefe, Florence Rice, Roger Converse, 
Kenneth Stevens, James Blain, Andrew Tombes, Arthur Loft, Frank Mor- 
gan. 








‘SWEETHEARTS’ (In Technicolor for 1938 39. season), produced by Hunt 
Stromberg; directed by W. S. Van Dyke; screen play by Alan Campbell 
and Dorothy Parker; photographed by Olive: Marsh. Cast: Jeanette Mac- 


Bing, Minna Gombel, Gene and Kathleen Lockhart, Raymond Walburn, 
Lucille Watson, Florence Rice, Reginald Gardiner. Allyn Josiyn, Fay 
Holden, Olin Howland, Terry Kilburn, Betty Jaynes, Douglas McPhail. 
Metro Pix Now in Production 

‘STABLEMATES’ (for 1938-39), pruduced by Harry Rapf; directed by | 
Sam Wood: no writing credits: released as yet: photographed by John | 
Seitz. Cast: Wallace Beery, Mickey Rooney. Arthur Hohl, Minor Watson, | 
Cliff Nazarro, Margaret Hamilton, Clem Bevans. 

‘LISTEN, DARLING,’ produced by Jack Cummings; directed by Edward | 


Marin; original story by Katharine Brush. . Cast: Freddie Bartholomew, 
Judy Garland, Mary Astor, Walter Pidgeon, Scotty Beckett, Gene Lock- 
hart, Alan Hale, Barnett Parker. 

‘THE GREAT WALTZ’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Bernard 
Hyman; directed by Julien Duvivier; no writing credits released as yet; 
photographed by Joseph Ruttenberg. Cast: Luise Rainer, Fernand Gravet, 
Miliza Korjus, Hugh Herbert, Lionel Atwill, Minna Gombell, George 
Houston, Herman Bing. Bert Roach. Christian Rub. 

‘THE SHINING HOUR’ (for 1938-39), produced by Joseph Mankiewicz; 
directed by Frank Borzage; screen play by Ogden Nash from play by 
Keith Winters; photographed by George Folsey. Cast: Joan Crawford, 
Margaret Sullavan, Robert Young, Melvyn Douglas. 

‘YOUNG DR. KILDARE,’ no producer credits; directed by Harry Buc- 
quet; no writing credits yet; photographed by John Seitz. Cast: Lew 
Ayres, Lionel Barrymore, Nat Pendleton, Roger Converse, Donald Barry. 

‘DRAMATIC SCHOOL,’ produced by Mervyn LeRoy; directed by Robert 
Sinclair; screen play by Ernest Vajda; photographed by Joe Ruttenberg. 
Cast: Luise Rainer, Paulette Goddard, Alan Marshall, Henry Stephenson, 
Gale Sondergaard, Virginia Grey, Ann Rutherford, Lana Turner, Carol 
Parker. 


Monogram 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Piaced Stories in 


ef Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Roems Cameras tiop 
Features ....6000. 26 2 1 2 21 21 
Westerns ........: 16 t ® 1 14 14 
ek eerie oo 42 3 1 3 35 35 


Pictures in the cutting room: 


‘WANTED BY POLICE’ (for 1938-39), produced by Lindsley Parsons; 
directed by Howard: Bretherton; screen play by Wellyn Totman from 
original story by Don Mullaly and Renaud Hoffman; photographed by 
Bert Longenecker. Cast: Frankie Darro, Evalyn Knapp, Robert Kent, 
Matty Fain, Lillian Elliott. Thelma White, Willy Costello, Ralph Peters, 
Wilbur Mack, Walter Merrill. 

‘MR. WONG, DETECTIVE,’ produced by Scott R. Dunlap; supervised by 
William T. Lackey; directed by William Nigh; screen play by Houston 
Branch from magazine story by Hugh Wiley: photographed by Harry 
Neumann. Cast: Boris Karloff, Grant Withers, Evelyn Brent, Maxine Jen- 
nings, Lucien Prival, John St. Polis, William Gould, Hooper Atchley, John 
Hamilton, Lee Tong Foo. 

‘WHERE THE BUFFALO ROAM,’ produced by Edward Finney; directed 
by Al Herman; original screen play by Robert Emmett? photographed by 
Francis Corbey. Cast: Tex Ritter, Dorothy Short, John Merton, Horace 
Murphy, Peewee Pollard. Richard Alexander, Karl Hackett, Charles King, 
Jr., Dave O’Brien, Bob Terry, Ed Cassidy, Ernie Adams, Bob McKenzie, 
Denver Dixon, Louise Massey and the Westerners. | 

Monogram Pix Now in Production 

‘GANGSTER’S BOY,’ produced by W. G. Lackey; directed by William 

Nigh; no writing credits yet; photogranhed by Harry Neumann. Cast: 


a Cooper, Lucy Gilman, Robert Warwick, Tommy Wonder, Betty 
Blythe. . 


Paramount 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 


of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
a ae ‘ 51 6 4 il 30 30 
Harry Sherman... 7 1 0 2 3 3 
eee 5.065 740s ‘ 58 7 4 13 33 33 


Pictures now in cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘MEN WITH WINGS’ (in Technicolor—tfor 1938-39 season). produced and 
directed by William Wellman; screen play by Robert Carson; photo- 
graphed by W. Howard “reene. Cast: Fred MacMurray, Ray Milland, 
Louise Campbe’ , Andy Devine, Edgar Kennedy, Walter Abel, Porter Hall, 
Gene Reynolds, Cheryl Walker, Billy Cook, Dorothy Tennant, James Burke, 
Virginia Weidler, Harvey Stephens, Helen Dickson, Lillian West, Grace 
Goodall, Kitty Kelly, Lynne Overman, Donald O'Connor, pilots—Paul 
Mantz, Tex Rankin, Frank Clarke, Dick Rinaldi, Robbie Robinson, Frank 
Tomick, Herb White, Jerry Phillips, Ace Brunguiner, Je Andrews, 
Howard Batt. Ray Crawford, Dick Randall, Bob Blair. Cubby Gordon. Jim 
Barwick, Walter Quinton, Stanley Hicks, Jonathan Hale, Joe Whitehead, 
Pat West, Frank Mills, Art Rowlands, Ralph McCullough, David Newell, 
Charles Hamilton, Eddie Dunn, Ronnie Rondell. Edward Earle, John T. 
Murray, Dell Henderson, Claire Du Brey, Willy Morris, Billy Bletcher, 
Syd Saylor, Lu Miller, Gary Owen, Bobby Tracey, James Burtis, Paul 
Krueger. Al Hill, George Chandler. Lee Phelps. 


‘TOUCHDOWN, ARMY’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by the Harold 
Hurley unit; directed by Kurt Neumann; original story and screen play by 
Lloyd Corrigan and Erwin Gelsey: photographed by Victor Milner. Cast: 
John Howard, Robert Cummings, Mary Carlisle, Owen Davis, Jr.. Benny 
Baker, Minor Watson, Raymond Hatton, William Frawley, Hamilton Mc- 


Fadden, Grant Withers, Chester Clute, Sarah Edwards. Paul Everton, 
Charles A. Hughes, Lyle Morraine, Robert Norton, John Hart, William J. 
Moore, William Orr, Charles Stafford, Bob Fischer, Lambert Rogers, Louis 
Durst, Phillip Warren, Peter Potter, Gloria Williams, Ruth Rogers, Cheryl 
Walker. Marion Weldon. 


‘ARTISTS AND MODELS ABROAD’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by 
Arthur Hornblow; directed by Mitchell Leisen; screen play by Howard 
Lindsay, Russel Crouse and Ken Englund; original story by Howard Lind- 
say and Russel Crouse; based on idea by J. P. McEvoy; photographed by 
Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Jack Benny, Joan Bennett, Mary Boland. Yacht Club 
Boys. Punkins Parker, Sheila Darcy, Yvonne Duval. Gwen Kenyon, Joyce 
Mathews, Dolores Casey, Marie DeForrest. Charles Grapewin, Joyce Comp- 
ton, G. P. Huntley, Fritz Feld, Jules Raucourt, Adrienne D’Ambricourt, 
Andre Cheron, Phyllis Kennedy, Louis Mercier, Louis Van den Ecker, 
Charles de Ravenne, Joseph Romantini, Georges Kerebel. Robert De 
Couedic, Gemaro Curci, Marie Burton, Paula De Cardo, Carol Parker, 
Linda Yale, Evelyn Keyes, Laurie Lane. Norah Gale. Helaine Moler, Jean 
Perry, Constant Franke, Paul Cremonesi. Eugene Beday, George Davis, 
Paco Moreno, Jacques Vanaire, Eugene Borden, Fred Cavens. Manucl 
Paris, Alexander Melesh, Jean De Briac, Fred Malatests, David Peter Mir, 
Georges de Gombert, Ferdinand Schumann-Heink, Kenneth Gibson, 
Joseph de Beauvolers, Martial de Serrand. 

‘PARIS HONEYMOON’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Harlan Thomp- 
son; directed by Frank Tuttle; screen play by Frank Butler and Don Hart- 
man; based on a story by Angela Sherwood; photographed by Karl Struss. 
Cast: Bing Crosby, Franciska Gaal, Akim Tamiroff. Ben Blue. Edward 
Everett Horton, Shirley Ross, Rafaela Ottiano, Keith Kenneth, George 
Gay. Norah Gale, Laurie Lane, Louise Seidel, Paula de Cardo, Evelyn 
Keyes, Harriette Haddon, Maria Doray. Louise Seidel, Judy King, Janet 
Waldo, Cheryl Walker, Marion Weldon. Dorothy White. 

‘THE ARKANSAS TRAVELER’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Geor e 
Arthur; directed by Alfred Santell; screen play by Viola Brothers Shore 
and George Sessions Perry; based on story by Jack Cunningham; photo- 
graphed by Leo Tover. Cast: Bob Burns, Fay Bainter, Jean Parker. John 
Beal. Lyle Talbot, Irvin S. Cobb.. Dickie Moore, Ralph Remiley, Hallene 
Hill, Walter Soderling, -Bernard Suss, A. S. Byron. 


‘ESCAPE FROM YESTERDAY’ (for 1933-39 season), produced by Jeff 
Lazarus; directed by Alfred E. Green: original story and screen play by 
(Conginued on page 17) 
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Ferdinand Reyher and John C. Moffitt; photographed by William Meilor. 
Cast: Akim Tamiroff, Frances Farmer, Leif Erikson, Lynne Overman, 
Viladamir Sokoloff, Wade Crosby, Dewey Robinson, William Newell, John 
Bliefer, Alex Woloshin, James Flavin. 


‘ILLEGAL TRAFFIC’ (for 1938-39 release), general manager office pro- 
duction; directed by Louis King; no writing credits released as yet; photo- 
graphed by Henry Sharpe. Cast: J. Carroll Naish, Mary Carlisle, Robert 
Preston, Judith Barrett, Richard Stanley, Richard Denning, John Hart, 
Philip Warren, Dorothy Howe, Sheila Darcy, Dolores Casey. ~ 


‘KING OF ALCATRAZ?’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by front office: 
directed by Robert Florey; original story and screen play by Irving Reis; 
photographed by Harry Fischbeck. Cast: Gail Patrick, Lloyd Nolan, J. 
Carrol Naish, R»obert Preston, Virginia Dabney, Nora Cecil, Harry Carey, 
Porter Hall, Richard Denning, Dorothy Howe, Anthony Quinn, John Hart, 
Philip: Warren, Harry Worth, Tom Tyler, Gustav von Seyffertitz, Eddie 
Marr. Paul Fix. John Harmon, Jack Knoche, Dick Rich, Emory Parnell. 


‘SUNSET TRAIL,’ formerly titled ‘SiLVER TRAIL PATROL’ (for 1938- 
39 season), produced by Harry Sherman; directed by Les Selander; screen 
play by Norman Houston, from story by Clarence E. Mulford; photo- 
graphed by Russel. Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, George Hayes, Russell 
Haydén, Charlotte Wynters, Jane Clayton, Robert Fiske, Catharine Shel- 
don, Maurice Cass. Anthony Nace, Kenneth Harlan, Alphonse Ethier, 
Glenn- Strange, Jack Rockwell, Tom London, Claudia Smith. 


‘ZAZA’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Albert Lewin; directed by 
George Cukor; screen play by Zoe Akins; from play by Pierre Berton and 
Charlés Simon; photographed by Charles Lang. Cast: Claudette Colbert, 
Herbert Marshall, Bert Lahr. Helen Westley, Constance Collier, Genivieve 
Tobin, Rex O'Malley, Rex Evans, Walter Catlett, Robert C. Fischer, Ernest 
Cossart, John Sutton, Michael Brooke. Phillip Warren, Alexander Leftwich, 
Janet Waldo, Fredrika Brown, Dorothy Dayton, Harriett Haddon, Helaine 
Moler; Dorothy White, Duncan Renaldo, Hala Linda, Tom Ricketts. 

‘THANKS FOR THE MEMORY’ (ior 1938-39 release); executive pro- 
ducer, Harold Hurley: associate, Mel Shauer; directed by George Archain- 
baud: from play by Albert Hackett and Frances Goodrich; photographed 
by Karl Struss. Cast: Bob Hope. Shirley Ross, Charlie Butterworth, Otto 
Kruger. Hedda Hopper, Roscoe Karns, Lavra Hope Crews, Elizabeth Pat- 
terson. Patricia Wilder, Eddie Anderson, Jack Norton, Edward Gargan. 

‘FRONTIERSMAN,’ produced by Harry Sherman; directed by Leslie 
Selander: screen play by Norman Huston from original story by Clarence 
E. Mulford; additional dialog by Harrison Jacobs; photographed by Rus- 
sell Harlan. Cast: William Boyd; George Hayes, Russell Hayden, Evelyn 
Venable, William Duncan, Clara Kimball Young, Charles Hughes, Dickie 
Jones, Roy Barcroft, Emily Fitzroy, John Beach. 

‘SCOTLAND YARD VS. BULLDOG DRUMMOND?’ (for 1938-39), pro- 
duced by Stuart Walker for Harold Hurley unit; directed by James Hogan; 
original story by H. C. ‘Sapper’ McNiele; photographed by Ted Tetzlaff. 
Cast: John Howard, Heather Angel, H. B. Warner, Reginald Denny, E. E. 
Clive, Elizabeth Patterson, George Zucco, Jean Fenwick, Leonard Mudie, 
Clyde Cook, David Clyde, Ferdinand Munier, John Rogers. 

Paramount Pix Now in Production 


‘ST. LOUIS BLUES’ (for 1938-39 release), produced by Jeff Lazarus; 
directed by Raoul Walsh; screen play by John C. Moffitt and Malcolm 
Stuart Boylan; based on adaptation by Frederick Hazlitt Brennan of story 
by Eleanore Criffin and William Rankin; additional dialog by Virginia 
Van Upp; photographed by Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: Lloyd Nolan, Dorothy 
Lamour, Tito Guizar, Jessie Ralph, Maxine Sullivan, William Frawley, 
Punkins Parker. Jerome Cowan, Matty Malneck and His Boys. 

‘SAY IT IN FRENCH,’ produced and directed by Andrew Stone; screen 
play by Frederick Jackson from play by Jacques Deval; photographed by 
Victor Milner. Cast: Ray Miiland, Olympe Bradna, Irene Hervey, Janet 
Beecher, Evelyn Keyes, Erik Rhodes, Walter Kingsford, Holmes Herbert, 
Gertrude Sutton, Forbes Murray, Billy Daniels. 

‘TOM SAWYER, DETECTIVE,’ produced by Haroid Hurley; directed by 
Louis King; no writing credits yet; photographed by Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: 
Donald O'Connor, Billy Cook, Porter Hall, Philip Warren, Janet Waldo, 
Clara Blandick, Elisabeth Risdon, Edward Pawley, Hattie McDaniels, 
Oscar Smith, William Haade, Stanley Price, Harry Worth, Si Jenks. 


‘DISBARRED,’ produced by Harold Hurley; directed by Robert Florey; 





‘ screen play by Lillie Hayward and Robert R. Presnell from story by Harry 


Sauber; photographed by Harry Fishbeck. Cast: Gail Patrick, Otto Kruger, 
Robert Preston, Sidney Toler, Helen MacKellar, Clay Clement, Edward 


Marr, Olin Howland. 
RKO-Radio 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras __ tion 
Studio ...... seeee 50 6 2 3 39 39 
Sol Lesser..... eée 3 t)) 1 9 2 2 
Herbert Wilcox... 1 9 9 9 1 1 
WOM als kKee. . 54 6 3 3 42 42 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘THE MAD MISS MANTON,’ produced by P. J. Wolfson; directed by 
Leigh Jason; screen play by Fred Finklehoffe from original story by Wil- 
son Collison. Cast: Barbara Stanwyck, Henry Fonda, Eleanor Hansen, 
Sam Levene. 

‘ANNABEL TAKES A TOUR’ (for 1938-39), produced by Lou Lusty; 
directed by Lew Landers; screen play by Olive Cooper and Bert Granet; 
photographed by Russell Metty. Cast: Jack Oakie, Lucille Ball, Frances 
Mercer, Ruth Donnelly, Ralph Forbes, Bradley Page, Pepita, Chester 
Clute, Rafael Storm, Jean Rouverol, Donald MacBride, Alice White, Rita 
Gould. 

‘A MAN TO REMEMBER’ (for 1938-39), produced by Robert Sisk; di- 
rected by Garson Kanin; screen play by Dalton Trumbo; original by 
Katharine Havilland-Taylor; photographed by J. Roy Hunt. Cast: Anne 
Shirley. Lee Bowman, Edward Ellis, Frank M. Thomas, Dickie Jones, 
Granville Bates, Harlan Briggs, Julius Tannen. 

RKO-Radio Pictures Now in Production 

‘GUNGA DIN’ (for 1938-39), produced and directed by George Stevens; 
screen play by Ben Hecht and Charles MacArthur; photographed by Joe 
August. Cast: Cary Grant, Victor McLaglen, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Joan 
Fontaine, Eduardo Ciannelli, Sam Jaffe, Montagu Love, Lumsden Hare. 

‘MIRACLE RACKET,’ produced by B. P. Fineman; directed by Les 
Goodwins: screen play by Saul Elkins and Joseph Pagano; original by 
Saul Elkins; photographed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: Sally Eilers, Ann 
Miller, Lee Bowman, Alma Kruger, Paul Guilfoyle, Jonathan Hale, Jack 
Arnold, Cecil Kellaway. 

_PECK’S BAD BOY WITH THE CIRCUS,’ produced by Sol Lesser; asso- 
ciate producer, Leonard Fields; directed by Edward Cline; no writing 
credits released yet; photographed by Jack McKenzie. Cast: Tommy 
Kelly, Ann Gillis, Edgar Kennedy, Spanky McFarland, Benita Hume, Fay 
Helm, William Demarest, Wade Boteler, Grant Mitchell, Nana Bryant, 
Louise Beaver. 

‘LAW WEST OF TOMBSTONE,’ procuced by Cliff Reid; directed by 
Glenn Tryon; screen play by John Twist and Clarence Young; photo- 
graphed by J. Roy Hunt. Cast: Harry Carey, Anne Shirley, Tim Holt, 
Evelyn Brent, Allan Lane, Paul Guilfoyle, Bradley Page, Esther Muir, 
George Irving, Eleanor Hansen, Peggy Carroll, Robert Moya, Jane Wood- 








worth. 
Republic 
Now Balance to 
Number Number Now in Be Piaced Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promise: pleted ing Rooms Cameras __ tion 
 _ aes 59 3 1 4 51 a 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 
‘OVERLAND STAGE RAIDERS’ (for 1938-39), produced by William 
erke; directed by George Shermaz: screen play by Luci Ward; photo- 





| 


graphed by William Nobles. Cast: John Wayne, Ray Corrigan, Max Ter- 
hune, Louise Brooks, Frank La Rue, Charles Whittaker, Duke R. Lee, 
Edwin Gaffney. Jr.. Anthony Marsh, George Plums, George Sherwood. 


‘DOWN IN ARKANSAW,’ produced by Armand Schaefer; directed by 
Nick Grinde; original and screen play by Dorrell and Stuart McGowan; 
photographed by Ernie Miller. Cast: Weaver Brothers, Elviry, Ralph 
Byrd, June Storey, Pinkie Tomlin, Guinn Williams, Berton Churchill, 
Galli Sisters. 

‘NIGHT HAWK, produced by Herman Schlom; directed by Sidney 
Salkow; original screen play by Earl Felton; photographed by Jach Marta. 
Cast: Robert Armstrong, June Travis, Robert Livingston, Joseph Downing, 
Roland Gott, Robert Homans, Paul Fix. 

‘PRAIRIE MOON,’ produced by Harry Grey; directed by Ralph Staub; 
screen play by Betty Burbridge and Stanley Roberts; photographed by 


Quiz Booklets 


Not Contingent 
On Ticket Buys 








William Nobles. Cast: Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, Shirley Deane, 
David Gorcey, Tommy Ryan, Walter Tetley, Stanley Andrews, William 
Pawley, Rafael Bennett, Warner Richmond, Tom London. 


Republic Pix Now in Production 


‘I STAND ACCUSED, produced and directed by John H. Auer; no 
writing credits yet; photographed by Jack Marta. Cast: Robert Cummings, 
Helen Mack, Lyle Talbot, Gordon Jones, Thomas Jackson, Leona Roberts, 
Tom Beck, Robert Paige, Robert Middlemass. 


20th Century-Fox 


Now Balance to 


| 





Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before ‘Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
WEE hoo 0 edawiness 55 8 6 9 32 32 | 


| 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 
| 
‘STRAIGHT, PLACE AND SHOW’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by | 


country are being 
|issuance of booklets for the ‘Films 


Theatre managers throughout the 
instructed that 


Are Your Best Entertainment’ quiz 
must not be made contingent upon 


the purchase of admission. Ex- 
plained that the U. S. postal laws re- 
quire that all such booklets must be 
issued free. Requiring the applicant 
to purchase a ticket to the theatre 
makes the contest legally a lottery. 
Question first came to notice in Mo- 
bile, Ala., when patrons who were 
refused gratis booklets appealed to 


|a@ newspaper, which printed an ex- 


planation of the law. 
5 Errors Rules Out 
Five errors involving answers on 


David Hempstead; directed by David Butler; from. Damon Runyon’s story;| as many feature pictures entered in 
photographed by Ernest Palmer. Cast: Ritz Brothers, Phyllis Brooks, Ethel | the Miovie Quiz contest have been 





Merman, Robert Allen, Sidney Blackmer, George Barbier. 


‘SUEZ’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Gene Markey; directed by 
Allan Dwan; screen play by Julien Josephson and Phillip Dunne; origina‘ 
by Sam Duncan; photographed by Peverell Marley. Cast: Loretta Young, 
Tyrone Power, Annabella, Henry Stephenson, Thomas Beck, Sidney Black- 
mer, J. Eljward Bromberg, Joseph Schildkraut, Sig Rumann, Leon Ames. 
Rafaela Ottiano, Maurice Moscovich, Nigel] Bruce. 


‘GIRL FROM BROOKLYN,’ formerly titled ‘BY THE DAWN’S EARLY 
LIGHT’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Edward Kaufman; directed by 
Gregory Ratoff; original by Gene Markey; photographed by Karl Freund. 
Cast: Warner Baxter, Alice Faye, Charles Winninger, Keye Luke, Arthur 
Treacher, Willie Fung, Doris Lloyd, Leonid Snegoff. 


‘SUBMARINE PATROL,’ formerly titled ‘WOODEN ANCHORS,’ : for- 
merly titled ‘SPLINTER FLEET’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Gene 
Markey; directed by John Ford; screen play by Rian James, Darrell Ware 


and Jack Yellen from story by Ray Milholland and Charles B. Milholland; | 


photographed by Arthur Miller. Cast: Richard Greene, Nancy Kelly, 

George Bancroft, Slim Summerville, Douglas Fowley, Joan Valerie, Pres- 

ton Foster, John Carradine, Warren Hymer, Elisha Cook, Jr., Ward Bond, 

Maxie Rosenbloom, Harry Strang, Russ Clark, Charles Tannan, Dick 

et Henry Armetta, J. Farrell MacDonald, George E. Stone, George 
umbert. 


‘SHARPSHOOTERS’ (first Camera Daredevils series) (for 1938-39 sea- 
son), produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; directed by James Tinling; screen-play 
by Robert Ellis and Helen Logan; photographed by Barney McGill. Cast: 
Brian Donlevy, Wally Vernon, Lynn Bari, C. Henry Gordon, Douglas 
Dumbrille, Sidney Blackmer. 

‘FIVE OF A KIND’ (for 1938-39 season), associate producer, Kenneth 
Macgowan; directed by Herbert I. Leeds; original screen play by Lon 
Breslon and John Patrick; photographed by Daniel B. Clark. Cast: Dionne 
Quintuplets, Jean Hersholt, Claire Trevor, Inez Courtney, Cesar Romero, 
Slim Summerville, John Qualen, Henry Wilcoxon, John Russell, Jane Dar- 
well, Joan Valerie. 

‘JUST AROUND THE CORNER’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by 
David Hempstead; directed by Irving Cummings; screen play by J. P. 
McEvoy and Ethel Hill; original story by Kenneth Earle and Howard 


Smith; songs by Walter Bullock and Harold Spina; photographed by Arthur | 
Miller. Cast: Shirley Temple, Joan Davis, Bill Robinson, Charles Farrell, | 


ce Lahr, George Barbier, Franklin Pangborn, Bennie Bartlett, Amanda 
uff. 


‘DOWN ON THE FARM’ (for 1933-39), Jones Family feature produced 
by John Stone; directed by Malcolm St. Clair; no writing credits released 
yet; photographed by Edward Snyder. Cast: Jed Prouty, Spring Byington, 
Louise Fazenda, Russell Gleason, Ken. Howell, George Ernest, June Carl- 
son, Florence Roberts, Billy Mahan, Roberta Smith, Marvin Stephens, 
Eddie Collins, Dorris Bowdon. 


‘INSIDE STORY,’ formerly titled ‘A VERY PRACTICAL JOKE’ (for 
1938-39), produced by Howard J. Green; directed by’ Ricardo Cortez; 
screen play by Jerry Cady; based on a story by Ben Ames Williams; pho- 
tographed by Virgil Miller. Cast: Michael Whalen, Jean Rogers, Chick 
Chandler, June Gale, Douglas Fowley, Jane Darwell, Theodore Von Eltz. 

20th-Fox Pix Now in Production 


‘JESSE JAMES’ (for 1938-39, in Technicolor), produced by Nunnally 
Johnson; directed by Henry King; no writing credits released yet: photo- 
graphed by George Barnes. Cast: Tyrone Power, Henry Fonda, Nancy 
Kelly, Walter Brennan, John Carradine, J. Edward Bromberg, Brian Don- 
levy, Douglas Fowley, Jane Darwell, Donald Meek, Ernest Whitman. 


‘MR. MOTO TAKES A VACATION,’ produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; di- | 


rected by Norman Foster; no writing credits released yet; photographed 
by Charles Clarke. 


Schildkraut, Lionel Atwill, Iva Stewart, George P. Huntley, Victor Var- 
coni. 

‘THE ARIZONA WILDCAT,’ produced by John Stone; directed by Her- 
bert I. Leeds; no writing credits released yet; photographed by Lucien 
Andriot. Cast: Jane Withers, Leo Carrillo. Pauline Moore, Henry Wil- 
coxon, Etienne Girardot, Douglas Fowley, William Henry, Henry Woods, 
Rosita Harlan. 

‘HARD TO GET,’ produced by Sol Wurtzel; directed by Alfred Werker; 
no writing credits yet; photographed by Robert Planck. Cast: Preston 
Foster, Phyllis Brooks, Tony Martin, Arthur Treacher, Bill Robinson, Slim 


Summerville, Jane Darwell, Eddie Collins, Alan Dinehart, Robert Allien, | 


Sidney Toler. 


‘KENTUCKY,’ produced by Gene Markey; directed by David Butler; 
from novel, ‘Look of Eagles,’ by John Taintor; photographed by Ernest 
Palmer. Cast: Loretta Young, Richard Greene, Walter Brennan, Ralph 
Morgan, Willard Robinson, Douglas Dumbrille, James West, Charles 
Waldron, Karen Morley, Ward Robinson, Moroni Olsen. 


‘SAMSON AND LADIES,’ produced by Sol Wurtzel; directed by Joseph | 


Santley; no writing credits yet; photographed by Virgil Miller. 
Barri, Robert Allen, Iva Steward. 


United Artists 


Cast: Lynn 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Samuel Goldwyn.. 4 0 1 ti) 3 3 
OEE 2 i bss vane 2 0 1 1 Q 0 
Walter Wanger.... 8 0 1 0 7 7 
GRAMS .cssicee ee 1 0 0 0 1 1 
PGE s-eN cen ewer ° 8 0 1 1 6 6 
London Films..... 5 2 0 0 4 2 
, | eerererrery 28 2 4 2 21 19 


Pictures in the cutting room or awaiting previews are: 


‘THE YOUNG IN HEART,’ produced by David O. Selznick: directed by 
Richard Wallace: screen play by Paul Osborne and Charles Bennett from 
novel by 1.A.R. Wylie, “The Gay Banditti’; photographed by Leon Shamroy. 
Cast: Janet Gaynor, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Paulette Goddard, Roland 


(Continued on page 19) 


Cast: Peter Lorre, Virginia Field, John King, Joseph | 


| discovered in the contest booklet: by 
'the Motion Pictures’ Greatest Year 
officials. Result is that Paul Gulick, 
|campaign coordinator, has an- 
|nounced that the campaign c om- 
|mittee has decided that no mat- 
| ter what answer is turned in by con- 
;testants on ‘The Texans,’ ‘Crowd 
Roars,’ ‘Girls on Probation,’ ‘Give 
| Me a Sailor’ and ‘Gateway,’ they will 
be adjudged correct by the contest 
| judges. It means that only 25 cor- 
;rect answers are. needed, instead of 
30. 

Campaign headquarters is rushing 
out screen announcements making 
clear that any answer made on the 
five pictures in question will be 
judged as correct. Committee also is 
| preparing a lobby poster listing the 
five pictures and explaining that any 
answers on therm will be tabbed cor- 
| rec’. Committee requests contestants 
to state name of the theatre where 
| the pictures in question were viewed 
though explaining this is not neces- 
sary in order to qualify for entrance 
in the contest. 

Drive headquarters sent bulletins 
,to theatre managers active in the 
| campaign as to procedure to be fol- 
, lowed in coming weeks of the drive. 
| Short feature, ‘The World Is Yours,’ 
soon will be ready for distribution 
|in the campaign. Another proje.t 
| planned is for National Music Week 
to devote part of its activities this 
year to Motion Pictures’ Greatest 
Year. 
| In instructions to exhibitors, cam- 
, paign committee is stressing how the 
Quiz Contest shall be developed to 
| attract the eye of prospective fra- 
, trons in ad matter and elsewhere. 
| Advertising committee of the drive, 
consisting of Howard Dietz, Robert 
Gillham and Charles E. McCarthy, is 
meeting this week with Donahue & 
Coe to discuss plans for the next 
phase of national advertising. Eleven 
three-quarter and full-page ads have 
been placed in some 2,000 daily 
newspapers in this country and in 
Canada. 


G-B’s Own Drive 


Gaumont-British took steps to 
launch a ‘greatest film year’ drive of 
its own last week. It will not be 
launched until after new product has 
been tested as to campaign and drive 
contest possibilities in four medium- 
sized cities. At the same time, Gau- 
mont laid plans for handling several 
features on a roadshow basis in arty 

theatres. First is ‘Pagliacci,’ Tra- 
'falgar Films production, based on 
the opera. 

G-B claims it was overlooked by 
the ‘greatest year’ drive. 

















| Another Crimer Away 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Warden Lewis E. Lawes’ yarn, 
‘Crime Is a Racket,’ went into pro- 
‘duction at Warners. Lewis Seiler is 
directing from script by Don Ryan 
|}and Kenneth Gemet. 

Cast is headed by Humphrey Bo- 
gart, Gale Page, Billy Halop, John 
Litel and Henry O'Neill. 





THE KING’S QUEEN 
Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Anna May Wong starrer, ‘King of 
| Chinatown,’ hit the cameras at Para- 
mount yesterday (Mon.) with Nick 
Grinde directing. 

Oriental star has three heavies, 
,Akim Tamiroff, J. Carrol Naish and 
‘Anthony Quinn in support. 
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What America needs this week is flood 
control. 


Such crying over ‘‘Boys Town.” 


Exhibitors tell us the folks stay for a 
‘second and third cry. 


But there’s no weeping when the receipts 
are counted. 


Leo is very proud of ‘‘Boys Town” 
because it’s a great box-office success 
that also has won additional friends, 
new praise for the industry. 


Doing sensational business everywhere, 
topping such hits as ‘Test Pilot,” held 
over in practically every situation for 
‘extra weeks, extra days. 


And doing as well in its 2nd week as‘a 
normal first week! 


Please keep your release schedule very 
elastic, Mr. Exhibitor, because Leo’s on 
an extended-run rampage: ‘“‘Marie 
Antoinette,” “Boys Town,” “Too Hot 
Jo Handle”—one after another. 


In fact Mr. Exhibitor here’s our tip: 
HOLD EVERYTHING! 
zkwkkx 





HOLDING “MARIE”! 


Folks who returned to Broadway after 
Labor Day found the town’s biggest hit 
at the Astor. “Marie Antoinette” is 
packing ’em in at $2 (fancy) prices, 5th 
week! On other Broadways it’s a happy 
hold-over at pop prices: 4th week 
Chicago; 3rd week Detroit, Pittsburgh, 
Cleveland, Salt Lake; 2nd week Portland, 
Boston (day—date State & Orpheum) 
St. Louis, Toledo, Columbus, ’Frisco, 
Atlanta, Denver, Baltimore, Cincinnati, 
Washington, Louisville, etc., etc. 


zx**ew*X*K 


“BOYS TOWN” STARTS! 


Spencer Tracy, Mickey Rooney keep’em 
coming 3rd week Capitol, N.Y.; 2nd week 
Atlanta, Reading, Harrisburg, Wilming- 
ton, Houston, New Orleans, Omaha, Salt 
Lake and more hold-overs every minute! 


zx*keKkxkk 


EYES ON NEWSREEL! 


Leo’s very proud of the new streamlined 
issues of his “NEWS OF THE DAY.” 
John B. Kennedy, famed radio voice 
speeds the news across in ‘The Front 
Page’’; Bill Stern, N.B.C. sports author- 
ity covers ‘‘The Sports Page”; and 
Adelaide Hawley enlivens ‘‘The Wo- 
man’s Page.’”’ Snappy newsreel! Largest 
world-wide coverage. Better than ever! 





“Sweetheart of the day!” 





WE HAVE JUST SEEN 
A GREAT PICTURE! 


They ought to wire-the seats for sound 
in M-G-M’s projection room! If those 
chairs could. talk, what an earful you’d 
get about the screening of “‘The Citadel.” 
A great motion picture has come to your 
midst, gents, and from now until release 
in November you’re going to hear a 
great deal about it, in the press, on the 
air, by word-of-mouth. Ten million 
people have read this best seller of a 
young doctor’s dramatic fight for his 
ideals, of his surrender to the luxuries 
of a society doctor’s life, of the girl who 
brought him back to the battle of human- 
ity. Memorable scenes: heroism in the 
depths of a mine; the birth and almost 
death of a miner’s baby; a society doctor 
and the women he knows. Powerful, 
tender ‘exciting... it’s got the mixture 
that accelerates the box-office! But 
you'll soon know for yourself. Watch 
for NATIONWIDE TRADE SCREEN- 
INGS OF “THE CITADEL.” (A bow 
to the stars Robert Donat, Rosalind 
Russell; and to the director, King Vidor.) 


us — 





ee re a cm > 
TOUCHDOWN, LEO! 

A ‘smart idea in shorts. Reviewing 8 
gridiron classics of last year so that 
alumni in every territory. will flock to see 
their college team. It’s Pete Smith’s 
“Football Thrills.” Another Pete Smith 
subject “Grid Rules” and Robert 
Benchley’s ‘‘How To Watch Football” 


launch the Fall Season. Book ’em while. 


they’re hot! (Aside to Leo, Jr.: ‘“Gee whiz, 


kid, you sure make swell shorts!) 
kkk Ke 


THANKS, KIND SIR! 


“A Letter to Leo’’ 


Dear Leo: That man’s here again for the 15th 
time. It’s the same story, coming for your prod- 
uct, the only product which spells continued 
success for me. I am grateful for the years it has 
been my pleasure to show M-G-M pictures, for 
they have been years of success, not only financi- 
ally but also years of coidial and square business 


relations. Sincerely yours, August Ilg, Ohio Theatre, 
Lorain, Ohio. 








KING AND QUEEN 


OF THE SCREEN! 


Leo of M-G-M takes this MOTION 
PICTURES’ GREATEST YEAR cam- 
paign very seriously. Here’s another for 
the Big Drive! 


‘‘Too Hot To Handle” flamed into fame 
this week with Clark Gable and Myrna 
Loy delighting record-breaking openings 
everywhere. It’s topping “‘Test Pilot.” 
And that’s nice topping! 


The trade press told you in advance. 
Those lads know their stuff. (Read the 
trade papers! Advt.) For instance: Film 
Daily said: ““A smash at the box-office.” 
M. P. Daily said: ‘Better than any of 
the stars’ six preceding pictures.” M. P. 
Herald: ‘‘A natural. Lines in front of 
the box-office.”’ Daily Variety: ‘‘Sure-fire 
big-money show.” Hollywood Reperter: 
“One of the financial stand-outs of 
M.P.A.Y.G.E. campaign.’? Showmen’s 
Trade Review: ‘‘Cinch box-office.” The 
Exhibitor: “SRO attraction.” Box-Office: 
“As torrid as its title at the turnstiles.” 


The only complaint we anticipate is 
“too many to handle!’’ 


xkwekk* 


IT ALL 
HELPS THE 
BOX- 
OFFICE! 


Screenland’s Honor 
Page for “Marie 
Antoinette.” Few 
films have received so 
many tributes. They 
keep coming! 

















Here’s a line that has become familiar 
in the trade press. | 


In fact we’re quoting it this time from 
the PHILADELPHIA EXHIBITOR’s 


review of “Boys Town,” as follows: 


‘“M-G-M made the picture, but it is a 
show of which the whole industry may 
be proud.” 


America said that editorially (and at the 
box-office) about “Marie Antoinette.’’ 


They'll say it again about “The Citadel.” 


M-G-M is the one company that con- 
sistently makes pictures ‘‘of which the 
whole industry” may be proud. 


Haw fitting that as Motion Pictures’ 
Greatest Year Campaign sweeps the 
country with an appraising press giving 
editorial support, it is M-G-M which 
delivers pictures of stature to merit such 
support. 


May we be so bold as to say again: 


ALWAYS THE.LEADER! 


Ler 
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Advance Production Chart 


(Continued from page 17) 


Young, Billie Burke, Richard Carlson, Minnie Dupree, Margaret Early, 
Charles Halton, Lya Lys, Eily Malyon, Henry Stephenson, Tom Ricketts. 


‘THERE GOES MY HEART’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Hal 
Roach; associate producer, Milton H. Bren; directed by Norman McLeod; 
original screen play by Eddie Moran and Jack Jevne; photographed by 
Norbert Brodine. Cast: Fredric March, Virginia Bruce, Patsy Kelly, Alan 
Mowbray, Nancy Carroll, Claude Gillingwater, Arthur Lake, Adia Kuznit- 
zoff, Mary Field, Pat Gleason, Greta Grandstedt, Moroni Olsen, Kenneth 
Harlan, Eugene Pallette, Etienne Girardot, Irving Pichel, William Davidson. 


United Artists Fix Now in Production 








‘LADY AND THE COWBOY’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Samuel 
Goldwyn; directed by H. C. Potter; screen play by Sam Behrman from an | 
original by Leo McCarey and Frank R. Adams; photographed by Gregg 
Toland. Cast: Gary Cooper, Merle Oberon, David Niven, Thomas 
Mitchell, Walter Brennan, Patsy Kelly. Mabel Todd, Fuzzy Knight, Henry | 
Kolker, Emma Dunn, Harry Davenport. 

‘TRADE WINDS,’ produced by Walter Wanger; directed by Tay Gar- 
nett; screen play by Dorothy Parker, Alan Campbell and Frank R. Adams 
from original story by Tay Garnett; photographed by Rudolph Mate. Cast: 
Fredric March, Joan Bennett, Ralph Bellamy, Ann Sothern, Alan Baxter, 
Robert Emmett O’Connor, Patricia Farr, Wilma Francis, Kay Linaker, 
Dorothy Tree, Phyllis Barry, Walter Bryon, Wilson Benge, Harry Paine, 
Hooper Atchley, Franklin Parker, Lee Phelps, John Webb Dillion, Dick | 
Rush, Mrs. Sojin, Gloria Youngblood, Ethelreda Leopold, Marie DeForest, 
Earl Wallace, Princess Luana, Paulita Arbivu, Iko Magara, Suzanne 
Kaaren, Lotus Liu, Robert Elliott. 

‘TOPPER TAKES A TRIP,’ produced by Milton H. Bren for Hal Roach; 
directed by Norman Z. McLeod; screen play by Jack Jevne and Eddie 
Moran from the Thorne Smith novel; photographed by Norbert Brodine. 
Cast: Constance Bennett, Roland Young, Billie Burke, Alan Mowbray, 
Verree Teasdale, Alexander D’Arcy, Franklin Pangborn, Leon Belasco, 
Irving Pichel. 

‘MADE FOR EACH OTHER,’ produced by David O. Selznick; directed 
by John Cromwell; screen play by Jo Swerling; photographed by Leon 
Shamroy. Cast: Carole Lombard, James Stewart, Lucile Watson, Donald 
Briggs, Charles Coburn, Arthur Hoyt, Ruth Weston, Nella Walker, Harland 
Briggs, Mickey Rentschler. 
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. Universal 








Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Meet Peer ree e 48 6 3 7 32 32 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 


‘RED BARRY’ (serial) (for 1938-39 season), produced by Barney Sarecky; 
directed by Ford Beebe and Alan James; screen play by Ford Beebe, 
Norman Hall, Ray Trampe; photographed by Jerry Ash. Cast: Larry 
(Buster) Crabbe, Frances Robinson, Edna Sedgwick. 


‘YOUTH TAKES A FLING’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Joe Past- 
ernak; directed by Archie Mayo; original by Phil Epstein; screen play by 
Myles Connolly; photographed by Rudolph Mate. Cast: Joel McCrea, 
Andrea Leeds, Dorothea Kent, Frank Jenks, Granville Bates, Oscar O’Shea, 
George Offerman, Jr., Frank Scully, Eddie August, Isabel Jeans. 


‘SWING THAT CHEER’ (for 1938-39), produced by Max Golden; directed 
by Harold Schuster; story by Thomas Ahearn and F. Maury Grossman; 
screen play by Charles Grayson; photographed by Elwood Bredell. Cast: 
Tom Brown, Andy Devine, Robert Wilcox, Constance Moore, Stanley 
Hughes, Samuel S. Hinds, Ray Parker, Ernest Truex, ‘Doodles’ Weaver, 
Margaret Early. 


‘PRAIRIE JUSTICE,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by George Wagg- 
ner; original screen play by Joseph West; photographed by Gus Peterson. 
Cast: Bob Baker, Hal Taliaferro, Dorothy Fay, Jack Rockwell, Carleton 
Young, Forrest Taylor, Glenn Strange. 


‘THAT CERTAIN AGE,’ produced by Joe Pasternak; directed by Edward 
Ludwig; original story by F. Hugh Herbert; screen play by Bruce Manning, 
Charles Brackett and Billy Wilder; photographed by Joe Valentine. 
Cast: Deanna Durbin, Jackie Cooper, lrene Rich, John Holliday, Melvyn 
Douglas, Jackie Searle, Juanita Quigley, Addison Richards. 


‘SERVICE DE LUXE’ (for 1938-39), produced by Edmund Grainger; 
directed by Rowland V. Lee; no writing credits released yet; photographed 
by George Robinson. Cast: Constance Bennett, Vincent Price, Charles 
Ruggles, Mischa Auer, Helen Broderick, Joy Hodges. 


‘THE LAST EXPRESS,’ produced by Irving Starr; directed by Otis Gar- 
rett; screen play by Edmund L. Hartmann from novel by Baynard Ken- 
drick. Cast: Kent Taylor, Adrianne Ames, Don Brodie, Greta Granstedt, 
Paul Hurst, Shaw and Lee, Edward Raquello. 


Universal Pix Now in Production 


‘THE STORM,’ produced by Ken Goldsmith; directed by Harold Young; 
screen play by Hugh King, Daniel Moore and George Yohalem from origi- 
nal by Hugh King and Daniel Moore; photographed by Milton Krasner. 
Cast: Charles Bickford, Barton MacLane, Preston Foster, Tom Brown, 
Andy Devine, Frank Jenks. Samuel Hinds. 


‘EXPOSED,’ produced by Max H. Golden; directed by Harold Shuster; 
screen play by Charles Kaufman and Franklin Coen; photographed by 
Stanley Cortez. Cast: Glenda Farrell, Otto Kruger, Herbert Mundin, 
David Oliver, Charles B. Brown, Lorraine Krueger, Chester Clute. 

‘STRANGE FACES,’ produced by Burt Kelly; directed by Errol Taggart; 
screen play by Charles Grayson from original story by Cornelius Reece 
and Arndt Giusti; potographed by Elwood Bredell. Cast: Dorothea Kent, 
Frank Jenks, Andy Devine, Leon Ames, Mary Treen. 





Warners 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
ME. Sihedned Vek as 52 1 7 13 41 51 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


released as yet; photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Glenda Farrell, 
Barton MacLane, Tom Kennedy, Willard Robinson, George Gould. 

*‘BLACKWELLS ISLAND,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William 
McGann; original screen play by Crane Wilbur and Dave Marcus; photo- 
graphed by Sid Hickox. Cast: John Garfield, Rosemary Lane, Morgan 
Conway, Peggy Shannon, Dick Purcell, Lottie Williams, Stanley Fields, 
Charley Foy, Norman Willis, Granville Bates, Raymond Barley, Jimmy 
O’Gatty, Wade Boteler, William Davidson, Walter Young. 

‘THE SISTERS,’ produced by David Lewis; directed by Anatole Litvak; 
no writing credits released yet for adaptation of novel by Myron Brinig; 
photographed by Tony Gaudio. Cast: Bette Davis, Anita Louise, Jane 
Bryan, Errol Flynn, Harry Travers, Beulah Bondi, Henry Davenport. 

‘DEVIL’S ISLAND,’ formerly titled ‘RETURN OF DR. X,’ produced by 
Bryan Foy; directed by William Clemens; no writing credits released as 
yet; photographed by George Barnes. Cast: Boris Karloff, Leonard Mudie, 
Frank Reicher, James Stephens, Pedro De Cordoba, Nat Carr, Tom Wilson, 
Sidney Bracy, Stuart Holmes, Dino Corrado, John Harman. 

‘HARD TO GET,’ formerly titled ‘KISS AND RUN,’ formerly titled 
‘HOT HEIRESS,’ formerly titled HEAD OVER HEELS,’ produced by Sam 


Bischoff; directed by Ray Enright; no writing credits released yet; photo- | 


graphed. by Charles Rosher. Cast: Dick Powell, Olivia De Havilland, 
Allen Jenkins, Charles Winninger, Isable Jeans, Bonita Granville, Melville 
Cooper, Patric Knowles, Penny Singleton. 

‘KING OF THE UNDERWORLD,’ formerly titled ‘UNLAWFUL,’ pro- 
duced by Bryan Foy; directed by Lew Seiler; screen play by George 
Bricker; photographed by Sid Hickox.. Cast: Kay Francis, James Stephen- 
son, Humphrey Bogart, John Eldredge, Jessie Busleigh, Harles Foy, Joe 
Develin, Penny Singleton. 

‘HEART OF THE NORTH’ (in Technicolor), produced by Bryan Foy; 
directed by Lewis Seiler; screen play by Robert Rossen, Vincent Sherman 
and Lee Katz from novel by William Byron Mowery; photographed by 
L. William O’Connell. Cast: Dick Foran, Margaret Lindsley, Gloria Dick- 
son, Janet Chapman, Patric Knowles, Allen Jenkins, James Stephenson, 
Alec Harford, Russell Simpson, Gordon Hart, Pedro de Cordoba, Jack 
Mower, John Harron, Anthony Averill, J. Crawthers. 


‘WINGS OF THE NAVY,’ produced by Lou Edelman; directed by Lloyd | 
Bacon; original screen play by Michael Fessier; photographed by Arthur | 


Edeson. Cast: George Brent, Olivia de Havilland, John Payne, Frank 
McHugh, John Ridgeley, Henry O'Neill, John Litel, Regis Toomey, Donald 
Briggs, Max Hoffman, Jr., John Gallaudet. 

‘TORCHY IN CHINATOWN,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Wil- 
liam Beaudine; screen play by George Brieker; photographed by Warren 
Lynch. Cast: Glenda Farrell, Barton MacLane, Henry O'Neill, Tom Ken- 
nedy, Janet Shaw, Dick Bond, Patric Knowles, James Stephenson, Andy 
Lawlor, Frank Shannon, George Guhl, Joe Cunningham, Jack Mower, 
Charles Hickman, Bruce Mitchell, John Harron, 


Warner Pix Now in Production 


‘GOING PLACES,’ produced by Barney Glazer; directed by Ray En- 
right; screen play by Maurice Leo, Jerry Wald, Sig Herzig; photographed 
by Arthur Todd. Cast: Dick Powell, Anita Louise, Allen Jenkins, Walter 
Catlett, Minna Gombell, Thurston Hall, Hal Huber. 


‘DAWN PATROL,’ produced by Robert Lord; directed by Edmund 


Goulding; original screen play by Seton I. Miller and Don Totheroh. Cast: | 


Errol Flynn, Melville Cooper, Basil Rathbone, Rodin Rathbone, David 
Niven, Barry Fitzgerald, James Stephenson, Michael Brooke, Stuart Hall, 
Norton Lowater. 

‘THEY MADE ME A CRIMINAL,’ produced by Benjamin Glazer: direct- 
ed by Busby Berkeley; screen play by Sig Herzig from story by Bertram 
Millhauser and Beulah Dix; photographed by James Howe. Cast: John 
Garfield, Gloria Dickson, Beula Bondi, Claude Rains, Billy Halop, Huntz 
Hall, Leo Gorcey, Gabriel Dell, Bobby Jordon, Bernard Punsley. 

‘WOMEN IN THE WIND,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by John 
Farrow; screen play by Lee Katz and Albert DeMond from novel by 
Francis Walton. Cast: Kay Francis, William Gargan, Victor Jory, Maxie 
oe +g an Sheila Bromley, Harvey Stephens, Frankie Burke, Frank 

aylen. 

‘UNFIT TO PRINT,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed by James 
Flood; screen play by Earl Baldwin, Niven Busch, Lawrence Kimble and 
Robert Buckner from original story by Saul Elkins and Sally Sandlin; 
photographed by Charles Rosher. Cast: Pat O’Brien, Joan Blondell, Bobby 
Jordan, Alan Baxter, Joe Cunningham, Douglas Dumbrille, Armand Kaliz, 
Ed Dearing. 

‘NANCY DREW—DETECTIVE,’ formerly titled ‘PASSPORT TO LARK- 
SPUR LANE,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William Clemmens; 
no writing credits released yet; photographed by Lew O’Connell. Cast: 
Bonita Granville, Frankie Thomas, John Litel, John Ridgely, Richard 
Bond, Frank Mayo, Jack Mower, Helena Phillips Evans, Frank Orth. 

‘CRIME IS A RACKET,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed by Lew 
Seiler; no writing credits yet; photographed by Soi Polito. Cast: Humphrey 
Bogart, Gale Page, Billy Halop, Henry O’Neil, John Litel, Harold Huber, 
Henry Travers, Harvey Stephens. 


WB Golf Tournament 
Finales Divot Season; 
110 at the Maior’s Club 


Probably the last golf tournament 
of the year for pictures but one of 
the most successful and well-man- 
aged affairs of its kind ever put on, 
the Warner Bros. niblick-fest at the 
Old Oaks Country club, Purchase, 
N.Y., Friday (16) ended well in the 
black financially, with 110 contest- 
ants turning out in spite of the 





tin Schiff, in foreign. Herman Starr 
got no prize for it but he had the 
distinction of being the only man 
shooting a golf ball into a tree and 
having it stick there. 

In addition to the main prizes, in- 
cluding three sets of golf clubs and 
bag, kodaks, electric clocks, travel- 
ing bags, cocktail sets, liquor, ice 
cube containers, clothing, etc., there 
were many lesser awards, including 
raincoat jackets to a dozen trade pa- 
per representatives who, being 
guests, were not eligible for prizes 
in play. Major Warner got a ladies’ 
nightgown for being the _best- 
dressed golfie. 

Although the prizes were numer- 
ous and the sales division did well, 








‘SECRETS OF AN ACTRESS,’ formerly titled ‘WOMAN HABIT,’ for- 
merly titled ‘LOVELY LADY,’ produced by David Lewis: directed by Wil- 
liam Keighley; original screen play by Rowland Leigh, Milton Krims and 
Julius Epstein; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Kay Francis, George 
Brent, Ian Hunter, Gloria Dickson, Isabel Jeans, Dennie Moore, Gloria 
Blondell, Rosella Towne, John Ridgeley, Penny Singleton, Larry Williams. 
Selmer Jackson, Herbert Rawlinson, Emmet Vogan, James B. Carson. 
Grace Hayle, Marion Alden, Paulette Evans, Eddie Graham, Stuart Holmes. 
Jack Goodrich, Arthur Houseman, Jack Mower, Olaf Hytten, John Harron 


‘BROTHER RAT,’ produced by Robert Lord: directed by William Keigh- | 
ley; screen play by Jerry Wald and Richard Macaulay from the play by 
John- Monks, Jr., and Fred Finkelhoffe; photographed by Ernie Hallor. | 
Cast: Wayne Morris, Priscilla Lane, Jane Wyman, Johnny ‘Scats’ Davis. 
Henry O'Neill, Ronald Reagan, Jessie Busley, Louise Beavers, William 
Tracey, Edward Albert, Gordon Oliver. 

‘ANGELS WITH DIRTY FACES,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed 
by Michael Curtiz; original story by Roland Brown; photographed by Sol | 

olito. Cast: James Cagney, Pat O’Brien, Ann Sheridan, Humphrey Bo- | 
fart, Billy Halop, Bobby Jordan, Leo Gorcey, Bernard Punsley, Gabriel | 
Dell, Huntz Hall. 

‘CURTAIN CALL,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by John Farrow; 
Screen play by Mark Hellinger from magazine story by Faith Baldwin: 
Photographed by James Wong Howe. Cast: Kay Francis, Ian Hunter. 
Janet Chapman, Melville Cooper, Donald Crisp, John Litel, lan Keith. 


‘TORCHY GETS HER MAN,’ formerly titled ‘TORCHY FINDS OUT,’ |the foreign department won the | 


threat of bad weather. This is Ma- 
jor Albert Warner's club and al- 


though the major couldn’t win a 
prize with his clubs, he was reported 
as having done well at bridge and 
was not entirely out of the picture 
otherwise by being voted the best- 
dressed of the fairway diggers. 
Members of the hard-hitting sales 
staff at the Warner New York ex- 
change grabbed honors away from 
all other departments of WB, with 
Lester Rieger bringing in lowest 
gross of 79, and Charlie Foder turn- 
ing in the lowest net in the Class A 
division. Second best low gross of 
83 went to Leonard Palumbo of for- 
eign publicity, while third, 84, was 
won by Pat Marcone of eastern pro- 
duction forces. In the Class A di- 
vision, second low net was taken by 
Al Carpenter, also of the exchange, 


| while third went to E. N. Ullberg 


of the tax department. In Class B 
it was Ray Kinney of publicity, first; 
Harold Rodner of the theatre dept., 
second; and J. Lubin, music dept., 
third. 


division; 


enquest, theatres. Joe Hummel of 





Eddie Schnitzer among other execs 
cashing in, the Warner eastern- 
Canadian sales chief, Roy Haines, 
who can shoot under par in an ex- 
hibitor’s office, went home empty- 
handed. No reports as to whether 
his score of 104 was in dispute, since 
Raph Budd didn’t assign any check- 
ers for some of the boys. The score 
of Sid Rechetnik is probably still be- 
ing audited and a derrick crew has 
been sent up to the club to rescue 
Gil Golden from a sand trap, 
Golfers were sent off on both 
morning and afternoon rounds, with 


jlunch at noon and a banquet at 


night, when prizes were awarded, 
with Leonard Schlesinger acting as 
m.c. and getting many laughs, a lot 
of them at the expense of Rodner. 
Jerry Keyser was in charge of ar- 
rangements. 





Rep’s Serial Finale ' 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
Republic started shooting yester- 


day (Monday) on ‘Hawk of the Wil- 
First in the putting contest to, 
|Charles Warren, also of the music | 
second to W. A. Cannon) 
(tax dept.), and third to Harry Ros- | 


derness,’ last of the serials on its 
1937-38 program. 

Jill Martin plays the femme lead 
opposite Herman Brix in a story of 
the Arctic. Cliffhanger will 


Produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William Beaudine, no writing credits longest drive. The duffer was Mar- dio for its ‘Call of the Yukon.’ 


use | 
background footage shot by the stu- | 


Schade StL 
IBEW Agent, 


Assassinated 


St. Louis, Sept. 20. 

| Arthur C. Schading, business agent 
of Local No. 1, IBEW, was asassinat- 
'ed by two unknown men Monday 
(19) as he was leaving the organiza- 
| tion’s hall, and his death marks the 
end of a long and turbulent career 
|in local IBEW history. Gendarmes, 
| investigating the killing, are trying 
to link the murder with Schading’s 
|declaration last week that IBEW 
| members would replace the Furni- 
‘ture, Piano Movers and Helpers’ 
| Union in servicing approximately 
| 3,000 coin phonographs in local tav- 
lerns and_ restaurants. Furniture, 
|Piano Movers and Helpers’ Union 
claimed jurisdiction on the phono- 
|graphs because they are called on 
when the machines are to be moved. 
| At a meeting Friday (16) when 
| Schading was asked ‘What are you 
going to do about those phonographs 
that the Teamsters’ Union, an affili- 
|ate with the Furniture Movers’ Or- 
| ganization, has been putting labeis 
on?’ Schading is reported to have re- 
| Plied ‘l’ll take care of that next 
week. I don’t think Ill have any 
trouble with them.’ 

Schading beat an extortion rap 
preferred by Harry R. Wendt, Kirk- 
wood (Mo.) motion picture theatre 
owner, May 26, Icst, when a jury 
found him not guilty of attempting 
to extort $2,000 after Wendt’'s pic- 
ture house was damaged after being 
wired by non-union juicers. 

Angered because a photog of the 
Post-Dispatch, a p.m. rag, and owner 
of radio station KSD, snapped his 
pic in the Civil Courts bldg., a year 
ago, Schading pulled a strike at the 
station that lasted 15 minutes until 
he reconsidered his action. 

Schading has been arrested 21 
times since 1927 and mostly for ques- 
tioning into bombings and assaults, 


FLEISCHER DEADLINE 
SET FOR TODAY (WED.) 


Pending further negotiations on a 
renewal of the contract covering 
animators, artists, etc., Max Fleischer 
and Paramount, distributor of the 
Fleischer cartoons, has asked the 
United American Artists, Local 60 of 
the C.I.O., to hold off its threat of a 
boycott, 

Deadline for that had been set for 
today (Wed.), following breakdown 
of negotiations for a new six months’ 
contract, 

















Make Way for Biggies 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Five productions get the gun at 
Universal to clear the decks for spe- 
cial features scheduled in October, 
when high-budget pictures will need 
most of the studio’s stage space. 

Those put in work are ‘Adam’s 
Evening,’ ‘All in a Lifetime,’ ‘West 
Side Miracle,’ ‘Sky Police’ and the 
Buck Rogers serial with Buster 
Crabbe in the title role, 

Specials coming up aré ‘Destry 
Rides Again, ‘Three Smart Girls 
Grow Up,’ ‘You Can’t Cheat an Hon- 
est Man’ and ‘Rio.’ 


SMPE’s Speechifyers 


Detroit, Sept. 20. 

Speakers so far listed for Society 
of Moving Picture Engineers’ annual 
conclave here Oct. 31-Nov. 2 are Dr. 
Chariés F. Kettering, vice-prez of 
General Motors Corp.; George W. 
Trendle, head of United Detroit thea- 
tres (Par); Jamison Handy, prez Jam 
Handy (commercial pix), and S. K. 
Wolf, of N. Y., prez of Engineers. 

W. C. Kunzmann, of Cleveland, 
convention v.p., was in Detroit last 
week conferring with members of 
local committee, headed by Karl 
Brenkert, of Light Projection Co., on 
plans for meeting, which’ll be held 
in Hotel Statler here. As usual, 
awards will be mace for outstanding 
technical contributions made to film 
industry during past year. 


Lily Cahill’s Pic 
Lily Cahill, letit player is set for 
a part in 20th-F -:’s London film 
production of ‘So " sis Is London.’ 
She sails for L~- -n today (Wed.). 
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In all quarters... 


no less than double the 


norma 


FANNIE HURST'S GREAT STORY 


‘FOUR DAUGHTERS” 
with 
PRISCILLA LANE e ROSEMARY LANB 
LOLA LANE e GALE PAGE 
CLAUDE RAINS e JOHN GARFIELD 
JEFFREY LYNN e DICK FORAN 
Frank McHugh~* May Robson 
Directed by MICHAEL CURTIZ 
Sereen Play by Julius J. Epstein and Lenore 
Coffee ¢ From the Cosmopolitan Magazine Story 
Masic by Max Steiner « A First National Picture 


WARNER BROS., 
Producers 
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tract with producers for the purpose 
of correcting certain abuses existing 
jn the industry. 

‘Under the Wagner law, Screen 
Directors Guild is the collective bar- 
gaining agent for the motion picture 
directors. Its program is as follows: 


‘The Guild believes that the work 
of the director in the preparation of 
the script for shooting is of para- 
mount importance to the final re- 
sult achieved in the picture and the 
failure to take this into account in 
many instances affects adversely the 
quality of the final product. Accord- 
ingly, the Guild maintains, since the 
preparation period is varied, that the 
director should be allowed a rea- 
sonable preparation time and in no 
event less than two weeks. 


Ask Right to Approve 


‘Believing the director’s work is 
not completely represented on the 
screen unless his advice and judg- 
ment on the cutting and final edit- 
ing are respected, therefore the 
director shall have the right to make 
or approve of the first cut of the pic- 
ture, and he shall be retained on sal- 
ary for a reasonable period of time 
to make the first cut and in no event 
less than two weeks. 

‘Believing that casting is essential 
part of the director’s conception of 
any picture, therefore the director, 
before signing for any production 
shall be informed of all contractual 
obligations affecting that production 
and, in all cases, be consulted in re- 
gard to all casting. 

‘Recognizing the necessity on cer- 
tain occasions for the function of a 
second unit, no second unit shall 
function except with the knowledge 
and approval of the director given 
at the time the second unit is to 
begin to function. 


‘There should be a six-day week 
except on location. On location not 
over 14 consecutive days. 


‘Although the Guild believes, un- 
der present conditions, that an eight- 
hour day is sufficient, it takes cog- 
nizance of the practice of the in- 
dustry of working longer hours in 
emergency, but in no emergency 
whatever shall the hours to be 
worked be more than 60 hours a 
week, with a 12-hour rest period 
between calls. 


‘Directors shall not be required to 
render services on the following 
holidays except in emergency, but 
if required to render services on 
New Year’s Day, Decoration Day, 
July Fourth, Labor Day; Thanks- 
giving Day or Christmas, or if re- 
quired to render services on either 
the Sunday immediately preceding 
or the Sunday immediately succeed- 
ing any such holiday shall be entitled 
to an addition one-sixth of the week- 
ly rate of pay. The foregoing, how- 
ever, shall not apply to directors 
whose contract provides the maxi- 
mum number of pictures in which 
the director can be employed per 
year or other specified periods. 


On Removing a Director 


‘If a director shall be removed 
from a picture without his consent 
an arbitration board will convene 
immediately with the director and 
his immediate producer and make 
findings in writing as to the reasons 
and justification or lack of justifi- 
cation for the removal. 


‘The director shall be properly 
credited as having directed the pic- 
ture in all paid or controlled adver- 
tising and shall be given proper 
credit on a separate card which shall 
appear as the last of such credit 
cards. 


‘Should more than one director 
work on a picture and the direc- 
torial credits given by the produ- 
cers be considered unfair by either 
of the -directors, credit or credits 
shall be settled by arbitration. 


‘The Guild believes that a director 
should not be made responsible nor 
should his employment be sus- 
pended by causes beyond his control 
except: (A) by the usual Act of 
God clause which should have rea- 
sonable: limitations; (B) his dis- 
ability. 

‘Proper conciliation machinery for 
the settling of disputes. If concilia- 
tion fails, proper arbitration of all 
disputes. 


"The suggested method for the 
above machinery will be an arbitra- 
tion board of four men elected ac- 


Cording to the by-laws, three from | 


the Senior Guild and one man from 
the Junior Guild. Conciliation would 
be undertaken by one man from the 
Senior Guild group of three who 





| 


would alternate 
office, 


in assuming the 


Guild Shop 


‘If any other abuses develop there 
shall be machinery for conciliation 
to adjust such abuses and in the 
event of failure of committees to 
agree, arbitration. 

‘These terms are minimum and no 
waiver of the terms of a minimum 
contract shall be asked of the di- 
rector or effective against him except 
through the consent of the Guild. 
But without the consent of the Guild 
the director may waive Paragraph 
3 in the manner and at the time 
therein stated. 

‘Any director who violates the 
spirit of this agreement will be sub- 
ject to discipline by the Guild. Re- 
alizing the necessity for an agree- 
ment between the producer -and the 
director which wil be of mutual 
benefit to each, we offer the above 
platform.’ 


Back for Amendments 

During cross-examination of J. P. 
McGowan, executive secretary of 
the Guild, it was disclosed that the 
platform was amended after nego- 
tiations started with the Producers. 
Clause on second units was amended | 
to provide second unit would not 
function without cooperation of the 
directors, instead of his approval 
given at time shooting started. 

Paragraph pertaining to removal 
of director from a picture was also 
amended to provide that if he was 
removed after first week of shoot- 
ing an impartial board would deter- 
mine reasons and justification or 
lack of justification for his removal. 

On motion of A. Edward Suther- 
land it also was provided that the 
director would have the right to 
change a script in an emergency 
during shooting. Should he be un- 
able to agree with associates the 
executive head of the studio would 
have final say. 

Platform of Junior Guild in addi- 
tion to minimum pay, prevides for 
overtime in excess of 60 hours per 
week at the rate of one-sixtieth of 
his salary per hour. 

A first and second assistant also 
would be required on all full-length 
features and shorts. In addition a 
first and second assistant director 





would be required on all units of a 
feature production where important 
shots were to be made and on all re- 
takes and added scenes in both fea- 
tures and shorts, 

First assistant would be given 
screen credits for each picture on 
which he works. Guild shop, con- 
ciliation and arbitration, etc., is also 
included, 

Copies of correspondence between 
the Guild and Producers was intro- 
duced at hearing by William Walsh, 
NLRB counsel, in an effort to sus- 
tain charges of unfair labor practice 
filed against 10 major studios. Ex- 
hibits taken from records of Screen 
Writers Guild were also offered by 
Walsh to carry out his contention 
that film companies are engaged in 
interstate commerce, 

The Guild has completed presen- 
tation of its evidence with the ex- 
ception of examination of major stu- 
dio executives which will include 
Darryl F. Zanuck, Hunt Stromberg, 
Harry Warner, E. J. Mannix, Harry 
Cohn, 


Writers Give and Take 


With negotiations between the 
Producers and Screen Writers Guild 
just getting underway, membership 
meeting of SWG has been called for 
Oct. 9 in belief that tentative agree- 
ment will have been reached by that 
time. Writers presented a tentative 
contract to the Producer committee 
last week. and a counter-proposal 
was submitted by studio executives 
this week. 

Producers are unwilling to grant a 
complete Guild shop to the scrive- 
ners because of prior contract com- 
mitments and necessity of taking 
care of Screen Playwrichts, Inc., 
most of whom have individual writ- 
ing contracts with studios. 

Studio executives are not ovposed 
to minimum of $125 a week for ex- 
verienced writers, as proposed by 
the Guild, but want some provision 
made for employment of beginners 
over a trial period. Guild probably 
would agree to eliminate beginners 
from minimum salary requirements. 

Plans for unemployment survey 
among extras is being mulled by the 


| board of trustees of the Motion Pic- 


ture Relief Fund. Tows believe sur- 
vey might aid in solving economical 
problems now facing the extra play- 
er. J. P. McGowan, executive secre- 
tary of the Screen Directors Guild. 
is expected to head the committee 





eration with the Screen Actors 
Guild. Others on the committee are 
B. B. Kahane, Walter Wanger, Irv- 
ing Pichel, Mary McCall, Campbell 
McCulloch, Frances Faragoh and 
Arthur Eddy. 

Actual negotiations between actors 
and the producers on amendments to 
present Producer-Screen Actors 
Guild’s basic minimum contract get 
under way this week. Arbitration 
board is composed of Murray Kin- 
nell, assistant treasurer of SAG; B. B. 
Kahane, of Columbia, and Charles 
Baird, head of a legal publishing 
house, Committee has already’ es- 
tablished jurisdiction to represent 64 
signatories to the basic agreement. 

Junior Council of Screen Actors 
Guild has accepted resignations of 
Mel Forrester, Neil Hart and Jack 
Grant. Forrester and Hart quit be- 
cause of differences with Council 
over Guild policies. Grant resigned 
to accept a job as studio checker for 
the SAG. Vacancies will be filled 
next week. 

Thursday (22) has been fixed by 
the National Labor Relations Board 
as date for hearing the petition of 
the Screen Publicists Guild for ver- 
ification as bargaining representa- 
tive for studio flacks. 


Sift IATSE Attack 
Dr. Towne Nylander, regional di- 


| rector of the NLRB, has ordered in- 


formal hearing Sept. 28 on charges 
of Jeff Kibre that the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployes is a ‘company union’ and pro- 
ducer - dominated. Notices were 
mailed out yesterday (Monday) sum- 
moning studio executives, IATSE 
tops and Kibre to hearing. 

Dr. Nylander said if evidence war- 
rants, complaints of unfair labor 
practice will be issued against stu- 
dios and a formal hearing ordered. 

In the meantime, IATSE tops have 
launched a move to return autonomy 
to the five West Coast Studio Locals 
and force them to clean their own 
houses by throwing out the Com- 
munists and trouble makers. Mem- 
bers of first local to receive autonomy. 
Sound Technicians Local 695, refused 
for three hours to nominate local of- 
ficers and insisted on international 
officers retaining supervision of local 
affairs. 

Following speeches by Fred Raoul 
of Atlanta, personal representative of 
George E. Browne, IA international 
president; Harland Holmden, inter- 
national v.p., and Harold V. Smith. 
international representative in 
charge of West Coast offices, mem- 
bers agreed to act. They insisted, 
however, on adopting a resolution 
expressing confidence in President 
Browne, and William Bioff, who re- 
cently resigned as personal repre- 
sentative of the president. 

Local officers finally were. nomi- 
nated, elected and installed. Officers 
who take over local reins are: 

Harold V. Smith, business repre- 
sentative; Joe Aiken, 20th-Fox, pres- 
ident; Robert Prichard, Universal, 
first v.p.; Richard Van Hessen, RKO- 
Radio, second v.p.: Gordon Rayburn, 
Paramount, secretary-treasurer; El- 
mer L. Smith, recording secretary. 

Trustees: Chairman, Dave For- 
rest, Warners; Willard W. Starr. 
nublic address classification, Earl 
Craine, Revublic, Sergeant-at-arms. 
Frank McKenzie. Executive board: 
Roger Herman, 20th-Fox: Jackson 
Brock, Metro: Tom Lambert. Dar- 
mour; John Tribby. RKO-Radio; Art 
Blinn, Walt Disney: Joe Edmundson. 
Metro: George Dutton. Paramount: 
Arthur Johns, United Artists: Lodge 
Cunnineham, Columbia; Earl Sitar, 
General Service: William Montague, 
Columbia; John Kemp, Universal. 


SCHAYER BACK AT M-G; 
ZION MYERS CHECKS OUT 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

E. Richard Schayer is back on the 
Metro writing staff attached to Hunt 
Stromberg’s unit on ‘Northwest Pas- 
sage.’ He has been at the plant most 
of the past 11 years. 

Zion Myers checked out as a Metro 
producer on his contract expiration 
last week, after a year on the lot. 
He’s negotiating with another major 
plant for a berth. 











Karns Breaks Long 


Par Stretch to Rest 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
Roscoe Karns checks out of Para- 





mount Oct. 10 after six consecutive | 


years. He wants more 


leisure be- 


tween pictures and will freelance | 


after a long vacation. 
During his stay at Paramount, 
Karns played in 40 films on the 


that will make the survey in coop-/ home lot and 10 under loan, 





Hounded 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Call for one dog at Metro was 
answered by 200 barking actors, 
all seeking the canine lead in 
‘A. Man’s Greatest Friend,’ Pete 
Smith specialty. 

Director Joe Neuman picked 
the winner and got away with- 
out a tooth-mark. 


A. H. Schwartz Estate, 
‘More Than $20,000,’ To 
His Widow and 3 Sons 


Mineola, N. Y., Sept. 20. 

Abraham H. Schwartz, president 
of the Century Circuit, Inc., who 
|died suddenly at Lake Placid, N. Y., 
| Sept. 9, left an estate of ‘more than 
| $20,000" to his widow and three sons, 
| according to the will on file in sur- 
rogate’s court here. 

According to the terms of his will, 
| which he drew up on Feb. 1, 1931, 
| Mr. Schwartz directed the executors 
and trustees of the will to divide the 
|estate in nine shares. One and a 
half shares to his widow, Minnie 
Schwartz, for the remainder of her 
natural life. He left her an addi- 
tional one and a half shares for the 
remainder of her natural life, or un- 
til she remarried. The residue of the 
estate, in trust, goes to his three 
sons, Frederick, Leslie and Milton 
Schwartz. They will receive the 
principal when they reach the age 
of 35. 


E. A. Hovell, of Brooklyn, and 
Milton Weil, of Manhattan, are trus- 
tees and executors. 

The decedent resided 
Broadway, Cedarhurst, L. I. 
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Miner Succeeds as Prez 


H. Clay Miner, former president 
of the Century circuit in Brooklyn 
and Long Island, who became chair- 
man of the board three years ago, is 
returned to the presidency by the 
board following the death of A. H. 
Schwartz, who founded the chain 
with Miner. The board also elected 
Fred Schwartz, son of the late head 
of Century, to the directorate to fill 
the vacancy created there, but other- 
wise no switches were made. 


Miner and Albert A. Hovel, v.p. 
and general counsel of Century, will 
run the circuit together under the 
policy determined. Hovel has been 
with Century for many years. 


Consequent upon the election of 
Miner to the presidency—he also 
retains chairmanship of the board— 
Local 306, Moving Picture Machine 
Operators of New York, resumed 
picketing of 17 Century Brooklyn 
houses in its campaign to force a 
merger with Empire operators. The 
union has hopes of coming to “an 
early settlement. 


The murder during the past week 
in which an operator killed another 
with a fire extinguisher in a per- 
sonal feud occurred in a Queens 
Village theatre operated by the Cen- 
tury circuit. The ops were members 
of the Empire union. 


Call Off Par Suits 


Los Angeles, Sept. 20. 

Independent exhibitors of Southern 
California dropped 18 fraud actions 
against Paramount which had been 
dragging through local courts for 
more than a year. 

Suits grew out of the film com- 
pany’s failure to deliver six features 
contracted for on the 1938-39 pro- 
gram, but carried over to the follow- 
ing year. Litigation was called off 
at a joint meeting of the Independent 
Theatre Owners and the Mass Ex- 
hibitors Committee, representing the 
| plaintiffs. 


HOMICIDE ALOFT 

Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
‘Murder Plane,’ first of the Secret 

Service series featuring Ronald Rea- 

















| Noel Smith piloting. 








‘Birth of Baby’ Appeal May Farther : 
Disrupt N. Y. Censorial Decisions 


Albany, Sept. 20. 

‘The Birth of a Baby’—cause 
celebre credited with effecting a 
change in the 10-year-old policy un- 
der which Education Commissioner 
Frank P. Graves, rather than the 
Board of Regents, was the depart- 
ment’s court of appeals, in cases 
where the motion picture division 
directed by Irwin Esmond denied 
licenses—may be the means of 
throwing another and bigger wrench 
into the censorship machine. At a 
hearing in special term of Supreme 
Court before Justice Pierce H. Rus- 
sell of Troy, former Justice Ellis J. 
Staley of Albany, counsel for Sam 
Citron and the American. Committee 
on Maternal Welfare, Inc., demanded 
that a jury be permitted to decide 
whether ‘Birth’ is ‘indecent’ within 
the meaning of the law. This is 
what Esmond, Commissioner Graves 
and the Board of Regents succes- 
sively held. Charles A, Brind, Jr., 
chief of the law division of the Edu- 
cation Department, argued long and 
strenuously against a jury determi- 
nation. Claimed the special term 
had authority only to dismiss the 
proceedings or pass the case on to 
Appellate Division. 

Heretofore appeals from Depart- 
ment decisions have been referred 
by supreme court justices to the 
Appellate Division. They, some- 
times, have gone from there to the 
Court of Appeals. Thus, judges have 
always passed upon film appeal rul- 
ings, and Esmond, a lawyer, has 
never been reversed in the court of 
final determination, If juries of lay- 
men—-even the Board of Regents re- 
viewing committee has a lawyer- 
member in Susan Brandeis, daughter 
of U. S. Supreme Court Justice 
Brandeis—were to decide whether 
appealed pictures were indecent, 
endless complications might ensue. 
Some observers say such a procedure 
might wreck the present system of 
censoring. Because of the powerful 
backing accorded to ‘Brith’ by health 
and welfare organizations, doctors 
and newspapers, and because of the 
tremendous publicity which the con- 
troversy over its public exhibition 
in New York State has created, both 
sides are prepared to fght the mat- 
ter up to the Court of Appeals. The 
most important picture case the Edu- 
cation Department has handled, it is 
likely to act a precedent. 

Opening his argument, former Jus- 
tice Staley claimed that Justice 
Francis Bergan of Albany erred in 
ruling, in another film appeal, that 
the matter should be referred to the 
Appellate Division. He cited a sec- 
tion of the law which he claimed 
provided such a question should be 
passed upon by a court and jury. At 
this time, stated Staley, neither the 
merits of the proposition should be 
discussed nor a determination upon 
those merits be obtained. Only the 
procedure by which they should be 
determined was up; applicants re- 
quested a court order for trial of 
issue by a jury. 

Deputy Commissioner Ernest C. 
Cole, in the formal reply, emphasized 
that the Board of Regents last April 
had commended ‘Birth’ for educa- 
tional purposes and promised to 
issue a permit for such a showing, 
No one had since applied for this 
type of permit, continued Cole. Ap- 
plicants, he stated, want to use the 
picture only for general amusement 
purposes, to which the Regents 
firmly object under the education 
law. After lengthy argument, Jus- 
tice Russell reserved decision and 
directed both sides to file briefs. 





Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 
‘Uncivilized,’ pic being distribbed 
here by Allied Exchange, has been 
nixed by the Pennsy censor board. 
Official ganderers termed it ‘im- 
moral.’ 


Ejected, Awarded $500 


Corning, N. Y., Sept. 20. 
LeRoy Cummings won a $500 ver- 
dict in supreme court here last week 
against George Oliver, manager of 
the State. Cummings claimed he 
was injured when ejected from the 
theatre by Oliver. 


MRS. PALMER STRICKEN 
Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 
Mrs, A. Mitchell Palmer, chairman 
of the Pennsy Censor Board, was 








gan, got the gun at Warners, with | stricken ill in her office last Tuesday 
| and had to be removed to her hotel. 


Anita Louise has the femme lead; | She is suffering from quinsy, but is 


| James Stephenson 


and Roselle 'expected back reviewing in a few 
| Towne in featured spots. 


days. 
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from abroad is covered in the radio 
section. 

A dispatch, in the radio section, 
also treats with Washington’s pos- 
sible radio reaction if a diplomatic 
crisis, or possibility of political em- 
barrassment, should eventuate. The 
capital’s stations are on a 24-hour 
‘emergency basis.’ 

As for live talent, that’s always 
a hazard. Already acts are looking 
askance at Paris and London book- 
ings for this fall. 

Fair Optimistic 

Threat of general European war or 
actual outbreak of hostilities will not 
interfere with opening of New York 
World’s Fair next year, it is indi- 
cated at exposition headquarters this 
week. Fair Officials also are en- 
couraged by the optimistic expres- 
sions of opinion by various World 
Fair Commissioners, from the differ- 
ent foreign nations, now in New 
York supervising construction and 
exhibit activities. 

There are now 2‘ foreign nations 
signed up for participation which 
have made appropriations of coin for 
buildings and opening of their coun- 
try’s exhibit at the New York show. 
These also have commissioners on 
the ground looking after details con- 
nected with the exhibits. Much of the 
coin committment has already been 
paid in. 

Although admitting that any wide- 
spread warfare in Europe might 
temporarily cripple plans for sperat- 
ing these various nationalistic ex- 
hibits, N. Y. expo officials anticipate 
no difficulty in going forward with 
any of them. Actual operation of 
different European exhibits, if hamp- 
ered by any lack of financing, prob- 
ably would be handled by nationals 
of the countries involved now living 
in the U. S. 

Attendance from European coun- 
tries doubtlessly would be cut to a 
minimum by a European war but 
this is estimated to be negligible in 
comparison with the 60,000,000 gate 
anticipated the first year of the fair’s 
operation. 

Construction work at the fair has 
increased more than 55% in recent 
weeks as compared with three 
months ago. Work is nearly com- 
pleted on the IRT-BMT station near 
the Willets Point entrance to the 
Fair grounds, as is the station of the 
Independent subway line near the 
amusement zone gate. Long Island 
railroad has finished framework of 
large new station, equipped to han- 
dle six tracks, situated near the Ad- 
ministration Building and the struc- 
ture housing the advertising-public- 
ity department, postoffice and U.. S. 
customs department. 

Newsreels’ Spot 

Critical nature of Czechoslovakian 
situation was felt by the newsreels 
with headquarters in New York City 
because of heavy censorship clamped 
down by Czech government. They 
were apprised of the fact that phone 
calls were being tapped, and wire 
and radio messages carefully looked 
over, Many reels are counting on 
coverage by their correspondents out 
of the French headquarters in Paris. 
Most newsreels were told of devel- 
opments only when word was re- 
ceived that certain footage had been 
placed on boats bound for U.S. 

French officials have withdrawn 
from all cinemas in France the issue 
of ‘March of Time’ dealing with the 
Czechoslovakian crisis. Louis de 
Rochemont, M. of T. producer, at- 
tributed action in France to protests 
lodged by German officials. Release 
was not touched in England. 

American reps for Paris and Lon- 
don newspapers, heading home on 
annual confabs, don’t know whether 
to place their affairs in shape, in case 
of war, or not. 

A few of them are doing so, since 
they're English or Frenchmen, and 
likely to be mustered into service. 





London’s Bog-Down 
London, Sept. 20. 

The European war scare has sent 
London's West End legit tumbling to 
its lowest depth in five years, barely 
five shows weathering the storm with 
Some profit out of the two score cur- 
rently on the boards. 

Even the film attendance has been 
hard hit, most notable of the skidders 
being ‘Rage of Paris’ (RKO), which 
was expected to do $20,000 during 
the past week at the Leicester 
Square after big biz at the opening, 
but prabably ended with half that. 

Golden Boy,’ whose New York 
Company opened at the St. James 
June 21, to be followed subsequently 
by another Gotham troupe, when the 


original was sent back to the States 
for road commitments, has been feel- 
ing the jitters. Show, which had 
been doing excellent b.o., is now due 
to fold Saturday (24) under a pro- 
visional notice. 

After receiving mostly uncompli- 
mentary notices following its open- 
ing at the New on Sept. 7, ‘Can We 
Tell?’ with Edna Best and Jack Haw- 
kins, folds Saturday (24). 

The new Jack Walier-Bobby Howes 
musical, now trying out in Glasgow, 
due at the Adelphi here tonight (20), 
has been postponed for nine days 
due to the Continent’s changing 
scene. Gertrude Niesen is also among 
the featured performers. 

‘Serena Blandish,’ S. N. Behrman’s 
play from the novel of the same 
name, featuring Vivien Leigh, opened 
at the Gate theatre Sept. 13 and 
showed itself to be outmoded. 

Dodie Smith’s new play, ‘Dear Oc- 
topus,’ with John Gielgud, Marie 
Tempest, Valerie Taylor and Leon 
Quartermaine, was well received at 
its opening last Wednesday (14) at 
the Queen’s theatre. It’s a delightful 
story of a family dominated by a 
matriarch (Miss Tempest), with 
clever character drawings, but un- 
original plot. Mazo de la Roche’s 
‘Jalna,’ prize novel of several years 
ago, and her play, ‘Whiteoaks,’ pro- 
duced on Broadway and in London 
within the past year, had similar 
themes. 

At Her Majesty’s, ‘Paprika,’ beau- 
tifully caparisoned musical, opening 
Thursday (15), showed itself to pos- 
sess most of the ingredients for suc- 
cessful musicals, but criticisms were 
mixed at the preem. 

Ivor Novello in Shakespeare’s 
‘Henry V’ opened at the Drury Lane 
theatre Sept. 17. Magnificent pro- 
duction was well received. 


Tin Pan Alley Feels It 


The war scare is also cutting into 
tin pan alley. British music pub- 
lishers refuse to give any advance 
sums now for American songs and 
songwriters, on the theory there’s 
no telling what a war would pre- 
cipitate in their own business. (What, 
no ‘war’ or ‘peace’ songs.) 





War Pic Bally 


Indianapolis, Sept. 20. 

With war in Europe making the 
headlines, Rex Carr, manager of the 
Cozy, downtown second-run house, 
has jumped on the bandwagon with 
current booking of Hendrik Willem 
Van Loon’s ‘The Fight for Peace.’ 
Pic, which is an indictment of war, 
nevertheless garners the shekels of 


Kai-shek, Anthony Eden, Goebbels, 
the war-minded, picturing Hitler, 
et al. 

Front of house Is decorated with 
blowups showing men in trenches 
and other shots of martial conflict. 





Anything for a Plug 


Denver, Sept. 20. 

After screening the latest March 
of Time—‘Prelude to War’—Mickey 
Gross, Orpheum manager, became 
worried for fear the war in Europe 
might break out before he could 
show the short. So, believing he 
should do what he could to get Der 
Fuehrer to hold off as long as pos- 
sible, he cabled Hitler: 


starting Sept. 71. 


you to refrain from any invasion un- 
til this subject has had its run here. 
Mickey Gross, manager.’ 





Upstate N. Y. Foreclosures 








Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 20. 
| Schine-Riviera Corp. of Glovers- 
| ville gained title to the Riviera here 
| Thursday (15) for $120,000 at a fore- 
| closure sale. The corporation was 
| the only bidder and the amount was 
| the minimum set by the Court for 
‘sale clear of all liens. Fulton County 
| National Bank & Trust Co. brought 
ithe action against the Rochester- 
| Riviera Corp., also a Schine com- 
| pany. 

| East Side Savings Bank of Roch- 
ester took title to the site of the for- 
|'mer Victoria theatre with a nominal 
bid of $10,000. The bank had brought 
| foreclosure proceedings against the 


Mussolini, Hirohito, Franco, Chiang | 


ithe exchange by exhibs. 








;tury. John J. Friedl, Paramount cir- | 


‘RKO Orpheum theatre, Denver, | the ‘summer’ cut. 
Colo., shows the new March of Time ever, 
Subject is about ‘Jater.’ 
the important question, ‘Will Czecho- | 
slovakia Survive?’ We earnestly ask | protested against the admission price | 


| 


j 


| 


Rooney Reissues 





Minneapolis, Sept. 20. 

Everybody’s doing it here- 
abouts—replaying the Andy 
Hardy pictures in order to cash 
in on the sudden Mickey 
Rooney vogue and the boost 
given the series by ‘Love Finds 
Andy Hardy,’ latest in the 
series. 

In Minneapolis currently two 
loop subsequent run houses and 
a half dozen neighborhood 
houses are running reissues of 
the earlier Hardy films. 


UA Withdrawal 
Of Six Pix Ires 
Philly Exhibs 

















Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 
Exhibs here are up in arms against 
United Artists with receipt of reg- | 
istered letters announcing that the | 
distrib had yanked out of release six 
pictures which were promised. Films | 
were removed from the list under | 
terms of a clause in the contract | 
which says the company doesn’t have 
to deliver any pictures which aren’t 
delivered by Sept. 15. 
Inasmuch as UA is asking more | 
percentage deals for next season, it | 
is far from in the good graces of | 
exhibs anyway. New action is| 
deemed a last straw. A year ago it | 
would probably have resulted in | 
some plain and fancy boycotting of 
Today, 
however, the exhib organization, | 
United Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers, is split by internal strife and | 
there is no sort of action possible. | 
Execs are even fearful of calling a/| 
meeting because of the explosion | 
that may occur on the floor. | 
Another thing that is saving UA! 
from exhib reprisals is the personal | 
popularity of George J. Schaefer, | 
sales manager. Despite the fact that | 
most exhibs are peeved at the ex- | 
change, they are very fond of and | 
get along well with Schaefer. 
Indies all assert they are certain 
of UA reason for failing to deliver | 
the six films. They claim these pix 
are now being sold at flat rental and 
the object is to resell them next sea- ! 
son on a percentage. They consider | 
that UA has backed out of the deal 
it has made with them and is unfair. 
Pix named in the letter are ‘The 
Lady and the Cowboy’ Over the 
Moon,” ‘Four Feathers,’ ‘Mutiny in 
the Mountains’ and two unnamed 
Selznick films. 


MPLS. LOOP REMAINING 
40c, THE ‘SUMMER’ B.0. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 20. 

Summer reduced prices of 40c. top | 
for first-runs downtown apparently | 
are to remain in effect during the | 
fall and winter season which has | 
started with the scale remaining un- | 
changed at the three leading loop | 
houses, the State, Orpheum and Cen- 








cuit general manager, says he has no 
plans at present for putting the top | 
back up to 55c, where it was before | 
He asserts, how- 
they may be raised again 


| 


Twin City independent exhibitors | 


cut when it was made. Their com- 
plaint, however, was to no avail. 

For stage shows plus films at the 
Orpheum the ante is always raised | 
to 55c after 5 p. m., with such special 
attractions as Rudy Vallee and Benny | 


| Goodman, for example, commanding 
60c. 





2 Pa. Burgs Get Cinemas, | 


Now Must Vote Sun. OK 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 13. 
Two nabe municipalities here, Mt. 
Lebanon and Edgewood, which have 


| never voted on Sunday film question 


simply because there was no theatres 
in those districts, will go to the polls 


| in November to vote on the seven- 


| Auditorium Theatre Corp. on a $300,- th 
‘a fairly comfortable majority. 


000 mortgage executed in 1925. 


day week. 
Since last election, Harris Amus. | 
Co. has opened the Denis in Mt. Le- 
banon and indie exhibs Mike Shapiro 
and Archie Fineman have launched 
the Regent Square in Edgewood. 
Drives already under way to get the 
vote out and indications point to the 
measure carrying in both places by 


|ened about 9 o’clock every night, 
|when the first of the evening’s bomb- | 


Dick Watts Found War-Torn Spain 
And China Partial to War Films 





Despite nightly air raids and fre- | 
quent artillery bombardments, show 
business in the war-torn areas of | 
Spain and China continues virtually 
uninterrupted. That report is 
brought back by Richard Watts, Jr., | 
New York Herald-Tribune drama 
critic, who recently returned from a | 
trip around the world. He attended | 
both films and legit shows in Madrid, 
Barcelona, Valencia and Hankow. 

Watts was gone about three 
months. He flew into Loyalist Spain 
and left on a British warship with- 
out getting into Rebel territory. He 
flew from Marseilles to Calcutta, 
where he spent a week; then planed 
to China, visiting Hankow, Hong- 
kong and Canton. Returned to the 
U. S. via the Clipper, stopping in 
Manila for a day and a half. He 
saw some actual fighting in Spain, 
but didn’t get near the front in| 
China. | 

According to Watts, audiences still | 
crowd picture houses in the besieged 
cities of Spain and China. Madrid 
is comparatively quiet, he found, but 
Valencia and Barcelona are being 
battered almost constantly by air 
raids. The cities are entirely dark- 


ings are expected. People on the 
streets after dark must make their 
way by flashlight. 

No theatres or public places are 
open at night in the besieged Span- | 
ish cities, but film houses begin 
their programs early in the after- 
noon and continue as long as the 
light lasts. Pictures are mostly | 
oldies, and Watts saw the same fea- | 
tures this trip that he saw in Spain | 
a year ago. 

Admission is the equivalent of 
about 20c. in U. S. money and the 
same is true in China. Both in 
Spain and China there are many 
legit theatres open, offering princi- 
pally propaganda, recruiting and 
similar war plays. Native play- 
wrights in the two countries are 
active, but are turning out only the | 
topical works. 


|staged by 
dressed young man. 


a whole much more closely united 
than on his last trip there two years 
ago. There is wide variance in 
morale, he noted. In some placgs the 
people are wildly enthusiastic and 
determined, while in others there is 
despair. The Chinese government 
and army officials he talked to were 
of a single mind, however. All agree 
they will win if they can only hold 
out another year against the Japs. 
And all declare their determination 
to do so. 





OTH STICKUP 


IN PITT BELT 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 20. 





Wave of theatre stickups here, 
which has reached proportions of 
epidemic recently, continued last 


week when a lone bandit pushed a 
gun in face of cashier at Garden, 


|nabe house on Northside, and made 
|}away with $80 in cash. 


It’s the 10th reported burglary in 
this section in lest couple of months, 
all of them believed to have been 
same robber, a_ well- 
Authorities 
have strengthened police protection 
in areas where theatres are thickest 
but without results so far. 


‘Girl . Fishbow? 
Goes Santa Claus 
As a Holiday Gag 


_—-+--—--. 


Yermi Stern, operator of the de- 
funct Casino de Paree, first of the 
elaborate theatre-cabarets in the 
Broadway sector, and Mike Todd, 
Chicago-New York producer, are 
promoting a ‘Cute Kris Kringle’ gim- 


| mick as a trade-hypo for department 
Kidding the Screen — 
Film audiences in both Spain and en eee pirene nye Aes yi de 
China seem to prefer ~’ar pictures, | [. ree . 
‘ tied up, plus several theatres. 
Watts observed, particularly those | “ “cris Kringle’ idea is basically the 
showing plane battles and air raids. | pir] in the fishbowl.’ a live person 
However, they take the air raid londunad: ° te sadenidhe proportions, 
sequences as a joke, because they | tough Stern and Todd deny it’s done 
have’all learned the proper way to! 


seek safety from bombs and are 
amused at the ludicri us actions of 
the film characters. They usually 
laugh and shout instructions to the 
people in the picture, Watts said. 
Legit acting in the Chinese thea- 
tres has largely goiter away from 
the old formalized technique of the 


with mirrors. 
| in a doll’s house, with a phone on the 


‘Kringle’ is ensconsed 


outside permitting the kiddies to talk 
to Santa. It’s being leased to stores 
and theatres for the five-week Xmas 
shopping period beginning Thanks- 
giving Day at $600 for the term. 
Theatres thus far tied up are the 


Fox, Detroit; Riverside, Milwaukee; 
Hippodrome, Baltimore: Pickwick, 
Greenwich, Conn., and Palace, Stam- 
ford, Conn. A deal is also in nego- 
tiation with Balaban & Katz, I. & I. 
(IHinois & Indiana) and Kincey-Wil- 
by chains. 


MULTI-PRINTS FROM 


traditional Chinese t! eatre, Watts 
noted. He attributes that to the 
effect of U. S. films as well as to the 
fact that productions on war sub- 
jects and other current themes re- 
quire naturalistic acting. Produc- 
tions in both Spain and China are 
simple and require little expense. 
The critic saw several native Chi- | 
nese films, but nOne was good. He 
didn’t attend any films in India, COLOR NEW PROCESS 
althou;h there is some production ’ 
there as well. He saw about 20 | 
films during the trip, one of which,| Sound Masters, New York com- 
Deanna Durbin’s ‘Mad About Music,’ | pany, has developed a system for de- 
he witnessed twice. Tourists rarely _ veloping motion picture stock where- 
shop for pictures in the Far East, by any number of positive prints can 
he explained, but just go to see. be taken from a 16-millimeter color 
whatever happens to be playing. | stock. Reported to be about 80% as 
Night Life | good as the original color negative. 











| says, and only the English residents 


There is virtually no night life in | 


ger from air raids prevents lighting, 
so nearly everyoné stays at home at 
night, he explained. There is plenty | 
of drinking in the besieged Spanish | 
cities, with an ample supply of whis- 
key remaining of that left behind | 
when hostilities drove away the for- 
eign colony. 

Watts didn’t see any night clubs or 
cabarets in India. Prohibition is | 
gaining ground rapidly there, he'| 


drink. They go in for gin during | 
the day and switch to scotch in the 
evening. The only legit theatres in 
India are the amateur outfits com- 
posed of Envlish residents giving 
Noel Coward and similar plays. 


| Watts visited a few of the remaining 


cabarets in Hankow, but found them 
pretty desolate affairs. The only 
hostesses still there are a few be- 
dragglied white Russians, all the 
passably good-looking women having | 
long since gone. There is little en- 
tertainment, but the usual amount of 
drinking. 

Watts found the Chinese people as 


| tive prints. 


Heretofore, experts claimed that only 


| any of the cities Watts visited. Dan- | 42 few prints could be obtained from 


color stock such as Kodachrome. 

In the trade, the next development 
anticipated by independent research 
labs is the perfection of a 35-mm. 
color stock adequate to handle the 
reproduction of any number of posi- 
Saving on such would 
be tremendous if it is found feasible 
on a big scale. 


$55,000 Blaze 


Regina, Sask.. Sopt. 20. 

Causing $65,090 loss, Rex theatre 
burned down just after midnight 
Friday (16). Short circuit in ven- 
tilating equipment motor blamed. 
Steve Margo, caretaker, narrowly 
escaped death by suffocation as he 
was asleep in his quarters on the 
second floor front when aroused by 
Marcus Bloom, manager, who was 
called by friends. 

Film house, built in 1912, was 
owned by W. W. Armstrong and J. 
Watson and operated by H. A. Ber- 
covich. It was fully insured. Ques 
tion of rebuilding undecided. 
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Barnstorming 


Continuing its practice of preem- 
ing shows at one night stands, Para- 
mount booked its ‘Sons of the Le- 
gion’ into the Orpheum, Phoenix, 
Ariz., to catch the Legionnaires be- 
fore they hit Los Angeles, where the 
feature went to regular show during 
the convention there. Jack Daily, of 
the studio publicity staff, went down 
to help Harry Nace put it over. — 

Plenty of Legion _ delegations 
stopped over in Phoenix on their 
way to the convention city, :nd it 
was figured that these would carry 
the word to their fellows, who ar- 
rived by other routes. 

Special screenings were arranged 
for various delegations as well as 
Fred Blair Townsend, the 

resident, the women’s auxilaries 
eaders and others. Sent them on 
their way pretty well primed to be 
boosters. Chamber of Commerce 
distributed 25,000 maps of Phoenix 
and adjacent territory, all imprinted 
with an ad for the picture, and the 
supply was none too large. 

Daily addressed the local post and 
they attended in a body, and the 
opening night the local Sons of the 
Legion paraded to the theatre. Local 
merchants co-operated with window 
displays, and the towners were 
pretty well sold, too, which was 
where the real profit came from. 

In Los Angeles, at the showing 
there, the Paramount players made 
personal appearances at different 
performances, with a special stunt 
worked the day before the vpening 
with Martha Raye as m.c. 


Marionettes for Marie 


Use of M-G-M’s motorized stage 
and marionettes in Norfolk proved 
to be first-rate buildup for the pres- 
entation of ‘Marie Antoinette’ at 
Loew’s State, beginning Sept. 9. One 
of Norfolk’s automobile dealers took 
advantage of the arrival of the 
marionettes to have a kid show at 
his plant Saturday paving the way 
for good attendance during the last 
few days. 

Historical interest of film was 
played up by Roger Drissell, megr., 
as the flicker opened the same day 
as the city schools. This brought 
many of the youngsters to the show. 





Quiz for Relief 
The Movie Quiz got newspage 
publicity in Wilmington, Del. when 
Councilman John J. Anderson, at a 





national | 


meeting of the city cuuncil, urged all 
council members to try to win prizes 
in the Quiz. 

Let’s all go ‘to the movies and 
enier the contest. If any member 
of council wins a prize it should 
be turned over to the relief funds 
for needy families in Wilmington,’ 
he suggested. 


Bad Boy Letters 


Lester Pollock, of Loew's Roch-| 
ester, dickered with the Evening | 
News to have one of its special writ- | 
ers interview Father Flanagan on| 
‘Boys Town,’ about to open at his 
house. Dorothy Krause was on the 
question end. The Nebraska priest} 
said it was the first request for a| 








whom carried out instructions to call 
attention of every reader to the ad. 

Salmon angle opened the way to 
tie-uy with town’s Safeway stores 
netting some forty-eight window dis- 
plays selling the stores’ canned fish 
and the theatre's aitraction. 

Through the author, Willoughby, 
of the book the libraries, bookstores 
and rental libraries were brought 
in. Zigmund distributed book marks 
to all town’s book agencies gaining 
several window and counter dis- 
plays. 

Picture was also built with four 
weeks of screen plugs, a frame in the 
fall announcement reel, a shot in the 
news three weeks previous to show- 
ing, a ten minute short on salmon 
two weeks in advance and the reg- 
ular trailer. 

Picture held out twelve days. 


With Trimmings 
Camden, N. J. | 
Joseph Murdock, manager of the} 


telephone interview he had received.| Stanley Theatre here, set the local | 
He made good copy and drew nearly | papas and m.umas to counting their | 


a column. 


| chicks, when he announced recently 


Pollock also started a contest for |that the largest family living in Cam- 
the best 100-word letter on bad boys| den or vicinity presenting itself to 


along the general lines, ‘Is a boy 
bad because he never had a chance?’ | 
That got a couple of three column | 
cuts. Prizes were %15 and 50 pairs 
of guest tickets. Made a strong ap- 
peal to the mothers, and they came 
in pronto. Gave most of them a yen 
to see the picture. That’s good any- 
where, 


Albany Advice 





Albany, N. Y. 

An Advice to the Lovelorn contest, | 
in which entrants recommended to | 
the heroine which of the trio of| 
suitors in ‘Three Loves Has Nancy’ 
she should accept, was conducted by 
Hearst’s Times Union and Fabian’s | 
Palace, as a buildup for the picture | 
starring Janet Gaynor. 

The better competitors imitated 
the type of correspondence made fa- 
mous by Beatrice Fairfax et al., the 
greater was their chance of winning 
a prize. There were three cash 
awards, $10, $5 and $2, respectively, 
and 50 pairs of guest tickets for the 
next best communications. Epistles | 
could not exceed 1C0 words. 





Sold on Salmon 


Kansas City. 

‘Spawn of the North’ gave Jerry 
Zigmund, manager of the Newman, 
an opportunity for some unusual tie- 
ups and he cashed in on them. A 
national double truck in the Sateve 
Post provided the basis of his cam- 
paign, tying in with 10,000 copies 








distributed here. Zigmund partied 
the mag’s circulation boys each of | 























This Year, Let Your 
NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE 
Bring Hope and Life 


Messages of love, peqce and hope from 
America this Rosh Hashonah will bring 


gladness to many. 


them new comfort. 








low cost of: 











A cable-message from you to your loved 
ones abroad, during the holiday season 
will add meaning to their prayers and give 


Your relatives and friends in this country, 
too, will find added strength and hope in 
your New Year's greetings delivered on 
decorative telegraph blanks. 


Your cable messages via Commercial 
Cables will be delivered at the exceedingly 


Only $1.00 Per Cable Message to 


Many European Countries 


Your choice of a number of greeting messages 
in various languages. 


Also special letter service to Palestine and other 
countries at one-third of the ordinary rate. 


Telegrams throughout the United States 
Only 25c and Locally 20ec 


Make a list now of the persons you wish to greet. 
telephone operator for Postal 
message will be charged to your telephone bill, 


Postal Telegraph 


Ask the 


Telegraph. later, the 


Pay 
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him for official counting would be 
in line for an evening's entertain- 
ment, including dinner, moving pic-| 
ture, and night club. Murdock’s an- 
nouncement was by way of exploita- 
tion for the picture, ‘Love Finds 
Andy Hardy,’ then current. Offer 
had the town agog, with many re- 
gretting that they hadn’t been on 
more intimate terms with the stork. 

As another angle on the same pic-| 
ture, Manager Murdock, a leading 
business man in Camden, got Mayor 
Brunner to issue a proc!amation set- 
ting aside the week of the picture’s 
run as a sort of family week, and 
suggesting that his subjects pay 4 


| visit to the Stanley theatre to see the 


picture. Film was referred to as a 
model of ‘one big happy family.’ 





Dance Ciass Again 


Detroit. 

Five United Detroit nabes have re- | 
vived classes in dancing for kids on 
Saturday mornings. 

Miniature Fred Astaires will be in- 
structed this year by Roth and Ber- 
dun, w.k. terp teachers. Age limits 
are 5 to 16 years. 

Idea is for juves to attend dance 
classes and then stick for special 
cartoon show in addition to regular 
two features. Houses participating 
in stunt art the Annex, Alger, Ra- 
mona, Regent and Northwest, 


Kid Officials 


Syracuse. 
Frank Murphy, manager of Syra- 
cuse Loew’s house, scored a ten- 
strike with Boy Town exploitation. 
He organized kid election in one of 





| the larger high schools during which 
|the students selected a boy mayor, 





| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


boy chief of police, etc. 

Then he recruited aid of City Hall 
officials to to let the boys ‘run’ the 
city for a couple of hours. Local 
papers gave stunt quite a play with 
pix and stories. 


STUDIO CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
Warners signed Irene Rhodes to 
player contract. 
Lenore Coffee inked writer pact at 
20th-Fox. 





RKO contracted Lorna Lynn, 
moppet. 
- Mary Alice Wrixon signed to 


player deal by Warners. 

Dorothy Arnold, singer, pacted by 
Universal. 

Paramount picked up Tito Guizar’s 
option. 

Edward Small signed Grant A. 
Whytock as production assistant. 

Carles Linton Tedford inked 
writer pact at Warners. 

Warners pacted E. A. Dupont as 
director. 

George Bricker inked writer con- 


'tract at 20th-Fox. 





| 


j 
| 
| 


| 
| 


Columbia signed Gordon Elliott to 
player contract. 

Warners signed Larry Cruikshank 
as junior writer. 

Donald Ogden Stewart inked new 
writing deal at Met-o. 

Metro renewed Eddie Buzzell’s di- 
rector contract. 

Nat Ferber inked writer pact at 
20th-Fox. 

Paramount picked up Tito Guizar’s 
player option. 

John Payne’s player option lifted 


| at Warners. 


Metro renewed Sam Zimbalist’s 
producer ticket. 

Paramount hoisted Bob  Burn’s 
player option for another year. 

at signed Johnny Walsh, mop- 
pet. 

Andy Devine’s actor pact renewed 
for another year by Universal. 

Metro signed Edith Fitzgerald and 


| Charles Lederer to writer pacts. 


Bill Lewis inked an assistant direc- 
tor contract at Metro. 

Hal Roach iianded Mickey Novek 
a writer’s ticket. 

Warners handed John Langan a 
new contract as dialog director. 

Edward Small signed Bill Wallace, 
cameraman. 

Paramount renewed John How-)| 
ard’s player contract. 

Metro signed E. Lloyd Sheldon to} 


| two-picture deal as~producer. 


Herb Polesie inked producer ticket 


at Universal. 


Warners renewed Robert Haas’ art 


|New Philadelphia. 





direcior contract. 


rank Perkins inked a new oust 


as music arranger at Warners, 


———aa 


Theatres—Exchanges 





Denver. 
Bradley Fish, recently Grand Na- 
tional exchange manager in San 
Francisco, placed in charged of the 
Denver and Salt Lake territories, 
succeeding C. L. Wheaton. 





An.bridge, Pa. 

H. H. Kendrick appointed Warner 
Bros. city manager here in charge 
of Ambridge aid Prince theatres. 
He comes from Pittsburgh. where he 
was manager cf we Enright. 





Philadelphia. 


Mark Rubinsky, operator of the 


Lyric, Williamstown, Pa., has taken | 


over the New Philadelphia theatre, 
House has been 
for several years, with 
dependent on weekly church 


shuttered 
town 
shows. 

Columbia exchange moved over 
the week end into the new two-story 
building erected for it next to its 
present location on film lane. Site 
formerly occupied by Grand National 
and Republic. Republic to build now 
on former Columbia site. 

Sam Waldman has sold his lease on 
the Lorraine theatre to an undis- 
closed purchaser from Harrisburg. 
Waldman has operated 500-seater for 
about two years. 

Lewen Pizor will open his rebuilt 
Tioga theatre tonight (Wednesday). 
He will cut the tape on his new 
Chelten on Sept. 9. 





Pittsburgh. 


Joe Saliski named manager of Gau- | 


mont-British exchange here. He re- 
placed Mark Goldman, who will head 
local Monogram office. 

Two former Warner managers in 
Harry Kalmine’s district back in fold 
again. Joe Blowitz to Capitol in 
Steubenville, O., succeeding Harry 
Gans, resigned, and Harry Kendrick, 
formerly at the Enright, has been 
spotted at the Warner house in Am- 
bridge, Pa., replacing Bill Goldman. 

Upon return of George Tyson, who 
has been summering in Atlantic City 
as director of beauty pageant, to his 
p.a. duties with Harris Amusement 
Co., Ken Hoel, publicity sub for three 
months, becomes manager of Harris- 
Libertq. Move sends Earle Bailey to 
Warren. Pa., with Les Bowser com- 
ing in from Warner to manage new- 
est Harris house, Perry, on Northside. 
Don Stitt transferred by same outfit 
to Jeanette, Pa. 

Forrest theatre, Treverton, Pa., has 
been purchased by Peter Magazzu 
from Walter Rogers. Name of the 
300-seater has been changed to the 
Ritz. Magazzu owns a string of seven 
other houses. 





Los Angeles. 
Fox West-Coast opened two more 
houses, the Fox, 1,91l-seater, in San 








Bernardino, dark for six years, and 
the Gentry, new 1,000-seater in L. A, 

Bill Bennett is back in show biz 
as president of Theatre Productions, 
Inc., northern California subsidiary 
of Fanchon & Marco. He will also 
represent F&M in Oregon and Wash. 
ington. 





; Seattle. 
Sterling Chain (Danz) reopening 
Star, with Bill Fisher as manager, 


Hugh Beckett, repping Metropolitan 
Bldg. Corp., is new manager of Met- 


ropolitan (legit) theatre, with Al 
Wilson treasurer and F,. J. McFar- 
land advertising. House lights for 
week Sept. 12 with ‘Pins and 
Needles.’ 

Omaha. 


Hymie Novitsky, Republic Pictures 
Midwest co-franchise holder, has 
sold his interests to his co-partners, 
Harry Warren and Elmer Tilton, 
both of Des Moines. 

Randall Mcllvaine, assistant man- 
ager at the Orpheum theatre, New 
Orleans, has returned to the Brandeis 
as assistant manager, replacing John 
Quinlan. 

Warren G. Hall and James Walker 
will build a new 300-seat theatre at 
Burwell, Neb., starting at once. 





Charlotte, N. C. 
Plans for immediate construction 
of a new neighborhood theatre in 
Charlotte have been announced by 
H. F. Kincey, president of the North 
Carolina Theatres, Inc. 
Spartanburg, S. C. 
Piedmont Theatre Corp. chartered 





to operate Carolina houses. A. F. 
Sams and LeRoy Sams, Winston- 
Salem, and J. B. Sams, Bluefield, 


Va., incorporators, 

Fred Reid, Criterion manager here, 
transferred hy Wilby-Kincey to their 
Hendersonville, N. C., State as man- 


ager. Paul Ballenger in charge of 
Criterion, dark for hot season ex- 


cept weekends. 

Dave Garvin, Jr., promoted to as- 
sistant manager at Carolina, top 
local Wilby-Kincey house, replacing 
Bill Nelson, granted leave to con- 
tinue medical studies in Phila- 
delphia. 





Pittsfield, Mass. 
A new theatre with a seating ca- 
pacity of 650 will be constructed 
here this fall, according to an an- 
nouncement by F. N. Hemenway of 
New Bedford. 





New Philadelphia, O. 
Shea Theatre Corp., New York, 
has acquired a downtown site here, 
and will start erection soon after 
the first on a movie theatre. 
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THEY’LL REALLY GET TOUGH 

Humphrey Bogart shares top spot 
with the Dead End Kids in ‘Gutter- 
snipes,’ a tale of newspaper circula- 
tion. 
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Starts 
Thurs. “Too Hot to Handle” 


Now—Spencer Tracy-Mickey 


Rooney, “BOYS TOWN.” 
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Film Reviews 





~ BLACK BANDIT 


(Continued from page 13) 





of dozens of other flicks and no par- 
ticular click among them. 

Photography is very good through- 
out, with exception of one ‘scene in 
which a couple of horses fight, ob- 
viously a library shot used several 
years ago and dated by its fogginess. 
Technical side ranks it far above the 
normal western in all departments. 

Joseph West's original occupies 
Baker with being a good twin and a 
bad one, separated in their youth to 
come together at maturity, one the 
sheriff and about to marry _ the 
daughter of the community’s No, 1 
citizen, and the other a murderous 
outlaw with a price on his noggin. 
After being a bum one all his life, 
the ‘black bandit’ twin finally shows 
a glimmer of righteousness and gets 
his brother out of the pinch at the 
cost of his own life. 

Baker’s no prairie Alfred Lunt, 
hence his performance is trite and 
expressionless, and Marjorie Rey- 
nolds, the rancher’s daughter, has all 
the appearances of virtue desired. 
Her part amounts to flickering an 
eyelash and lasts approximately that 
long on the screen. Hal Taliaferro, 
Jack Rockwell, Glenn Strange and 


Carelton Young are all that’s ex- 
pected of them. 
Baker’s forte is the small town 


theatre on week-ends, and now that 
school’s on, booking will find him 
treated on Saturdays. The juve trade 
will like ‘Black Bandit’ up to the 
14-year-old mentality. Above that 
the appreciation curve will take a 
sharp drop. Barn. 


MOTHER AND SONS 


(RUSSIAN-MADE) 


Amkino release of Mosfilm production. 
Features EF. Korchagina-Alexandroyskaya, 
S. M. Ostroumov, V. R. Soloviev, A. T. 
Zudov, N. Y. Sanov and L, A. Kaliuzh- 
naya, Directed by V. Pudovkin, Story 
and adaptation, Natan Karkhi; photog- 
raphy, A. D. Galonie. At Cameo, N. Y., 
week Sept. 15, '38, dual, Running time, 81 
mins, 

Mother,...... Korchagina-Alexandrovskaya 
EAMIBOV i sc ccc dcctseeeccsthste mee Geereumoy 
BEMMPalu. ....ccccedcvcccsceces Vv. R. Soloviev 
Gudiashvill. .cccccceccosecceccclte Mao BOMOY 
POrelov..cccceccdiescccsccesed A, V. Grechani 
ge SEPP ETTETEL TT ddevessceed A. T. Zubov 
Fomin .cccccccccs eeseceseces L. I. Liashenko 
Timm. .ccccccccesccccess® L. A. Kaliuzhnaya 
Wis 640 seteeatadabeaenaee™ Z. A, Karpova 


(In Russian; with English Titles) 

Propagandic as all Russian films 
are, this one seeks to boast about 
numerous things, but in particular 
about what the Soviet is doing in 
the air. As entertainment, it is only 
for those who think in terms of 
U.S.R.R. supremacy, the Five-Year 
Plan and the bad odor of capitalism. 
One of its boasts is that the brother 
fliers and others who are exag- 
gerated heroes of the film ‘come 
from ordinary mothers.’ A bit of 
pithy dialog, which, if spoken in 
American film would sound funny, is 
the remark, ‘What a flier. Other 
lines similarly point to supposed 
miracles of Moscow and vicinity. 

A non-stop world flight in which 
speed and distance records are shat- 
tered shortly before the plane is 
lost, its men later to be discovered 
by another intrepid flier, forms the 
basis for the slow and generally 
tiresome series of events pictured. 
Details in connection with prepara- 
tions for the takeoff, the stress laid 
on the engineering skill developed in 
the Soviet, the radio contacting on 
the world flight and other things 
taken elsewhere as a matter of 
course ordinarily, clutter up the 
footage. - 

The flying field head’s office sug- 
gests capitalistic luxury, as does the 
chauffeured Lincoln that is used. 
That kind of propaganda might be 
considered bad; it isn’t peasantry 
enough, although everything else 
about the film is strictly proletarian. 

Brightest performance is done by 
E. Korchagina-Alexandrovskaya (try 
to put that on a marquee), as the 
mother of two lads who are ambi- 
tious to be air heroes and seem to 
achieve that with the scenarist, di- 
rector, producer, etc. The others do 
not show much, and the English 
titles are only fair. Photography 
8enerally good. Char. 


VEERTIG JAREN 


(‘Forty Years’) 


(DUTCH-MADE) 
The Hague, Sept. 10. 
Loet (. Barnstijn release of Gus Ostwalt 
Production, by a special national committee. 
Features Cees Laseur, Lily Bouwmeester, 
Matthieu van Eysden and Ank van der 
Moer, Directed by Edmond T. Greville. 
Story, Ben van Eysselsteyn; screenplay, 
Van Eysselsteyn and Greville; editor, Jan 
Teunissen; camera, Otto Heller. Reviewed 
od Filmstad, The Hague. Running time, 84 
nina 
Rolf van Meerle........0.sc00: Cees Laseur 
Annet je Maasdonk........ Lily Bouwmeester 
Frans Maasdonk......Matthieu van Eysden 
Eline Verhulst..........4 Ank van der Moer 
- i ae Se, | eT Adolphe Engers 
Wim Maasdonk.......... Paul Steenbergen 
Dick Maasdonk 
: Cor van der Lugt Melsert Mzn. 
Heattic oo. oo... ..ccscceescee- Martha Posno 
Lily o6n 0 cvbeeds Ubeus oéehses een were 


g rhis Dutch film, produced under 
us Ostwalt, on the occasion of the 
40th anniversary of the reign of 


Queen Wilhelmina, of the Nether- 
lands, is undoubtedly the biggest 
cinematographical event in the 
history of the Dutch trade. Fifty-two 
prints were released yesterday (2). 
Till now the biggest number of 
prints of one picture circulating in 
the country was 16 (the first home- 
made, ‘De Jantjes’). All the leading 
theatres in the kéy theatres are 
exhibiting the film and big boxoffices 
are expected, 

Biggest difficulty lay in putting the 
40-year period into film due to the 
many historical events 








‘trying to forget, ‘SOS Sahara’ pos- 


during the | 
Queen’s lifetime. Edmond T. Greville, | 


the Anglo-French director, did a 
good job in this one. 
Story tells us of two Dutch! 


| families, one of a naval surgeon, later 
| to become a doctor in Amsterdam, 
|and the other of a factory-owner in 
the south of Holland. In the lives of 
these families the important events 
of the last 40 years are reflected, 
such as the coronation of the Queen 
in 1898, the Boer war, the general 


starting in the same year, the birth 
War, 


among many others. 





| Holland 
| happiness 


future 
prosperity. 


towards a 
and 


ithe Royal Family appear on the 
screen. 

In a way, ‘Forty Years’ may be 
compared with ‘Cavalcade’; yet, the 
former doesn’t possess the dramatic 
strength of its English sister. Pic- 
ture has a big entertaining value for 
the Dutch public, especially in the 


Ruygrok and Max Tak is in good 
taste. Picture, too, has a swift pace. 
Matthieu van Eysden proves again 
his ability, while Lily Bouwmeester, 
the only popular Dutch film star, dis- 
appoints. Cees Laseur has good 
moments. Lessers are satisfactory. 


THE BEAR 


(RUSSIAN-MADE) 

Amkino release of Belgoskino production. 
Features O, Androvskaya, M. Zharov and 
I, Peltser. Directed by Isidor Annenski, 
Based on story by Anton Chekhov. Eng- 
lish titles, Julian Leigh. At Cameo, N. Y., 
week Sept. 15, ‘38, dual, Running time, 
45 mins, 


Elena Ivanovna Popova....O. Androvskaya 
Grigori Stepanovich Smirnoy....M. Zharov 
So EPS S TET CEE C CUT TTT Tre I, Peltser 





(In Russian, with English Titles) 


entirely unorthodox method of devel- 
oping love interest—possibly okay for 
the Russian film audience, but an en- 
igma to the American mind—pushes 
‘The Bear’ to the forefront as one of 
the most ridiculous pieces of foreign 
screen fiction brought to this coun- 
try. The Anton Chekhov name is on 
it, but it’s still stupid, indigestible 
stuff for the U. S. 

Three people are featured, O. An- 
drovskaya, a widow who falls in 
love with a man because of his bad 
manners, his whiskers, or the fact 
he looks like somebody's out-moded 
grandfather; the corpulent landown- 
er, vodka-guzzler, etc., M. Zhavor; 
and a lackey, played by I. Peltser. 
The acting is atrocious. 

English titles by Julian Leigh do 
not help matters. Char. 


Luciano Serra, Pilot 


(ITALIAN-MADE) 
Rome, Sept. 10. 


Aquila Film release of Vittorio Musso- 
lini production. Stars Amadeo Naazarri, 
Mario Ferrari, Gino Mori, Germana Pao- 
lieri Directed by Alessandrini. Reviewed 
in Rome. 





Film recently split the Mussolini 
Cup Award with Germany at the 
Venice International Exhibition. 
Main theme is exaltation of Italian 
Military aviation. Producer is Il 


Duce’s son, Vittorio Mussolini. 
After World War, Luciano Serra, 


life holds no attraction for him any- 
more without the excitement of fly- 
ing. Seeking work that will keep him 
in the air, he drifts away from home 
and country. Finally, after doing 





|isfy his adventurous spirit, he siarts 
| off on a transatlantic hop and dis- 
| appears. 

| Meanwhile, his son, Aldo, has fol- 
jlowed in his footsteps; 
jrolled in the flying school and gets 
his pilot’s license just as Italy’s Ethi- 
opian campaign starts. During cam- 
paign, Aldo is wounded and his 


A strange brand of humor and an | 


|}a past he refuses to divulge until cir- | 


SOS SAHARA 


(GERMAN-MADE) 
Paris, Sept. 10. 


AEC release of Ufa production. Stars 
J. P. Aumont; features Chafles Vanel 
Marta Labarr. Directed by Jacques de 
Baroncelli, Adapted by Michel Duran from 
original story by Jacques Constant; music, 
{.. Brunne’ camera, G. Rittau. At the 
Olympia, Paris. Running time, 80 mins. 

Cast: Charles Vanel, J. P. Aumont, Maria 


Labarr, Cordy, Azias, Rene Dary. Nilda 
Duplessy, Georges Lannes, Alekrine, Bill 
Bocketts. 





(In French) 
Although this one is a rehash on 
the usual desert pictures, Arab at- 





tacks on outposts and unforgotten 
women in the lives of men who are 


sesses sufficient action, suspense and 
acting to make it suitable for the 
nabe duals. However, it’s strictly 
for French audiences. 

Story centers on a lone outpost in 
the Sahara, where Charles Vanel is 
a tough commander, there to forget 


| cumstances caused by the woman in | 


the case make him reveal the truth | 
in order to save a subordinate, who 
has tumbled for the femme. 

Marta Labarr is the unfaithful 


| wife of Vanel, while Aumont is the 
|tumbler, in much the same role he 


} 











a pilot in Italian Air service, finds | 


' ballet. 
iat ; oto : +. | acknowledged, is 
| publicity flights, which fail to sat 'ondary to her looks and acting abili- 


| screen part. 
| garian peasant parts, is too heavy for 
he has en-, 


|plane forced down; when the ob-| 
‘server of the fallen plane reaches a 


small troupe of Italian soldiers for 


help, a man rushes ‘forward at the | 


mention of Aldo’s name. It is none 
other than Luciano Serra, whose 
| fortune finally led him to enlist with 
the Italian army in Africa. Though 
wounded himself, he saves his son’s 
life at the cost of his own. 

Amadeo Nazarri is nearer Ameri- 
can idea of a hero than any other 
Italian actor. Picture shows good 
directing and photography. Heln 


;a great portion of this country’s 


strike of 1903, the social evolution | carried in “The Messenger.’ | 


Vanel turns in his usual good per- | 


of Princess Juliana and the World | formance, Aumont is still inclined to bother 


Picture | overpiay and Miss Labarr makes a 
ends with a symbolic march of young | poor 


second Dietrich, whom she 


of |seems to be attempting to imitate. 
Neither | Photography 
| the Queen, nor the other members of | punchy. 


Satisfies and dialog 


Hugo. 


BORCS AMERIKABAN | 


(‘Boresa in America’) 
(HUNGARIAN-MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 
Budapest, Sept. 7. 


Reflector production and release. Directed 


sphere of : the nationalistic event,| py Martin Keleti. Adapted from musical | 
with festivities all over the country. | comedy by Tamas Emod and Rezso Torok, | 
‘ i 5. | PPP rererrerrr rr ry + Margit Dayka | 

Photography of Otto Heller is| Goushvice i559 beRES cede te we ee Gero Maly 
splendid, editing is well done by Jam | Steve.........cceceeceeeceuees Imre Hamory | 
Teunissen and the music of Leo| Producer beet ew eee eee enee ee sp SANGOF Goth 
RGR. < 6 6 6c ede eeinsesnsesetes Julius Gozon 





Story of a Hungarian peasant girl, 
who conquers Broadway as a revue 
star, was a successful stage vehicle 
for Sari Fedak some years ago. Mar- 
git Dayka lacks Miss Fedak’s fasci- 
nating personality, in the lead role. 
Therefore, center of interest is Gero 
Maly, in the comedy part of a village 
cobbler, the girl’s father, whose ad- 
ventures on board the luxury liner 
and among the skyscrapers account 
for the majority of the laughs. He 
brings about the reconciliation be- 
tween his daughter and her lover 
(Imre Hamory). 

Not bad as Hungarian films go, but | 
neither does it belong to the ace 
category. Promises to go over well, 
especially in the provinces, but | 
there’s no foreign interest. 





A Piros Bugyellaris | 


(‘The Red Purse’) 
(HUNGARIAN-MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 

Budapest, Sept. 8. 
Standard production and release, Directed 
by Bela Pasztor. Adapted from Ferenc 
Csepreghy’s musical folk play. At Radius, 
Atrium, and Kamara theatres, Budapest. 
Zsofi Torok...... e ye Bella Bordy 


Magistrate Torok............Arthur Somlay 
Corporal Csillagw.cecccecsssccess Ferenc Kiss 
Mise. COARe...:<2 eeseee-Margit Ladomersky 
Boriska Torok..... eeccccscece Zsoka Olvedy 





This type of folk play, enormously 
popular some 60 years ago, has lost 
little of its appeal for Hungary’s 
naive audiences. The prevailing 
national tendencies are favorable for 
this kind of Hungarian song-dance 
costume, old-world viliage story, and 


cinemagoers, particularly in 
provinces, will go for it. 


the 


' whom are 
| S:ztes 

be filed in near future, according to | 
Rosenberg, 
| torneys for plaintiffs. 


18 months, 
| behind other European film makers, 





The red purse contains regimental 
money, and Corporal Csillag (Ferenc 
Kiss) loses it while he’s making love 
to a pretty girl on his way to his na- 
tive village with his regiment. Set- 
ting is somewhere around the middle 
of the last century. The love-mak- 
ing is only incidental, for the cor- | 
poral really wants to claim Zsofi | 
(Bella Bordy), the girl he left behind | 
when he went to war. Since he was 
reported as dead, Zsofi married well- 
to-do, old Torok instead. 

Tragedy is in the offing, but the | 
pretty girl steps in, the money is re- 
covered, and Zsofi marries off her | 
one-time love to the other girl, who 
proves to be her husband’s secret | 
daughter from his first marriage. | 
This sounds quite simple, but there | 
are terrific complications. 

Chief asset is Miss Bordy, prima 
donna of Budapest Opera House’s 
Her dancing ability, while 
considered  sec- 
ty, overstressed in this, her first 
Kiss, cut out for Hun- 


an amoroso. Photography is good. 
No export interest, except as a folk- 
lore curiosity. 


Zaporozets Za Dunayem 
(‘Cossacks Beyond the Danube’) 


(OPERETTA) 
(UKRAINIAN-MADE) 
Amkino release of Kievo Kino production. | 
Directed by ¥. P. Kavaledge. Story by S 
Artemovsky. At St. Marks, N. Y., week 


Sept. 16, °38. 
Principals: A. 
Serduk and §, 


Running time, 7 mins. 
levyske, N. 
Shkurat. 


Hluhonina, O. 





(In Ukrainian; no English Titles) 
Latest effort of Soviet Union to 
turn out a Ukrainian talker shows 
the strides that have been taken by 


jtime, to 








Chicago’s Suits 








(Continued from page 5) 


thus making releases later than the 
regular schedule, in some instances. 
Motion on this .emporary injunction 
complaint will be made within 10 
days, it’s stated. 

An addit onal suit for damages is 
also planned by the indies, 86 of 
members of the Allied 
Association. That also will 


Stein & i-vsenberg, at- 


Triples Too 
Exhibitors in this 
suffering from 


territory 
insomnia as 


are 
they 





this group of producers in the last 
They still continue far 


in learning the necessity of combin- 
ing action skillfully with dialog, a 
common fault with producers just 
entering the talking picture field, but 
Ukrainian group shows glimpses of 
requirements. Feature is 


| suited solely for theatres where they 


understand the language. Highly 
dubious even if English titles would 
fit it for arty houses. 

‘Cossacks Beyond. the Danube’ is a 
comic opera judged by American 
standards. Bouffe operatic style is 
seen in the leisurely pace and droll 
gagging. Difficulty here is that this 
is far too tedious for cinema audi- 
ences, where it might be accepted on 


the stage. 
Film brings together again S. 
Shkurat, a leading artists of the 


Soviet Republic, and A. Levyske. 
They are favorites with Ukrainians 
and have been teamed up in main 
roles several times previously. Both 
have splendid voices which obviously 
is one reason for their popularity. 
The veteran male actor, Shkurat, 
again has opportunity for clowning 


lin several scenes where he repeats 


his liquor-imbibing routine. Re- 
mainder of cast fits in with N. Hlu- 
konina and O. Serduk as standouts. 
Basis for operetta is tale by S. 
Artemovsky that is familiar to 
Ukrainians. This dates back to 1772 
when Catherine II, Russian Empress, 
wiped out a natural fortress on an 
island in the Dniever river, long 
used by Ukrainian Cossacks as their 
stronghold. Deprived of this retreat, 
they took their families across the 
Danube into Turkey. Thin plot fab- 


|rication centers about efforts of one 


Cossack and his wife to become ac- 
climated in new surroundings. There 
is a slight romance between their 
adopted orphan girl. who lives with 
them, and a young Cossack. Colored 
servant to Turkish sultan is a midget, 
character evidently having been in- 
troduced for comic relief since one 
of the prolonged sequences concerns 
him and the intoxicated husband. 
Musical hackground, Ukrainian 
tunes and folkson¢s are picturesque 


and well received. Humorous pas- 
sages, however, evoke the heartiest 
response. Wear 
(‘The Vow’) 
(POLISH-MADE) 
Foreign Cinema Arts presentation. Stars 
Kurt Kateh, Diana Halpern, Zigmond 


Turkow. Directed by Henry Szaro; sce- 
nario, H. Bonja; music, Iso Sajewicz; cam- 





era, S. Livinski. At Squire, N. Y., week 
Sept. 14, ’38. Running time, 90 mins. 
BSE. sce pacceewes$ds0606 5000085 Z. Turkow 
bec h-n  LREERELE TOT TE Kurt Katch 
BEAPOLS. wc ccccccadetegicessecsers E, Perlman 
PACOD... 2 vscsevessecseeesegeess I. Grudberg 
CUBIMN . 0.6.5 i 40.00.60096000600600054 eRe 
LSUEETE TIO LIT TL Tre 8. Litwina 
Diana Halpern 
Baim7i Weber......ccsscccsrssseoem Landay 
RPPIG. po cdcccconscegtocesstas QpUONnia 
com |, ee re ere M. Boz 
REIERBOE soe 635055 6060%60d40s 0 eee 





(In Yiddish; with English Titles) 
Literal minded Jews will like this 
crude, elemental, religious melo- 
drama. It is cheap and tawdry and 
no credit. The picture wouldn’t have 
a ghost of a chance before non-Yid- 
dish audiences. 

The story has two seminary lads 
vowing to have their children wed to 
One another. As the years roll, one 
of the men dies, leaving a daughter. 
She falls for the son of the surviving 


friend, not knowing about the vow | 
The girl’s landlord, aiming | 
,to marry the girl himself, spreads 
| malicious talk about her so the boy’s | 


made. 


pappy breaks up the match. How- 
ever, there come a series of signs 
from heaven, through Elijah the 


| Prophet. which point the right way 


to the boy’s father, and together. 
father and son, arrive in the nick of 
prevent the girl from 
marrying the landlord. Pappy recol- 
lects his vow. 

There can be no excuse for pro- 


_jecting the peculiar costumes and 


mannerisms of the ghetto rabbis in 
this film without making such plausi- 
ble by exnlainine what it’s all about, 
as this nicture fails to do. 

_ Secondly, the acting as a whole 
is not worth commenting about. 
Some kind of Weber-Fields comedy 
is attemoted in Yiddish by a pair. 


|one of whom plays as the marriage 
| broker 


ond the other the Iandlord’s 
avent, This is a verv familiar tyne 
of comedy on the Yiddish stage, and 
here it’s only mildlv effective. 
Camera work is fair. Shan. 


watch the start of an epidemic of 
triple features getting underway, 
They realize that they are pretty 
helpless in trying to stop the coming 
flood, because the triple feature 
situation is being caused, not by the 
smallie exhibs, but by the giants of 
local film business, Balaban & Katz 
| and Essaness. 





circuits have locked 
|horns on the northside of the town 
| and are now out to slice each other’s 
| throat as the competition gets down 
to a real battle, with no holds barred, 
|and further downtown, in the loop, 
la price war between both chains 
| looms. 

Started when Essaness determined 
ito buck all opposition by putting 
i triple features into its big Northcen- 
| ter, Business immediately perked at 
| this mammoth-seater and particularly 
| affected the nearby B. & K. Belmont, 
| B. & K. watched the situation for 
|some time until the grosses slipped 
at the Belmont too much, and then 
| slashed back by slapping triple bills 
‘into the house. This revived the 
| Belmont considerably and has taken 
| back some of the business that had 
| been lost to the Northcenter, with 
the result that neither house is now 
much ahead of the game considering 
the added weight of the third flicker, 


The other houses in the district 
are now beginning to sweat under 
the collar, not only from the siphon- 
ing of business away from their box- 
offices, but also because of the yelps 
of their regular customers that they 
aren’t getting their money’s worth. 


| These two 


Being Driven Into It 


Around film now here, the gen- 
eral feeling is that unless B. & K. 
and Essaness circuits call off their 
triple-featuring, the entire town will 
be showing pictures in trio before 
Dec. 1. Already the Rosewood, in the 
Norihcenter-Belmont vicinity has 
gone into triples and other indie 
theatre operators are making con- 
tacts with the exchanges for ad- 
ditional product. They are burning 
about the.situation, but don’t see 
what else can be done about it. 


Exchanges, on their part, are quite 
satisfied with the triple trend, seeing 
added outlets for their product. If 
doubies made their selling job one- 
half as hard, they see triples as 
making the sales job one-third as 
difficult. Especially is this true of 
the smaller distributors who now 
find even their least palatable prints 
now being sought by exhibitors who 
formerly took extreme care in select- 
ing pictures for their patrons. 


Woods Starts Price Slash 


Chicago, which has always been 
a stronghold of constant admission 
prices, is on the brink of a price 
war. This follows the entry of the 
overwhelmingly neighborhood Es- 
saness circuit into the loop district 
with the takeover of the grind 
Woods from Jones, Linick & 
Schaefer. 


Essaness has put through a series 
of admission reductions, the par- 
ticular blow to the loop price 
standards being a slicing of the 
morning tariff to 15c, though the 
afternoon -rating of 20c is tough 
enough in the minds of the com- 
peting theatres which get 35c at 
night. 


While Balaban & Katz has taken 
no official cognizance of the situa- 
tion, it is understood considering 
battling the Woods on its own 
ground by slapping a lower price 
setup into the next-door Garrick and 
Apollo. B. & K. would do this only 
if forced, since it has always been 
the prime aim of B. & K. to hold 
up prices. Particularly has been de- 
termined to keep up the admissions 
| in the loop, since the entire admis- 
| sion structure of the territory is 
|determined by the loop itself. If 
| the loop houses begin to revamp 
their admissions downward it must 
| follow that the neighborhood the- 
| atres, in subsequent release weeks, 
| would reduce proportionately. 








B. & K. would like to forestall any 
; Such panic in prices, but there is a 
, rowing likelihood that the circuit 
may be forced into the move by a 
| Seneral move on the part of the 
| other and indie loop houses to ree 
| duce prices to meet the competition 
of the Woods reduction. This means 
| such houses as the big McVickers, 
_LaSalle, Monroe and Clark which 
jalso run subsequent release films. 
| It is not considered probable that 
| these houses will sit back and take 
it calmly. 
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~ CANADIAN’'S WARNED OVER THE AIR THAT 
GERMANY’S SHORTWAVERS ARE SINISTER 








Canadian Chief Radio Inspector Broadcasts Warning 
to Dominion That Hitler Is Assembling Tremen- 
dous List of Contacts in North America 


——— + 


By R. A. McSTAY 
Toronto, Sept. 20, 


On the charge .hat Germany is in 
the process. of establishing a ‘radio 
spy system’ on the North American 
continent, a warning to Canadian 
listeners was broadcast throughout 
the Dominion over the past week- 
end advising of the dangers of prop- 
aganda inherent in daily Berlin pro- 
grams heard here, and threatening 
Federal censorship of so-called ‘fan 
mail’ addressed t> Berlin stations. 

Spokesman revealing the surpris- 
ing, and generally unknown situa- 
tion, was Samuel Ellis, chief radio 
inspector for the Ontario and Great 
Lakes region of Canada’s national- 


ized radio setup, who warned that | 


Hitler is assembling a tremendous 
list of contacts in Canada. Under 
the guise of ‘greetings,’ two power- 
ful short-wave broadcasts from Bér- 
lin are invading the Canadian ether 
daily; on one of these, the English- 
speaking announcer asks for ‘chatty, 
newsy letters’ and, on the other, for 
entries in a ‘photographic contest.’ 


Inspector Ellis believes that the 
motivation for these ‘thinly dis- 
guised’ programs is the assembling 
of every scrap of information that 
Hitler can secure regarding Canada 
and the United States. In broad- 
casting his warning, Inspector Ellis 
pointed out that continued sending 
of fan mail or photographs to the 
two Berlin stations may wind up in 
the establishment of Canadian cen- 
sorship of mail to Germany. 


‘Sinister Aspect’ 


‘These Berlin broadcasts are so 
subtle that many an unsuspecting 
listener never imagines their more 
sinister aspect,’ said Inspector Ellis. 
‘Germany is playing on the fact that 
people like to hear their names 
mentioned over the a.r. Apart from 
the innocent divulging of valuable 
information embodied in fan mail to 
Berlin, anyone whose name is men- 
tioned by the statior might be ex- 
pected to feel friendly toward Ger- 
many.’ 

In a sample weekend Berlin pro- 
gram, 10 minutes were devoted by 
the announcer to ‘greetings to Adolf 
RB—— of Brooklyn; we in Germany 
wish you many happy returns of the 
day; you must write again and 
give us all the news,’ etc., followed 
by other personal messages to lis- 
teners from the sub-Arctic to the 
Rio Grande. Two Canadian names 
were mentioned in the program 
caught, one Toronto listener and one 
located in Halifax. 


Full details of the photographic 
contest, which closes Dec. 31, in- 
clude the announcement that ‘all 
pictures must be realistic represen- 
tations of the :is.e. r’. native envi- 
ronment,’ that these would be filed 
away according to zones in the spe- 
cial station archives ‘to make up a 
complete pictorial reference library.’ 

While the warning and threat of 
censorship might otherwise be put 
down to pre-war hysteria and spy- 
scare, the situation has been @eemed 
of sufficient importance to warrant 
a general trans-Canadian admonition, 
which reflects on the seriousness of 
the current European scene and the 
propagandic force of radio. 


Sig Spaeth Due Back 


Sigmund Spaeth, tune detective, .is 
returning from a chore in music 
dept. of the University of Hawaii in 
Honolulu to go back into American 
radio. 


Spaeth joins the ‘Information 
Please’ show on CBS, Sept. 27. 











Jack Berch’s New Time 

Jack Berch, who recently faded 
off CBS with his ‘Get Together’ pro- 
gram, starts a new sustaining series 
on WABC, N. Y., Friday (23). Singer 
will do 15 mins. at 10:30 p.m. backed 
by the Leith Stevens orch and the 
Four Clubmen. 


CBS will double the time Oct. 4 
with another 15 min. at the same 
hour, and with the same setup. 


STOK! TO BATON 4 WKS. 
IN PHILLY; ORMANDY 16 








Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 
Four weeks of Philadelphia Or- 
|chestra concerts this season have 
| been set aside for Leopold Stokowski 
Lynchburg, Sept. 20. | to direct on his assurance to Reginald 





Realism 





WLVA here is_ splurging || Allen, orchestra manager, that he 
heavily on a_ serial buildup. | will return to Philly. Dates reserved 
Story, aired every evening, || for the stickless maestro are weeks 


lof March 13, 20, 27 and April 3. 
Five conductors in all are skedded 


deals with the romance of a 
young couple who fell in love dde 
and decided to build a honey- to take the podium with Philly's 
moon house in a new Lynch- crew during the coming season, 
burg subdivision. | starting Oct. 7 and winding up April 

To make the story more real, = Eugene Ormandy will assume 
is actually building a | the major part of the burden, as he 





SS 





| 35 All-Time Best Selling Songs 








Serial will continue as house 
is built, with description of 
progress, windup to come when 
brick bungalow is completed 
and ready for occupancy. 

Program is sponsored by sub- 
division owners, building “‘ma- 
terial dealers, etc. Station 
plans to sell house—already 
named ‘Millivolt’—when serial 
tunhs out. 

















Ross A. Hull, QST Editor, 
Accidentaily Electrocuted 


Hartford, Sept. 20. 
Ross A. Hull, editor of QST, pub- 
lication of the American Radio Re- 


lay League, and an experimenter in 
ultra shortwave radio and television, 
was killed Tuesday night (13) by 
electrocution at his home in Vernon. 
His body is believed to have come 
into contact with one of the terminals 
of a radio transformer and that 6,000 
volts of electricity passed through 
him. 

Hull had been conducting tele- 
vision experiments at his home. Born 
in Melbourne, Australia, in 1902, he 
had been technical editor of the 
Wireless Weekly in that country. 
This spring and summer he had been 
cooperating with radio experts at 
Harvard in the collection of data on 
abnormal radio conditions in the be- 
low the five-meter band. 








RCA’s Church Show 


Chicago, Sept. 20. 
Sponsored presentation of church 
services has been arranged by RCA 
here, which is buying time on WIND, 
Ralph Atlass outlet, for the broad- 
cast of services from the Holy Name 
Cathedral Oct. 3-4-5, 


Will run on each of the three days 
for 30 minutes at 11 a.m. Cathedral 
services will be held for a Polish 
religious festival. 


station 
house in the suburbs. Ground 
was broken yesterday (19). , 











| did last year, with 16 weeks. 





NEW YORK AFRA 


HOLDS ANNUAL 
MEET 29TH 


Annual meeting of the New York 
local, American Federation of Radio 
Artists, will be held next Thursday 
night (29) at the Hotel Edison, N.Y. 
Main business of the session will be 
the election of 21 members of the 
local board, 28 delegates and 28 al- 
ternates to the national convention 
in St. Louis Nov. 14, 


Directors elected at the meeting 
next week will take office Nov. 1. 
Another meeting will be held at that 
time to choose from among the di- 
rectors officers of the local for the 
ensuing year. Nominations for di- 
rectors have been made, but will 
not be announced unti’ the nominat- 
ing petitions have been checked. 


Preliminary discussion meeting of 
the local will be held at the Hotel 
Edison tomorrow (Thursday) night. 
Matters to be taken up at the con- 
vention will be considered and re- 
port will be made on the progress of 
negotiations with the advertising 
agencies. 


Phelan Quitting Yankee 


Boston, Sept. 20. 

Charles W. Phelan will resign as 
sales director of Yankee network 
and WNAC, effective Dec. 31, ac- 
cording to announcement by John 
Shepard, 3rd, president. 

Linus Travers, recently elected 
v.p. of Yankee net, will take over 
sales division and continue in charge 
of production. 














New Delay in Non-Web Pact 





Meanwhile Stations Bring Up Point That Wax Scale 
Will Be Passed Along to Men 





With negotiations for contracts be- 
tween stations and local unions still 
going on in many spots, it is ex- 
pected that when the committee rep- 
resenting the non-network outlets 
meets with Joseph N. Weber, Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians prez. 
this Friday (23) it will ask and re- 
ceive another extension on time in 
which to complete the settlement 
plan for increased musician employ- 
ment. Recent upping of wage scales 
for musicians employed in recording 
transcriptions and phonograph discs 
will likely be made an issue of lively 
discussion at this gathering. 

Some of the non-network affiliated 
broadcasters. have contended to 
Weber that the Federation wasn’t 
playing fair with them. in raising 
wages at this time, since the tilt will 
be passed on to them through their 
costs for recorded program libraries. 
Weber’s answer to this charge is that 
at no time has he or anybody in the 
Federation assured the broadcasters 
that there would be no increase in 
wage scales in any industry catering 
to broadcasting. Federation, he says, 
had the choice of either eliminating 





all recording or raising the scale and 
that since the broadcasters have 
agreed to go along with the union in 
solving its employment problem the 
international in convention voted to 
revise the rates for recording work. 

Meanwhile all recording companies 
are operating on AFM licenses which 
expired Sept. 15. It is understood 
that no permanent license will be 
issued until the deal with the non- 
network affiliated broadcasters have 
been completely settled. 

Phonograph and transcription men 
still harbor hope of inducing the 
AFM to revise its new scale which 
became effective Sept. 15. Weber the 
week before last refused to act on a 
plea for downward revision as sub- 
mitted by representatives for various 
recording firms, but the group was 
advised that it would be free to state 
its case again when the AFM’s 
executive board meets in New York 
Oct. 20. Manufacturers will by that 
time have had a month’s experience 
from the new scale and, if possible, 
be able to show that it has caused 
reduced employment among record- 
ing musicians, 


the years. 


period, have been most staple. 


sales, performances, etc.) 
YEAR TITLE 


1922 


1924 I Wonder What's Become 
Sally? 
1925 
1927 
1927 
1927 
1928 
ee a ARN 
1929 When It’s Springtime in 
Rockies 


Always 


Ramona 


eee eee eee ewer eee eeeee 


Aloha 
Blue Danube 
Silver Threads Among the Gold. 





(Many requests from radio stations, broadcasting artists, etc., 
prompted this chronological sequence of pop song best sellers. Orig- 
iginal copyright owner, and also the owner of the copyright renewal, 
where such obtains, are listed. .No attempt made to totalize number 
of copies sold, due to the steady selling of many of these all through 
List is as complete as the music trade, in general, knows; 
each having sold well in excess of 1,000,000 copies. 
some others near the 1,000,000 copy bracket, but these titles, for ob- 
vious reasons of merit, longevity or special association with a certain 
Also listed below are the five non- 
copyrights conceded enjoying the widest popularity through sheet 


1002 After the Ball... .cccsesecscs 


TOGR PRI WHEE cciceccccdccccccse sua bens Whitney-Warner 
1905 In the Shade of the Old Apple 

PEE (5 Sct uanaen oss henna Chk nk Ra eee Remick 
1906 Love Me and the World Is Mine. . Witmark 
19007 I Wish I. Hada Girl... 0000s cessx Remick 
Ree een BPUNR.  wivca cs cedars snet'ss Gus Edwards Pub. Co.; Mills 
1910 Down by the Old Mill Stream... Tell Taylor; Forster 
1912 That’s How I Need You......... Feist 
eT I eee John Franklin Music Co. 
1913 The Trail of the Lonesome Pine. . Shapiro-Bernstein 
1913 There’s a Long, Long Trail....... Witmark 
BORG. DRAGUOTS: Wks oe hccdcnaec occas Forster 
1915 Keep the Home Fires Burning. ..Chappell 
SU: LNIMUOE) To cto iacd esedensees o6 Remick 
1917 For Me and My Gal............. Waterson; Mills 
1917 Joan of Arc, They Are Calling 

We St 45 8 5k s ht codons cod thekeect <a0 ue Waterson; Mills 
FB opt EPI Pree Remick 
1918 Beautiful Ohio.............0ce00. Shapiro-Bernstein 
1918 Just a Baby’s Prayer at Twilight.. Waterson; Mills 
1918 Till We Meet Again............. Remick 
1919 I’m Forever Blowing Bubbles... . Remick 
1919 Oh! What a Pal Was Mary....... Waterson; Mills 
ese ND oad a as 5 0.500 64 8-080 8 Sherman-Clay 
ie ee | See ererer ray TT eee Irving Berlin, Inc. 
1921 Tuck Me to Sleep in My Old 


_ ee. epg et a ek ee 
a MN ood sas daciatne nats 


1922 Three O'Clock in the Morning.. 


ee 


Among My Souvenirs....... 
My Blue Heaven............ 


re 


TEOMA DECOM. 26. cc cccsecs 
seman s DeSylva; Crawford 


bey ae Villa Moret, Inc. 
NON-COPYRIGHTS 


There may be ° 


PUBLISHER 
neeed Chas. K. Harris 


Irving Berlin, Inc. 
ee Remick 
§ Leo Feist, Inc. 
*. West’s, Ltd. (London) 


of 

aided Ager-Yellen 

nae ae Irving Berlin, Inc. 
icews DeSylva; Crawford 
sucee Feist 

ert Feist 

..++.J0e Morris 


the 


Merry Widow Waltz 
Home on the Range 








PEDDLING PATRIOTIC 
PROD. PLAN GRATIS 


Cleveland, Sept. 20. 

WHK has copyrighted its ‘We 
Americans’ program, originated here 
as a civic enterprise to Americanize 
the town’s foreign settlements, and 
is peddling it free to other stations 
for only a courtesy credit-line. 

United Broadcasting Co. is collab- 
ing with station in distributing 
copies of production outline, names 
of national and state authorities who 
have endorsed the series as well as 
guest-speakers, Give-away angle 
sets up a precedent for a program 
of this nature and is a new angle 
in good-will station merchandising 
on a country-wide scale. 

Stunt was worked up by Stanley 
Altschuler, Russell W. Richmond and 
H. Carpenter, WHK manager, with 
fourteen other staff members. Weekly 
half-hour programs glorify the U.S. 
constitution, operation of various 
governmental bureaus and rights of 
citizens, aiming to get aliens to take 
out citizenship papers. Idea behind 
it is to break up solid groups of for- 
eigners who come to America and 
refuse to be assimilated. 

WHK has got backing of U.S. sen- 
ators, state and civic executives, and 
religious groups, who make five-min- 
ute speeches between concerts of 
music by American composers. Four 
out-of-state stations, according to 
Carpenter, have already agreed to 
set up ‘We Americans’ series, pat- 
terned after the Cleveland original. 


Weed Reps New KXOK 


KXOK, St. Louis, which went on 
the air for the first time Monday (19) 
has appointed Weed & Co. as its na- 
tional sales rep. 

Outlet is owned by the St. Louis 
Times. 














PAGING CUFFO ACTORS 
Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 
WIP again on the loose for cufio 
talent. Has begun to advertise for 


‘all types—heavies, leads, ingenues, 
etc.’ 


Anyone interested in joining Dra- 





matic Staff gets an audition. 


NAB Will Map 
Fight Vs, ASCAP 
At Special Sesh 


Washington, Sept. 20. 

Campaign plans for the copyright 
war will be aired at a strategy ses- 
sion of the National Association of 
Broadcasters’ executive committee 
next week. Meeting is slated for 
Sept. 28-29 to evaluate numerous 
suggestions for winter fighting. 

Reaction to the trial balloon about 
inviting the Congressional-Depart- 
mental monopoly probers to ogle 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers is conflicting. 
There’s some applause, but also con- 
siderable cold water. Letter Presi- 
dent Neville Miller contemplated 
sending the committee remains 
shelved, pending outcome of the in- 
ner circle discussions. 

Variety of ideas and differing 
points of view are due for an airing 
at the session. Some of the insiders 
see no reason for trying to force the 
issue with plenty of time to spare, 
pointing out it may be wisest to let 
ASCAP make the first move about 
renewing the contracts expiring two 
years hence. Contrary thinkers ad- 
vocate immediate mobilization, on 
theory that it will be difficult to pre- 
serve a solid front if the industry 
waits until the last minute. 

Conglomeration of proposals in- 
cludes renewal of the drive for legis- 
lation overhauling the antiquated 
19th Century copyright statute—de- 
spite the lack of encouraging signs 
from the House of Representatives 
side of Congress—and prodding the 
Justice Department into pressing the 
pigeon-holed anti-trust suit. 








Doyle West Again 
Dinty Doyle, radio columnist cf 
the N. Y. Journal-American, leaves 
| for the Coast Sept. 28. 
Commentator goes west to report 
| on new and revised. shows scheduled 
; to be aired from there. 
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. Station Reps vs. WBS ° 
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Station reps holding exclusive contracts declare that they will hold 
their outlets accountable for the regular commissions regardless of the 
third 15% they are under obligation to pay to the World Broadcasting 
System for the privilege of being affiliated with the latter’s free commer- 
cial recording plan. While some observers in the trade regard the WBS 
plan as presaging the breakdown of the current system of exelusive spot 
representation, several reps are urging that the rep firms forget their 


competitive differences and organize along self-protection lines. 
World last week disclosed the list of 28 stations which it stated have 


already 


subscribed to paying it 15% 


commission for all transcription 


business it creates through its plan of free recording. Only one Edward 


Petry station is included in the list. 


the largest group of outlets, numbering eight. 


Among the reps, Free & Peters has 
John Blair is next with 


six. International Radio Sales (Hearst Radio) has five, the Katz Agency 
two, and George P. Hollingberg, a like number. 

World also revealed that under its new plan the advertiser is free to 
select whatever markets he wishes, but if there’s a World station in one 
of these markets it’s the World station that must be used. Costs of re- 
cording and pressing will be absorbed in proportion to the use of World 


stations. A. 


J. Kendrick, World v.p. 


, has been transferred from Chicago 


to the New York office to handle this phase of the company’s operations. 
Stations which World claims to have signatured the 15% commission 
contract, and their respective regular national sales reps, are as follows: 


KOMA, Oklahoma City 


WCAU, Philadelphia ............ 


Wes, PISOUTER iiss cicccerecss 
KOIN, Portland, Ore. ........... 
WHAM, Rochester, N. Y. . 


KDYL, Salt Lake City .......... 


pe EP eee 


EN NL Fors «69 ache 8 we 0:8 


KFRC, San Francisco 


@eeeesrses 


KDB, Santa Barbar ............: 


UR a 9s 4's) 6 domme reso e's 
es Ws SE. cong yeh canes 40% 
KHQ-KGA, Spokane 
WFBL, Syracuse 


eee eee 


eee eeeeeeerrseee 


Lo SS eee ae 


a ee 
WGR-WKBW, Buffalo 


bo & RS ree 
Ccieeiee Rianne eek Free & Peters 


,) A ee 
errr re 
Bo eer 
KGKO, Ft. Worth-Dallas 
PEs SE ME. Sac veccceae 


ees Ee PRR “weno ce cscccess 


WREC, Memphis 
Li. 2. | RE See or 
WISN, Milwaukee .............. 
Wah, NGSHVUIG © o. soe caccdecice 


Boake Carter Will 
Air ‘Free Speech’ 
On Lecture Tour 


Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 

Boake Carter, who left the air 
Aug. 26, when his termer with 
General Mills expired, wil! start on 
a lecture tour Oct. 8. He has been 
booked for 40 talks throughout the 
country, winding up about Dec. 15. 

Carter will deliver two speeches, 
‘Free Speech in the News’ and ‘Un- 
derstanding America.’ First topic is 
considered particularly. applicable, 
for, although the official reason for 
his being off the air is that GM 
couldn’t get the time it wanted, Car- 
ter is privately of another opinion. 


CIO clamped a boycott on his 
sponsor’s product and made him 
cease attacking the labor organiza- 
tion on the air, which Carter be- 
lieves is a violation of the right of 
free speech. 


Grimm, Ex-Cub Mer., 











Gets 3-Yr. Extension 





Chicago, Sept. 20. 
Charlie Grimm, ex-manger of the 
Chicago Cubs ball club and at pres- 
ent a baseball play-by-play spieler 
for WBBM, has been signatured for 
three additional years as basebal! 
commentator for the station. 


Likely that Grimm will work with 


two other regular announcers on 
baseball, Pat Flanagan and John 
Harrington. 


Bennett TSN V. P. 


Fort Worth, Sept. 20. 
Sam H. Bennett, manager of 
KTAT, local MBS outlet and alter- 
nate TSN key station for five years, 
was appointed TSN v.p. in charge of 
Station operations by Elliott Roose- 
velt, web prexy. Neal Barrett, also 





boss of KOMA, Oklahoma City, is| Procter & Gamble and the Kas+or! became unavailable because of the 


exec TSN v.p. 


Bennett will continue at his KTAT | rep firm here as station promotion | east Sept. 24 and the resultant upset 


Post, 


ekee Med International Radio Sales 


PE Pees aed FEE None in east 


signa MORI E > cara a Free & Peters 
PE ea PR ey G. P. Hollingbery 
jena eeetswst vasediaave John Blair 


oe oN ery ea Peers rs John Blair 
in de BMiEY bee sak & ee Gaetan John Blair 
{ové ote edt havaianas Katz Agency 
 awiie ba Oun eek aee Paul H. Raymer 
as ayn ae Oe eS Edward Petry 
ree ee Free & Peters 
SLT Te OCR E ST eek John Blair 


CP re en eren Free & Peters 


cae Sanwa ch ccewsuas Free & Peters 


$c ceesedse eeaeae ees Katz Agency 
. P. Hollingbery 
‘Seekers International Radio Sales 
OTe TTITTAy Lire Paul H. Raymer 


2.N. Y. AGENCIES ON 
HUNT FOR WRITERS 


Two of New York’s leading ad 
agencies are on the hunt for radio 
writing talent to augment their reg- 
ular staffs. Blackett, Sample & Hum- 
mert and Batten, Barton, Durstine & 
Osborne are pair showing interest 
in this direction. 

B. B. D. & O. is scouting several 
outside freelance writers to handle 
scripts on assignment. Doesn’t want 
them in the office, but work from 
their own locations. B. S. & H. is in 
the market for writers on its raft of 
daytime script and serial shows. 
They'll create around characters and 
plot supplied by agency idea boys. 


WMCA Displacmg WHN 
On Ship Interviewing 











WMCA, New “York, displaces 
WHN Sept. 26 as gangplank inter- 
viewer for French Line. WMCA has 
secured exclusives on French and 
also the Cunard lines, except for spe- 
cial events, 

WHN stepped into the gangplank- 





pulled its lines out for seasonal rest, 
but only went after the French Line. 
WMCA’s gangplanking by Frankie 
Basch and Martin Starr are recorded 
versions broadcast from platters 


| after boats dock. 





| Harry Smith a Suicide 


Seattle, Sept. 20. 
Harry Ray Smith, 53, former San 

| Francisco radio commentator, ended 

| his life in his hotel room here by 

| taking poison. 

| Coroner is trying to locate rela- 

tives. 


Garner with Blair 


Chicago, Sept. 20. 
Garner, formerly with 





Richard 


agency, has joined the John Blair 


manager. 


ing early this summer when WMCA | 
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ANVERTISING LOSS 
HP IN MILLIONS 


Affihates Claim NBC and 
CBS Disrupt Entire In- 
dustry Via Semi-Annual | 
Sked Shifts to Follow Time 
Changes in Only a Few 


Large Keys—Losing 8 
Weeks of Commercials 
Yearly 


SPOT BiZ SUFFERS 


As the broadcasting business ap- 
proaches the return to standard time 
(26), when it must subject program 
schedules to their twice-annual up- 
heaval, various independent station 
operators are raising the squawk 
that through this device the net- 
works are costing themselves and 
their affiliates millions of dollars a 
year. These broadcasters contend 
that the practice of shifting program 
schedules every April and Septem- 
ber, to conform to the status of day- 
light saving time, has created a psy- 
chology in the advertising field that 
bodes to make it increasingly tough 
for radio when it comes to getting 
its share of appropriations. 

This critical element declares that 
it cannot yet understand why NBC 
and Columbia must disrupt the en- 
tire industry just because New York 
and a few other large cities have 
adopted daylight saving. The rail- 
roads, it is pointed out, haven’t 
found it necessary to conform, and 
there is no reason why the webs 
shouldn’t start taking count of the 
financial harm that these two yearly 
changes entail and abandon the prac- 


> 


Spot Biz Picks Up; 





BRADY’S SOAP SPOT 


Sweetheart Cleanser Sponsering 
Bway Producer in Original Sketches 

William A. Brady, iegit producer, 
has been signed for a radio commer- 
cial set to start Oct. 5 on NBC Red. 
Brady will do two 15-min. shots 
weekly on Wednesday and Friday 
nights at 7:30, sponsored by Sweet- 
heart Soap. 

Producer will be surrounded by a 
group of Little Playhouse Players, 
presenting original sketches pro- 
duced by Ed Wolf. Agented by 
William Morris. 


‘Missus’ Title Dispute 
Ends When Chi WBBM 
Sells Rights for WEN 


Chicago, Sept. 20. 
Though the Fitzpatrick Bros. firm 
for Kitchen Klenzer now has the 
‘Meet the Missus’ interview program 
on WBBM for a schedule of nine 











station here called in its attorneys 
yesterday (Monday) when the 
Kitchen Klenzer outfit set plans to 
use the same program title for a 
similar show on WGN, 

WBBM claims that the ‘Meet the 
Missus’ title is its own creation and 
will not permit its use on other sta- 
tions without authorization. How- 
ever, yesterday the parties had got- 
ten together on a tentative plan for 
the purchase of the show from 
WBBM and then pipe it from WBBM 
to WGN across the street. 





tice altogether. 

By shifting, its argued, broadcast- 
ing loses five weeks of business in 
the spring and another three weeks 
in the fall. Advertisers and their 
agencies have got into the habit of 
pulling or holding off the starting 
dates of campaigns according to the 
time shifts. This attitude puts radio 
at a disadvantage when it has to 
compete with magazines, newspapers 
and other media. 

An advertiser does not consider 
the daylight savings angle when 
charting out the opening and closing 
dates of a print campaign, but it’s 
common for him to instruct his 
agency to defer starting a radio pro- 
gram until the schedules are back 
on standard time. 

Because NBC and Columbia want 
to make it convenient for themselves 
in home office operations, there is 
no reason why, say these local 
broadcasters, that 300 _ stations 
throughout the country must go into 
twice-annual handsprings, and at the 
same time imperil a large amount of 
national spot business. .They say 
that the growing tendency toward 
shorter campaigns in radio makes it 
imperative that the broadcasting in- 
dustry do something about it. 


NBC Loses Two Commercials 


San Francisco, Sept. 20. 

Inability to deliver the time 
wanted cost NBC’s Coast Red net- 
work two quarter-hour commercials, 
the Cardinet Candy Co.’s ‘Night Edi- 
tor, a dramatic narrative written 
and presented by Hal Burdick, and 
S. & W. Fine Foods, Inc.’s ‘I Want a 
| Divorce,’ dramas dealing with mari- 
| tal difficulties and their solution. 








. 


| web starting Oct. 16, the ‘Divorce 
|drama being set for the 7:30 p.m. 
| PST spot over KSFO, KNX, KOIN, 
KARM, KIRO, KFPY, KVI, KSL, and 
|the ‘Night Editor’ program follow- 


jing at 7:45 p.m., over KSFO, KNX, | 


| KOIN, KARM, KIRO, KFPY, KYI, 

| KSL, KLZ, KOY, KGGM. 

| renewal with NBC and Sunday (18) 
celebrated the completion of its 
fourth consecutive year of sponsor- 

|ship of the ‘Night Editor’ program 

lon NBC's Coast Red chain. When the 

| regular Sunday night spot at 9 p.m, 


| shift back to Standard Time in the 


| Cardinet recently signed a year’s | 


| fective Oct. 10, 


Both WBBM and WGN have tie- 
'ups with the Home Arts GcmM@a, 
|through which the interviews with 
| housewives and women’s clubs are 
arranged. Show is scheduled for a 


itself is rated among the tops in 
Chicago, having listening ratings up 
to 30%. 





Later sponsor will use different 
name for show on WGN and will 
also pick up interview from groups 
other than Home Arts Guild. Which 
represents an acknowledgment of 
WBBM right to name and Guild 
pickups. 


WITHYCOMB QUITS WFIL 
G. M. POST; CLIPP IN 


,Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 
Don Withycomb, g.m. of WFIL for 
the past three years, resigned yes- 
terday. Poor health was given as 
the reason. 








extended leave of absence and will 
remain available to the station in an 
advisory capacity.’ 

Effective at once, Roger W. Clipp, 
business manager of WFIL since 
1935, has been named general man- 
ager. Margaret C. ‘Mike’ Schaefer, 
production manager, has been pro- 
moted to assistant general manager, 
and will be in charge of programs, 
production and _ personnel. Jack 





in his present capacity, Rosenbaum 
said, although reports current here 
were that he would also exit. 





| Both programs shift to CBS’ Coast | 


agreed to take a Tuesday period. 
|; However, when the new Tuesday 
spot was also taken over by a coast- 
to-coast commercial, Cardinet made 
| the move to CBS. Tomaschke-Elliott 
agency of Oakland handles the ac- 
count. 


to give up its Sunday time for a 
nationwide commercial after Oct. 6. 


authored or adapted many of the 
‘Divorce’ scripts, has submitted his 
resignation te NBC execs here, ef- 
He will go on the 
payroll of Emil Brisacher & Staff, 
agency which originated the pro- 
gram idea. All the ‘Divorce’ dramas 





‘in Coast radio schedules, Cardinet ! 


are copyrighted by Brisacher, 


Esty Agcy. Uses 


Old Gag in Buying Up Time for Camel 


Placement of spot business picked 
up Gecidedly last week, with Camel 
leading the money campaigns by a 
wide margin. Ciggie company is 
announcement 
niches for a concentrated slogan that 
the William Esty agency hopes to 
make the biggest thing of its kind 
in tobacco merchandising. To cover 
its designs while lining up available 
time, Esty had advised station reps 
that the product which it had in 
mind was George Washington To- 
bacco. This bit of guile hadn’t been 
used in the business for some time. 


buying all sorts of 





appearances weekly, the Columbia | 


three-a-week ride on WGN. Show | 


Sam Rosenbaum, WFIL | 
prez, said Withycomb was ‘taking an | 


Stewart, sales director, will continue | 


S. & W. likewise would have had | 


Producer Van Fleming, who has also | 


Same agency released contracts 
for its Hind’s Honey and Almond 
|Cream campaign. It also involves 
| spot announcements, at the rate of 
| two-a-day, five days a week, over a 
| period of 10 weeks. 

Marvel, Ic. cigaret, closed for 
sports rev.cw and news periods on 
stations in the east and midwest. 
|In some spots, the agency on the 
|} account, Aitkin-Kynett, of Philadel- 
| phia, bought two shows a night for 
/every night in the week but Sun- 
|day. On other stations it tied up all 
‘available news programs and sports 
|!commentators. One latter case in 
| point was WBBM, Chicago, where 
|the contract calls for a monopoly 
| of the outlet’s three sports com- 
|mentators, John Harrington, Pat 
| Flannagan and Charlie Grimm. 
| Nash joined the spot list with an- 
|/nouncements and Chevrolet started 
|laying plans for concentrating six 
| quarter-hour programs during the 
| week previous to the unveiling of 
| its new models late this fall. 


Ray Perkins Wil M.C. 
- AG-Station Participator 
On Mut’i; No Jessel Spot 


Mutual net’s giant participating 
| program of 49 stations and 40 snon- 
| sors resumes Sept. 25. Agented by 
Redfield-Johnstone, which reserves 
time and then. peddles to local spon- 
sors from coast to coast. 

Ray Perkins wili m.c. show, which 
is to be labeled ‘Band of the Week 
and Song of the Week,’ timed for 
6:30 to 7 p.m. every Sunday for 13 
weeks. Howard Clothes is bankroll- 
ing the New York end on station 
WOR. 

Bands already lined up for session 
through Music Corp. of America are 
Richard Himber, George Olsen, Red 
Norvo-Mildred Bailey, Eddy Duchin, 
Al Goodman, Peter Van Steeden, 
| Ozzie Nelson, Vincent Lopez, Kay 
| Kyser, Bunny  Berigan, Buddy 
| Rogers, Larry Clinton and Leo Reis- 
|man. Vocalists with bands will han- 
| dle ‘Song of Week’ gag. 

Attempts were made to sell pre- 
ceding half hour, from 6 to 6:30, on 
| same basis, with George Jessel han- 

dling show, but there weren't suf- 
| ficient bites from sponsors. Jesse] 
conducted program last year. 


RADIO FOLLOWUPS ON 
CURRENT B’WAY PLAY 


Series of comedy sketches about 
Henry Aldrich, leading character in 
‘What a Life,’ at the Biltmore, N. Y., 
|will be heard on the Kate Smith 
show for 13 weeks beginning Sept. 
29. Ezra Stone, Betty Field, Leah 
Penman and Clyde Fillmore will be 
in the radio cast. 

Clifford Goldsmith, author of 
| ‘Life,’ is writing the series, which 
contirues the activities of the char- 
acters in the play. 


Boice Quits CBS 


H. K. Boice, v-p in charge of sales 
for CBS, resigned yesterday aftere 
noon (Tuesday). No _ successor 
named. 

He joined CBS in 1930 as sales 
manager, coming from Lennen & 
Mitchell agency. He was made a 
v-p in 1931, ' 
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TEXAS STATE NETWORK SALUTE 
With Elliott Roosevelt, Gov. James 
Vv. Alired, Gov.-Elect W. Lee 
O’Daniel and His Hillbilly Boys, 
Gene Autry, Shirley Ross, Bob 
Hope, Lou Preston’s Trio, John 
Crawford, George Fischer, Everett 
Marshall, Four Aces, Ernest O. 
Thompson, Negro Choir of 400, 
Ralph Rose’s orch., \Ifred Wallen- 
stein, Morton Gould, William Gax- 
ton, Ernie Fiorito, Helene Daniels, 


Benay Venuta, Bob Stanley, Allen | 


Prescott, Jimmy Scribner, Charles 
Earl Funk, Jack Arthur 

120 Mins. 

Sustaining 


| 





Sept. 15, 7:30 
WOR, Newark 


GAUMONT OPENING 

With Jessie Matthews, Will Fyffe, 
Wiil Hay, Graham Moffat, Moore 
Marriott, the Twe Leslies, Teddy 


Brown, Eve Becke, Gerry Fitz- 
gerald, The Georgettes, Brian 
Michie and Louis Levy and his 
Orchestra, 

Monday (5), 8.30 p.m. 

45 Mins. 


B.B.C., London 

A thing that is as difficult of solu- 
tion in England as in America is how 
far competish from radio hurts thea- 
tre business, and whether theatre 
folk are justified in providing air 
shows that keep customers glued to 
their domestic hearths. It’s a big 
controversy in London, anyway, and 


Broadcast involving all the afore- | Gaumont-British is most prominent 
said names came as a triple celebra- jin trying to get the best of both 


tion. It officially ushered in Elliott | worlds. : 
State Network, | biz likes it or not, the fact remains a 


Roosevelt’s Texas 
dated the tieup between this new 
regional and the Mutual Broadcast- 


| 
| 


Whether picture or theatre 


broadcast of this type ranks among 
the best ether entertainment BBC 


ing System, and, at the same time, | offers. 


were not 
they were 


niversary. The listeners 
only entertained, but 


*. s2rved to mark Mutual's fourth an- | 


| atre 


treated to some choice quasi-political | 


tub-thumping and enlightened on 
what makes Mutual different in in- 
tra-policy structure from other net- 
works. The lesson was conveyed by 
the question and answer route, with 
Chas, E. Funk, the dictionary man, 
as head mentor. With Mutual, the 
listeners were informed, the affil- 
iated stations remain independent 
local entities and co-operate in orig- 
inating programs. 

WOR’s contribution to the celebra- 
tion consisted of four staff batonists, 
two girl singers, a baritone, Jimmy 
Scribner’s ‘Johnson Family’ act, and 
a gag each from William Gaxton 
and Victor Moore. It was a nicely 
cooked uv entry. Helene Daniels did 
a torch number; Benay Venuta went 
for the blues and Jack Arthur saluted 
Texas with ‘The Song of the 
Rangers.’ The staff maestros were 
Alfred Wallenstein, Morton Gould, 
Ernie Fiorito and Bob Stanley, the 
first three each offering their own 
styles of musical fare, while Stanley 
accompanied the vocalists. 


Broadcast at one point was 
switched to Washington so that an 
announcer at WOL could read a let- 
ter of best wishes from President 
Roosevelt. Odec. 





Ft. Worth, Sept. 15. 

With its prexy, Elliott Roosevelt, 
.as m. c. the 23-station Texas State 
Network inaugural originated from 
the Fort Worth Casa Manana stage 
and featured names from politics, 
screen and radio, Doing a neat take- 
off on his pater, Elliott introduced 
such political big-wigs as Gov. James 
V. Allred, Gov.-Elect W. Lee O’Dan- 
i2] and politico Ernest O. Thompson. 
Political ambish of all was notice- 
able. 


Lou Preston’s Trio, former holders 
of a late nite spot via WFAA, deliv- 
ered two range ballads; John Craw- 
ford, Fort Worth baritone, gave the 
control operators several bad min- 
utes on his opener to ‘I Love Life’; 
Ralph Rose’s orch maintained its 
rep for being on the brassy side, but 
got beyond ‘control only once or 
twice during a creditable account of 
a Texas medley. 


George Fischer introed Shirley 
Ross, Bob Ho and Gene Autry. 
Miss Ross warbled “Thanks for the 
Memory,’ with asides by Hope. 
Autry’s interpretation on ‘Ride Ten- 
derfoot’ was excellent. Baritone 
Everett Marshall sang ‘Another Mile’ 
and ‘The Night Is Young.’ 

Gov.-Elect O’Daniel, erstwhile 
flour peddler, was his usual effusive 
self in presenting his Hillbilly Boys 
for a rendition of ‘My Million Dol- 
lar Smile.’ Humorous angle devel- 
oped when O’Daniel admitted that 
he began his radio career via KFJZ 
—nis aU™.ence having heard WBAP 
take that honor several weeks pre- 
vious. 

On the gab side, script afforded 
TSN audience good picture of the 
new web’s advantages, 





SID GARY 

With Lee Grant Orch. 
Songs, Music 

15 Mins.—Local 
SACHS 

Daily; 8:00 p. m. 
WMCA, New York 

A romantie baritone voice offered 
at the right time to interest furni- 
ture buyers—women. Most recently 
worked at station WOR, where was 
re to get lost in the rush on sustain- 
ng. 

Nice pipes, with more than aver- 
age warmth. Veers from the faster 
styles for such numbers as ‘Diane,’ 
‘Without a Song,’ and ultra smooth 
renditions of pop ‘So Help Me.’ Also 
went ultra with ‘My Own’ from 
latest Deanna Durbin film. An- 
nounces his own numbers without 
any folderol and could stand a little 
dressing in that respect. 

Grant’s house crew furnish back- 
fround and accompaniment that en- 
hances his voice. Occasionally go 
out for a chorus solo themselves 
which also registers as better-than- 
average house stuff. 

Commercially, program is the re- 
verse. Squeezing in of three windy 
commercial announcements in a 
quarter hour show that offers five 
songs. including band solo, must cut 
into the quality of the offering. It 
Frips the ear. One in the middle 
of! Gir js should be the first 7 g9. 

ur 


This was part of stage show at 
opening of 3,000-seater Gaumont the- 
in Holloway (uptown north 
London), and introduced some of 
radio’s most popular acts. Show 
went at a gallop and not only 
aroused the theatre audience in a 
frenzy, but also made grand listen- 
ing. There was Jessie Matthews 
singing songs from Noel Coward's 
‘Operette,’ and that was okay for her 
fans: there was Will Fyffe doing his 
famous Ship’s Engineer character 
monolog in Scots dialect, which is 
readymade mike material; there 
were the Two Leslies (Sarony and 
Holmes). whose breezy numbers 
were the cue for fade out, however; 
and there was Teddy Brown, whose 
xylophone rendition of “The Lam- 
beth Walk’ panicked the audience 
and came across the ether with 
dynamic effect. 

Show also included comicker Will 
Hay, with his stooges Moore Marriott 
and Graham Moffat, in a sequence 
from their current Gainsborough 
picture, ‘Old Bones of the River,’ but 
this was not so happy for broadcast- 
ing, relying largely on stage business 
that the mike couldn’t get. Odd 
spaces were filled in by Louis Levy's 
well-drilled orchestra, with vocal cf- 
fects by Eve Becke and Gerry Fitz- 
gerald, and Brian Michie made a 
brief return to the mike to m.c. the 
broadcast, doing a reasonably 
straight job and helping to keep at- 
tention alive. 


THE ONWARD ROAD 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 





Sunday, 8 p.m. 


| KMOX, St. Louis 


A new twist to this program was 
made when Jerry Hoekstra, of 
KMOX’s Public Affairs Dept., con- 
ceived the idea of inviting execs of 
all rival stations in the St. Louis 
area to give their interpretation en 
the advancement of radio. After de- 
clining the invite, KSD reconsidered 
its decision the day before the broad- 
cast and joined the round-table dis- 
cussion, The absence of Rev. Her- 
man Hohenstein of KFUO, from the 
city prevented the assemblage from 
being 100%. 

Program was m.c.’d by Walter G. 
Head, prez of the General American 
Life Ins. Co. Its usual 15 min. pe- 
riod was doubled because of the 
presence of seven radio execs, all of 
whom acquitted themselves o.k, as 
radio speakers, 


Merle S. Jones, gen. mgr. of 
KMOX, in discussing the wage and 
labor value of radio stations to the 
community, said the largest (KMOX) 
employs 120 persons permanently 
and 50 on a part time basis and has 
an annual payroll of $400,000. The 
smallest station, Jones said, employs 
a permanent staff of 35 and its pay- 
roll is $75,000 per annum. Calling 
attention to the fact that the four 
nets have outlets here, Jones assert- 
ed that KMOX originated an aver- 
ro of 500 national programs for 


William H. West, v.p. of WTMV, 
said television is a proven success 
but not yet commercially practical 
because today’s equipment may be 
obsolete tomorrow. Albert S. Fos- 
ter, gen. mgr. of WEW, declared that 
just as radio did not hurt but bol- 
stered picture attendance, it ap- 
peared to him that radio news 
broadcasting merely whets the ap- 
petite for longer newspaper stories. 
Visio, when it. comes into general 
use, may be an adjunct to the news- 
paper just as radio has been. He 
also asserted that newspapers and 
radio are working together in the 
field of news, that they have sepa- 
rate spheres in which to function and 
at present they are doing a better 
job of keeping the public informed 
than ever before. 


George M. Burbach, of KSD, said 
his station plans its first visio broad- 
casting within the next 30 days. 
Burbach gave a technical explana- 
tion of how television broadcasting 
is accomplished. John C. Roberts, 
one of the owners of KXOK, St. 
Louis Star-Times new station that 
began operation Monday (19), said 
the greatest. value of radio is the 
fact that it keeps in constant touch 
with the public during all waking 
hours and thus is able to perform a 
public duty. 


Program went off without a hitch 
and, but for a few technical points 
that dialers probably could not un- 
derstand, was a nice piece of show- 





manship by the station. Sahu. 





| 


| 








SPOTLIGHT PARADE 
With Rupert Caplan, Elinor Stewart, 

Charlies Jordaa, Rey Campbell's 

Royalists, Allan Melver & Orch., 

Frank Starr 
Dramatic and Musical 
30 Mins. 

STANDARD BRANDS 
Tuesday, 9 p.m, 
CBM, Montreal 
(J. Walter Thompson) : 

Indications are that this production 
will be generally liked by Canadian 
listeners. Show caught was the sec- 
ond of the series and ran a little 
short of material towards the close. 
Otherwise, it was well-paced. 

Roy Campbell’s Royalists, added to 
the show this season, is a choral 
group of seven, three girls and four 
men. Excellent delivery strengthens 
show appreciably. 

Rupert Caplan, directs, acts as m.c, 
and is featured in the one-act plays 
specially written for the show. Play 
caught was titled ‘Gratitude’ and, al- 
though ending on an unhappy note 
with the dismissal of a watchman 
who had saved his employer’s life, 
narrative was handled capably. ‘ 

Flowery speech by announcer in- 
troducing Caplan, possibly intended 
as comedy, was superfluous and 
slightly ridic. Starr said that with- 
out Caplan the program would be 
like ‘a song without lyrics,’ or a ‘rose 
without a thorn.’ Copy of this type 
requires drastic blue-pencilling. 
Frank Starr, announcer, has clear, 
pleasant delivery. 

Charles Jordan, featured warbler, 
was okay with one solo, ‘You Go To 
My Head,’ and could be used advan- 
tageously for another, time permit- 
ting. Allan MclIver’s orch is smooth 
and orchestrations are satisfactory. 

Krushen. 


BLACK FLAME OF THE AMAZON 
Serial 
PEPSODENT 
15 Mins. 
7:30 p. m., Four Times Wkly 
2 CH, Sydney 
American entertainment in wax 
form runs on the usual thriller lines, 
but carries good fare for those who 
favor this type of air stuff. Nicely 
played by Americans and holding 
interest from needle start to stop. 
Set on the 7:30 p. m, band, it is as- 
sured entree at the right playing 
time for indoor consumption. Com- 
mercial plug is minor in running 
time. Aussie announcer takes up at 
point where the introduction ceases 
as provided by wax producer. 
Although transcriptions are grad- 
ually fading from the night-time 
spots, this one should stick around 
for quite a spell without becoming 
tiresome. Rick. 


JERRY COOPER 
Songs 
15 Mins, 
TUMS 
Tues.-Thurs., 7:15 p.m., EDST 
WEAF, New York 
(Dolan & Doane) 

Jerry Cooper, returning to the air 
for the first time since he left the 
Hollywood Hotel program last sea- 
son, baritoned himself impressively 
into his Tums-sponsored initialer 
Thursday night (15), outletted 
through WLW, Cincinnati. 

Cooper sang only two numbers, of 
romantic type, when caught, best be- 
ing ‘Music, Maestro, Please’ aided by 
a choral group of 14 voices. Latter 
had a couple of tunes to itself. 

Commercial plugs could be 
tempered. 





Follow-Up Comment | 





Bernie Armstrong’s ‘Time Out for 
Fun’ show on KDKA, Pittsburgh, 
(Tuesday 17:30-8), still remains a 
comedy half-hour of promise. Hasn’t 
hit the groove yet, but shows im- 
provement in last few weeks. Screw- 
ball interviews are amusing, al- 
though timing is off and scripting 
should be scissored more carefully. 
Armstrong’s also making a mistake 
in trying to make another Kenny 
Baker of his new singer, Ken Ward. 
Dialog with him is patterned exactly 
after the Benny-Baker lines and 
character is likewise developed the 
same way. Lays ‘Time Out for Fun’ 
open to copy charge as well as un- 
favorable comparison Musical in- 
terludes by Maurice Spitalny’s staff 
band all out of top drawer and gen- 
eral tone of show is bright enough to 
indicate an eventual click. 

Ethel Merman guested Thursday 
(15) on Radie Harris’ session over 
WOR. She was interviewed and 
told about how much fun she had 
making ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ 
with Tyrone Power, Alice Faye and 
Don Ameche, then dittoed about her 
newest, ‘Straight, Place and Show.’ 
Was inclined to be pretty much fan- 
mag stuff. Fact that Miss Merman 
warbled nary a note seemed like 
sorry programming. And the re- 
corded applause was worse than a 
dead silence at that point. 

In her film review portion of the 
program, Miss Harris got off a pair of 
boners. Spoke of Bella and Sam 
Spewack and referred to ‘Room 
Service’ as ‘their stage play.’ It was 
actually written by John Murray 
and Allen Boretz; Morrie Ryskind 
did the screen play. She also stated 
the film rights were purchased by 
RKO for $225,000. Correct figure 
was $255,000. Program moves this 
week from 6:45 p.m, to ‘7:15 p.m. 
Thursdays. 











OSWALD AND STANTON 
Comedy 
8 Mins. 
ROYAL GELATIN 
Thurs., 8 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 
Recently formed partnership of 
Oswald, formerly en Murray’s 
stooge, and Ernie Stanton, of the 
once standard team of Val and Ernie 
Stanton, made its air debut last 
Thursday (15) via the Rudy Vallee 
show window. Outside of the cir- 
cumstance that Oswald dominates 
the proceedings, the act’s routine 
sounded just about the same as the 
one that Oswald used to do with 
Murray, except that Murray used to 
spray the lines with more giggles. 
The studio audience seemed to get 
a big kick out of Oswald and Stan- 
ton’s exchanges. They went in 
heavily for riddles and puns and Os- 
wald spotlighted himself for some 
playing on the jew’s harp and imi- 
tations. The jokes were very fa- 


COLORADO’S HOUR 
Wesley Battersea, Elsa Kauerz, Janet 

Bible, Lester Harding, Men of the 

West (4), Gilbert Verba, Milton 

Shrednik, conductor 
Variety 
60 Mins, 

Monday 

CHAIN STORES OF COLORADO 

KOA, Denver; KGHF, Pueblo 
(Lord & Thomas) 

Easily the most pretentious pro- 
gram and part of one of the largest 
political advertising campaigns ever 
to be co-operatively sponsored in the 
state, the chain stores are leaving no 
stone unturned in an effort to have 





miliar, but they still sounded funny. | 


After a measure of teamwork ex- 
perience, the new act should make 
a crack bet for a regular 
ment on a network commercial. 
Odec. 
DON’T YOU BELIEVE IT 
With Alan Kent 
Discs 
15 Mins. 
LORILLARD 
WGY, Schenectady 
(Lennen & Mitchell) 
Waxers, spotted on various 


and Murial cigars, debunk widely- 
held ‘fallacies, customs and beliefs.’ 
Alan Kent, NBC announcer, blows 
away the bubbles of myth. Pre- 
sumably, the research work has been 
done by another person or persons. 
Feature stems from Ripley’s and 
others successful in radio and print, 
although here the process is one of 
correction. An educational show, it 
is On a modest budget, with Kent, 
Tom Slater and a fill-in announcer 


sta- | 
tions to advertise Sensation cigarets | 


: | poure lenty. 
assign- | Pp? d on p y 


the chain store tax voted down at 
the coming fall election, Large news- 
paper space being used to corral 
listeners for the radio offering, with 
stores also giving $1,000 in prizes for 
short paragraphs on ‘What the Chain 
Store Means to Me.’ 

To date no tax talk propaganda 
has been spread over the air. They’re 
saving that for the closing few 
weeks, when it will no doubt be 
Right now the 
plan is to build up goodwill for the 
chain stores and make as large a 
potential audience as possible for 
those last weeks. Airings are held 
in the Lincoln Room at the Shirley 
hotel, with 1,000 capacity. Program 
originates over KOA and is remoted 
to KGHF, Pueblo. 


The ‘salutes’ to various portions of 
the state are being written by Mary 
Coyle Chase. Show is m.c.’d by Wes- 
ley Battersea. Milton Shrednik di- 
rects the 18-piece orchestra. Every- 
thing is kept moving at a rapid pace. 
Entertainment is of high quality and 
should hold znd add listeners. Regu- 
lar entertainers and announcers, 
aside from Battersea and the orches- 
tra, are Elsa Kauerz, lyric soprano; 
Janet Bible, contralto; Lester Hard- 
ing, baritone; Men of the West, quar- 
tet, and Gilbert Verba, KOA an- 
nouncer, 





the only talent outlay. An organist | 


signs on and off. 
Formula is for Slater to read a 


statement or make an assertion of | 


the type commonly accepted as true. 
Kent follows with a slow, emphatic 
‘Don’t you believe it,’ and then gives 
the supposedly real lowdown. 
Commercials, of which there are 
plenty, have a price slant—10 cents 
for cigarettes, five for cigars. Jaco, 


BOONE COUNTY JAMBOREE 
With Pa and Ma McCormick, Brown 

County Revelers, De Vore Sisters, 

The Plainsmen, Boone 

Choir, Ralph Woods and His South- 

ern Stars, Charlie Wayne, Jimmy 

Leonard, Freddie Roehr, Hoosier 

Hotshots, Helen Diller 
30 Mins. 

INTERNAT. HARVESTER CO. 
Friday, 9 p.m., EST 
WLW, Cincinnati 

(Aubrey, Moore & Wallace) 

Program caught was second in a 
weekly series and the first one origi- 
nating before a paid audience in 
Emery, auditorium, downtown, which 
is to be regular studio for balance of 
run. House seats 2,200 and admish 
scale is 25-40c. 

It’s a de luxe hillbilly opry over- 
weighted with commercials, long on 
music, streamlined with choral of- 
ferings, and plenty short on comedy, 
despite fast tempo. Hoosier Hotshots, 
borrowed from the WLS Barn Dance 
troupe in Chicago, provided the 
barnyard hotcha. Helen Diller, ‘the 
Canadian Cowgirl,’ other guester, 
was another socko, a la yodeling. 

One of stanza’s best chores was 
performed by the choral group of 40 
voices, announced as the Boone 
County Choir. Quality harmony. 
Group had two spots. Another vo- 
cal gem was by the De Vore Sisters 
(3), bolstered with hummin»’ back- 
ground. Beautifully entwined was a 
poem, “Closin’ of the Day, recited by 
its author, Barton Reese Pogue, 

Brown County  Revellers 
Ralph Woods and His Southern 
Stars, orchs, delivered okay. In 
addition to the opening and closing 
blurbs, Jimmy Leonard, announcer, 
cut in three times with separate 
minute-long blurbs on tractors, used 
implements and farm trucks. Charlie 
Wayne (Dameron) did creditably as 
m.c 


and 


George C. Biggar, newcomer to the 
Crosley fold, and Harold Carr han- 
die the production end. After a 45- 
minute lapse a quarter hour of the 


stage show is picked up by WLW) 


as a sustainer. 


JERRY COOPER 
THE FAMILY MAN 
Talk, Music 
15 Mins. 
Monday-thru-Friday, 9:15 a.m. 
WEAF, New York 

Deft blend of a light story with 
incidental romantic touches, organ 
music and moral-pointing poetry is 
interesting enough for femme listen- 
ers. As told by a man (as here), who 
relates experiences of his motherless 
children and tells of his role as 
small-town doctor, it’s a natural. 

“Life is good so let's make the most 
of it, is the theme, Anonymous 
narrator’s voice will help women 
re-live their own little dilemmas 
with hubby and children. Candy- 
coated advice and poetry-readings 
drip with femme appeal in able 
hands. Organ music effectively plays 
up moods and emotions expressed. 

Show was formerly on WTMV, 
East St. Louis, for eight months last 
year. Hurl. 


Koll, 


| With Robert Emmet Dolen, 


CURTAIN AT 8:30 
Otte 
Harbach, Genevieve Rowe, Joe 
Lille Chorus 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Thursday, 8:38 p.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 
An offshoot of the ‘Port of Miss- 
ing Hits’ program, which Dolen con- 
ducted and which recently faded for 
lack of material, ‘Curtain’ has ready- 
made appeal. It features tunes, most 





of which were hits from Broadway 


| plays and musicals, 


County | 


The innate appeal of the tunes is 
aided considerably by the arrange- 


| ments laid out for Dolen’s crew. 


| 


| Program selected the New Amster- 


dam theatre to lead off and used 
melodies from ‘Madame Sherry,’ ‘45 
Mins. from Broadway,’ ‘Roberta’ and 
others, 


Opener was nicely scripted, giving 
| the impression of a Broadway pre- 
miere with Otto Harbach discussing 
| the chances of the show with a pa- 
tron. Genevieve Rowe and ‘oe 
Lille chorus contributed vocals of 
various numbers. Show presents a 
pleasing half hour, 





‘OUTWARD BOUND’ 
Columbia Workshop 
Drama 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 10 p.m., EDST. 
WABC, New York 


Columbia Workshop players and 
production crew swung into action 
for new season with every promise 
that their dramatic achievements 
will at least equal those of the past. 
Chose ‘Outward Bound,’ as a starter, 
an admittedly difficult piece to pre- 
pare for radio presentation and 
equally difficult to project clearly for 
airway listeners. That it was a 
facile production and easy to follow 
indicates the infinite care given the 
30-minute sketch. 


‘Outward Bound,’ which was done 
on the English stage in 1922 and on 
Broadway shorily thereafter, also 
was made as a picture by Warner 
Bros. Consequently, the story of the 
young married couple who attempt 
suicide and start off on the queer 
steamship bound for the ethereal 
kingdom is not unfamiliar, 


Success of Columbia Workshop 
pr~iluction in holding interest was in 
no small part due to effective direc- 
tion, understandable lines and trim 
individual performances. No cast 
credits, but outstanding was the work 
of the young Englishman who took 
his wife with him in the suicidal at- 
tempt. Others in cast measured up, 
indicating careful casting. 


_ Producers did skillful job in show- 
ing the manner in which the two 
escape from death and the ‘Outward 
Bound’ ship when Jocko, their pet 
dog, crashes a window and lets 
deadly gas out of the room in which 





they sought escape from life. While 
allowing for development of different 
characters on this strange boat, at- 
tention is kept trained on the half- 
ways married couple, eventually left 
behind at the ‘port of disembarka- 
tion.’ Colorful musical background, 
augmented by proper sound effects, 
helped maintain atmosphere. Back- 
ground effects, however, were in- 
clined to blast through lines near the 
finish of playlet. Charles R. Jackson 
is credited with the adaptation and 
Martin Gosch with direction. 
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*VARIETY'S’ LONDON 


OFFICE, 
8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafaigar Square 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO 


Cable Address: 
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VARIETY, LONDON 2 | 


Temple Bar 5041-5012 











AIR’S CRACK WA 


FEARS GRIP 


ARGENTINE 
STATIONS 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 4. 


Program quality is getting steadily 
worse and stations are falling into 
greater disrepute due to pulling of 
purse strings occasioned by recent 
government threats. Since Argen- 
tine government threatened to re- 
voke licenses or nationalize radio, 
owners are sitting back afraid to 
move and unwilling to spend coin 
against uncertain future with con- 
sequence that things are going from 
bad to worse. 

All stations can be disfranchised 
at a moment’s notice since they 
operate without government conces- 
sion with only a permit. Radio El 
Mundo is the only station with a 
concession and has that for 15 years. 
However, that also could be re- 
voked if the government decided to 
nationalize radio a la British Broad- 
casting. 

Threat first came in July when 
government voiced its concern ovet 
poor quality of majority of pro- 
grams emanating from Argentine 
stations and stated that permits 
would be revoked unless something 
was done by way of improvement. 
Since that time a move to national- 
ize radio has taken foot. Rampant 
stealing of each other’s programs 
for rebroadcast in more remote 
areas, general sloppiness of equip- 
ment, uninteresting presentation of 
uninteresting artists, over-lapping 
of frequencies and time, etc., all 
have had to do with present ac- 
tivity. 








A graphic illustration of station 
El Mundo (LR3), Buenos Aires, will 
be distributed among agencies, etc., 
throughout U. S. by Melchor Guz- 
man, New York rep of the station. 


Guzman returned from B. A. last 
week where he had been for two 
months studying station and other 
local radio situations. Aim now is 
to impress U. S. radio and adver- 
tising circles with importance of El 
Mundo in S. A. field. 


A complete set of pictures of 
physical equipment and staff will be 
used along with accompanying 
literature. It’s first time that such 
an attempt has been made. El 
Mundo’s idea is to gain some good 
will here in view of government 
threats to all stations, as weii as for 
business reasons. 


NAZIS CHECKING ON 
CZECHS VIA RADIO 


Vienna, Sept. 11. 


Having a Czech minority number- 
ing almost 100,000 people, Austria 
Reichsender decided to add broad- 
casts in Czech language. Nightly at 
7 p.m., for 15 minutes, the latest poli- 
tical developments are sent from 
new Argentinierstraze studio to 
Czech listeners, living mostly in the 
workers’ districts, to counteract 
Czech news emanating from Prague. 

Title of the program is, ‘Truth 
Succeeds.’ 











U. S. SET EXPORTS UP 


Total Sales to Foreign Customers at 
$675,285 in July 








Washington, Sept. 20. 


Healthy foreign demand for US. | 


radio sets was noted during July, 
with total exports hitting $675,285, 
Commerce Department reported last 
week. Five small countries took 
more than half the shipments. 


Belgium was best U.S. market for 
tubes, buying $31,854 worth; Canada, 








United Kingdom and Brazil were | 


Principal 
set parts; France and Canada bought 
most accessories. Leading customers 


destinations of receiving | 


for complete receivers were Union of | 
South Africa, $104,052; Brazil, $99,982; | 


United Kingdom, $56,438; Cuba, $50,- | 


691; and Venezuela, $47,059. 


| 





Prolog to Crisis 





Prague, Sept. 10. 

With the possibility that ra- 
dio communication may’ prove 
to e the only reliable means of 
contacting the western world in 
the event of a second World 
War, Czechoslovakian authori- 
ties have completed prepara- 
tions to meet an emergency. 
While only two stations are 
working at present, there are 
six others in res:\ve, located in 
various parts of the country. 

Recent shortwave broadcasts 
by William Shirer, CBS’ Con- 
tinental rep, from Czechoslo- 
vakia to the United States were 
a complete success and caused 
great satisfaction in official 
quarters here? 


ENGLISH RADIO 
TALENT 947, 
NATIVE 


London, Sept. 13. 

Talent employed in BBC programs 
are 94% British. Fact was revealed 
in statement by an official, replying 
to a con.plaint from secretary of 
Royal Society of St. George that too 
many aliens and too much foreign 
music appeared in programs. 

As regards music, BBC angle is 
that in current series of Promenade 
Concerts (long-hair — stuff), local 
compositions have outnumbered for- 
eign by more than 10 to 1—exclud- 
ing, of course, accepted classics. 
During present series 56 works of 
home composition have been pre- 
sented, six being first performances. 

St. George Society looks some- 
what screwy on the racial angle, 
and in its official magazine dis- 
criminates between nglish and 
other British listeners. Argues that 
native talent should get first call. 
Also claims there are too many 
Scottish musicians and an excess of 
Scottish. music. 

















2 Full-Length Operas 
To Get English Airing 


London, Sept. 13. 

Long-hair music broadcasts during 
the fall are set to include two full- 
length studio productions of opera, 
with first to be aired Oct. 28. It 
will be Vaughan Williams’ ‘Hugh 
the Drover,’ and will be hardly cut 
at all for the ether. 

Another idea is to present arias 
and orchestral items from unfamiliar 
opuses, from series compiled by 
Max Robertson after soaking him- 
self in European opera. Robertson 
has heard over 250 different pieces 
in variou. capitals, and specializes 
in picking up Continental broadcasts 
so as to spot any likely material. 


Vox Pop in Engiand 


London, Sept. 13. 

BSC is planning a little vox pop- 
ping for the fall and winter season. 
Variety director John YVatt and pro- 
ducer Mike Meehan are putting new 
feature into resumed Saturday night 
‘In Town Tonight’ series, reopening 
Oct. 8. Gag is to have a commenta- 
tor planted at some busy spot with 
a mike to take snap interviews from 
Passers-by on any topic that might | 
occur. 

Mike will be in hands of Michael | 
Standing, son of late Sir Guy Stand- | 


ing. 

















CAN. STATION LEASED 


| 

Yorkton, Sask., Sept. 20. | 

For years operated by James) 
Richardson & Sons, Ltd., as a mar- | 
ket outlet into northwestern Sas- | 
katchewan and hortheastern Mani- | 
toba, CJGX here has been leased to | 
Dawson Richardson, of Winnipeg. | 


| 


Fred Ball, formerly of Winnipeg 
Tribune, was named commercial 
mgr. 


Station studios remain in Winni- | 
peg. | 





COMPREHENSIVE 
IND IMPARTIAL 


Networks Distinguishing 
Themselves in Picking Up 
First-Hand Reports from 
European Nerve-Centers— 
Those Foreign Reps for 
U. S. Radio Doing Swell 
Jobs 





ON ‘EMERGENCY BASIS’ 





NBC, Columbia and Mutual, the 
trade agrees, did a crack job at cov- 
ering the European crisis during the 
past week. The nets’ sensitive alert- 
ness to news values and sources, deft 
marshalling of experts, wherever and 
whenever the occasion required, and 
keen exercise of impartiality’ and 
temperateness drew much favorable 
comment. Apparently because of the 
panoramic bigness of the event there 
were hardly any scoops scored. NBC 
picked up Premier Chamberlain on 
his return to England as a solo re- 
broadcast, but that was due to CBS’ 
dropping out just a few minutes be- 
fore to take care of some commercial 
commitments. 


Concerted bombardment of news 
and views from the other side didn’t 
actually get under way until last 
Tuesday (13). NBC had purposely 
laid off from heavily airing the Euro- 
pean jitters until then because it 
wanted to avoid anything that 
smacked of war-mongering. But as 
soon as Chamberlain’s proposed visit 
to Hitler was revealed, NBC chucked 
its hush-hush policy overboard and 
threw its facilities wide open to the 
European crisis. 

Mutual delivered the most novel 
touch of the week late Saturday 
night (17), when it broadcast in- 
stantaneous recordings of news bul- 
letin programs aired in English ear- 
lier that same evening by German 
and Czechoslovakian government- 
operated stations. While both news 
periods were larded with propa- 
ganda, the Nazi version offered 
American listeners a startling ob- 
ject lesson in unstinted venom and 
home-office journalism. Practically 
every item from the German trans- 
mitter, DJB, was preceded by ‘it is 
reported.’ 


Both NBC and Columbia went on 
a 24-hour coverage basis of news 
from the Sudeten area and Euro- 
pean capitals. Programs were fre- 
quently broken into with bulletins, 
and H. V. Kaltenborn spiced up 
Columbia’s output by being on hand 
either to translate, give resumes or 
comment on what had just been 
heard from the other side. 


Among CBS’ pickups from abroad 
were William Shirer, its Continental 
rep; Edward Murrow, its European 
director; John Whittaker, of the Chi- 
cago Daily News, and Kenneth 
Downs, of the International News 
Service, in Paris; Melvin White- 
leather, of the Associated Press, and 
Pierre Huss, of the INS, in Berlin; 
Matthew Halton, of the Toronto Star, 
in Prague, and Sir Frederick Whyte, 
English lecturer. and novelist, in 
London. 

As the international crisis in- 
creased in acuteness, the points of 
origin of the NBC and Columbia 
broadcasts spread over a wider area. 


|On Friday and Saturday the news 
| bulletins and resumes were coming 


direct from as many as five places 
on the European map. NBC’s pa- 
rade of foreign experts included 
Fred Bate and Max Jordan, its own 
European reps; Alistair Cooke, free 
lance correspondent; Karl H. von 
Wiegand, of the International News 
Service, from Prague; Harold Ett- 
linger, Paris correspondent for the 
Chicago Daily News; Walter B. Kerr, 
Prague correspondent for the N. Y. 
Herald Trib; Walter Deuell, of the 
Chicago Daily News, in Berlin, Ver- 
non Bartlett, freelancer; Gordon 
Lennox, of the London Daily Tele- 
graph, and M. W. Fodor, of the Chi- 
cago Daily News’ Prague bureau. 


Mutual had its staff European com- 
mentator, John Steel, on from Lon- 





vr 





Hindus’ CBS Scoop 





Columbia scored a startling 
scoop yesterday afternoon 
(Tuesday) by one of those 
curious quirks when, just as 
Maurice Hindus was about to 
close his broadcast from Radio 
Journal, Prague, he was hand- 
ed a message that the Czecho- 
slovakian government had a mo- 
ment before issued a com- 
munique to Great Britain and 
France that it ‘would continue 
to pursue its policy of concilia- 
tion. ‘The messenger walked 
into the studio at 2:45 EDST as 
Hindus was. informing his 
American listeners that there 
was nothing more he could tell 
them and that he was signing 
off. 

Press-Radio didn’t carry the 
bulletin. on this communique 
until 3:06 p.m. The airing of 
the news item by Hindus con- 
stituted the first world beat 
since the network’s bombard- 
ment of news on the European 
crisis started last Tuesday (13). 

Hindus, author and journal- 
ist, was retained by CBS to do 
comment for it out of Prague 
as the Sudeten-Czech conflict 
started to come to a head. 











don Thursday and Saturday nights. 
On Sunday, like NBC and CBS, it 
did English summaries of the Musso- 
lini, Premier Hodza and President 
Benes speeches. 

Kaltenborn phoned Prague peri- 
odically and quoted Maurice Hindus, 
author, on man-in-the-street reac- 
tions. Hindus also shortwaved via 
CBS from the Czech capital yester- 
day . 

CBS pulled another novelty yes- 
terday afternoon at the Berlin rail- 
road station, as some 75 press cor- 
respondents were departing in three 
special cars for Berchtesgaden in an- 
ticipation of British Prime Minister 
Neville Chamberlain’s meeting with 
Hitler. An Italian, two British, one 
French, the AP and UP men and 
Sigrid Schultz, the Chi Trib’s femme 
rep, spoke. William Shirer of CBS 
chaperoned the press corps, super- 
vised by a German press official. All 
the newshawks spoke optimistically 
of ‘no war,’ and the likelihood of an 
international accord to ease the ten- 
sion, 

A sidelight on Hindus’ man-in-the- 
street observations from Prague 
Monday night was that it paralleled, 
almost verbatim, what Walter B. 
Kerr of the N. Y. Herald-Tribune 
said over NBC earlier in the day. 
Sounded like the boys were swap- 
ping notes. 





Washington Emergency 
Washington, Sept. 20. 


Agitation over European war crisis 
last week placed local web affiliates 
on an ‘emergency basis,’ ready to 
operate 24 hours a day if and when 
war breaks out. 

Occupying the most strategic po- 
sition in the country for official 
broadcasts, reception of foreign news 
and contact with European embas- 
sies, Washington transmitters will 
become the national source of radio 
news and comment on the progress 
of a European war, if this week’s 
negotiations between the foreign 
|}powers are upset. Awareness of 
station managers to this problem is 
seen in orders 
WJSV, CBS transmitter, to remain 


night’; installation of 
broadcast equipment in the WRC- 
WMAL rewsroom to facilitate in- 
stant broadcasts of flashes from 
| United Press, while WOL (Mutual) 
| is keeping bigshots off the air as 
| much as possible so that frequent 
| cut-ins ‘will not hurt anybody’s feel- 
| ings.’ 





Station’s Newsroom 


| Newsroom broadcasts from WRC- 


| WMAL will become a permanent 
|feature of the NBC transmitters, 
| whether or not war breaks in Eu- 
‘rope. Success of the new setup 


London, Sept. 13. 
BBC’s idea of using pictures in 
television programs got further stim«« 
ulation following Olympia radio ex- 
position, when two of Gaumont-Brit- 
ish’s old epics were played alternate- 
ly every day for a week. Showings 
evoked such comment from lookers, 

BEC now plans more pic revivals. 


Problem, though, is whether it 
will get the pictures. Special per- 
mission was obtained from distribu- 
tors for the twce G-B film: but BBC 
will have to begin over again with 





to personnel of! 


on call ‘at any time of the day or | 
complete | 


| Kinematograph Renter; Society if 
| they are to hope to get other reis- 
| sues for ethering. Society so far 
| has stood out against releasing films 
| for visio, and in <his have had 100% 
| support of Cinematograph Exhibi- 
| tors Ass'n, 

It’s not certain that KRS would 
| agree to lift its ban—a_ distribs as- 
| sume, if there is still life in the old 
| product, it will earn them more rev- 
| enue in the theatres than BBC could 
| afford to pay. 

When BBC started off recently 
with a Continental picture, “The 
Student of Prague,’ that was okay 
with distribs, because KRG has no 
jurisdiction over that type of sub- 
ject, but latest inea is that owners of 
| visio receivers would take more 
kirdly to reissues »%f English-speak- 


versions with subtitles, 
Exhibs’ Meeting 

English exhibs are getting the jit- 
ters on account of visio, especially 
in view of reports BBC is angling 
for film product to trick out its pro- 
grams. Matter is going to be 
| threshed out by General Council of 
| Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn, 
|meeting in Glasgow tomorrow 
| (Wed.), and meanwhile territorial 
groups have already gone to bat on 
the situash, 

Idea promulgated at important 
Portsmouth centre was to have all 
motion picture interests combine in 
joint committee to resist approaches 
by BBC for permish to ether re- 
issues, and this will be laid before 
the Glasgow meeting. CEA mem- 
bers aver all trade concerns should 
determinedly refuse to release either 
material or equipment to BBC 
which might in any way conflict 
with the theatres, 

Possible BBC’s approach to dis- 
tribs meantime hasn’t got any place, 
due to the fact Kinematograph Rent- 
ers Society has not been in session 
since July, though expected to meet 
again before this month is out. 








already has convinced officials of 
the value of piping hot news di- 
rectly to listeners. At present sta- 
tions are interrupting regular pro- 
grams to deliver the latest bulletins 
on Czechoslovakia and Germany, 
with frequent round-ups used to 
summarize developments. 

Station officials in all Washington 
studios are holding daily and night- 
ly conferences on the handling of 
current war stuff, and on the ex- 
tremely delicate situation into which 
they will be plunged in the event of 
a foreign explosion. 





Canadian Breaks 
Saskatoon, Sask., Sept. 20. 


Anxious to broadcast every Euro- 
pean flash on the networks and still 
carry their own commercials, CBC 
| outlets are having a hectic time of 
it. Most have followed lead of 
CKCK, Regina, in appointing man to 
sit by with earphones and plug in 
_ any special announcement even 
_while commercial is in progress. 





} 
} 





| 

| FRENCH SOUP 
Montreal, Sept. 20. 

| Cempbell Soup is sai. to be mull- 
ing a French progran to go over a 
regional network in this province. 

| Eastern sales manager for Camp- 
| bell, from Camden, N. J., has been 
reported negotiating for one of sev- 
eral productions, 


ing hits than to foreign language. 
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Agencies-Sponsors 





WOR, NEW YORK 


Julius Grossman (Shoes) through 
Sterling Advertising placed quarter- 
hour program ‘Lamplighter’ starting 
Sent. 11. Heard Sundays 12:30 p.m. 

Olson Rug Co. five-minute pro- 
gram, starting Sept. 20, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays at 8:20 a.m. 
Presba, Folkers & Presba set. | 

Regal Shoe Co., inked for Trans- | 
radio News and football followup | 





series via Dave Driscoll starting | 
Sent. 24 at 4:15 p.m. Frank Pres-| 
brey Co. set. 


ivi icati begins a 
Living Publications (V- s 
chet h | hour, ‘Carolyn Pryce,’ home econom- | 


lies on KFRC, and California Don | 
| Lee web on Sept. 16. 
White Laboratories (Feen-a-mint), | 


Bev), 15-minute show, ‘Moments of 
Relaxation,’ Sundays at 7:45 p.m., 
“starting Sept. 25 through Franklin 
Bruck ‘agency. Norman Brokenshire | 


handling. Also set for second series 
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri- 
days starting Sept. 12, 


Lindlahr program from 12 to 12:3 
noon, 

W. Warren Barbour 
Committee, Red Bank, N. J., 
for one shot, Nov. 7, 9:15 to 9:30 p.m. 
Schenck Advertising agented. 

Firestone Tire and Rubber Co., 
"Voice of the Farm,’ starting Sept. 
13 at 12:15 to 12:30 p.m. ev 
day and Thursday. 
Mondays and Fridays. 

Pinex Co. changed schedule to 
Tuesdays and Thursdays starting 
Oct. 4 from 4 to 4:15 p.m., present- 
ing Transradio News with Frank 
Singiser. Russel M. Seeds agented. 





WOV-WBIL, NEW YORK 

General Mills, Inc. (Wheaties), 15- 
minute programs five times weekly, 
through Blackett-Sample-Hummert. 

Continental Baking Co. (Wonder 
Bread), 35 spot announcements; 
through Benton & Bowles. 

Health Products Corp. 
Mint), spot announcements through 
William Esty. 


Diamond Candle Co., Inc., three | 
~ half-hour programs and three spot| 


announcements weekly. 

Rex Jewelry Co., half-hour weekly, 
through Carlo Vinti Advertising. 

Planters Edible Oil Co. (Ali d'Italia 
Oil), 15-minute programs, six times 
weekly; through Pettinella Adver- 
tising Co. 

Keystone Manufacturing Co. (San 
Giorgio Macaroni), half-hour weekly, 
through Aitkin-Kynett. 

Public Service Optical Co., three 
15-minute programs weekly. 

Mays 34th Street, N. Y., daily 15- 
minute programs. 

New York School of Music, 15- 
minutes weekly. 

Rev. Glenn H. Davis, New York, 
one hour weekly. 





KFRC, SAN FRANCISCO 

General Mills, Inc., through Westco 
agency, is spotting its transcribed 
serial, ‘Jack Armstrong,’ five days 
weekly starting Sept. 26 on KFRC 
and all Mutual-Don Lee outlets in 
California except KVEC. Contract 
expires April 21, 1939. 

Marin Dell Milk Co., through 
Campbell-Ewald, has renewed for 


another year its Saturday night 
broadcasts of ‘Budda’s Amateur 
Hour.’ Dean Maddox is m.c. 


Hartz Mountain Products, Inc. 


' (bird seed), through George Hart- 


man, New York, signed for 10-min- 
ute participation in Tuesday broad- 
casts of ‘Feminine Fancies’ over 
KFRC, and all Mutual-Don Lee sta- 
tions on Coast except KVEC. Con- 
tract for one year. 

P. Lorillard Co. (Sensation ciga- 
rets), through Lennen & Mitcheil, 
New York, has inked year’s renewal 
for twice-weekly ‘Don’t You Believe 
It’ programs conducted by Bob 
Bence over KFRC and the Mutual- 
Don Lee web (except KRKO and 
KGDM). 





WGNY, NEWBURGH, N. Y. 

Ford Motors (for special used car 
drive) set for 39 50-word announce- 
ments, starting Sept. 1. 

Ralston-Purina, three quarter-hour 
periods weekly, commencing Sept. 12 
and running Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays for 17 weeks. Recorded 
by World Broadcasting, featuring 
WLS Barn Dance talent. 





WNEW, NEW YORK 
Siegel System Sales Corp. (voice 
culture), sharing ‘Make Believe Ball- 
room’ program for six quarter-hours 
weekly for four weeks, beginning 
Aug. 29. 


| spotting 
Victor W.|five days weekly, starting Sept. 6 


Campaign | Platt-Forbes, 
a ae ae announcements | trio of Jeanne Baxter and Henrietta ily 10-minute news broadcasts for 


nouncements per week for eight 
weeks. John H. Dunham placed. 

Peter Pavl, Inc. (candy), 62 spot 
announcements, starting Sept. 12 and 
ending Dec. 16. Platt-Forbes, Inc., 
agency. 

Philip Morris Co. (Paul Jones 
cigarets), on Aug. 29 started indef 
six times per week participation in 


RADIO 





Wednesday, September 21, 1938 














KDKA, PITTSBURGH 


Carleton and Hevey (Father John's 
Medicine), weather reports nightly 
except Sunday for 26 weeks starting 
Oct. 3, through John W. Queen 
agency. 

Duquesne Brewing Co., quarter- 
hour of music every Friday and Sat- 
urday evening for 52 weeks, through 
Walker-Downing. 

Royal Typewriter Co. spot an- 
nouncement nightly for 13 week, di- 
rect. 

Air Conditioning & Training Corp., 





‘Early Risers Club’ program, Biow 
Co, placed. 


Crowell Publishing Co., 


weekly morning 


through William Esty, New York, 
100-word announcements 


0| through June 5, 1939. 


Oxo, Ltd. (bouillon cubes), through 
New York, begins 


Sept. 26 through Dec. 30. Also five 
6 


la week on KSFO through Dec. 


| 


Formerly heard | ing 


Peter Paul, Inc. (Ten Crown gum), 
through Emil Brisacher 


announcements on ‘Don Lee 
World Reporter’ programs over 
KFRC and Don Lee web in Califor- 
nia. Through Jan. 14, 1$29. 
signed with KSFO for five weekly 
broadcasts of ‘Oddities in the News’ 
for 26 weeks. 

Standard Beverages, Inc. (Par-T- 
Pak), through Emil Reinhardt, Oak- 
land, Cal., is spotting one-minute an- 
nouncements on KPO. San Fran- 
cisco, Sundays, starting Sept. 4. 


McRoskey Airfiex Mattress Co. 





13. 
Francisco. Emil Brisacher agency. 


KSFO, SAN FRANCISCO 


H. W. Kastor & Sons, sponsoring 10 
transcribed announcements weekly 
through June 9, 1939, in addition to 


Beaumont Laboratories (cold tab- 
signed for 10 transcribed announce- 


ments weekly starting Oct. 10. Con- 
tract expires March 10, 





Chrysler Motor Corp. (Plymouth 
autos), through J. Sterling Getchel, 
Chicago, will air 10 night announce- 
ments weekly starting Sept. 22 over 
a 13-week period. 

Gordon-Allan, Ltd. (Par soap), 
through Tomaschke-Elliott, Oakland, 
Cal., six weekly daytime announce- 
ments through Dec. 31. 

Oneida Silver Co., through Batten, 
Barton, Durstine & Osborne, set for 
two announcements weekly begin- 
ning Sept. 12 for 13 weeks. 





WJJID, CHICAGO 


Sterling Insurance, 30 minutes 
daily, seven days weekly. ‘Okla- 
homa Outlaws’ singing western bal- 
lads. Contract to run 26 weeks. 
Direct. 

Newart Clothing Co., 15 minutes 
weekly following pro football games 
of Chicago Bears. ‘Dressing Room 
Interviews’ with Red Grange. Mal- 
colm-Howard agency. 

Dr. Scholl’s Foot Comfort Shops. 
News broadcasts three 15-minute pe- 
riods for 13 weeks, Presba, Fellers & 
Presba agency. 

McKenzie Milling Co. 10 an- 
nouncements weekly for 13 weeks. 
John Dunham agency. 

Legan Laundries, 15 # minutes 
weekly, recorded music on Sundays; 
26 weeks. Robert Kahn agency. 





Wilshire Oil’s ‘Pull Over Neighbor’ 
on KFL (Los Angeles) renewed for 
13 weeks, 





DON LEE COAST CHAIN 

Wheaties’ ‘Jack Armstrong’ 
newed for another 30 weeks. 

Phillies (cheroots) ticketed Sam 
Balter as sports narrator. 

Woman’s Home Companion spon- 
soring shoppers’ program. Contract 
for 30 weeks. 

Norman Nesbitt’s news cast taken 
for 13 weeks by Ten Crown gum. 
Early morning period tagged by 
Polident dentrifice. 


‘Calling All Cars,’ Rio Grande oil’s 


re- 


Ford Motors, 25 spot announcements , ©°PS-28d-robbers opus, renewed for 


for 10 days, starting Sept. i. Placed 
by McCann-Erickson agency. 

Cc. F. Mueller (macaroni), Jersey 
City, participation in ‘Morning Star’ 
program, six times weekly for 39 
weeks. Started Sept. 5. 

0-Cedar Corp. (mops and polish), 


/one year on Columbia Coast net- 


work, 








| 


Sawyer Biscuit Co., ‘Adventures of 
Jimmy Allen,’ on WMAQ, Chicago, 
beginning Sept. 26. Five-a-week 
quarter-hours at 5:15 p.m. Neisser- 


Starts Sept. 12 with five spot an-'Meyerhof agency. 


& Staff, | 
ery Tues- sponsoring thrice-weekly participat- | 


Also | 


over KPO, San} 


Lewis-Howe Co. (Tums), through | 


‘Music of Today’ disc quarter-hour 
every Sunday night for 13 weeks, 


| through National Classified. 
through | 
| Geyer, Cornell & Newell, New York, | 
quarter- 


Kellogg Co. (All-Bran), three par- 
ticipations weekly in Home Forum 
for 13 weeks. 

Republican State Committee, three 
15-minute spots weekly through 
| Nov. 3. 





Duquesne Light Co. has taken two 
new shows weekly on WCAE, Pitts- 
burgh, for 13-week stretch. First 

hits every Wednesday night .t 7:30 
|and features new rhythm combina- 
| tion under Max Adkins with singing 


| 


'and Dorothy Rosenberg. Other pro- 
| gram is quarter-hour, every Monday 
and Thursday, with Anne Sutter, 
home economics expert. 





Oldsmobile Co. will sponsor play- 
by play accounts of Pittsburgh Pi- 
rates’ away-from-home football 
games in National Pro League over 
WWSW, Pittsburgh. Joe Tucker at 
the mike and account was placed di- 
rect. 





Atlantic Refining Co. has pur- 
chased time on WWSW,,. Pittsburgh, 
| for broadcasts of nine football games 
|this season; four Carnegie Tech 


First 
into 


two involving Duquesne U. 
| time that WWSW has broken 


Haring, now in Buffalo broadcasting 
accounts of Buffalo baseball games 
|in International League, will do the 
uescriptions, 





| 
| WAAB, BOSTON 


Book Theatre Assn., Boston (Pub- 


a weekly quarter-hour transcribed | ishers and Sellers), 13 15-minute | 
variety show which debuts Sept. 25.| programs, Saturdays p.m. Book The- | feed), 15-minute musical transcrip- 


}atre with Mabel Cobb. Placed 
| ton. 
| Division of Savings Bank 
surance, Commonwealth of. Mass., re- 
newal, 52 participations in News Ser- 
vice, Sundays, noontime, from Sept. 
25 through Sept. 17, 1939. Placed 
through A. W. Ellis Co., Boston. 

Friend Bros., Inc., Boston (Baked 
Beans), 52 30-minute programs, Sun- 
days, noontime. Friend’s Student 
Radio Club. From August 28 through 
August 20, 1939. Ingalls-Advertising 
Co., Boston. 

Pieroni Bros. & Co., Boston, 18 
time signals, six weekly, noontime, 
through F. Lewis, Boston. 





WNAC, BOSTON 

Walker-Gordon Laboratory, Plains- 
boro, N. J. (Milk Products), renewal 
117 100-word plugs, full week (daily), 
from Sept. 6 through Dec. 31. 
Young & Rubicam. 

Pine Bros., Inc., Philadelphia (Ora- 
sol Mouth Tablets), 60 30-word plugs, 
from Oct. 31 through Feb. 17, 1939, 
staggered schedule. McKee & AlI- 
bright, Philadelphia. 

First National Steres, Inc., Somer- 
ville, Mass., 234 fifteen-minute pro- 
grams, daily Mon.-Sat., to preem 
Sept. 26 and end June 24, 1939. (Also 
on WTIC, Hartford, WEAN, Provi- 
dence, WTAG, Worcester. and 
WCSH, Portland). Badger & Brown- 
ing, Boston. 

Grove Laboratories, St. Louis, Mo. 
(Grove’s Bromo Quinine), 308 100- 
word plugs, daily full week, stag- 
gered schedule, from Oct. 1 through 
March 3, 1939. Stack-Goble Agency, 
Chicago. 

Rumferd Chemical Works, Rum- 
ford, R. I. (Baking Powder), 116 3u- 
word plugs, two daily except Sun- 


through Nov. 21. 
rier, N. Y. 

Washburn Candy Co., Brockton, 
Mass., 60 30-word plugs, Mon.-Fri. 
from Sept. 12 through Dec. 2. Ben- 
nett & Snow. 


Atherton & Cur- 





KFRC, SAN FRANCISCO 

Pacific Greyhound Bus Lines (re- 
newal) through Beaumont & Hoh- 
man agency, San Francisco, 35 
broadcasts of ‘Remance on the High- 
ways,’ 15-minute dramatic program. 
Starts Jan. 1 over Mutual-Don Lee 
network through California and 
Oregon. 

Wheatena Corp., 78 times, starting 
Sept. 19 at 7-7:15 p.m., Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday with Ford 
Rush and his Tinkle Toy Band, an 





switches its ‘Sleep Serenade’ quar- | clashes, three Penr State affairs and | 


ter-hour from Sunday to Thursday | 
(Feen-a- | Starting Oct. 


Jife In- | 


days, am. and p.m., from Sept. 15) 


& Gibson, Philadelphia 

Remar Baking Co., 25 times with 
‘Show of the Week,’ live talent, start- 
ir.g Sept. 25, 3:30-4 p. m. Sundays, 
through Sidney Garfinkel, San Fran- 
cisco. 

Alders Bros. Milling Co. (Friskies), 
through Erwin Wasey & Co., Seat- 
tle, 26 broadcast of ‘Jimmy and 
Gyp,’ et. drametic show, starting 
| Sept. 27 trom 5:15 te 5:30 p. m.,, 
| Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
| Dr. Frank E. Robinson (renewal), 
|52 broadcasts starting Sept. 11 with 
| ‘Psychiana,’ e. t. talk, at 10:45 a. m. 
| Sundays for five minutes. Izzard Co. 
placed. 

Fred T. Wood, Inc. (Real Estate), 
ithrough Emil Reinhardt, Oakland, 
| Cal., 13 times starting Sept. 11 at 10- 
| 10:15 a. m. Sundays. ‘Moraga Melo- 
| dies, e. t. music, 

Calif. State Chamber of Com- 
merce, Sait. Francisco, 30 times for 
|one minute e.t. announcements at 
| varying times, starting Sept. 14. 








| 
| Renault Wine has signed with 
| WCAE, Pittsbuegh, for three week- 


}next 13 weeks. Bob McKee, of sta- 
|tion’s staff, doing headlines-spiel. 
|Program is aired for additional 
thrice-weekly periods at noon as sus- 
tainer. 
Eastern Wine 


Corp. (Chateau 


| Wine), through Alvin Austin, full- | 


|hour variety program on_ station 
| WEVD, N. Y., starting Sept. 20. Airs 
11 p. m. to 12 1iidnight. Maurice 


| Hart will m.c. 





Sawyer Biscuit Co. (United Bis- 
| cuit Co.), througk Sherman K, Ellis, 
|‘Air Adventures of Jimmy Allen,’ 
over WMAQ, Chicago, five times 
weekly starting Sept. 26. 





| WGY, SCHENECTADY 


| Lalf-hour ‘Man on the Farm’ Sat- 
| urday noon programs, with two 10- 
| minute transciibed units and a 10- 
minute live talent agricultural in- 
l\terview handled by Announcer Ches- 
er D. Vedder, through Benton & 
| Bowles, starting sept. 24. 
Ralston Purina Co. (livestock 


|tions, ‘Checkerboare Time,’ thrice 


lets), through H. W. Kastor & Sons, | through Chambers & Wiswell, Bos-| weekly, to June 2, 1939, through 


Gardner Advertising Co., St. Louis. 
| Kellogg Co. (All-Bran), participa- 
| tions in Market Basket, thrice week- 
ly, to Dec. 22, through Kenyon & 
Eckhardt, N. Y. 

Fowler’s Department Store, Glens 
| Falls, N. Y, participations in Mar- 
ket Basket, twice weekly to Dec. 22, 
through Hevenor Agency, Albany, 


Good Luck Food Products, par- 
ticipations in Household Chats, once 
weekly to Dec. 15, through Hughes, 
Wolff & Co., Rochester. 


Curtice Bros. (Blue Label Toma- 
toes), participations in Household 
Chats, once weekly, through Dec. 8. 

Cobleskill Milling Co. (Kaple Pan- 
cake Flour), 20 participations in 
Market Basket. 

Procino & Rossi, Auburn, N. Y. 
(macaroni and spaghetti), half hour 
Italian musicals, Sundays, Oct. 2 
through March 26, 1939, through 
Barlow Agency, Syracuse. 

Fern Furniture Co., Albany-Sche- 
nectady, five-minute announcements 
twice weekly, Sept. 26 to Dec. 24, 
through Leighton & Nelson, Sche- 
nectady. 

Mantle Lamp Co., quarter-hour 
transcriptions, Sundays, Oct. 16 to 
Jan. 8, 1939, through Presba, Fellers 
& Presba, Chicago. 

Carleton and Hovey, Inc. (Fathe: 
John’s Medicine), daily weather re- 
ports, Oct. 3 to Arpril 1, 1939, 
through John W. Queen, Boston, 

Atlantic Refining Co., Saturday 
college football games, Oct. 1 to 
Nov. 26, through N. W. Ayer, N. Y. 

Knox Gelatine, participations in 
Market Basket, twice weekly, to Dec. 
| 7, through Kenyon & Eckhardt. 

Mayfair Furniture Co., Albany, 
five-minute announcen.ents, once 
weekly, Sept. 18 to March 12, 1939, 
through Hevenor Agency. 

Riverbank Canning Co. (Madonna 
Tomato Paste), participations in 
Market Backet, twice weekly, to Oct. 
2f, through Sternfield-Godley, N. Y. 

Rival Deg Food, participations in 
Market Basket twice weekly, Oct. 
4 to July 1, 1939, through Charles 
Silver & Co., Chicago. 

Ward Baking Co. (Soft-Bun 
Bread), quarter-hour transcriptions 
of ‘Jane Arden,’ five times weekly, 
Oct. 10 to Jan. 6, through Sherman 
| K. Ellis, N. Y. 

Boyal Typewriter Co., one-minute 
announcements, twice weekly, Sept. 
21 to Dec. 16. 

Rumford Baking Powder, one- 
; minute announcements thrice daily, 








et. show. Piaced by Rahrabraugh | 


——. 


to March 12, through Atherton & 
Currier, N. Y. 

Saltesea Packing Co. (soup), one- 
minute announcements, through Liv- 
ermore & Knight, Providence. 

Williamson Candy Co. (O'’Henry), 
one-minute e.t. announcements, five 
times weekly, to Sept. 1, 1939, 
theough John H. Dunham, Chicago. 

Beaumont Laborateries (Four-Way 
Cold Tablets), one-minute announce- 
ments, Oct. 10 to Marck 11, through 
H. W. Kastor, Chicago. 





KDKA, PITTSBURGH 


Campbell Cereal Co. (Malt-O- 
| Meal), quarter-hour disc shows three 
times weekly for 23 weeks. Through 
H. W. Kastor. 

Republican State Committee, 19 
quarter-hour spots for political ad- 
dresses, Through McLain. 

John Morrell Co. (E-Z Cut Ham), 


spot announcements daily for 26 
weeks. Through Henri, Hurst & 
McDonald. 


Lewis Howe Co. (Tums), two an- 
nouncements daily five days a week 
for 39 weeks, and 15-minute disc pro- 
grams once weekly for 39 weeks. 
Through H. W. Kastor. 

Democratic State Committee, 18 
quarter-hour political talks. Through 
Barnes & Aaron. 

Beaumont Laboratories, 15-minute 
transcription show once weekly for 
22 weeks. Through H. W. Kastor, 
| WMCA, NEW YORK 
National Bowling Arena, N. Y., 
| five-minute spot announcements five 
times weekly for 26 weeks starting 








| Sept. 12. Direct. 
| Peter Paul, Ine., Naugautuck, 
|Conn., five-minute program, ‘Odd 


| News Today,’ Monday through Fri- 
| days, starting Sept. 12 for 14 weeks, 
Through Platt-Forbes. 
Man-O-War Publishing Co, (re- 
inewal), ‘Turf Club,’ 6 to 6:15 p.m.,, 
| Monday through Saturday, starting 


the collegiate grid picture. Claude) Quaker Oats Co. (animal feeds), 39 | Sept. 12 for 52 weeks. Through 


Metropolitan Advertising Co. 

Carleten & Hovey (Father John’s 
Medicine), one-minute announce- 
ments Monday through Friday for 26 
weeks, starting Oct. 3. John W. 
Queen, Boston, placed. 

Cemmunist Party, started Sept. 16 
with 26 broadcasts through J. P. 
Muller agency. 





- WHN, NEW YORK 

Royal Typewriter Co., through 
Buchanan & Co., 13-week contract 
for 15-minute participations in 
Charles McCarthy ‘Early Bird’ pro- 
gram six mornings per week. Also 
on for station-break announcements 
twice weekly. ° 

Famous Furriers, N. Y., through 
Midtown Advertising, piaced paitic- 
pating announcements in Sam 
Taylor’s ‘Hollywood Sound Stage,’ 
program for 13 weeks.: 

P. J. LeRoy (home piano in- 
struction) (renewal) of 13 weeks, 
effective Sept. 12 for two 15-minute 
periods daily, six days per week, 





WOR, NEW YORK 


R. H. Macy & Co., through Young 
& Rubicam, starts Sept. 19, Mondays 
through Fridays, 12:45 to 1:00 p.m. 
with ‘Consumers’ Quiz.’ Also for 
Martha Manning, sales talk, starting 
Sept. 20 every Tuesday at 9:15 a.m. 
for 15 minutes. 

Tide Water Oil Co., N. Y., through 
Lennen & Mitchell, renewal begin- 
ning Nov. 12, Stan Lomax, sports re- 


porter, Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays, 7 to 7:15 p.m. 
Carter Products, Inc. (Carter's 


Little Liver Pills), through Street & 
Finney, renews five-minute ‘Drama- 
tized Health Talks,’ e.t., starting Oct. 
12, Monday through Friday. 





Gas Appliance Society of Cali- 
fornia, through Jean Scott Frickel- 
ton agency, San Francisco, is plan- 
ning another of its periodic 10-day 
campaigns over stations in northern 
and central California, Oct. 5 to 15. 
Time will be bought for 100-word 
spot announcements and five-minute 


participations on home economics 
shows, 





Electrical Appliance Society of 
Northern California will use KQW, 
San Jose, in a test campaign begin- 
ning Oct. 1, in which 100-word an- 
nouncements will be used. Through 
Jean Scott Frickelton. 





Denalan Co. (dental plate 
cleanser), San Francisco, through 
Rufus Rhoades & Co., conducting 
spot announcement campaign on 
three Coast stations: KFRC, San 
Francisco; KFAC, Los Angeles, and 
KXA, Seattle. 





Benjamin Franklin Life Insurance 
Co., San Francisco, sponsoring series 
of 130 quarter-hour musical pro- 
| grams on KQW, San Jose, relayed 
|}from KJBS, San Francisco. 
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68 Dailies Have Dropped Radio 1007, 
Others Retain Logs and Highlights 


y+ 
7. 








Total of 68 newspapers have 
dropped all phases of radio free 
space during the past eight months. 


Others have eliminated features, col- 
umns and photos, but retained logs 
and program highlights. Impression 


around the networks is that these 
moves were actuated more by a de- 
sire to economize on overhead than 


by a hostility to broadcasting as a 
competitive media. Also that as 
business picks up, most of these 
drop-outs will be back on the col- 
umnar space list. 

Among the towns where the 
brooms swept clean when it came 
to radio are Los Angeles, San Fran- 
cisco, Detroit and Hartford, Conn. In 
no instance was space shortage given 
as the reason for the elimination. 

One radic p. a., who makes a prac- 
tice of maintaining a record of 
papers devoting space to radio, de- 
clared last week that there are still 
334 newspapers with over 20,000 cir- 
culation which still carry logs, best 
bets and gossip columns. 


LANDIS WAITS 
FOR SPONSOR 





No statement had been issued by 
Judge K, M. Landis, baseball czar, 
up to yesterday (Tuesday) as to the 
availability of the World Series on 
a sustaining basis. Series starts Oct. 5. 

It is understood that he will call 
a meeting of the representatives of 
CBS, NBC and Mutual as soon as he 
becomes convinced that there isn’t a 
chance of selling the series. No 
bites are reported by any of the 
networks. 

It is reported that Landis is peeved 
because NBC and Columbia included 
the forthcoming series in promo- 
tional pieces put out by the nets, 


WELI, N. H., DICKERING 
FOR CBS AFFILIATION 


New Haven, Sept. 20. 

WELI, Postmaster Patrick J. 
Goode’s indie, is set for full time by 
permission of the FCC. Station has 
options on three transmitter sites 
and construction will begin after 
commission okays location. Kilo- 
cycler, now 900, will switch to 930 
with day-and-night schedule. 

WELI is eighth of Connecticut’s 
nine commercial exhalers to get full- 
time permit. WNLC, New London, 
newest of state stations, has been 
recommended grant by examiner. 

Affiliation of WELI, covering New 
Haven and southwest Connecticut 
zone, with CBS is assured. Man- 
ager James T. Milne, huddling with 
Columbia execs in New York, has 
already been given alternative of be- 
coming daytime ally until night op- 
eration begins, or of waiting until 
WELI makes full-fledged preem. 

Other Connecticut airers readying 
for full time are WATR, Waterbury 
indie and affliated with WELI and 
WNBC, New Britain, as Connecticut 
Broadcasting System, and WNBC, 
which looms as a candidate for an 
NBC-Blue diploma, Blue net has no 
representation in Hartford area, 
which WNBC’s new transmitters will 
blanket, 














Rhode Island’s 
Leading Station 





NEW VORK > CHIEROO 
OSTROST- SAN FREMEISEO 


Bette Davis Leads Off 
In ‘Texaco Drama Spot 








Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
Dramatic spot on Texaco Star | 
Theatre, initialing Oct. 5 over Co-| 
lumbia network, will be tenanted | 
by Bette Davis, supported by players | 
from the Reinhardt Workshop. 
Producer Bill Bacher giving 18 
|minutes to the acting turn. Re- 
|mainder of program will be music 
;} and comedy. 








Bob Poole at WNEW 


Bob Poole, formerly with WBIG, 
N. C., has been added to the an- 
nouncing staff of WNEW, N. Y. 

Spieler will double into a soloist 
slot as well as making announce- 
ments. 








Injun Trouble 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 20. 

KSL receptionist Parley Baer 
escorted a special tour of Nava- 
jo Indians through ether out- 
fit, spieling a concise pitch for 
the copper-hued -rubber-necks. 
After 40 minutes, Baer ex- 
claimed ‘If there are any ques- 
tions, I shall be glad to answer 
them.’ 

Several minutes later, one of 
the tribe mustered courage to 
answer: ‘No questions, no un- 
derstand English.’ 


Fels Naptha Spotting 
Local Live Shows 


Fels Naptha account is readying 
for a return to radio, but on a live 
show basis in various localities. 

Hubbell Robinson, Jr., of Young 
& Rubicam, is again doing the scout- 
ing around in the eastern and mid- 
west sectors, while the agency’s 
Hollywood office is doing like serv- 
ice in the Pacific area, 














B.B. Rates in Midwest Have Hit Peak: 
Stations See Need for Price Cutting 





Chicage, Sept. 20. 
Station operators in the midwest 
area are reported to be coming 
around to the view that their rates 





| 
| 


cancel home games. 

In Chicago, as an example of the 
nation-wide situation, cost of games 
runs from $35,000 to $150,000 for the 
season on the various stations, with 


| for play-by-play baseball broadcasts! the rights costing an additional one- 


(have about reached the peak and 
‘that a new selling 
should be developed for such pro- 
grams. On practically all outlets, 
baseball time is sold at considerably 
above the rate card and it is the con- 
sensus of opinion among broadcast- 
| ers that if the burden is permitted 
| to become too onerous for this type 


killing the proverbial goose. Besides 
the premium rates, the client’s final 





arrangement | 


| $500 for 


of advertiser there’s a chance of | 


bill includes the cost of the broad- |! 
cast rights and the out-of-town wire ! Texaco, Socony-Vacuum, Goodrich, 
pickups when rain or other factors! Old Golds. 


third of those figures. Also most of 
the stations charge an additional 
one-half charge for games that must 
come in by wire. Thus, if the pro 
rata figure for each home game is 
$1,000, the station gets an additional 
those games which are 
brought in from out-of-town. 


Advertisers have begun to squawk 
that a 200% increase is too much of 
a premium to pay for baseball, with 
the result that the baseball broad- 
cast field is being narrowed down 
each year to a few dyed-in-the-wool 
baseball play-by-play advertisers 
such as Kellogg, General Mills, 











New voices—fresh 
in production. 


the country. 





and directors. 


CINCINNATI 


LARGEST INDEPENDENT 
SOURCE OF TALENT 





NOW 


NET WORK 0 


10 FALL COMMERCIAL 


ALREADY SCHEDULED FOR 


Leading agencies are finding new characterizations and original presentations for their script shows 
and productions NOT needing Broadway and Hollywood talent and are SAVING MONEY to 
buy additional stations. You too can get the most audience for your network appropriation by 
economical production with WLW’s independent talent. 


RIGINATIONS 





WWW 


person alities—tomorrow’s stars—put sparkle in your script—save dollars 


BUY MORE STATIONS 
WITH MONEY SAVED! 


More listeners—more sales! This is the point. where appropriation dollars will stretch without 
weakening any part of the plan. WLW maintains the greatest independent source of talent in 


ABLE STAFF AND SPOT 
DRAMATIC CAST OF 50 > 


If your show needs no big names you will find WLW staff dramatic and spot cast of 50 fits any 
script. Special talent to individualize your show is easily and economically added. 


53 staff musicians provide any type background ... Nationally known conductors, arrangers 


Many agencies in New York and Chicago find that WLW originating facilities provide big time 
showmanship at half the cost of metropolitan production. 


GET FREE AUDITION 


WLW 





Let us cast your script—furnish you with free record- 
ing. You'll be amazed when you listen and then 
look at the cost. 


WLW isaconstant source of NEW ideas. Several sus- 
taining shows with audiences already built available 
fer fall campaigns. Write, or wire or tune in 


THE NATION’S STATION 
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Priest Attacks Chairman McNinch 
As Not ‘Sincere on Investigation 





Washington, Sept. 20. 

Removal of FCC Chairman Frank | 
R. McNinch, for asserted unfitness, | 
was demanded Sunday (18) by Rev. | 
Edward L. Curran, president of | 
Catholic Truth Society, in telegram 
to President Roosevelt warning that 


immediate steps are necessary to 


| mitted abuses in 


,; about radio monopoly to the Ameri- 


can people.’ 

Although McNinch was named to 
conduct a clean-up of the FCC, he 
‘has done nothing to correct the ad- 
radio,’ the cleric 
declared. ‘Nor has he done anything 
about the charges made in Congress 





| 


guarantee that the forthcoming radio | and never denied, that monies of a | 
investigation is not a whitewash. No| large national network, a holder of | 
reply from New Deal quarters. many valuable radio licenses, were 


Reciting McNinch’s political rec- | 
ord, Father Curran, who was agitat- 
I last spring for a Congressional 
the broadcasting industry 
and the regulators, charged the FCC 
leader with political treason and 
with seeking to purge the Commish 
staff of people who do not share his 


srobe of 


‘intolerance.’ | 
Reported purge of ‘loyal members | 


of the Commission’ is aimed at re- 


moving individuals who will not ‘be 


used to bribe elected representatives 
of the people and to debauch Fed- 
eral Court officials 


EWU and WSAY, Roch., 


Sign Wage-Hour Pact) 


Rochester, Sept. 20. 


aid of Thomas M. Finn, 
labor conciliator, WSAY here 


With the 
U.. i 


a party to his subtle efforts to/| has reached an agreement with its 
a3 minimize and, if possible, to nullify five techncians, who three weeks ago 
your own public demands for a went on strike, taking the station 

thorough and genuine investigation off the air for three hours. 

»9f the admitted unsavory conditions Pact calls for a 44-hour week and 





existing in radio broadcasting, Father 
Curran charged. McNinch’s opposi- 
tion to a Congressional look-see was 
brought to the President’s attention, 


100 to 125% increases in pay. 
Present workers are to be retained 
and any new technicians added must 
be members of the Electrical Work- 


with the priest accusing the FCC |ers Union, which negotiated the 
“4 chief of lobbying around the House | agreement. 
L of Representatives ‘to thwart the ef-| General Manager Gordon P. 
forts of conscientious legislators in | Brown represented the station in 


EL? 


their 


attempt to present the truth! the negotiations. 











10900 WATTS 


Nationally Represented by 


WEED & COMPANY 


KXOK offers a new approach to 


valuable sales in St. Louis, the na- 





tion's eighth biggest market. An 


ne 


entirely new station in this rich 
market giving St. Louis new en- 


tertainment, attracting new 
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listeners—and making new sales 
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for its advertisers. With the 
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backing of a great publication, 


the St. Louis Star-Times, KXOK 


presents advertisers unequalled 


opportunities for reaching and 
holding the St. Louis audience. 
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New Indpls. Station 


Indianapolis, Sept. 20. 

Indianapolis’ new station, WIBC, 
will begin operation Sept. 25 from 
its studios on the ninth floor of the 
Indianapolis Athletic Club, Station 
will be on the air daily from 6 a. m. 
to sunset, operating on a frequency 
of 1,050 kilocycles with 1,000 watts 
power. Will use the old WIRE trans- 
mitter, 

Glenn Van Auken, Indianapolis at- | 
torney, is president of the Indiana | 








Broadcasting Corp., which will op- 
erate WIBC. McLaughlin, who will 
serve as general manager, is a for- | 
mer staff member of both the Indi- 
anapolis Star and the Indianapolis | 
Times, and returns to Indianapolis 
from Clevel and, where he was gen- 
eral sales manager for the nited 
Broadcasting Co. stations, WHK and 
WCLE, 











FORESEE BOOM 
IN RADIO EDUC. 


Washington, Sept. 20 

Big boom in education by radio is 
expected this year by the U. S. 
Office of Education, which pointed 
out that all major webs are cooper- 
ating actively in providing better 
programs for school kids 

Number of groups producing edu- 
cational programs, now about 350, is 
likely to double this year with the 
increased interest in possibility of 
hooking culture with broadcasting. 
State radio councils are making good 
progress and the industry seems in- 
clined to play a larger part in the 
efforts, 

Reservation of 25 ultra-high fre- | 
quencies for non-profit educational | 
stations is stimulating development 
of broadcasting for school purposes. | 
Officials noted New York has re-| 
ceived permission for one of these 


transmitters and Cleveland will 
operate an outlet this year. Score 
of other educational systems, col- 


leges and universities are ogling the 
situation. Equipment companies are 
cultivating the prospective market. 


Atlanta Qutiets Go 
Heavily for Election 





Atlanta, Sept. 20. 

Four local stations really went to 
town with election coverage here 
last week. WSB was on air inter- 
mittently throughout the day with 
returns and at 8:15 p.m. cleared the 
decks for a continuous spasm straight 
through until almost 3 a.m. Thursday 
(15), with brief interlude for benefit 
of Amos ’n’ Andy clearance. Ernest | 
Rogers and Lambdin Kay droned out | 
the figures, in which there was 


| to the airways Sept. 





Monopoly Probe Due Oct. 24 





will be looked into, 


are specifically summoned to tell 
reveal full info on their 





Federal Communications Commission today 
form letter addressed to all radio stations announcing that the start 
of its monopoly probe will be Oct. 24. 
other arrangements with third parties’ 


Three national networks, NBC, CBS and Mutual, plus the regionals 


relationships, 
setups and their payments to A.T.& T. and others. 


Washington, Sept. 20. 
(Tuesday) issued a 


‘Contracts, agreements and 
affecting station operation 


all. They must be prepared to 


financial terms, corporate 








Campau Succeeds ago 
’ + J ™“ 
As CKLW’s Ge 
Detroit, Sept. 20. 
James E. Campau succeeds Frank | 
Ryan this week as general manager 
of CKLW. Ryan, who’s been g.m. | 
of station for past three years, | 
leaves to become public relations | 
counsel for the Hudson’s Bay Co. as 
contact man for company in U. S&./} 
and Canada. 


| 
| 
4 


Campau has been in charge of | 
operations and staff at CKLW’s| 


| Windsor (Ont.) studios since station | 


hit ozone in May, 1932. Previously 
was a lawyer and served on several 


| advertising publications. 





‘Ad-Lib’ Back in Philly 
Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 
novel WIP show, returns 
29 after a hot- | 
weather layoff. Series is audience- 
participating, 12 persons being se- 
lected each show and asked to speak 
extemporaneously for one minute on 

a topic given them. 

Program is conducted by ‘Dr. 
Socrates,’ nom-de-radio of Ben Mass, 
prof at Northeast High School, 
Philly. 


*‘Ad-Lib,’ 





| Sundays, 
/ periods both preceding and following 


Gi WJJD Sets 
~ Full Commersh 
Grid Schedule 


Chicago, Sept. 20. 
WJJD is the first and probably the 
only station here to set a full com- 
mercial for football this 
Has signatured contracts for 
football broadcasts on Saturdays and 
with 15-minute commercial 


schedule 


season 


the games. 

On Sundays will take pro football 
games of the Bears, with General 
Mills as sponsor. Preceding for 15 
minutes will be a comment period 
sponsored by the Harding Restau- 
rants and 15 minutes following the 
games for Newart’s clothing com- 


| pany 


WJJD cracked the college football 
arena late last week and will likely 
be the only station here accomplish- 
ing that trick. Will take Northwest- 


'ern games at around $200 per game 


Sandeberg Vice Robbins 
San Francisco, Sept. 20. 
David Sandeberg has succeeded 
Don Robbins as San Francisco sales 
manager for the McClatchy radio | 


| chain and bay district representative | 
‘for the California Radio System. 


Sandeberg was formerly with John 


for the rights, with Oldsmobile pay- 
ing the way. Preceding, for 15 min- 
utes, will be a period for Downtown 
Parking, with the post-game 15-min- 
ute slice for Old Heidelberg Res- 
taurants. 





Alice Maslin will conduct ‘Woman 


| Blair & Co., station reps, and was/| of Tomorrow,’ which NBC starts on 
previously commercial manager of| WJZ Sept. 28 as a participation 
KYA here. Robbins resigned re-| program, available to advertisers in 
cently. | the metropolitan New York area. 

















Returns in Hot Race 





plenty of interest due to fact that 
Sen. Walter S. George, singled out | 
for purging by President Roosevelt, | 
was putting up fight for his political 
life. He won over ex-Gov. Eugene | 
Talmadge and Federal District At- 
torney Lawrence Camp, who carried 
presidential blessings into race, et 
placed third. 

WAGA, little brother of WSB, | 
Journal-owned station, put on a com- 
petitive show, using United Press | 
coverage, sponsored by General Flec- | 
tric. WSB used AP returns, as did | 
WGST, which has newscast Seles | 
with Constitution, morning sheet. | 

WATL, indie station, had a ball | 
game to air during early part of eve- | 
ning, but managed to squeeze in re- 
turns and later miked election pro- | 
ceedings from Hearst’s Georgian- | 
American building, using INS dis- 
patches. 

Atlanta stations reaped a goodly 
harvest with the unprecedented 
amount of time bought by the can- 


didates in the bitterly contested 
races. Even the small stations | 
throughout the state got fat. | 





HOTEL STUDIOS 
Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 20. | 

Studios for Salisbury’s new station, 
WSTP, will be located in the Yad- 
kin hotel, occupying a second-floor | 
wing that consists of eight rooms and | 
a hallway. 
WSTP will have a daytime power | 
of 250 watts and a night power of | 
100 watts, unlimited. It will operate | 
on a fréquency of 1,500 kilocycles. 





Starting in October, BBC will | 
present regular Wednesday night | 
‘Swingtime’ feature for jitterbugs, 





using recordings. ' 
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“It happened one night at the 
Shore Club. Our new Lafayette five 
“mike” sound system was working 
melody magic. Folks on the floor 
had stopped dancing to listen. At «> 
intermission a gent in white pants 

comes up to me beaming and says, * 
‘I want you boys on my new radio 
show’, and hands me his card. Now 
we're heard round the world.” et 
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Here’s the Story 


Lafayette’s 30 Watt, 6 Channel Port- 
able Sound System does things to 
any band! Imagine having five micro- 
phones you can operate all at the 
same time, and still have complete 
control over each. Place one mike in 
the brass section, another in the wood- 
winds, and so on. What unusual ar- 
rangements an orchestra can devise! 
Entire system fits into two uc.ses, com- 
plete with tubes and choice of one of 
six mikes at no extra cost. Lafayette 
Model 873-T is just one of a complete 
line of advanced sound systems 
offered in our naw 1939 FREE catalog. 
Send for your copy today. 


WHOLESALE RADIO SERVICE °° 


NEW YORK,N.Y. ¢ CHICAGO, ILL. e ATLANTA, GA. 


100 SIXTH AVENUE. 901 W. JACKSON BLVD. 265 PEACHTREE STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. BRONX, N.Y. 
0., INC. 


NEWARK, N. J. JAMAICA, L. |. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


‘Information Please,’ NBC quiz, is being offered to advertisers for $2,500 
a broadcast. Under its present sustaining setup, Dan Golenpaul, the pro- 
gram’s owner, collects a lump sum weekly from the network. Out of this 
he pays for the stanza’s permanent participants, occasional guests and a 
staff of research experts and clerical workers. He pays $2 for every ques- 
tion used and $5 for those not answered at the mike, with the two payoffs 
figuring on an average of $60 a week. Along with Clifton Fadiman, in- 
quisitor, Golenpaul has John Kieran, sports writer; Franklin P. Adams 
(FPA), columnist, and Oscar Levant, composer-pianist, under contract as 
the program’s standby brain trust. The guest answerees get $50 apiece. 
The permanent corps is reported payrolled at from $200 to $350 each. 

Program’s staff of experts and clerks consists of six persons. All answers 
attached to the contributed questions are checked by these specialists in 
such subjects as science, history, music, contemporary events and whatnot. 

Golenpaul formerly conducted the ‘Raising Your Parents’ program on | 
the NBC blue (WJZ) link and did the ‘Magazine of the Air’ session for | 
Mutual in 1934. 














Report that the Crosley Radio Corp., owner of WLW, Cincinnati, was 
contemplating entering the automobile manufacturing field was confirmed 
in a notice of a special shareholders’ meeting sent out last week. Among 
the proposals listed in the notice was the dropping of the word ‘Radio’ 
from the corporation title and the revision of the company’s ‘purposes’ to 
include the clause ‘to engage in any kind of manufacturing business.’ It 
was explained that the amendment would make it possible to enter the 
automobile manufacturing business, ‘when and if such entry into the 
automotive industry appears desirable.’ 

It has been reported for some time in investment circles that Crosley 
is considering the manufacture of a two-cylinder car, similar to the type 
which has hecome popular in England because of high gasoline costs. 

Station WNYC, municipally owned, is sticking out its chest as the station 
of ‘the peepul,’ although normally dishing out classical music and civic 
palaver. 

Station made 12 announcements late Monday afternoon (19) within two | 
hours calling on all striking truck drivers to attend emergency meeting | 
at 69th Regiment Armory. Hall was packed at 8 p.m. without further 
announcements much to surprise of station. All union teamsters struck 
late last week. 











Another six-month extension of the rule requiring frequency monitors 
for all types of broadcast stations was granted last week by Federal Com- 
munications Commission. Although originally effective Sept. 15, 1936, the 
regulation never has been applied because of lack of suitable equipment. | 
Rule hits relay, international, television, facsimile, high frequency and 
experimental plants. 





With its own newscast to publicize, KLZ, Denver, feels it should garner | 
what publicity it can instead of plugging the dailies. So instead of the | 
usual sign-off, ‘for further details see your newspaper,’ a KLZ announcer | 
hops on it to say, ‘for further details listen to the voice of the news at’— | 


and gives the time for the next newscast. 





Radio Stars Magazine exits following the December issue, leaving only | 
two radio fan sheets of the type in the field, Radio Mirror and Guide. Lester | 
Grady, who edited Stars hops into a similar capacity on Film Fun. Grady 
had divided his time between the two sheets. Bill Vallee, brother of 
Rudy, is out. 





Contract between Nat Shilkret and Ruppert beer stipulates that the | 
batonist is not to get any billing on the program, which the account | 
debuted on WEAF, N. Y., last night (Tuesday), Ban also includes others | 
in the cast. Brewer wants no other billing for the show but ‘Ruppert’s 
Relaxation Time.’ | 

Gertrude Berg, of the Goldbergs’ family serial, has signed Jan Peerce to | 
sing the Rissotti arrangement of ‘Kol Nidre’ on the program on ‘Yom 
Kippur’ Oct. 4. This is the ninth year for the serial and on previous 
holiday programs the chant had been sung by a cantor. 








Bea Wain, vocalist, was not signed for Old Gold program on CBS as 
part of Larry Clinton band. Singer was signed separately by the agency 


commercial, She'll get a separate buildup on show. 





Lew Lehr. who returned Monday (19) from a European gadabout, did 
not know the name of his sponsor-to-be (Half-and-Half Tobacco), as the 
details of the deal signed for the Ben Bernie set-up did not reach him in 
transit. Just knew he was set for Oct. 2. Bernie had been phoning him 
to Berlin, etc., but just missed him each time. 


CHEV. BUYS HALF-HOUR, 
10-STATION WEB SHOW 


Dallas, Sept. 20. 


Chevrolet Dealers, southwest divi- 
sion, bought half-hour show on 
WFAA, latter feeding to a 10-station 
network beginning Oct. 2. Title of 
show will be ‘Chevarieties.’ Web 
will be composed of WFAA-WBAP, 
Dallas-Ft. Worth; KPRC, Houston; 
WOAI, San Antonio; WSMB, New 
Orleans; KVOO, Tulsa; WKY, Okla- 
homa City; WJDX, Jackson, Miss.; 
KGNC, Amarillo, an KTBS, Shreve- 
port, 


Karl Lambertz will direct the pro- 
gram, which will feature an 18-piece 
orchestra; Jimmy Jefferies, m.c., Roy 
Cowan, announcer; Ranch Dudes, 
trio; Chevrolet Chanters, quartet, 
and Ruth Bickford, soprano. Deal 
was handled through Dallas office of 
Tracy-Locke-Dawson. 





Coughlin Buys Time 
On Atlass’ WIND, WJJD 


Chicago, Sept. 20. 
Father Coughlin will use both 
Ralph Atlass stations, WIND and 





WJJD, for his broadcast coverage 
in this area. 











Troy Tees Off Jan. 1 


Albany, Sept. 20. 


Harry Wilder Angel says that con- 
struction will begin within one 
month on his new Troy station, with 
daytime broadcasting starting about 
Jan. 1. Claims station will be as 
large as any hereabouts, except 
WGY, and with one kilowatt will 
cover wider area than Albany sta- 
tions which have Troy studio. 


Troy is now the only city of size 
in N. Y. State without a commercial 





SALT LAKE CITY 


Representative: 
JOHN BLAIR & CO. 











station. 
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Laments for Breakfast 


Cleveland, Sept. 20. 

Green Derby, night spot, 
Signed the oddest contract of 
the season with WHK, calling 
for broadcasts at the unusual 
time of 7:30 am., just to be 
different. 

Derby hillbillies are forced to 
Stay up all night to do their 
morning airings and ballyhoo 
their stuff as the ‘only nightery 
music you can hear at sunrise.’ 














DEM. VS. REPUB. 


PUTS STATION 
'N MIDDLE 


Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 

Sub-rosa struggle between Demo- 
crats and Republicans for time on 
WCAU on the final. night of the 
present political campaign is putting 
the outlet right in 
matter which way it decides. 
Leon Levy, prez of the station, cited 


|situation this week as backing up 


still farther the contention of Ne- 
vile Miller, new NAB chief, that new 


broadcasting. 





the middle, no} 


'laws are necessary to cover political lg 


|with KLZ and KVOR, 
p | by the Oklahoma Publishing Co. of | 
-T. | Oklahoma City. 
ceived in advance by all three sta-| 
tions against putting on the Ruther- | 


VARIETY 





Anti-Catholic Speech Swamps 
Stations with Protests; Outlets Cut 
And Apologize on Air, in Dailies 





Denver, Sept. 20. 
An organized drive by Catholics 


was made both in advance and after | 


the broadcast of the hour-long ad- 
dress of Judge Joseph J. Rutherford, 
of the Witnesses of Jehovah, during 
which he especially attacked 
Catholic church. The time, paid for 
by the Witnesses of Jehovah, of 
which Rutherford is the titular head, 
was contracted over station: KFKA, 
Greely; KLZ and KVOR, Denver, as 
part of a 50-station hookup. KFKA 
let the speech run the full hour, but 
the other stations shut it off after 
about 23 minutes—shortly after the 
tirade against the Catholic church 
became exceptionally hostile. 
Speech was also contracted over 
WKY, Oklahoma City, which along 
is controlled 
With 


protests re- 


ford talk, company and station ex- 
ecutives were ready to take emer- 
ency action if conditions warranted. 
As soon as Rutherford began berat- 


As things stand now, the Demo- | ing the Catholic church, Edgar T. 


crats have signed for considerably | pe)) 
more time than the Republicans. | ¢-om 


Democrats, however, are asking for 
more. 
additional time, but the only time 
available was requested first by the 
Democrats. GOP claims it should 
get the time, as Dems already have 
so much, while the Dems claim they 
should get it because they asked for 
it first. Republicans are citing clause 
in radio law specifying that ‘equal 
facilities’ shall be available to all 


| parties. 


Time in dispute is between 10:30 
and 11 p.m. Republicans want the 
whole half hour, while the Demo- 
crats have aready claimed 19:45 to 
11. Democrats also have signed for 
11-10 to 12 o'clock. 





Casey Takes Globe 

Globe News Service, publicity 
subsid of the Sherman K. Ellis 
agency in New York, has been taken 
over by John T. Casey. Latter has 
been acting director of office since 
it was opened early this year. 

He’s 2 former newspaperman and 
author. 


Republicans likewise want |KvoR to do the s 


| 


| 








general manager, called KLZ 
Oklahoma City saying WKY 
had already cut and for KLZ and 
ame and put an 
apology on the air. Since the phones 
at KVOR were swamped with pro- 
tests, manager Hugh Terry had cut 
out the phone and it was necessary 
for F. W. Meyer, KLZ manager, to 
use the teletype to reach KVOR. 
Besides the apology on the air, 
KVOR published a page one apology 
the next day in the Colorado Springs 
Gazette. The apology read: 


‘KVOR wishes to apologize to the 
members of the Catholic faith and 
to all religious and governmental 
bodies that were the object of state- 
ments by ‘Judge’ Rutherford on his 
international network radio broad- 
cast. KVOR accepted the time reser- 
vation in good faith, and deeply re- 
grets that the part of the broadcast 
carried by the station contained re- 
flections on any person or faith.’ 


KLZ Offers Rebuttal 


Apology given by KLZ when the 
broadcast was cut was along the 
same lines. 


the | 


, fered time to any who wished to an- 
|swer Judge Rutherford. 

| On the day after the broadcast, 
KLZ manager Meyer called on 
|Bishop U. J. Vehr to explain how 
KLZ had been in the Rutherford 
hookup, and to further apologize 
That night the station gave the 
| Cathedral of the Immaculate Concep- 
ition a half-hour broadcast of the 
| celebration of the birthday party of 

Monsignor Hugh L. McMenamin. 
| Board at KLZ was swamped with 
|calls from Sunday through Wednes- 
|day. That it was a concerted drive 
| was evidenced by the fact that scores 
who called after the broadcast were 
|not aware that KLZ had cut the 
| broadcast and had apologized. Most 
: 
lof those protesting seemed appeased 
| when told that. 

Meyer says the time was contracted 
through the Katz Agency, station’s 
N. Y. representative, and that the sta- 
tions had been uassured the talk 
would be inoffensive. Meyer indi- 
icated no additional time would be 
|sold Rutherford. KVOR as well as 
some Denver stations have been ap- 
| proached for time on Oct. 2 when the 
|next Rutherford address will be 
| originated from New Orleans, 


Catholic members of the American 
Legion say they will attempt to have 
}the Denver Legion chapters protest 
| to the Federal Communications Com- 
missions because of the Rutherford 
broadcast, branding it ‘un-American 
and anti-religious.’ 


MENNEN’S ‘MEETING’ 
ON MUTUAL OCT. 9 


Mennen’s will start its audience 
participation show, titled ‘The Peo- 
ple’s Rally,’ on Mutual Oct. 9. It 
will be m.c.’d by Bob Hawk, who 
has conducted quizzes over WGN, 
Chicago, and John B. Kennedy. 

Program wlll be cleared to all 
| stations but WOR, Newark, from 
3:30 to 4 Sunday afternoons. Because 
| of football commitments WOR will 
| broadcast the show Monday nights 
(8-8:30). Hookup will take in Phil- 
adelphia, Baltimore, Pittsburgh, Cin- 











Station, in addition. of-'cinnati, Buffalo and Chicago. 
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WKY gets 


AXIM 


Jobber-Dealer Cooperation and 





Consumer Response 
In Oktahona 





—_________________ | 





WRY Selis 
ALL THREE 


WKY ¢ OKLAHOMA CITY 


Representative — The Katz Agency, inc. 
Affiliated with The Oklahoma Publishing Company 
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DISCING 2 WPA 
SERIALS FOR 
SCHOOLS 


WPA Radio theatre will start ship- 
ping recordings of its ‘Epics of 
America’ and ‘Men Against Death’ 
series to schools and colleges Oct. 19. 
Platters have been requested fr 
educational purposes. Station 
WNYC, owned by the City of New 
York, has also taken waxings to be 
broadcast to schools in the city. 

‘Epics of America’ is a series now 
off the air which dramatized early 
American history. ‘Men Against 
Death,’ dramatizations of the Paul de 
Kruif books, written around the bat- 
tles of science against various dis- 
eases, will indirectly join the news- 
paper campaign against social dis- 
eases shortly. Serial is nearing the 
chapters devoted to that phase of 
medicine in ‘Microbe Hunters, the 
first of de Kruif’s five books. CBS 
carries the series as sustainers. 





WATT ON ‘JONES’ 

Kenneth Watt has been signed by 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert to direct 
the ‘Lorenzo Jones,’ daily serial. 
Florence Freeman is set to do th2 
title part in ‘Young Widder Jones,’ 
which begins next Monday (26). 
Bennett Kilpatrick will do ‘Uncle 
Josh’ in the series and Alan Bunce 
will play ‘Peter Turner.’ 

Beginning next Monday (26), the 
re-broadcast of ‘Alias Jimmy Valen- 
tine’ will be discontinued. Re.son is 
the end of Daylight Saving Time. 
Robert Goldstein, general manager 
of the B-S-H subsid, Featured A:t- 
ists Service, has returned from Lon- 
don to resume charge of the outfit. 





AAA DAMMAM DADA baad 


MAJOR DECISIONS 


Washington, Sept. 13. 
Connecticut-New York-Massachusetts: Three-way squabble 
over 930-950 kc. ribbon settled in favor of WELI, New Haven, 
and Troy Broadcasting Co., Troy, new station applicant, 
Loser was Lawrence K. Miller, Pittsfield, Mass., who wanted 
an in on the deal, but was turned down on grounds of ‘no 
public need.’ 




















} 


Decision gave permission to City Broadcasting Corp., 
WELI, to change frequency from 900 to 930 ke. and change 
hours of operation from daytimes only with 500 watts, to 
| 250 watts nights, 500 watts days, Meritorious service and 
| need for extension cited. 

Approval of Troy Broadcasting plea based on fact that 
no station exists in the town, although population is more 
} than 72,000. Pittsfielder lost out because that city already 
| supports a transmitter, although of only 50,000 population. 
| New station for Troy will be operated days only on 950 ke, 
| with power of 1 kw. 
| Ben S. Fisher and Charles V. Wayland appeared on behalf 
|} of WELI. Troy group was represented by Philip G. Loucks, 
|} Arthur W. Scharfeld and Joseph F, Zias, and Lawrence 
| Miller by Elmer W. Pratt 
Indiana: Scrap between C. Bruce McConnell, new station 
| aspirant of Indianapclis, and WKBV, Richmond—whose fa- 


cilities McConnell requested—settled by Commish in favor 
of the existing transmitter. 

Deletion of an existing service to provide for a new broad- 
cast facility is not part of FCC policy, it was explained. 
Since okaying of the McConnell plea would take WKBV off 
the air, Commissioners decided to renew the Richmond Sta- 
tion's license and ashcan Indianapolis request. 

Disappointed applicant, sales manager for a firm of tobacco 
and candy jobbers and part-ewner of a brokerage concern, 
proposed to use the 1,500 ke. ribbon with 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days, specified hours—same assignment which 
WKBV has been using Showed strong financial and other 
backing, but unable to produce definite testimony on programs 


now offered by two other Indianapolis stations, WIRE and 
WFBM. Fact that primary service is now received in the 
area from the above named transmitters and that a third 
station has been authorized for the city also was considered 


by the Commish in its decision against McConnell. 
Disgruntled-employee angle bobbed up in discussion of 
WEBV's qualifications for permission to keep in business, 
Testimony of Percy Robbins, formerly employed by the Knox 
Radio Corp., licensee of WKBV, attempted to show that 


William O. Knox, company’s prexy, had ordered him to 
falsify the daily station logs and that WKBV was ‘im- 


when Robbins ad- 
testified in a for- 
rendered by 


properly operated.’ This was discredited 
mitted on cross-examination that he had 
mer proceeding as to the excellent service 
WKBV—an NSC-affiliate—and when Knox testified that 
Robbins had been fired and had not ‘resigned,’ as he claimed, 

McConnell, who had planned to team up with Curtis Radio- 
casting Corp. in organizing his station, retained Henry B, 
Walker as counsel, J. C. Trimble appeared for WKBV., 

Iowa: Power-jump and new equipment for KSO, Des 
Moines, okayed to extend transmitter’s service to the farm 
belt. Substantial need in the vicinity for more coverage, it 
was agreed—particularly among farmers who depend on 
KSO for agriculture bulletins, weather, road and market re- 
ports and other information. Des Moines transmitter also 
is the only station between Chicago and Omaha carrying the 
Farm and Home Hour program, it was pointed out. 


Boost would be from 500 watts nights, 2% kw. days, to 1 
kw. nights, 5 kw. days. Installation of a ‘directional an- 
tenna would take care of any interference problems and 


KSO 
No increase in advertising rates con- 


would decrease some interference now being caused by 
to other transmitters, 


sidered, 

George S. Smith appeared for Iowa Broadcasting Co. 
(KSO). 

Iowa: Change of mind, as to the location of a proposed 
station cost N. B. Egeland, of Fort Dodge, Commish per- 
mission to proceed with plans for a daytime smallie on 


1500 ke. 

Though a resident of Roland—56 miles from Fort Dodge— 
applicant decided to move to the larger town to construct 
his transmitter. Originally asked for the same facilities for 
a station at Roland, decision noted, but was attracted by the 
greater advertising rrospects of Fort Dodge. No testimony 
to show that any of the individuals involved in the enter- 
prise are familiar with the needs of Fort Dodge listeners, 
and no showing made as to the proposed program service, 
except that all but two hours daily would be commercial, 

tepresented by Chester O. Hougen. 

Louisiana: Renewal of license and change of assignment for 











WBNO, Coliseum Place Baptist Church, New Orleans, re- 











ceived the nod as new station request of Southern Broad- 
casting Corp., was tossed out as in default. 





BABS -- CHARLIE--LITTLE °— 





TUMS Vocal Varieties 
WLW and NBC 
Tues.-Thurs., 6:15 P.M. EST 
Musical Steeplechase 


WLW and MBS 
Wednesday, 7 P.M. EST 


Baptist Church transmitter, which has been sharing time 
with WJBW on 1200 ke. with 100 watts, will go to 1420 ke., 
operate unlimited hours and receive a day power boost to 
250 watts. Will improve daytime service in area it now 
covers, Commish decided, and permit better local cooperation. 
Town has three chain outlets and has been depending on 
divided broadcasts of WBNO-WJBW for local programs. 

Southern Broadcasting’s efforts to snaffle the WBNO- 
WJBW assignment wound up in a denial after applicant asked 
permission to withdraw the request and remain as respondent 
to the application of ‘\WJBW for a renewal of license. New 
permit was given the latter last February and application of 
Southern Broadcasting Corp. was ashcanned in the current 
order, 

Elmer W. Pratt appeared for WBNO, with Frank Stollen- 
werck representing Southern Broadcasting. 

Nebraska-Missouri: Two Lincoln, Neb., requests turned 
down and disputed 1450 ke. frequency awarded to KCMO, 
Kansas City, Mo., in an argument over where the assign- 
ment would do the most good. 

Hopes of KFOR, Lincoln, to switch from 1210 to 1450 ke, 
and jump juice from 100 watts nights and 250 watts days, 





to 1 kw. nights, 5 kw. days, dashed py the Commish on 





grounds that additional facilities are not needed in the area 





and that a grant to KFOR—in its tie-up with KFAB and a 








LISTEN TO 


DORIS RHODES 
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+ group of local newspapers—would not ‘have the effect of 
establishing or augmenting competitive conditions.’ Applica- 
tion of L. L. Coryell & Son, wealthy Lincolnites, was ash- 
canned on the ‘no need’ theory, although latter group de- 
manded only 250 watts nights, 1 kw. days. 

KCMO grant would extend a meritorious service to an 
area where ‘compelling need’ exists, FCC opined, though 
station will be limited within tts 4.1 millivolt per meter con- 
tour nights. In requesting change from 1370 to 1450 ke. and 
power boost from 100 watts to 1 kw. unlimited. 

George O. Sutton, Harry I. Schwimmer and James L. 








Proffitt represented KCMO, with George M. Tunison, Louis G. 
a 
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Caldwell, Reed T. Rollo and James H, Hanley appearing for 
Coryell & Son, and Paul M, Segal, George S, Smith and Max- 
well V. Beghtol for KFOR. 

New York: Wedding of WFAB, Fifth Avenue Broadcasting 
Corp., with WEVD, Debs Memorial Radio Fund, Inc., was 
performed by tae Commish in an order permitting transfer 
of the former's license to WEVD. 

Two New York transmitters will merge completely-—-WFAB 
going off the air and adding its hours of operation to those 
now assigned to WEVD. Deal involves $85,000, which will 
be phid the assignor cash-on-the-barrel, 30 days following 
Commish approval Original cost of WFAB was $68,616, de- 


preciated value was estimated at $31,691 and replacement 
value at $55,459. 

Though WFAB has been operating with an unusually nar- 
row margin of profit, welding of the two transmitters is ex- 
pected to result in savings of approximately $38,000 a year 
for WEVD. Consolidation of the two studios and elimina- 
tion of duplication in line rentals, light, power, heat, per- 
sonnel, entertainers, etc., will effect this economy, according 


to testimony. 

Deletion of WFAB will 
and will permit a boost in 
broadcasts are 36% 


be rearranged er. 20% cx 


additional hours 
Present 
W ould 
under 
share 
and will 


give WEVD 36 
its sustaining programs, 
and 64° sustaining 
mmercial and 80% sustaining 
the proposed assignment. WEVD will continue to 
1300 ke. with WHAZ, Troy, and WBBR, Brooklyn, 
retain present power of 1 kw. 
North Carolina: (1). Denial as 


commercial 


in default was decreed for 


Broadcasters, Inc. Gastonia, when applicant failed to show 
up at a heaving to submit evidence in support of its plea, 
and assignment was given to F, C. Todd—applicant for the 


same facilities, . 
New station will be operated on 1420 ke. with 100 watts 

nights, 250 watts days, with Todd—owner of a concern sell- 

ing textile machinery and supplies—promising programs will 


be 85° live talent. Rates will be $40 per hour; 45 minutes, 
$30; 30 minutes, $22.50; 15 minutes, $12; five minutes $4 and 
$1.75 for spot announcements. Town—a mill center—re- 
ceives primary service from WBT and WSOC at Charlotte, 
but has no local transmitter of its own 

‘Narence C, Dill and James W. Gum represented the appli- 
cant, 

(2). Night operation for WMFR, High Point, received | 


Commish blessing, although some additional 
WLVA, Richmond, Va., will be caused by the change. 
Complimenting transmitter on a service called ‘diversified, 
instructive and adapted to meet the needs of the area served,’ 
Commish figured tlat mly 680 knob-twiddlers would be 
bothered by the increase in interference, whereas approxi- 


mately 50,000 persons who do not now receive primary night- 
time service will be benefited by night broadcasts. Virginia 
transmitter already is limited by WFETC, Kinston, N. C., to 
its 2.3 millivolt per meter contour during 10% of its night 
hours, Commish pointed out, and WMFR will increase this 
limitation only to the 2.5 millivolt per meter contour. Did 
not say whether WMFR would harass WLVA during more 
than 10% of its nighttime operation. 

John W. Guider, D. M. Patrick, Karl A. Smith and Lester 


Cohen appeared for WMFR. 

Pennsylvania: Hopes of the Young People’s Association for 
the Propagation of the Gospel for a Philadelphia transmitter 
to be used in furthering the beliefs of a group of Funda- 
mentalists was dashed by the F.C.C. when their application 
for a berth on 1220 ke. with 1 kw. was ashcanned. 

‘No room on the broadcast band for every school of 
thought’ was Commish attitude in excluding the anti-Darwin- 
ites from the ether. Quoted other decisions of the FCC and 
the courts on refusals to turn over station facilities to groups 
or individuals who indulge in propagandizing their listeners, 

Outfit, a non-profit organization headed by Percy Crawford, 
evangelist, and C. Erling Olsen, New York business man, 
would extend facilities ‘only to those whose tenets and be- 
liefs in the interpretation of the Bible coincide with those 
of the applicant,’ decision stated. Group had planned to 
sell time to clergymen at a basic rate of $40 per hour— 
providing religious beliefs were in accord with its own— 
and proposed to broadcast programs produced by students 
and faculty of King’s College, a religious: institution which 
the same individuals plan to conduct this winter. 

Frank Stollenwerck and H. Leon Bennett appeared for the 
Gospel Association. 

South Carolina: (1) Scales were tipped in favor of Carolina 
Advertising Corp. for a new station at Columbia, when 
majority stockholder of a competitor company was found 
to be too closely allied with WIS, existing Columbia trans- 
mitter. 

With both outfits qualified in all respects to construct and 
operate the proposed new stations, Commish ruled out the 
request of Columbia Radio Company, Inc., because its secre- 
tary is general manager of WIS and WCSC, Charleston. 
Ownership of 60 shares in the new outfit would ‘identify 
him in a very influential position with the operation of one- 
half of the broadcast stations in South Carolina and all of 
the broadcast stations operating in Columbia,’ decision de- 
clared, and would tend to restrict competition in the State 
capital. 

Carolina Advertising Corp. also was given. the edge on its 
request for 1370 ke. with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, as 
daytime coverage would be more satisfactory than that pro- 
posed by Columbia Radio Company, Inc. Latter group ha 
asked for 1200 kc. with 100 watts unlimited. , 

Winners were represented by Ashley C. Tobias and Paul 
D. P. Spearman. Horace L. Lohnes and E. D, Johnson ap- 
peared on behalf of Columbia Radio Co. 

(2). New station for Charleston was approved by the 
Commish over the squawks of WCSC, existing regional. 

Y. W. Scarborough and J. W. Orvin, owners of the Atiantic 
Coast l.ife Insurance Co., Charleston, were given Commish 
permission to go ahead with plans to construct a $19,000 
station. using 1210 ke. with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, 
despite complaints of WCSC that Charleston could not fur- 
nish sufficient business to support two broadcast stations. 

Fact that WCSC is tied up with NBC and that the new- 
comer proposes to furnish local programs at considerably 
lower rates, indicated to Commissioners that plenty of ad- 
vertisers could be found in a town which does an annual busi- 
ness of over $20,000,000. Rates of $25 per hour days, and 
$40 per hour nights, should attract some of the small fry 
pe the new station without injuring WCSC, decision de- 
clared. 

Ben S. Fisher and John W. Kendall represented applicants, 
with Horace L, Lohnes, Fred W. Albertson and E, D, John- 
son appearing for WCSC., 

Texas: (1) Partnership between W. W. McAllister, owner 
of KMAC, San Antomo, and Howard W. Davis, station man- 
ager, was okayed by the Commish and voluntary assignment 


(Continued on page 38) 
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FAMILY BRINGS. YOU MORE 


E WEST 


MOST POPULAR 


Awaits FCC’s Permish 
To Move KTAT From | 
Ft. W. to Wichita Falis 


Fort Worth, Sept. 20. 
With the sale of Raymond E. 
Buck’s controlling interest in KTAT, | 
Fort Worth, to Col. W. T. Knight, 
Wichita Falls oil man, formally set, 





Carter, publisher, moved the station 
to Fort Worth last May. 


discomfort to | 


STATION SWAPS 
AIR TIME FOR 
BILLBOARDS 


Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 

WIP this week completed the first 
time-space swap deal of its kind in 
local broadcasting history. Made 
with David Lodge, Inc., it gives the 
outlet about twenty 24-sheet bill- 
boards in return for radio-plugs. Cone 
tract runs for six moaths and will 
be extended if both sides find the 
new medium satisfactory. 

Boards are located in mid-city and 
on main highways leading to New 
York, Lancaster and Baltimore. Copy 
theme for the first month will be 
entirely institutional. 

Time-space deal was also set yes- 
terday with Daily News by WFIL. 
Tabloid will use five minutes daily 
to plug its features and a half-hour 
variety show on Sundays with a gos- 
sip column by Ray Gathrid, radie 
| editor. 








Festive Sendoff For 
New KNX Transmitter 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Columbia officially dedicated and 
put on full time its new 50,000 watt 
transmitter in nearby Torrance Fri- 
day (16) amid much ceremony and 
speech-making. Affair was held in 
civic auditorium, where 800 watched 
festivities, topped by a talent show 
which was broadcast. 


ings; Lud Gluskin swung the baton 
and Charles Vanda framed the snow. 
Topping the list of speakers was 
Donald W. Thornburgh, Coast chief- 
tain for Columbia. 





Albany Stations Moving 


Albany, Sept. 20. 

WOKO and WABY are to be 
housed in new quarters. 

WOKO, Inc., has closed for the 
purchase of a four-story building on 
Elk street, with both stations mov- 
ing in. Transmitters will remain in 
their present locations, on the out- 
skirts of Albany. 
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the latter must now wait for the. 


Federal Communications Commis- | 
sion to approve the transfer of the 
station to Wichita Falls. Knight is 
also asking the commish to boost the | 
outlet’s power from 1,000 to 5,000 
watts. 

Elliott Roosevelt, head of the 
Texas State Network, is reported to 
be strong for the move of KTAT to 
Wichita Falls, as TSN cannot claim 


NEW YORKERS 


BROADWAY’S NEWEST DANCE RHYTHM ORCHESTRA 


Unusual Dynamic Arrangements—Every Member a Virtuoso 


For RADIO — TRANSCRIPTIONS — STAGE 





service 


in that area at present. | 
Wichita Falls had KGKO, but Amon , 





President Hotel, New York 


Bill Goodwin m.c.’d the proceed-: 
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RECORD NEWS 





STATION SHOWMANSHIP 


( Attention-Getters, Tie-U ps, 


Americana 
Cleveland. 

We Americans’ is tag of WHK’s 
new civic series which smashed sev- 
ral precedents by getting not only 

acking of Mayor H. H. 
sate officials, but also strong sup- 
port from newspapers and churches. 
Weekly half-hour programs are 
unique in that they emphasize the 
U. S. constitution, operation of vari- 
ous governmental bureaus and rights 
of citizens. With politics being the 
talk of the day, five-minute speeches 


by political big-wigs hit a_ timely 
note. Mayor opened initial one 


Wednesday (7). : 
For sugaring, station is surround- 
ing orators with 25 minutes of music 


by American composers by town’s 
Jeading orchestras. Russell W. Rich- 
mond and Stanley Altschuler han- 


dling series, which got commenda- 
tory editorials from all newspapers. 


Over Mutual 
Los Angeles 

Don Lee network’s KHJ collabo- 
rated with Paramount on a stunt for 
the ‘Men with Wings’ series that 
clicked handsomely with the down- 
town sheets, not too overly friendly 
with radio. Nine hostesses of Amer- 
ican Airlines were brought here to 
receive trophies for outstanding ac- 
complishments in aviation. Gals’ 
heroism dates back to the Ohio val- 
ley floods. They were marched up 
to the mike to accept their bauble 
and take a bow. It gave the ‘Wings’ 
program a nice lift ‘cad scored an- 
other enterprising beat for the Mu- 
tual outlet here. 


‘Wings’ 





Hunting New Ideas 
San Francisco. 

In a search for new ideas in radio 
entertainment, a series of programs 
labeled ‘For Your Approval’ is being 
aired from the local National Broad- 
casting Company studios over the 
Biue outlet here, KGO. Each pro- 
gram is handled by a different pro- 
ducer, and listeners are 
express their opinions 
the offerings. Broadcasts are sched- 
uled on Wednesday mornings from 
11:15 to 11:30. 

Mugging he Station 
Philadelphia. 

Sixteen-page brochure, illustrating 
KYW’s new building, its facilities | 
and its staff, was issued this week. It 
shows general viev's of studios, audi- 
torium, control rooms, client’s audi- 
tion room, transmitter, kitchen and 
facade. There are also pictures of 
the g.m., Leslie Joy. the musical di- 
rector, plant manager, sales man- 
ager, program director, business 
staff and announcers. Ceparate fold- 
er, fitted into a pocke* in the back 
cover of the booklet, shows publicity 
given the outlet upon the opening of 
the new building. 

Similar brochure is being issued 
shortly by WCAU. Station will at- 
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ON THE‘NBC RED NETWORK 


NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 


EDWARD PETRY & CO. 


Burton and | 


Ideas ) 


fact 
years old, it is 


tempt to show 
its building is 


that despite the 
five 


still more modern than studios of 
more recently-bu.lt outlets 
Good-Will Buildups 
Spartanburg, S. C. 
Playing good-will angles heavily, 
WSPA again this fall has heavy 
community co-operation sked, main 
item being gratis tie-up with au- 
tumn-early winter drive to benefit 
local charity and such organizations 
as Salvation Army, Boy Scouts, Girl 


Scouts, 
by station will plug 
nating windows for 
with special plug for 


merchants do- 
drive displays, 
merchant pro- 


viding window for winning entry. 
Station, with few changes, is follow- 


ing setup launched two seasons ago 


Song Title Contest 
Boston. 
Georgia Mae, Yodeling Cowgirl, on 
WORL, is handing out prizes to 
listeners who are winners in the song 


etc. Plans announced where- | 








‘SPONSOR TIKES 
ALL-DAY ake 


Philly Coke Co. to Air 3-Min. 
Newscasts Every Hour, 12 
Hours Daily Except Sun- 
day —-Experimental Deal 
Totals 78 Broadcasts 
Weekly 


3 TYPES OF AUDIENCES 


Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 
In an unprecedented and experi- 
mental deal set here this week, 
WDAS has sold a_ three-minute 
newscast to a single sponsor every 
hour on the hour throughout virtu- 
ally every 





TIME-BUY 





$360,000 Television Construction 


Broad- | 


title contest which she conducts on broadcasting day. 

her thrice-weekly session. Gal war- casts are for the Philadelphia Coke 
bles a quintet of ditties, unan- | Company, placed through the N. W. 
nounced, Ayer agency. 

To the person sending in the most; There will be 13 three-minute pe- 
correct list of titles, pony girl| roids every day except Sunday, 
awards a small pocket camera, com- | starting at 8 a.m. and finishing at 
iets we ee — oe orst|8 p.m. This makes a total of 78 air- 
9icture On each roll is snapped prior), "" * i 
- its mailing. Pic is that oF Glasenta ings a week, believed to be the 
Mae. ; ,largest purchase of news by one 

a Bi |} sponsor on one station in the coun- 
Straw Vote , | try. 
Boston. | Executives who closed the deal, at 

WORL, indie outlet here, is con-| both the station and Ayer’s, declared 
ducting a straw vote of the Massa- | yesterday that they are experiment- 
chusetts political battle. Any person | ing with what they believe the | 


listed in the Boston telephone tome 


can write the studio and vote for} 


any candicate appearing in the pre-| 


primary list. Each evening, during 
the 6 p.m. news, results of the votes 


| are announced. 


invited to | 
concerning | 


,is getting 


After the primaries WORL 
continue its straw vote through to 
election. 





‘Lene Ranger’ Buildup 
Baltimore. 
Advent of Lone Ranger participa- 
tion here by 7-Up drink over WBAL 
considerable  ballyhoo 


|under diréction of Harold Burke, 


! 


| 





| ent-Teachers’ 


station head. Nighttime parade with 
bands, floats and pageant of Robin 
Hoods through the ages to present 
day Lone Rangers has been tied into 
promotion via local News-Post, along 
with window displays, teaser spots 
and newspaper ad copy. 





Schoei Campaign 
Oklahoma City. 

KOCY has started a long range 
school promotion campaign to create 
goodwill. Tie-up is with the Par- 
Association of city’s 
major high schools. ‘nd KOCY will 
not only air football games, etc., of 
the two schools, but has a daily 
students’ program coming in from 
schools’ auditoriums. 

Also scheduled once a week is a 
P. T. A. sponsored and directed 
drama serial dubbed ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
P. T. Anderson and Children.’ Pro- 
gram is for 25 minutes in the fore- 
noon, with first 15 minutes taken up 
with serial dramatization and last 
10 minutes devoted to answering 
questions pertaining to children’s 
problems mailed in by _ parents. 
Whole theme of the program is an 


|attempt to bring the parent, teacher 
|and student closer together. Marvin 


' Krause worked out the details. 





| Bree’s ‘Radio Column’ 


Tees Off Air Campaign 


Chicago, Sept. 20. 
Bree cosmetic firm is starting an 
ether radio campaign Sept. 25. Go- 


ing on six stations for a beginning | 


and plans an increase to some 20 


stations, 
Spotted through thc 


local Ruth- 


rauff & Ryan agency, program will | 
be a ‘radio col :mn of the air,’ giv- 


|ing news and highlights on person- 


| alities 


and trograms. Hits once 


| weekly for 15 minute.. 


In Ballionote, sti 





KGW-KEX Shakeup 


_ Portland, Ore., Sept. 20. 
Complete management shakeup at 
KGW-KEX has ousted Carey Jen- 
nings as manager. Charles Chatter- 
ton. formerly assistant business man- 
ager of the Oregonian, owner-news- 


will | 


surest way to guarantee 
| for the sponsor. 


coverage 
They figure on get- 
ting three distinct types of listen- 
ers with this kind of advertising. 
They are (1) the regular listeners to 
WDAS; (2) members of the radio au- 
dience who are specifically seeking 
news and know 
| what they 


want on the hour at 


that they can get! 


WDAS; and (3) the great audience 
to be found at hourly program 
changes. This latter is the group | 


another. Hearing a news flash, it is 
figured, they will pause to listen, 
even if they spin to another station 
afterwards. 
Catering to Listeners 

Both station and agency have al- 
ready done considerable surveying 
and experimeniing on the broad- 
casts. 
newscasts were frequent, and pre- 


affording the listener a news broad- 
cast when he wanted it. He had 
to spend his entire time dialing one 
station after another or consult a 
log. Sponsor now feels that listen- 
ers will be guaranteed a definite 


news schedule with enough fre- 
quency to insure up-to-the-minute 
reports. 


Experimentation decided the du- 
ration of broadcasts. It was found 
that the three-minute period was 
not enough to be boring. even if 
there are not hourly developments 
of really vital news, and it is long 
enough to give essentials. News is 
provided WDAS by International 
| News Service. 
| Extensive advertising schedule in 
| newspapers is being set by both 
sponsor and station to call attention 
to the newscasts. 








KGKO’S DALLAS STUDIO 
Fort Worth, Sept. 20. 

Dallas studios and offices were 
opened by KGKO, Fort Worth Star- 
, Telegram station, wth main studio: 
here and in Wichita Falls. 

Six daily sustainers are originatins 
from Dallas, with two commercial 
hours emanating daily from Wichita 
Falls. Howard Carraway, formerly 
of WMC. Memphis, is Dallas studio 
boss, with Bill Hood tending some 
|task at the Wichita Falls set-up. 


Goodkind-Morgan Tieup 


{ Chicago. Sept. 20. 

| Affiliation has bee arranged be- 

‘tween Lewis Goodkind, local ad 
and the Raymond Morgan 


| avency 
la” agency and program production 
| firm of Hollywood. 


j { rj :e an 
paper, takes over the radio manage- Outfits will represen each other 
nent ard their accounts in both terri- 
I , ; 
Colonel Guy Viskniskki remains tcries. Goodkind was formerly radio 


in top command as efficiency con- 
sultant. 


| chieftain here 
| agency. 


of listeners who twirl their dials at | 
the conclusion of a program to seek | 


Surveys disclosed that while | 


sented with a certain amount of! 
regularity, there was no means of, 


for Lord & Thomas 


By General Electric Endorsed 





+ cnrintiinmmneniniels 
Lens Bug L. evy Washington, Sept. 20. 
ie Request of General Electric Co. for 
Philade bite Sept. 20. four experimental television broad- 
Camera bug has taken a nip cast stations approved last week by 


Dr. Leon Levy, 
Never content to do anything 
halfway, he has just completed 
a darkroom in his home. It is 
air-conditioned, has a tele- 


WCAU 2. : 

ta Examiner R. H. Hyde. Construction 
of high-powered transmitters at Al- 
pany, N. Y., and Bridgeport, Conn., 


to be used for both aural and visual 


phone, five stainless steel sinks, ; 
latest type enlargers and transmission, should be okayed by 
equipment-—and cost $4,500. the Commission, Hyde said, and 








smaller stations to be located at the 
firm’s Schenectady plant also deserve 


Back 1 pe anil 


~ Muriel Wilson 


Muriel Wilson, formerly Marv Lou Cost of the project did not enter 
of the ‘Showboat’ program. is ye-|into the examiner’s decision, with 
turning to radio after more than the financial backing of.the company 
year’s retirement. issuring the estimated $360,000 con- 


Singer quit the airwaves after she|Struction cost and 
married Fred Hufsmith, radio tenor.| for operation and 
Several weeks ago she appeared on | Brid¢eport 
the Lucky Strike program in a guest 
shot and later for Harold Sanford’s 
sustainer on station WJZ, N. Y. Now 


ample funds 
experimentation. 
transmitter, at $195,000, 
would be the costliest unit, with Al- 
bany station requiring $155,000, and 
two Schenectady stations only $5,000 





interested in getting in on large|each. Latter would transmit only 
scale again. visual programs. 
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p. a. for Pittsburgh Playhouse and 
Keene, N. H., summer theatre, has) 
been named publicity director for 
station WWSW, Pitt. He succeeds 
Kieran Balfe, who returns to pro- 
gram department as a regular mem- 
ber of the announcing staff. Latter 
was a spieler before turning to press | 
work. 

John Ingram, former conductor of | 
the Shea Buffalo orchestra and later | 
of the Buffalo Civic orchestra, has | 
joined the staff of WBNY, Buffalo, | 
as violin and piano soloist. 

Jane Woodhouse succeeds Eliza- 
beth Hart as m.c. of ‘Woman of To- 
morrow’ on WORL, Poston. Miss 
Hart left for positior ith NBC in 
Chicago. , 

Weston Sister, have joined Mau- 
rice Spitalny’s orch for his twice- 
weekly shots over the NBC-Blue 
from KDKA, Pittsburgh. | 

Bob McKee’s ‘Pierre the Trapper’ | 
series, sponsored by Wolk Fur Co.,| 
has faded from WCAE, Pittsburgh, | 
after four weeks. Sponsor going off 
the air. 

| 





Bud Trautman succeeds Kieran 
Balfe as p.a. at WWSW, Pittsburgh, | 
latter joining station’s regular an-| 
nouncing staff. ; | 

Newscaster Norman Twigger of | 
WCAE, Pittsburgh, has completely | 
recovered from a recent injury, | 
which for a time threatened the sight | 
of one eye. 

Charley Rowe, veteran anouncer 
and production man, and WCAE, 
Pittsburgh, have parted company 
after five years. 

Socialist Labor party again weekly 
time buyer on WICC, Bridgeport. 

Claude Dorsey, out of Des Moines, 
Ia., Transradio office, in to handle, 
Same newservice at WTIC, Hartford. 

Charles Pearscn off WTIC busi- 
ness staff to work as glee club direc- 
tor at Boston University music 
school. Used to be an NBC baritone 
in New York. 

High school football round-up in 
second season at WICC, Bridgeport, 
with Ken Rapieff compiling. 

Gerard H. Slattery, general man- 
ager of WCOP, Boston, preems an 
eight-week series on radio adver- 
tising Oct. 27 at the State University 
Extension Center, Boston. 

Ned French, WCOP, Boston, an- 
nouncer, left to continue collegiate 
education. Paul Badgers replaces. 


MIDWEST 


Ellis Harris, announcer, moves 
into KDAL, Duluth, from KFJM, 
Grand Forks, replacing Vince Loner- 
gan. 

Gar Morfit, gabber, formerly 
with WBAL. Baltimore, has joined 
KWK, St. Louis. Will handle all 
variety shows for station in addition 
to special events. 

Layman Cameron, gabber, KWK, 
St. Louis, has been upped to produc- 
tion chief. Bert Igou will continue 
as assistant to Cameron. 

Russ David, musical _ director, 
KSD, St. Louis, a benedict. His 
bride, Jean Chassels, is member of 
the Harinonettes, radio ensemble. 

_Engagement of Joe Todd, contin- 
uity supervisor at KSD, St. Louis, to 
Dorothy Schulenberg, daughter of 
E. A. W. Schulenberg, of the Gard- 
ner Advertising Co., announced. 

Josephine Halvin, of ‘One Woman's 
Opinion’ for National Dairy over 
KMOX, St. Louis, back at stint after 
layoff due to illness. 

George Barton, production man at 
KMOX and recently transferred to 
sales, has resigned to rejoin RKO in 
Chicago. 

Libby Vaughan has been signed 
again for KSO-WMT, Des Moines, as 
conductor of the Magic Kitchen 
broadcasts. Marks her fourth year. 

Otto Weber, formerly with the Des 
Moines bureau of United Press, has 
oined news staff of WHO, succeed- 
ng Adolph Schneider, now with 
wee. events department of NBC 


* Dick Faler has been added to an- 
nouncing staff of WOWO and WGL, 
Fort Wavne. Ind. 

Paul Luecke, WOWO-WGL. Ft. 
Wavne. onerator. recently married 
to Lydia Kohlmeier, non-vro. 

New program on WOWO, Ft. 
Wayne, ‘Stork Express,’ aired five 
days weekly, devoted to greeting 
new mothers. Bob Wilson conducts 
and Mary O’Rear sings. 


WEST 


New KARK, Little Rock, Gents of 
Harmony trio is composed of Harris 
Owen, leader; Jack Majors, arranger, 
and Troy Watkins. Aired thrice 
weekly. 

Kenny Baker skips over from Jello 
to Texaco Star Theatre for first eight 
weeks of the petrol opus. Buddy | 
ig ma} get canary perch after | 

at. 


nd Buzz 


we: ve re 


monicker. Same day he was signed 
to wax his chatter routine for Dia- 
mond Walnut Growers Assn. 

Bill Baker moves his Benton & 
Bowles gang to larger quarters in 
Hollywood. 

Paul Dorsey, ace photog for Time 
and Fortune, will do four short- 
wavers from the China war zone for 
NBC. 

Tom Wallace in quest of Holly- 
wood discs for Brown & Williamson 
tobacco outfit. 

Conrad Nagel back on Silver 
Theatre Oct. 2 as narrator, 

Sallie. Steele, of KOIL, Omaha, 
joined the dramatics department of 
WRBM, Chicago. 

Adolph Schneider former Omaha 
newspaperman, recently with WHO, 
Des Moines, has joined the special 
events division of NBC in New York, 

Roy Hunt, v. p. of KOIN, Port- 
land, Ore., goes in for fancy horses. 
One of his prize nags took the blue 
ribbon in a class judging at the Ore- 
gon State Fair. 

Frank McKellar, retired prez of 
L. A. Ad Club, joined Don Lee chain 
as account exec. 


Coast airings from Hollywood on 
move from Frisco home grounds, 

Ken Niles, Hollywood Hotel an- 
nouncer, christened his new boat, 
‘Campbell’s Tomato Sloop.’ 

Don Stauffer, radio head for Young 
& Rubicam, and Bill Stuart, Coast 
publicity director, parking’ in Holly- 
wood for a while. 

Eddie Cantor opens his Camel 
Caravan season in Hollywood Oct. 3. 
New York trip may come later. 

Ken Frogley, L. A, Morning News 
sports ed, will do a football turn on 
KFI during the season. 

George Marion writing the Hit 
Parade comedy insert from Holly- 
wood for W. C. Fields. 

Ed Gardner off Good News show 
as production aide to L. K. Sidney. 
Don Cope of Benton & Bowles took 
over. 

Roland Bradley, former program 
director for WINS, New York, has 
joined the production staff of 
KOMO-KJR, Seattle. 

Hardward Edelson, dramatic actor, 
has returned from a season of stock 
at Cohasset, Mass., to imitate vocally 
President Roosevelt on KJR’s, Seat- 
tle, ‘So Goes the World,’ a revue of 
the week’s news. 

Union Oil finally decided to audi- 
tion for a vox pop show after shelv- 
ing a dozen ideas. 

Rudy Vallee duce in Hollywood 
Nov. 10 to remain until the new year 
turns, 

John Christ aiding Frank Wood- 


od holding rein on ‘One Man’s Fam- 


y. 

Helen Short, secretary to manager 
Philip Lasky, of KSFO, San Fran- 
cisco, and Willard Hancock, of Oak- 
land, are newlyweds. Miss Short has 
been the ‘Dotty Dialer’ of the KSFO 
Radio Log programs since their in- 
ception several months ago. 

eorge Taylor, singer, has a new 
five-a-week participating variety 
show on KSAN, San Francisco _(for- 
merly KGGC), with Dante Barsi’s 
Swingtet and occasional guest war- 
blers. . 

Harvey Peterson (Ricardo), vio- 
linist and conductor at NBC’s San 
Francisco studios, was tested by 
Paramount in Hollywood last week. 

Cigar market boomed after three 
boys were born to Ralph Nim- 
mons, program director: Ted deHay, 
continuity, and Olin Brown, engi- 
neer, of WFAA, Dallas, within last 
two weeks. 

Bob Hope’s new Pepsodent show 
on NBC reached over to CBS to tag 
Announcer Bill Goodwin. 

NBC’s Radio City, L. A., dressed 
up in off-white green exterior for 
Oct. 15 opening. 

Frank Parker slated for vocal 
spot with Burns and Allen while 
show airs from the east. Tony 
Martin has the Coast assignment. 

Harriett Wilson will be laid up 
for six months as result of auto 
crackup on Coast. : 

Jack Runyon not telling which 
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(Continued from page 36) 


of license from McAllister to himself and Davis—doing bust- 
ness as the Walmac Company—approved. 

McAllister was absolved, in the transaction, of a technical 
violation of Section 310 (b) of the Communications Act, 
which occurred when he purchased the station in 1930 and 
the license was assigned to him as an individual instead of 
a corporation through the mistake of an employee, who had 


been given power of attorney to fill out the routine papers. 
Name of the original corporation—Radio Sam Broadcast 
Co.—was changed by McAllister to Walmac Corp., but his 


station manager at that time made out the forms for a 
renewal of license in the boss’s name. Meanwhile, Mc- 
Allister maintained a bank account in the name of the Wal- 


mac Co, and signed all contracts for time sales in that 
name. 

Commish was ready to forgive this error, because Mc- 
Allister was the ‘dominant figure’ in the operation of the 


transmitter, at all times has owned all the capital stock of 
the Walmac Co. and has otherwise exercised the powers 
and privileges conferred by the license ‘even though such 
operation was conducted in part through the medium of a 
coroporation.’ 

Current deal provides for 50-50 partnership between Mc- 
Allister and Davis—with the latter paying $13.000 for his 
half interest in the station—$2,325 already paid in cash and 
$500 or more due each six months, at 6% interest, until the 
balance is discharged. 

Applicants were represented by George S. Smith. 

(2). Smallie for Vernon was provided in Commish decision 
to pave the way for a three-man partnership to contruct a 
transmitter costing between $15,000 and $20,000, 

Moving spirit is R. H. Nichols, editor, publisher and 
majority owner of the Vernon Daily record. W. H. Wright 
and Stewart Hatch are secretary and treasurer, respectively, 
of the Northwestern Broadcasting Co., prospective licensee. 

Nichols, president of the Company, showed ample means 
with which to finance the transmitter, which will be the 
only one in the town. Some service is received in the resi- 
dential and rural areas from WFAA, Dallas, 50-kilowatter, 
but townspeople have complained that reception is spotty 
except in exceptionally good weather. Station proposes to 
charge $52 an hour; $30.50 per half-hour; $18 for one-quarter 
hour; $14 for 10 minutes and $10 per five minutes, with dis- 
counts for a continued contract basis. 


James H. Hanley represented the partnership. 


Virginia: Three-way scuffle for permission to erect a new 
transmitter at Petersburg was won by Petersburg Newspaper 
Corp.,, by virtue of its location in the city. All three appli- 
cants interested in other Virginia stations. 

Decision upset plans of John Stewart Bryan, wealthy presi- 
dent of the College of William and Mary, to further extend 
his radio interests. Bryan last year moved his station, 
WPHR, from Petersburg to Richmond, where call letters were 
changed to WRNL, in a tie-up with the Richmond News 
Leader. In order that Petersburg ‘might not be deprived of 
an outlet for radio broadcasting,’ he tried to move back in 
with a new station, 

Havens & Martin group, owners and operators of WMBG, 
Richmond, attempted to back out of the deal last year, but 
Commish meted out denial as in default, instead of re- 
quested dismissal without prejudice. Victorious Petersburg 
Newspaper Corp.—with newspaper and radio affiliations at 
Norfolk—was given the green light to construct a station 
using the facilities for which all three groups applied—1210 
ke. with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

Elliot C. Lovett represented the Petersburg publishers; 
George O. Sutton appeared for Havens & Martin and Ben S, 
Fisher represented John Stewart Bryan. 


Washington: Request of a wealthy Yakima attorney, Shir- 
ley D, Parker, for permission to build a broadcast transmitter 
nixed by the Commish for failure to show sufficient public 
need. 

Parker’s plan to take over the assignment recently vacated 
by KIT, existing transmitter—1310 ke. with 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days—turned down because applicant’s witnesses 
supplied considerable testimony concerning the inadequacy of 
KIT's former coverage with the facilities Parker was re- 
questing. While Commish admitted that the proposed station 
probably would make better use of the assignmeni, it was 
pointed out that KIT, now operating on 1250 ke. with 250 
watts nights, 500 watts days, has a far greater coverage than 
could be expected by Parker's station. Granting of the ap- 
plication also would cause mutual interference hetween the 
proposed transmitter and KXRO, Aberdeen, to within their 
approximate 2.7 millivolt per meter contours, decision stated. 

Parker retained Eugene Meacham, Paul D, P. Spearman, 
Elmer W. Pratt and Allen David, 


Wisconsin: Interference probabilities, 
Madison area already is well served by WHA and WIBA, 
brought a denial for the Madison Broadcasting Co. on its 
plea for a piece of the 1450 ke. ribbon and permission to 
operate with 250 watts day and night. 

No need for additional broadcast service of the type pro- 
posed Commish ruled, and new transmitter would be limited 
to its 7 millivolt per meter contour if application were 
granted. This would not be considered good allocation, -de- 
cision pointed out. 

Company's sqvawk that WIBA held a monopoly in the 
city's advertising, through its tie-up with two local dailies 
in Madison, were disci unted when it was shown that WIBA 
is operated as a separate entity from the dailies and that no 
combined rates exist for newspaper and radio advertising. 
Separate scales staff and separate news service are used by 
the station. 


Paul D. P. Spearman appeared for applicant. 


and fact that the 








NBC’s Hal Bock stenciling sus- 
pended radio columns for airing | 
along Coast. 

Stuart Hamblen, hillbilly yodeler, | 
won democratic nomination § as 
congressman. 

George Fischer petitioned L. A. | 
eourt to let him drop the ‘c’ from his | 





MINOR DECISIONS 


District of Columbia: Philip N. Partridge (doing “business as 
Phil-Co Radio Service), Washington, application for new gen- 
eral experimental radio station denied as in cases of default, 
since applicant failed to file written appearance, 

Maine: WGAN, Portland Broadcasting System, Inc., Port- 
land, Commish corrected error, in which {ft was reported Au- 


| gust 81 that the transmitter had been granted special tem- 
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porary authority to operate from local sunset at KFI, Los 
Angeles, until midnight, EST, to broadcast election returns on 
Sept. 12. Authority was denied, 

Maryland: WCAO, Monumental Radio Co., Baltimore, 
granted extension of special temporary authority to operate 
with 1 kw. nights from Sept. 19 to Oct. 18, in order to 
minimize as far as possible the effect of interference re- 
ceived from CMQ, Cuba, subject to specific requirement that 
operation with additional power be terminated immediately 
after CMQ ceases operation on the 600 ke, frequency, or re- 
duces power so that additional interference is not involved; 
WBAL, WAL Broadcasting Co., Baltimore, application for 
1060 ke. with 10 kw. unlimited dismissed without prejudice 
on request of applicant (now operating simultaneous days 
with KTHS, Hot Springs, Ark., on 1060 ke., sharing hours 
until 9 p.m. and synchronizing with WJZ, New York, on 760, 
2% kw., from 9 p.m., by special authority). 

Michigan: WMBC, Michigan Broadcasting Co., Detroit, 
granted withdrawal without prejudice of application for 
frequency change from 1420 to 600 ke., night power boost 
from 100 to 250 watts; WWJ, Evening News Association, 
Detroit, granted extension of special temporary authority to 
operate from Sept. 26 to Oct. 25 with increase in night 
power from 1 to 5 kw., in order to overcome interference. 

Oklahoma: KOMA, Hearst Radio, Inc., Oklahoma City, 
application for juice-jump from 5 to 50 kw. and for in- 
stallation of new equipment dismissed without prejudice. 

Tennessee: WREC, WREC, Inc., Memphis, granted exten- 
sion of special temporary authority to operate with power 
of 5 kw. nights, from Sept. 17 to Oct. 16, in order to over- 
come interference caused by CMQ, Havana, Cuba. 

Texas: KPRC, Houston Printing Corp., Houston, granted 
extension of special temporary authority to operate with 6 
kw. nights from Sept. 16 to Oct. 15. 

Vermont: WQDM, Regan & Bostwick, St. Albans, granted 
authority to withdraw without prejudice application hereto- 
fore set for hearing requesting change in hours of operation 
from days to unlimited. 

Washington: Skagit Broadcasting Assn., Bellingham, ap- 
Plication for new station, to be operated on 1200 ke. with 100 
watts nights, 250 watts days, dismissed without prejudice, 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Alabama: WSGN, Birmingham News Co., Birmingham, 
move transmitter locally, construct new transmitter, install 
directional antenna for night use, change frequency from 
1310 ke. to 1290 ke., change power from 100 watts nights, 250 
watts days, to 1 kw. 


California: KVOE, Voice of the Orange Empire, Inc., Ltd., 
Santa Ana, authority to transfer control from J. S. Edwards, 
Inc., to Ernest L., Spencer, 62 shares no-par common stock, 


California: Don Lee Broadcasting System, San Francisco, 
new television station to be operated on 50000-56000 kc. with 
250 watts, A-3, 4 and Special Emission; W6XAO, Don Lee 
Broadcasting System, Los Angeles, requests 44000-50000 kce., 
to conform with Commish Order No, 19; Grant Union High 
School District, North Sacramento, new station to be operated 
on 1420 ke. with 100 watts, days only. 

Colorado: KGIW, Leonard E. Wilson, Alamosa, voluntary 
assignment of license to E. L. Allen. 

Connecticut: WDRC, WDRC, Inc., Hartford, boost night 
power from 1 to 6 kw., install directional antenna for night 
use. 

Florida: Florida West Coast Broadcasting Co., Inc., Tampa, 
new relay broadcast station to be operated on 1622, 2058, 2150 
and 2790 ke. with 40 watts, Emission A-3. 

Georgia: John F. Arrington, Jr., Valdosta, new station to be 
operated on 1230 ke. with 250 watts power. 

Indiana: Evansville on the Air, Inc., Evansville, new relay 
broadcast station on 1622, 2058, 2150 and 2790 ke. with 60 
watts, A-3 Emission; Vincennes Newspapers, Inc., Vincennes, 
new station to be operated on 1420 ke. with 100 watts. 

Iowa: Central Broadcasting Co., Mitchellville, new experi- 
mental broadcast station to be operated on 100 ke, with 1 
kw., A-3 Emission, intermittent operation from 12 to 6 a.m. 

Kentucky: WAVE, Inc., Louisville, change name on ap- 
plication for new station (880 ke. with 500 watts) from 
WAVE, Inc., to Gateway Broadcasting Co., and change 
corporate structure, 

Michigan: WHDF, Upper Michigan Broadcasting Co., Calu- 
met, change hours from specified to unlimited. 

New York: WBBC, Brooklyn Broadcasting Corp., Brooklyn, 


transfer control of corporation from Peter J. Testan, de- 
ceased, to Peter Testan, 194 shares, and Millie Testan, 97 
shares—291 shares common stock; WWRL, Long Island 


Broadcasting Corp., Woodside, L. I., change hours of opera- 
tion from specified to unlimited (requests facilities of WCNW, 
Brooklyn), 

New Jersey: W3XAL, National Broadcasting Co., Inc., 
en delete frequency 17780 and add 6100, 9670 and 
21630 Cc, 

North Carolina: WPTF, WPTF Radio Co., Raleigh, install 
hew transmitter, boost power from 5 to 10 kw., increase hours 
of operation from limited to unlimited (using directional 
antenna nights). 

Ohio: WSAI, Crosley Radio Corp., Cincinnati, boost night 
power from 1 to 5 kw., make changes in equipment, install 
night directional antenna and move transmitter locally. 

Pennsylvania: WKOK, Sunbury Broadcasting Corp., Sun- 
bury, change hours of operation from specified to unlimited. 

Puerto Rico: Enrique Abarca Sanfeliz, San Juan, new 
— to be operated on 580 ke, with 1 kw. nights, 5 kw. 
days. 

Texas: KRRV, Red River Valley Broadcasting Corp., Sher- 
man, change frequency from 1210 ke. to 880 ke, time from 
days to unlimited, install new transmitter and directional 
antenna for all-time use. 

Virginia: Martinsville Broadcasting Co., Martinsville, new 
station to be operated on 1420 ke. with 100 watts nights, 250 
watts days. 

Wisconsin: WHA, University of Wisconsin, Madison, jump 
juice from 5 to 50 kw., change frequency from 940 to 679, 
time from days to unlimited, install new transmitter, vertical 
antenna; WLBL, State of Wisconsin, Dept. of Agriculture & 
Markets, Stevens Point, voluntary assignment of license to 
Board of Regents, University of Wisconsin; WJMS, Inc., 
Ashland, new station to be operated on 1319 ke. with 100 
watts nights, 250 watts days, 
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Washington, Sept. 20. 

Outcome of a complaint of politi. 
cal bias, directed against WTAR, 
Norfolk, Va., following the Virginia 
Congressional primaries, drew a grin 
from FCC Chairman Frank R. Me. 
Ninch. During McNinch’s recent ill- 
ness, squawk was registered by Rep- 
resentative Norman R. Hamilton, 
Democrat incumbent, whose seat in 
Congress was successfully threatened 
by last-minute filing of an old-time 
rival—former Representative Col. 
gate Whitehead Darden, Jr. 

Applying to WTAR—on the eve of 
the primaries—for time in which to 
attack the opposition, Hamilton was 
informed that all available time had 
been sold to Darden. Following his 
defeat, formal complaint was lodged 
with the Commish by Hamilton’s sec- 
retary, McNinch revealed. Investi- 
gation, which completely cleared the 
station, showed: 

(1) WTAR had offered Hamilton a 
place on its program earlier in the 
campaign, which Hamilton had 
turned down because, at that time, 
he considered himself unopposed. 

(2) Transmitter revealed that two 
years ago, when Hamilton was fight- 
ing Darden, tables had been turned 
and Hamilton had reserved all avail- 
able time on the station for himself, 

Obviously amused by the incident, 
MeNinch observed that the WTAR 
complaint, ‘one or two’ from Texas, 
and one from Tennessee, established 
a record low in anguished squawks 
from disappointed candidates. Chair- 
man thought that new rules govern- 
ing use of transmitters for political 
broadcasts—drawn up by the Com- 
mish earlier in the summer—‘helped 
a lot.’ Expressed surprise, however, 
that no charges had been filed from 
the Kentucky and California battle- 
grounds, 


Gratis advice to Senate leaders 
that the Wheeler resolution express- 
ing flat opposition to ‘operation of 
radio broadcast stations ... with 
power in excess of 50 kilowatts’ 
should be repealed was given last 
week by Louis G, Caldwell counsel 
for the Clear Channel Group in his 
tome on new allocation and regula- 
tion policies. Whi'- resolution is, of 
course, entitled to respect, many 
persons who voted for it must have 
been under .misapprehension and 
probably had incomplete, if any, un- 
derstanding of the proposition, for- 
mer Federal Radio Commission gen- 
eral counsel averred, Examination 
of the whereaser reveals lack of ap- 
preciation for basic facts, Caldwell 
thinks, and commish ought to urge 
rescinding of the policy declaration. 





Change in New Deal radio technic 
is in the offing, intensified by rivalry 
between two individuals concerned 
with government broadcasting. Con- 
flicting schools of thought over dram- 
atizations vs. simple, unadorned, ed- 
ucational programs, either one of 
which would be a welcome change 
from many boring recitations of sta- 
tistics and uninspired speeches by 
untrained spielers, Coordination is 
likely to lead to programming on na- 
tional scale and put an end to rivalry 
between Federal bureaus and depart- 
ments for microphone opportunities. 





Prominent New Dealer, who 
forked up generously in the 1932 and 
1936 campaigns, according to gossip 
(although his name is not on the of- 
ficial list of Democratic party angels) 
is reported due for rough treatment 
when the FCC monopoly investiga- 
tion gets under way. Steady expan- 
sion of his radio interests has ine 
trigued FCC diggers, who have been 
prodded in part by reports he’s pally 
with one of the political office holde 
ers the White House marked for 
slaughter, as well as by direct in- 
quiries from certain Congressman 
about his holdings. Veil of mystery 
around some of his radio connections 
is expected to be pierced when mat- 
ter of chain monopolies is weighted. 





Testimony indicating that a fair- 
haired holder of a short-wave li- 
cense—which carries clauses prevent- 
ing commercialization and edver- 
tising—offered to sell time is intrigu- 
ing the FCC. Special investigation 
is considered likely, since Chairman 
Frank R. McNinch showed great in- 
terest when informed of the appar- 
ent readiness to laugh at the law 
and forget terms of the license. 


Lead for the inquiry can be found 
in record of.a recent Commish hear- 
ing. 
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Moret Vs. Vogel 
On Rose Copyrt; 
Stream Dispute: 


—T | 





Villa Moret, Inc., of San Francisco, | 
has served legal notice through At-| 
torney J. T. Abeles on Jerry Vogel 
Music Co., Inc., over the oldtime 
song, ‘Lay My Head Beneath the 
Rose,’ authored by W. Madison and 
F. Falkenstein in 1908, and copy- 
righted by the latter. When Moret 
acquired the old-fashioned ballad 
from Falkenstein in 1926, the Frisco 
firm issued it as a foxtrot, made a 
special pianoforte foxtrot arrange- 
ment, and copyrighted it in 1926, or 
10 years before the original copy- 
right expired. 

A novel point is involved in this 
claim in that when Vogel bought up 
the renewal rights to ‘Lay My Head’ 
in 1936—as he has been doing with 
many old songs—he published what 
is alleged to be an unauthorized ver- 
sion of the foxtrot arrangement, 
rather than of the old tune, including 
the modernized harmonics, etc. 

Unlike the many present tin pan 
alley tiffs over pop song renewals, 
this suit stems from an alleged copy- 
right infringement. Vogel claims that 
with the 1936 expiration of the basic 
28 years’ copyright protection to ‘Lay 
My Head,’ all rights expired. Villa 
Moret contends that the Register of 
Copyrights has approved protection 
on new arrangement; that Moret 
paid royalties on the new arrange- 
ment; that, thus, its 1926 copyright 
doesn’t expire until 1954. 

For the records, it’s been held that 
a new orchestration constitutes a 
new copyright, and can be so pro- 
tected, but the question of simply a 
pianoforte arrangement is something 
else again. 

Falkenstein heads 
in Fresno, Calif. 

Still another claim involving Jerry | 
Vogel arises from ‘Down by the Old 
Mill Stream.’ Both Forster, of Chi- 
cago, and Vogel have served notice 
on ASCAP and the MPPA over the 
tune, claiming credit. Forster orig- 
inally took over this ballad by the 
late Tell Taylor, first copyrighted in 
1910 by Taylor and Star Music Pub, 
Co., of Chi, his firm. 

Among the first issues of what was 
destined to become a world classic, 
Tell Taylor’s name was solo on the 
title-page, but within, Taylor’s name 
Was conspicuously billed, and under- 
neath the name of Earl Smith was 
printed in smaller type, as a collabo- 
rator. Subsequently, Smith’s name 
disappeared entirely from the sheet 
music. Mrs. Taylor transferred re- 
newal rights to Forster (Taylor died 
last year), but Vogel, digging up the 
old copyright records, found Earl 
Smith billed as a co-author and made 
a deal with Smith for the renewal 
rights. Hence both firms have issued 
editions, and there the matter rests, 
with legalists in the background. 


VICTOR GOING AFTER 
COIN-MACHINE TRADE 


RCA Victor’s recording division is 
under instructions to concentrate on 
getting its 35c label, Blue Bird, into 
the coin-operated machines. As an 
initial move in that direction, Victor 
has transferred Fats Waller from the 
75e list to the Blue Bird section. 

Opinion among RCA Victor high- 
ers-up is that Decca has been getting | 
a major share of the coin-machine 
business principally because it has 
been able to offer important names | 
at the 35c level. The orders at RCA 
Victor now are to compete for this 
machine trade, even if it means los- 
ing money for a while. 


Woods to London 


Harry Woods is going to London | 
next month to write for Cinephonic | 
Music (Reg Connelly), and that 
music publisher is due to arrive in 
New York on a business trip in a 
week or so. 

Connelly is the original publisher 
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of ‘Lambeth Walk.’ 


Bootleggers’ $1,500 Baii 
Aii-Time High in N. Y. 


All-time high bail for persons | 
arrested for peddling contraband | 
was the $1,500 which | 
Magistrate William A. Farrell set | 
last week in the cases of two repeat | 
offenders brought before him. He | rs 
ordered the two, Murray Eisenberg Call Performances of Iden- 
and George Regan, held in that | tifymg Songs Unworthy 
amount each for a hearing in Special | . ° 
Court. Duo later pleaded | of Parity with Regular 
guilty in the latter court and were Plugs 
remanded for investigation and 
sentence, 
Usual bail cited in such cases is | 
$500. The arrests were caused by 
Arthur Hoffman, investigator for the 
Music Publishers Protective Asso- 
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FOR POINT LIMIT 


RADIO SLANT 





sintdae. Movement has been launched 
| among the directors of the American 
| Society of Composers, Authors and 
|Publishers to close down on per- 


Wins $65,295 Award |formance credits for theme sungs. 
In 12-Yr. Suit Vs. Victor | is expected to meet 


| The agitation 
‘ ’ . | With stiff resistance from 1 omg ee 

| who have developed imposing lists 
For Old 97 Royalties) :; such programs associations. As 
|an alternative the proponents of the 
| ban, it is understood, will ask that 
the credit for a themer usage be re- 
duced to a 10th of a point. 











Detroit. Sept. 20. 


Ending a 12-year court battle, 
David Graves George, of Detroit, : 
was awarded $65,295 in royalties| What has prompted the move is 
from Victor Talking Machine Co. for | the increasing practice among cer- 
his ‘The Wreck. of the Old 97’ ballad. | tain publishers of paying substantial 
Decision was handed down last week | prices to mike leaders and vocalists 
by Federal Judge 7 Boyd Avis | for themers that they have them- 
Camden, N, J. district court, selves composed or had written for 

George will get only half of the them, Prime object of these acquisi- 
royalties from the sale of more than | ions have been the ASCAP per- 
1,000,000 records made of the bal- emerge credits that would accrue 
lad, since “The Prisoner’s Song’ was | rom : om. 
carried on other side of records. Advocates _of the rae nae wane 
Case had been fought to the U. S. themer credits contend that these 
unre coast and beck. with purchases also put the performers 
George finally establishing himself | der obligation to favor the cur- 

poi ~ Be Seika & *““ | rent releases of the publishers in- 
- enki volved and the relationship can un- 


s r imes hov . 
George repeated ~~ al time nd der the circumstances be construed 
he was inspired to write words after | 


P fr . |as a form of plug payoff. The theme 
Old 97° was wrecked og 1903 at! songs so poker ia rarely ex- 
Franklin Junction, Va., where | ploited. In some instances the pub- 
George then was a railroad me- | lishing firm doesn’t even go through 
chanic. Victor had claimed __ that | the gestures of turning out a printed 
George merely copied the words | Version 

from the record and then started | ; 
suit. 


LEADER ASKS STAY 
OF LOCAL’S FINE 


Cleveland, Sept. 20. 

Drive of musicians local No, 4 to 
stop under-scale jobbing by small 
bands received its first set-back 
when Frank Mates, orchestra leader, 
filed an injunction suit against Mil- 
ton W. Krasny, prez of union, and 
other officials to restrain them from 
collecting fines levied against him 
for allegedly accepting below-scale 
fees, 

Clevelander and his four men had 
been fined from $250 to $1,000, union 
claiming they were working on a 
radio program for $4 per man in- 
stead of the minimum rate of $6 for 
each Sunday program tagged ‘In Old 
Bohemia’ over WGAR. 

Mates, the first maestro to buck 
the local, claims he is being penal- 
ized unjustly and that he didn’t 
break any rules. Sponsor of the 
WGAR show, he said, was pressed 
financially recently and planned to 
close Bohemia series. Rather than 
lose his job, he declares he accepted 
a $4 rate, but also received a promis- 
sory note from sponsor for the re- 
mainder, 

Such an arrangement doesn’t vio- 
late any of the union’s laws, he con- 
tended, in asking court to declare the | 
fines levied illegal. Furthermore | declared here yesterday (Mon.). He 
asked that WGAF be restrained | is leaving the presidency with ‘dis- 
from refusing to permit his band to | gust and sickness,’ he said, for the 
air programs because of a contract| A. F. of L. and for the division of 
between station and union. De-| labor into two hostile camps. 
manded, too, that he be allowed to! Tomei’s resignation was reported 
continue playing at Golden Goose | last week. He made official an- 
Tavern, owned by Edward Svec, who |} nouncement Saturday of his inten- 
said he has been paying band full| tion to quit the top AFM post and 
scale. | join the Philly Symphony orch as a 

Milt Krasny, who has suspended all French horn player on Oct. 3. 
five musicians, charges that Mates| A. F. of L. leadership was de- 
admitted workin; for reduced wages | nounced by Tomei for ‘attempting to 
and said nothing about the promis-| shove down the throat of labor in 
sory notes until recently. | Pennsylvania th: Republican party.’ 
; Tooter prez declared he will re- 

George Brown. Irving Actman| sign as delegate to the A.F.L. con- 
and Milton Berle wrote three new | vention in Houston Oct. 3, although 
songs: ‘Can't Stop Now,’ ‘Easy to| he is the first member of the A.F.M. 
Say But So Hard to Do’ and ‘Stop | from Pennsy ever to be elected a 
Me If You've Heard This Before.’ | delegate. 











Vanity Angle 

Themer angle has become quite an 
}angle with certain minor rating 
ASCAP writers also. As soon as they 
hear that a newcomer band is about 
to get a network outlet they go after 
him with solicitations to write his 
theme song. One of these writers 
has a pet sales speech. He points 
out to the newcomer that every time 
Paul Whiteman enters a spot he is 
greeted with the playing of ‘Rhap- 
sody in Blue’ and that similar salutes 
are accorded all leaders who have 
their own theme songs, The writer 
winds up his talk with the assurance 
that if the newcomer wants to be- 
come famous and popular he must 
have a tune that is closely and ex- 
clusively associated with him. 


AFL ‘Disgust 
Put by Tomei 
As Quit-Cause 


Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 
‘Disgust’ with the leadership and 
‘reactionary tactics’ of the American 
Federation of Labor is the real cause 
for his resignation as prez of the 
Philly Musicians’ Local, A. A. Tomei 























, Decca Records, Inc., 


WOULD DE-CLASS THEME 
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Decca Gets Permit | 
For New Stock Issue, 


Washington, Sept. 20. | 

Permit to peddle 150,000 shares of 
$1 par common stock was given 
last week by 
Securities & Exchange Commission. 
Application became effective Thurs- 
day (15). 

Stock will be offered via under- | 
writers, Reynolds & Co. and asso- 
ciated houses, at $5.25 per share, for 
purpose of bolstering working capi- 
tal. 


Chi Phono Firm Claims 
East St. L. Police Chief 
Is Barring It from Towa 








St. Louis, Sept. 20. 

Suit for an injunction to prohibit 
A. P. Lauman, East St. Louis police 
commissioner, from interfering with 
the installation of electric phono- 
graphs in the town’s taverns was 
filed last week in the Circuit Court 
at Belleville by the A.M.I. Distribut- 
ing Co., Chicago. Petition charges 
that Lauman, whose son, A. P. Lau- 
man, Jr., is agent for a rival con- 
cern, told an agent for A.M.I. that 
an exclusive privilege covering the 
town was held by another company. 

Complaint also charges that on 
Aug. 29, while E. S. McKelvey, agent 





of the Chicago firm, was installing a 





machine in a tavern he was nailed 
by police and taken to the town’s 
hoosegow, where the police commis- 
sioner allegedly told him another 


city. 

There are about 3,000 electric 
phonographs in operation in the St. 
Louis metropolitan area and the take 
has dwindled from $10 for each ma- 
chine a week in 1936 to about $5.50. 


J. P. SOUSA MEMORIAL 
SPONSORED BY ROLFE 


Plan for a nationwide movement 
to erect a monument to the memory 
of John Phillip Sousa was announced 
today by B. A. Rolfe, the maestro, 
for many years an intimate friend 
of the ‘march ging.’ The Sousa 
Memorial Home for aged and indi- 
gent American musicians was part of 
the campaign at first, but now de- 
cided to restrict it to a monument. 
A nationwide radio broadcast of one 
hour, followed by a series of half- 
hour programs, featuring a concert 
band of 60 under the direction of 
Rolfe and noted guest conductors, 
will touch it off. 

All solicitations for funds will be 
confined exclusively to the radio 
and subscriptions limited to $1. Ex- 
ecutive board comprises Rolfe, Gene 
Buck, Joseph N. Weber, Arthur 
Pryor, Dr. George H. Gartlan, 
Supervisor of Music of the Public 
Schools of New York, and James F. 
Gillespie, director of operations for 
Rolfe, 











Dash Baptizes Hdqs. 


London, Sept. 20. 

Irwin Dash is holding his form] 
opening of the new headquarters of 
the Irwin Dash Music Co, tomorrow 
(Wednesday). It’s the most preten- 
tious layout of any pop publisher in 
London. 

Also the first break in the old tia 
pan alley line-up on Denmark 
Street. Dash thinks that the pop 
pubs will eventually cluster around 
his new neighborhood, where sev- 








concern had exclusive rights to the | 





eral classical houses are already es- 
tablished. ; 


ICAP ACITATIQN (Dual Rights Conveyed by MLPP.A. 


Under New Two-Part Licenses 


+ 


Mechanical rights division of the 
Music Publishers Protective Asso- 
ciation will start issuing twin licenses 
to phonograph record companies Oct. 
1. One license will be for the long- 
established right to manufacture, 
while the other, a newly enforced 
right, will convey permission to make 
special arrangements of copyrighted 
works for records that will be used 
in the home only. Both rights will 
be cleared by Harry Fox, as agent 
and trusiee. 

Only major publishing firm or 
group that has not authorized Fox 
to handle the special arrangements 
right for it is the Metro-Robbins 
combine. Latter has advised Fox 


| that it would prefer not to join in 


enforcing this right in the phono- 
graph field at this time. 

Both licenses will apply to the 
number of records manufactured. 
No fee will be asked for the pres- 
ent for the license involving the 
right tc arrange music recorded for 
home use. For records used in coin- 
operated machine, there will be an 
entirely different set of licenses, but 
each covering the same rights. The 
latter is subject to future negotia- 
tions with the phonograph manu- 
facturers, since it will take some time 
for both the MPPA and the record- 
ers to collect the data that is neces- 
sary in developing a basis for the 
fees to be asked for records used in 
coin :nachines. 

Law firms of Wattenberg & Wat- 
tenberg and Gilbert & Gilbert have 
been retained to do the MPPA’s legal 
groundwork in the move to bring the 
licensing phuses of the coin-machine 
business under the control of the 
musical copyright owner. 


Silver-Parish 
Co-Writer Pact 
On the Rocks 


Unusual issue for the music 
business is involved in the con- 
troversy now prevailing between 
Abner Silver and Mitchell Parish 
over a co-writing contract. Silver, 
following a conference with his at- 
torneys, notified Parish yesterday 
(Tuesday) that he expects Parish to 
live up to the writing partnership 
they effected last year and that he 
was prepared to resume their col- 
laborations, a 

Silver claims that on Nov. 9, 1937, 
he and Parish entered into a contract 
to write songs together, and that it 
was also agreed that they share 
equally all royalties accruing from 
works they wrote joirtly or singly 
during the ensuing year. Included 
in the covenant was a clause which 
made the binder automatically effec- 
tive for another year if either did 
not cancel in writing before the final 
three months of the original con- 
tract. Silver now contends that Par- 
ish is bound to him until November, 
1939. 

Parish has done hardly any col- 
laborating with Silver during the 
past six months because, as Silver 
alleges, his contract-partner has been 
busy writing lyrics for two of Jack 
Robbins’ firms, the Robbins Music 
Corp., and Leo Feist, Inc. The songs 
on which Silver is asking a split 
are: ‘Don’t Be That Way’ (Benny 
Goodman), ‘It’s Wonderful’ (Stuff 
Smith), ‘We Have Met Before’ (Louis 
Prima) and ‘Who Blew Out the 
Flame’ (Sammy Fain). 











Pluggers on the Hoof 


A new baliroom, capacity of 5,506, 
will be opened by the Manhattan op- 
era house for the gala benefit dance 
of the Professional Music, Men on 
Oct. 9. a. 

Six of the country’s top bands wiil 
play for the affair. 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers is permitting | 


Its district reps to remove the huge ASCAP insignias from their auto | production of 
The insignia on the door started out as a publicity idea, but it! ‘Faust’ in Pilgrimage theatre, high | 


doors. 
turned out a nuisance in more ways than one. | 


A tavernkeeper would spot the rep’s car as it was being parked in front | losing venture. 
of his place and off he’d scram, with the result that the call was so much |formances was 


wasted time for the ASCAP man. Where the insignia on the door also 
worked to the discomfiture of the ASCAP rep were on the highspeed 
roads. Motorcycle cops, seeing the sign on the car, would immediately 
deduce that it was a commercial vehicle and wave it off to the less satis- 
factory highways. 


Milkman’s Matinee, owl session of recorded jive on WNEW, N. Y., 
dropped the playing of request numbers for a few days last week but 
quickly reinstated them when protests began pouring in. Stan Shaw had 
been criticized for too much talk between records and station heads 
cracked down on him and substituted 15 min. session of platters of various 
orchestras. 

Omission of requests and reading of telegrams brought queries anent 
the change and Shaw explained. Promised it would be returned if lis- 
teners wanted it. Flood of protests forced its return in five days. 

Signatured extensions of membership contracts have been coming in in 
large number to the American Society of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers during the past week. The extensions are for 10 years. 

It is expected that the majority of the major pubs will turn in their 
approved contracts when the ASCAP board holds iis first fall meeting 
next Thursday (29). 

Swing-songster Billy Cover of Plaza cafe, Pittsburch, has been invited 
by Pittsburgh’s leading synagogue to sing the ‘Kol Nidre’ Oct. 4 at the 
Jewish Yom-Kippur services at Carnegie Music Hall. 
vocalist with Jimmy Peyton’s band at the Plaza. 





OLD SONG SUGGESTIONS 


FOR YOUR PROGRAMS 
JIMMY McHUGH’S 


Go Home and 
Teil Your Mother 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORP, 








4 
> 





Indp!s. Spot Reopening 
Indianapolis, Sept. 20. 
Tom Devine, back from a season 


Ballroom here Friday (23). 
Agnew’s orch 
weele 








Reinhardt’s ‘Faust’ | 


Drops 236 in L. A.' 


} 


} 





Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
California Festival Assn.’s al fresco 
Max  Reinhardat’s 





in the Hollywood Hills, proved a 
Gross for the 25 per- 
around $42,000 | 


AL GOODMAN DANCE 
GROUP WILL TOUR 


Al Goodman, currently batoning 
the Lucky Strike Hit Parade, will 
form a dance band when the ciggy 
stint expires Oct, 29. 


Outfit will shove off a one-night 
tour of the east and midwest, work- 


MCA’s Letouts 


Reports of a shakeup at Music | 
Corp. of America is denied by execs 
with explanation that group of em- 
ployees dropped this week were only 
temporary workers. 


MCA admits that extra girls and a 
few men, including Arthur Kenaga 





| against a nut of $65,000. It was ad- 
| vertised as the first of the Salzburg- 
|in-America festivals and the down- 
itown sheets gave up space un- 
stintedly. 


and William Von Zelle, latter in 
radio department, are out. They 
add that it’s an annual house-clean- 
ing just before the bonuses are 


ing through Music Corp. of America. 





Dinty Moore band now holding 


Cover is featured | 


in California, will open the Indiana | 
Charlie 
booked for opening | 


Piece moves to San Francisco for! passed out. Those released were in 
a week at pop prices in Civic Audi-|to handle extra 
torium, which seats 6,200. Pilgrimage; Kansas City Jubilesta, 
amphitheatre has capacity of only | state Fair. etc. 

1,100 

Symphonies Under the Stars in 
Hollywood Bowl closed a_ highly 
successful season. Maria Jeritza and 
Kirsten Flagstad played to turnaway 
crowds while most of the others 
comfortably filled the 22,000-seat en- 
closure, 


summer biz of 
Michigan 


‘Snow White’ Disc 
Sales Set All-Time 


Sales of phonograph record ver- 
sions of the ‘Snow White’ score tops 
by a huge margin the disc turnover 


‘Snow White’ records went around 


AGMA, Chorus | 
450,000 for all labels, while Irving 


| ¢ S 
Group Snag in 
| Berlin, Inc., the publisher, disposed 
Gace 9VeS of 800,000 copies of sheet music of the 
entire score. 


RCA Victor put out a soundtrack 
‘ iY Ft a series in album form which sold 
ee With the Grand Opera c horal Al- 40,000 sets, but, with Blue Bird sales, 
| liance still picketing the < enter the- | included, the output from this source 
| atre, New York, were Fortune figured 200,000 records. Decca dis- 
Gallo 2 presenting his San Carlo posed of 130,000 platters of the same 
jo conte pigetirigh ee teats seore, while the American Recard 
Ss ad arge ti shorister g seuntaa souiamn ° 
with the American Guild of Musical | i gaa “ee 
Artists. Reps of the two organiza-|; “~~ °°" 
tions met Monday ‘night (19) but} 




















made little progress. 





Wonders Back at R-0’K 


GOCA is picketing Gallo because 





SONGS FROM 


ROBBINS 


From the New Universal Picture, “That Certain Age” 


MY OWN 
YOU'RE AS PRETTY AS A PICTURE 


By Harold Adamson and Jimmy McHugh 


From the 20th Century-Fox Picture, “Straight, Place and Show" 


WITH YOU ON MY MIND 


By Lew Brown and Lew Pollack 


The Coming No. 1 Hit! 
MY REVERIE 


By Larry Clinton 


The Sensation of The Century! 


A-TISKET A-TASKET 
By Ella Fitzgerald and Al Feldman 


A Killer Diller! 
WACKY DUST 


By Stanley Adams and Oscar Levant 


The Year's Foremost Production Hits]! 


| MARRIED AN ANGEL 
SPRING IS HERE 


By Lorenz Hart and Richard Rodgers 
From the Musical Comedy, “I Married An Angel” 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 
799 SEVENTH AVENUE - NEW YORK 








it claims he ‘locked cut’ its members. 
Gallo formerly used GOCA chorus | 
members, but when the Associated | 


Ralph Wonders has rejoined the 


cently revoked the choral group’s | this week to take charge of the Coast 


Pic High at 450,000 


of any other music out of Hollywood. | 


Actors and Artistes of America re- | Rockwell-O’Keefe agency and leaves | 


| forth at Cat and the Fiddle, Bronx 
(N. Y.) tavern, 


| 











ABC Leads the Alphabe: 
and Leads the Music Field 


WHILEA CIGARETTE 
WAS BURNING 


(CHARLES & NICK KENNY) 


LOVE OF MY LIFE 


(TEDDY POWELL) 





From the Columbia Picture 
“The Lady Objects” 


A MIST IS 
OVER THE MOON 


HOME IN 
YOUR ARMS 


(HAMMERSTEIN H-OAKLAND) 


| HADN’T ANYONE 
TILL YOU 


(RAY NOBLE) 











Two Noveity Dance Hits 


THE GANDY DANCER 


AFL charter, he signed a contract 
with AGMA, which now holds the 
jurisdiction. 


office. Appointment is effective as of 
Oct. 1. Mike Nidorf was until re- 
|cently handling the Coast end, but 


PEELIN’ THE PEACH 





: : = x a 
Leo Fischer, executive-secretary of |returned to New York when F. C, 


AGMA, leaves next week (29) to|O’Keefe resigned from the agency. 
sign a contract with the Chicago} Wonders formerly headed the 
Civic Opera. GOCA has a pact with |CBS artists bureau. 
the Chicago outfit for chorus singers | 
| for the present season, but AGMA 
expects its contract covering next| 
season to include chorus members| ,)° a+ Republic 
as well as principals and ballet, etc. | Trail.’ ; 
GOCA last week sought to take | , 
ads in the N.Y. dailies to present its | 
| Side cf the dispute with Gallo and 
AGMA. But the papers refused to | 





Johnny Marvin and Fred Rose 


Ditties are ‘The Old 
‘Rodeo’ and ‘Old Ladies.’ 


aby’ fo. the same picture. 


cleffed three songs for ‘Rodeo Bust- | 


Larry Yoell and Glenn Brown wrote | 
‘When Mocher Nature Sings a Lull- | 


From Wait Disney’s Latest 
of the Same Title 


FERDINAND 
THE BULL 


ABC Music Corp. 


799 Seventh Ave., New York 
FRANK HENNIGS, Prof. Mer. 





























accept the copy after consulting with | 
the opera company and AGMA re- 
garding the facts in the case. D p 


Bryan Asks Particulars 




















In S-B Copyright Suit 


Counsel for Al Bryan, one of the 
defendants in the copyright renewal 
rights test suit brought by Shapiro, 
Bernstein & Co., yesterday (Tues- 
day) asked Judge Alfred Cox in the 
N. Y. Federal Court to order that 
the writer be furnished with a 
further bill of particulars. It was 
the first preliminary skirmish in the 
action, which seeks to have the court 
determine whether Al Bryan had a 
| right to assign the renewal rights 
| of his end of ‘Come, Josephine, in 
My Flying Machine’ to the Famous 
Musie Corp. 

Shapiro-Bernstein claims that the 
tune was written and published un- 
der an employment-for-hire contract 
and that as such the song’s copy- 
right could only be renewed by the 
| original publisher or his assignee. 
Also named in the action is the 
tune’s co-writer, Fred Fisher. Latter 
has retained his renewal rights and 


is publishing the song under his 7 

| own firm name, TH 

| E 
St. L. Muny Gets WPA “id 


St. Louis, Sept. 20. 
Execs of the St. Louis Municipal 
| Theatre Assn. have received word 





RKO’s sensational 





THE 








(The new dance 
Fred Astaire a 


“CAREFREE” 


Starring FRED ASTAIRE and GINGER ROGERS 
With four hits 


By IRVING BERLIN 


| USED TO BE 
COLOR BLIND 


IS FILLED WITH MUSIC 


musical production 


NIGHT 


PARTNERS 
YAM 


novelty created by 
nd Irving Berlin) 





| that the WPA has granted $90,000 to 

the assn., which added to $110,000 
| from the theatre’s reserve, will be 
| used for extensive improvements at 


HARRY LINK 








| the al fresco theatre in Forest Park. 





,» Gen. Prof. Mgr. 























ANOTHER BURKE AND LESLIE HIT! 


SAILING AT MIDNIGHT 


JOE MORRIS MUSIC CO., 1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
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15 Best Sheet 


(Week ending Sept. 17, 1938) 


Rapp Hunts New Singer; 


Missus Retiring for Baby 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 20. 
Barney Rapp, playing at New 
Penn here, staging series of audi- 


Music Sellers 





* Indicates filmusical song. 





The others are pops. 


tions this week to pick a new femme 








. ander’s Ragtime Band .............. dccinavatee ABC vocalist for band. Ruby Wright 
sive Got a Pocketful of Dreams..... pest kee ieee Kens Santly-Joy (Mrs. Rapp) will retire temporarily 
A-Tisket, A-Tasket ............055 takes ivaese . ‘Robbins to await stork when band leaves 
*Now It Can Be th RRS PHS a hte el arg Berlin next month on series of one-niters. 
When Mother Nature Sings Her Lullaby............ Santly-Joy Rapp _ broached the Pittsburgh 
et Oe NIN 053-09 4054 dV ETS Feeder deeded Remick |try-out idea to Darrell V. Martin, 
So Help Me .....-..es0005 guia ccd sndeaecti's weer vt Remick \tadio ed of Post-Gazette, asking lat- 
Sek Mime TO WY PORT Ec ndic cc ccs sciences vo ceeaee Shapiro ter to sponsor it. Martin went along 
ae UMMINR. WODOGE- 5 65 6.6chadceescscySowsees aston Berlin j with maestro and latter’s grabbing 
Small ee PS OP rererr rrr itreeee yt Famous | off a lot of free publicity as a re- 
Stop Beating Around the Mulberry Bush.,.......... BVC a in the morning sheet. 

*Change Partners ....... cece ccc ee ccc evencccsesceces Berlin —_——— ae 

opus Gots Date WHR.@ DLeam 2.06. cccccecciecsccen Feist 

DE RORO Ge GE BI oi6 65 x5 vicsccses eben eeeneaeoenes Harms MORRIS AGENCY 
What Goes on Here in My Heart...............000, Paramount 


+ Indicates siage production song. 
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CAN.EXPO 
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Toronto, Sept. 20. 
Complete boxoffice check-up shows | 
that the Goodman-Lombardo-Rogers- | 
Dorsey orchs grossed $35,300 during | 
their Dance Pavilion engagement at | 
the Canadian National Exhibition. | 
Special structure held some 5,000} 
people, with admission at $2 a 
couple. 

Benny Goodman did $9,900 for the 
three nights, building from $1,800 to 
$3,000 to $5,100; Guy Lombardo did | 
$9,000 for the three nights; Buddy | 
Rogers, $4,000; and Tommy Dorsey, | 
$12,400, latter getting the closing | 
three nights when the Expo was} 
packed. | 

Topper for any night of the two} 
weeks (Sundays excluded in Can- 
ada) was Benny Goodman, who drew | 
$5,100 paid admissions. 


| music 





BAND BOOKINGS 











| 


Grant Wood, Westwood Club, Rich- | 
mond, Va., Sept. 23, two weeks. 





Don Bestor, New Kenmore hotel, 
Albany, N. Y., Oct. 1. 





Lou Blake, Atlanta-Biltmore hotel, 
Atlanta, Ga., Oct. 7. 





Blue Barron, Hippodrome theatre, 
Baltimore, Nov. 4. 





Gray Gordon, hotel, 


Syracuse, Sept. 28. 


Syracuse 





Harry Candullo, New Penn Club, 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 1. 





Hal Kemp, Drake hotel, Chicago, 


lawyer, who, 





Oct. 3. Continues one-nighting until 
then, 





Howard Gale, Democratic Ball, 
Ritz-Carlton hotel, Philadelphia, Oct. 
28. Currently doing weekly series on 
WHP, Harrisburg, Pa. 





Al Jahns opens Biltmore hotel, 
Providence, Oct. 30, 





Lou Breese, Earle theatre, Pitts- | 
burgh, Sept. 30. 








Billy Swanson, Lowry hotel, St. | 
Paul, Minn., Sept. 29. 





Joe Haymes, Club Palorama, | 
Schenectady, N. Y., Sept. 28. 





Marvin Frederic, St. Paul hotel, St. 
Paul, Sept. 22, 





Guy Lombardo, 


. Palmer 
Chicago, Sept. 29. 


House, 





Harry Owens, Baker hotel, Dallas, | 
Sept. 21, 





Dick Stabile, Edgewater 


Beach 
hotel, Chicago, Oct. 15. 


Buddy Rogers, College Inn (Sher- 
man hotel), Chicago, Oct. 8. 








Freddy Fisher (Schnickelfritz), 
Loew's State, N. Y., Oct. 20. 


TEES OFF ITS 
BAND DEPT. 


become this burg’s leading dance| William Morris office officially 
hall impresario. | opened its band booking department 

Jones, who earned his jurispru-| this week with creation of new office 
dence sheepskin tooting a sax in his} space, via expansion, and the sale of 
own outfit, has leased Rainbow Ren-! the Eddie De Lange band to Victor 
dezvous and is spotting traveling | for a series of recordings. Ed Fish- 
bands in the modernistic site. Carl | man, formerly with Radio Orchestra 
Ravazza’s band opened Sept. 14,/Corp. and Orchestra Corp. of 
followed by Frankie Trambauer’s| America, is now in charge of the 
outfit. Plans to import bands| Morris band department. He ne- 
throughout the fall and winter sea-| gotiated the takeover of the band 
sons. rand sale. De Lange starts the Victor 
series Sept. 23. 

Office has been proceeding slowly 


Goodman Vs. Vallee and will not actually get under way 
for about another week. No sales- 

At Hub Xmas Jamboree men have been taken on and few 
properties acquired in slow buildup 
process which was first indicated by 
long mulling of possibilities by office 
before it finally stepped into the 
band picture. Several Music Corp. of 
America letouts may be added here. 
So far Noble Sissle, Joe Rines, 
Emery Deutsch and De Lange have 
been contracted. Office has had Jan 


Garber for radio for some time and 
also Jacques Renard. 


Swingy Lawyer 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 20. 
Barrister chores are now just a 
sideline with Jerry Jones, youthful 
in the past year, has 

















Boston, Sept. 20. 
Benny Goodman and Rudy Vallee 
will do a battle of music for jitter- 
bugs at Boston Garden Oct. 24 under 
auspices of the Boston Evening 

American Christmas Basket Fund. 
Dance contest prelims were begun 
at Brockton Fair last week and are 
being handled by Joe Rubin, local 
talent booker and producer. Admish 
to jitter jamboree in the Garden will 
be $1, and the arena will be used Xavier Cugat, Arcadia-Internation- 
for dance floor, while Vallee’s sweet | 21, Philly, Sept. 26, following Clem 
competes with Goodman's | Williams, who has two weeks in 

| the spot, 

Sam Wineland doing the music| 








swing. 








Bill Hardy, Ray Noble’s manager, 


On the Upbeat 








PAINE’S VISITS 


Canada te Cooperate on New 
Government Rulings 








John G. Paine, general manager 
of the American Society of Compos- 
ers, Authors and Publishers, last 
week visited the organization’s Bos- 
ton office and the Toronto head- 
quarters of the Canadian Perform- 
ing Rights Society. Latter call was 


for the purpose of going over the | tour weeks, succeeding Barney Rapp, 








Skinnay Ennis and band, after 22 
weeks at Victor Hugo in Los An- 
geles, moved to San Francisco for 
eight weeks at the Mark Hopkins, 





Frankie Trombar touring midwest 
after closing at Los Angeles Bilt- 
more, 





Lew Palmer, former drummer 
with Jan Garber, is lining up dates 
for his own band, 





Harry Candullo orch moves into 
New Penn, Pittsburgh, Oct. 1 for 


new schedule of rates for music} who begins series of one-nighters in 
users which the CPRS must soon | tri-state area. 


submit to the government’s copy- 
right rate board. Copies must also 


| 


| 





Jack Gamble band into Lincoln 


be furnished users in advance for | Terrace, Pittsburgh, for indef stay. 


study prior to the rate board’s hear- 
ing. 

Visit in Boston disclosed that the 
locai federal court has 37 infringe- 
ment suits against users listed for 
trial during the October calendar. 
Defendants are located in various 
parts of New England. 


REMOTES BAN 
UP IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 

Ban on network airing by remote 
bands, imposed by Philly musicians’ 
local on Labor Day, will come up 
tomorrow (Wed.) for consideration 
by the union’s executive committee. 
Ruling was put into effect by the 
price committee, which may be 
overruled by the exec group. It is 
understood the new edict may be 
toppled if certain concessions are 
made. 

According to the new rule, which 
is also in force in some other cities, 
bands from night clubs can be aired 
locally, but not cn a net unless a full 
standby rate of $9 a man is paid. 
This makes such broadcasts prac- 
tically prohibitive. Name _ bands, 
which formerly came to Philly niter- 
ies, particularly the Arcadia-Inter- 
national, at reasonable fees because 
they were guaranteed one or two 
network shows every night, are re- 
fusing to take jcbs here. This is in 




















New season opens at Coliseum 
Ballroom Greensburg, Pa., Sept. 15 
with one-nighter of Tommy Dorsey 
orch, 





Baron Elliott, staff band leader at 
WJAS, Pittsburgh, and his dance 


| crew go into new Riviera, near Pitts- 
| burgh, this week, 








Artie Shaw settles for three weeks 
at the Chase hotel, St. Louis, com- 
mencing Sept. 30, Gets Mutual net 
wire from spot. 

Dave Burnside at Ansley hotel, 
Atlanta, Ga., after a season at Ocean 
Forest hotel, Myrtle Beach, S. C. 





Jack Wardlaw’s band set for 
Dempsey hotel, Macon, Ga., for 
month of November after closing at 
Jefferson hotel, Columbia, S. C. 





Jane Dover, formerly Will Hud- 
son’s vocalist, now with Bunny 
Berrigan. Ditto George Bohn and 
Gus Bovana, saxophonists, last with 
Hudson, 





Willie Farmer looking for a hot 
singer since exiting Radio City 
Promenade Restaurant in N, Y. 





Tito’s Swingtette cut 20 electrical 
transcriptions for World Broadcast- 
ing. 





Knights of Note, five-piece en- 
semble, current at the Radisson 
hotel, Minneapolis, after three years 
on KSTP sustainer, 
































| line with the idea of the tooters’| Dave Burnside and orch, current at 
score for Paramount's ‘The Arkan-| back from London, Leader returns| union in giving more work to local| Hotel Ansley Rathskeller, Atlanta, 
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Phill Agents, Acts 


Settle Differences 


With Joint Move Against % Renegers 


Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 
More than 100 acts and agents got 
together Sunday (18) at Musicians 
Hall here and most of the differences 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








between them were amicably ironed 
out. Joint gab session and feed, spon- 
sored by the Entertainment Man- | 
agers Assn., was the idea of its prez, 
Florence Bernard. 

Principal grievance to be aired | 
was that of the so-called ‘blacklist’ 
sent around by the agents. She de- 
clared it wasn’t a ‘blacklist,’ but an 
‘unfair’ list, similar to that which is 
sent out by unions to notify mem- 
bers that a certain’ party has com- 


mitted a violation against them. If, 


Myra Fox visited the Big Town. 
Winter is here again; so it’s red 


| flannels, electric pads, earlaps, wool- 
| en mittens, heavy socks, extra-heavy 


pajamas and more woolen blankets. 


Jack Phillips ex-ozoner and nite 
| club owner of prohib days, on Lake 
| Colby for a general check. 

good. 


| Mrs. Elizabeth Hayes holds open 


| house for this Actors Colony. 
Murray Salet, here for years, now 


they can distribute such a list, Miss; pumping gas in the Bronx. 


Bernard said, she didn’t see why her | 


group couldn’t warn its members 
about acts which didn’t pay commis- 
sions and broke contracts. 

Attending the meeting were A. A. 
Tomei, retiring prez of the Musicians 
local; Tom Keliy, biz agent of the 
United Entertainers Assn.; Fredric 
Watson and Howard E. Wheeler, Jr., 
exec secretary and prez, respec- 
tively, of the EMA of New York. All 
promised co-operation. 


Lynch, Gouraud Called 
In Philly Gambling Quiz 


Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 

Jack Lyneh, Philadelphia nitery 
op, and Powers Gouraud, WCAU 
commentator, were witnesses last 
Thursday (15), 
grand jury investigating gambling 
and vice here. Their presence stirred 
considerable comment in City Hall, 
but no explanation was given of why 
they were called. 

Gouraud on Thursday (22) will 
become m.c. in Lynch’s nitery atop 
the Walton hotel here. 

















WILLIE and EUGENE 


HOWARD 


“Hollywood Hotel’ Revue 
TOURING 


Fuller Circuit, Australia 
Per. Address 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
NEW YORK 














JACK and JUNE 


BLAIR 


On Tour Fuller Circuit, Australia 
with 


“Hollywood Hotel” Revue 

















before the special | 


Eddie Vogt (Vogt and Hurst) is 
one year older. He’s staged one real 
comeback. 
| Minna Morse and Jimmy Plunkett 
approved and back home to resume 
| work. 
| Sid Stuart, British entertainer, 
| who was checked here for his 
asthma, is bedding in a New York 
| hospital due to same malady. 

Harry Davies, ex-NVAite, who 
made the grade here, has been sent 
home. 

Colony thanks Joseph Frieber and 
David Bines, of Scaroon Manor, 
Schroon Lake, N. Y., for sending the 
following artists to entertain the gang 
at the Will Rogers hospital: Manny 
King, Earl Root, Merrill Miller, West 
Moreland, Lee Sullivan, Ruth Cook, 
Gale Winters, Dot Canova, Red King, 
| Dawn and Farrow, and Eddy Barry’s 
orchestra. 

Marion Green here for short va- 
cash and yearly checkup. 

Thanks from the xzang here to Mrs. 
William Navin, of Schenectady, for 
the books. 

The missus John, Joseph and 
James McCarthy left for their Bronx 
home after spending the summer 
with Joe McCarthy, ozoning here. 

Ned McGushion had the first stage 
|of the rib operation. He’s improv- 
ing. 

Garland Smith, a Will Rogersite, 
left for a month’s vacash in Vir- 
ginia, then back to the Big Town 
to resume work. 

Tom McFadden Ern: Golcher, of 
| Atlantic City, here eyeing Isabelle 
| Rook, who’s topping the ozone rou- 
| tine at the Will Rogers. 
| Buddy Emmett all keyed up over 
, the news that his frau (Dorothy Ber- 
| nier) made the grade with Max Gor- 
'don’s new show, ‘Sing Out the News.’ 

Jack Nichols, former. NVA-ite and 
| Miami special cop, here with his bet- 
ter half and daughter for a short 
vacash and check up. . ‘ 

Eddie (Four Carltons) Ross, who 
saw a long mess of this here, after 
/a year of hard work, back here for 
that check up and fishing vacash. He 
looks swell. 

Henry Wensch, of Atlanta, who 
did it up here, mitting the boys who 
| roomed with him. Another success- 
ful comeback. 
| Write to those who are ill. 








| 














‘the THEATRE 


BOOKING 


of the STARS 


AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLD 


160 WEST 46™ 


G. ANNEX 


ST. NEW YORK 


Bsyant 9-7800 





J. 
GENERAL 


SIDNEY H. 


BOOKING 





LUBIN 


MANAGER 


PIERMONT 


MANAGER 


He looks | 


Givot Goes Vocal 


George Givot, who returned Mon- 
day (19) on the Quee.. Mary, spent 
four months being coached vocally 
in Italy in preparation for veering 
from comedy to serious baritoning. 

Givot tried a serious song at his 
Palladium, London, appearance re- 
cently and also did a straight per- 
formance at the Queen Mary’s con- 
cert, 


DET. WARS ON 
NUMBERS GAME 


———— 








| 
Detroit, Sept. 20. 
| Police war on numbers racket 
'here, which has cleaned out most 
lof town’s big policy houses past 10 
days, is now hitting nite clubs. 
Acting on numerous complaints, 
state rum board has warned niteries 
that licenses will be revoked if prac- 
tice doesn’t cease. Procedure in past 
| has been to fine nitery operators $25 
if found in possession of numbers 
equipment and $100 to $150 if any 
employe is caught conducting num- 
bers betting. 








| © 15 YEARS AGO » | 


~ (From Variety and Clipper) 








Brietbart, German strong man, 
opened at the Orpheum, Brooklyn, 
the previous week. Now came 
Kronas, doing much the same tricks, 
but opening at the Grand Opera 
house, N. Y. Copy act, but a good 
one, 





Donald Brian, comic op fave, re- 
versed the two pianists idea for his 
date at the Palace. He had two girls 
at the black-and-whites. 





Only three comedy turns in the 
nine-act bill at the N. Y. Palace, the 
first laugh not coming until 9:15. 
Fight pictures with seats held for 
| Jack Dempsey and Babe Ruth. 
Neither showed up and a film leader 
explained the actual fight could not 
be shown. 





Eight acts at the Alhambra, N. Y., 


and six of them comedy turns. 
Moran and Mack the chief fun 
makers. Had been playing most of 


the N. Y. spots. 





Eddie Cantor at the Riverside and 
stopped the newsreel, which was all 
there was to follow. Took four en- 
cores and called it a day in spite of 
further demand. Several people, in- 
cluding Benny Leonard, worked in 
with Cantor. 





Prospect, Brooklyn, playing four 
or five local jazz bands each night. 
Winners went into the finals Friday. 
Three winners to be worked into an 
act later and presented as a house 
turn, 





Jack Benny at the Jefferson, N. Y. 
Off to a bad start, but he won the 
crowd. Described as ‘the conversing 
violinist.’ 





Palace screen announced the fight 
pictures could not be shown, but the 
Broadway had the Dempsey-Firpo 
bout.to the last blow, and mopped 
at the b. o. 





. Three miniature revues on the 
Chi Palace bill. Headliner was 
Trixie Friganza, with Johnny Burke 
runner-up, 





Sydney S. Cohen trying out stock 
at the McKinley Sq., Bronx. Said 
the cost of a 30 people show was 


on a split week, and paid better. 
Gave vaudeville concerts Sunday. 
Didn't last so long. Tryout of the 
idea for the exhib org he headed, 





alleging that ‘Why Worry’ infringed 
his ‘Nervous Wreck.’ Eventually 
won a verdict. 





Pressmen on a strike on the N. Y. 
dailies, and no papers published. Put 
a terrific crimp into the shows open- 
ing without reviews. Agency sale 
particularly bad. 





Variety sued by the Shuberts for 
$100,000. Did not deny the correct- 
ness of the printed report, but said 
it was published maliciously, After- 
math of Shubert vaudeville. 





Owen Davis sued Harold Lloyd, | 


$3,500 Doubling Date—But Can’t Go 





less than the rental of two features | 





| 


| 


Pix H.0. Shelve Orph Vaude, Lincoln: 


Maurice to Boss Loew's, Montreal 





Lincoln, Sept. 20. 

Decision to open the Orpheum 
here without remodelling to take 
care of the h.o. of ‘Alexander’s Rag- 
time Band’ (20th) and to play off 
some top ‘second runs, has shunted 
the vaude possibility for Lincoln 
back—probably until after Christmas, 
if then. Original plan was to have 
the house remodelled and open in 
late October for five-act bills, on 
three-day week policy, according to 





sources here. Billy. Diamond would | 
furnish the acts. Meanwhile, L. J. 
Finske, division manager; Joe Phil-| 
lipson, New York office manager; | 
and J. H. Cooper, N. Y. head of the 
Lincoln Theatres Corp., are hud- 
dling about the plans for extensive 
renovation. 

Wilbur Cushman, vaude booker, 
who sent $150 daily units scamper- 
ing by automobile all over the great 
plains area for several seasons, is 
still waiting for the green light for 
his new $350-a-day idea, with 30 
people and a name, He's currently 
in Hollywood. 

Cushman says Oklahoma 
Wichite and Nashville have told 
him they’re ready to go, but he 
wants more stopping places. He has 
plans for six shows, but will await 
more decisions and cooler weather. 


City, | 





Maurice Bosses Loew’s, Montreal 


Montreal, Sept. 20. 
Phil Maurice, former night club 
impresario, has been’ appointed 


manager of Loew’s here, with house 
scheduled to adopt vaudfilm upon 
reopening Friday (23). 

According to J.- Arthur Hirsch, 
president of Consolidated Theatres, 
which operates Loew’s under the 
pooling arrangement with Famous- 
Players Canadian Corp. there will 
be eight acts in addition to film. 

Difficulties with the American 
Federation of Musicians, local 406, 
have been adjusted to the satisfac- 
tion of Consolidated insofar as 
contract is concerned, it’s reported. | 
The new contract with AFM has a) 

| 








BARTON’S LONDON BIDS 





at Present 

Report from London that James 
Barton had signed to double from 
the Cafe de Paris and the Coliseum 
there for a joint salary of $3,500 
weekly is denied by the Broadway 
stage star. Stated that Barton had 
been signed for two weeks with op- 
tions, date to start Oct. 24. 

Barton, currently doubling from 
Broadway’s perennial ‘Tobacco Road,’ 
on the board for five years, to Billy 
Rose’s Casa Manana, on Broadway, 
has been approached for London 
dates, he says, but has indicated that 
he isn’t interested at present, due to 
the present European crisis. 








two-week cancellation clause so 
that musicians may be laid off ip 
the event that a change from the 
flesh policy should be decided. Lasi 
contract with AFM was for two 
years without privilege of cancel- 
lation. As a result Loew’s 


was 
obliged to pay musicians weekly 
salaries while the theatre was 


closed for several months. 

Understanding now is that 11 men 
will be used in the pit instead of 
12 last year with same salaries to 
be paid as last year. Reported also 
that Jerry Shea may replace Eddie 
Sanborn as leader of the orchestra. 
Consolidated has also been toying 
with the idea of using another 
eight musicians on_ stage, but 
whether this plan will be adopted 
is problematical. 


Johnnie Davis Seeks 
Band for 3-Week Tour 


Johnnie (‘Scat’) Davis is seeking 
a band to lead on ‘iis vaudeville tour 
for Warner Bros. 

Comic-trumpeter wants an already 
formed organization, which he can 
pick up and drop without qualms 
when three-week session is over. 
Tour will include Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh and Washington, opening 
at latter Sept. 23. 











CHALMERS’ CHI P. A. 
Chicago, Sept. 20. 

Lynn Chalmers, radio warbler, set 
into the State-Lake for this coming 
week (23), 

Was formerly on NBC and with 
the Henry Busse orchestra as s. a. 
soloist. 
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PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 


FRANK PARIS 


AND HIS MARIONETTES 


HELD OVER STRAND, NEW YORK 
(2nd Week) 


Direction: INGALLS & DAVIES 




















Jeanne Bernhardt in K. C. 
Comeback; 10 Mos. Hosp. 


Kansas City, Sept. 20. | 

Jeanne ‘Bobby’ Bernhardt of Kan- | 
sas City, formerly member of a/ 
‘cannonball’ troupe, returned last | 
week to present a dancing act in| 
the town's annual Jubilesta. The! 
‘cannonball’ girl’s act here marks | 
one of her early public appearances | 
since her cannon misfired at a Ca-| 
nadian fair last year. As a result | 
she spent 10 months in a Toronto | 
hospital. 

After seven months in the hos- 
pital, while learning to walk again, 
she slipped and suffered a fractured | 
leg, necessitating another  three- 
month hospitalization. 

















Loew's Century, Baltimore, Presents: 


THREE 
DREW S 


IRENE — MORT— ED 
Met.: HERMAN FIALKOFF 
NEW YORK 

















Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 














Esther and Edward Smalley 


Communicate with LEON I. GREEN- 
BERG, Est., 607 Bankers Securities 
Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 

















BRANDT 


WORLD'S FINEST 


Dr. Arthar Brandt, Producer 


Headlining ICE REVUE, College Inn 
NOW PLAYING 19th WEEK — SHERMAN HOTEL, CHICAGO 


Maragement: 


ICE SHOW PRODUCTIONS 
180 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite’ 2310—DEAr 7146 


SISTERS 


SKATING TEAM 


Harold Steinman, Manager 

















American Rep.: JACK BERFELL a 





HILDEGARDE 


NOW APPEARING AT 
THE SAVOY PLAZA, NEW YORK 


Personal Mgr., ANNA SOSENKO 


European Kep.: HENRY SHERER 
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Mpls. Grogey from Yen for Flesh 
Heidt’s $24,848 Record at Orph 





Minneapolis, Sept. 20. 
Stage shows’ boxoffice revival 
here has everybody connected with 
the show biz goggle-eyed and dizzy. 
Nothing like the current public ap- 


petite for live talent has been seen | y, 


in these parts since 1929, and the 
local trade considers it a most sig- 
nificant and surprising development. 
With the depression still supposed 
io have pretty much of a strangle- 
hold on commerce, and with the col- 
lapse of farm prices an adverse in- 
fluence in this neck of the woods, 
flesh-and-blood is smashing b.o. 
records right and left currently, 
whereas up to a few months ago| 
stage shows were deep in a rut and 
unable to arouse paying interest. 
On the heels of the sensational 
$20,000 chalked up by Rudy Vallee 
in five days and the healthy $14,000 
registered by Major Bowes’ Inter- 
national revue at the Orpheum, Hor- 
ace Heidt came along last week, and 
with practically no screen hit (‘Poor 
Man, Rich Girl’) shattered the Mort 
H. Singer house record, zooming 
through to a remarkable $24,848 in 
seven days. .Band did six shows a 
day, five on some of the others and 
four in a few, but there were 
enormous night overflows just the 
same. For the first three days— 


+ 





'N abes Rescue Child From 
‘Fire While Parents Hoof 


: Syracuse, Sept. 20. 
While his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
vine Meese, were going through 
| their singing-dancing 
| Andy’s Inn, local nitery, six-year- 
old Buddy Meese narrowly escaped 
death by fire last week. 


Left in the care of neighbors while | 
| his parents work, Buddy was sleep- | 
| of. six 


ing in the Meese apartment when 
a fire started. Neighbors, who dis- 
| covered the blaze, broke in and car- 


ried the boy, still sleeping soundly, | 
| stands. 


to safety. 


PHILLY UEA, AFA 
TAKE IST STEP 
IN MERGER 





Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 





Friday to Sunday—takings were| 
under $12,000. The more than $3,000 | 
a day weekday average—Monday to} 


Thursday, inclusive—amazed every- tors, 
Seldom has there ever} (25) when a mass ‘meeting of acts 


body here. 


been anything like it in this neck) will 


of the woods. 


The Heidt $24,847 is several hun- 
dred dollars in excess of the Or- 
pheum runner-up for b.o. honors, 
the ‘Folies Bergere’ show, two sea- 
sons ago when, however, the scale 
was 65c against 55c after 5 p.m. 
last week. However, Vallee a few 
weeks ago was hitting a $4,000-a- 
day weekday average, indicating 
that if he had remained seven days 
the take would have been $28,000 


| selves. 


First step in merging of the United 
Entertainers Assn. local talent union 
into the American Federation of Ac- 
will take place next Sunday 


pe held at Musicians’ Hall. 
Ralph Whitehead, AFA executive 
secretary, will be on hand to accept 
the application of the 383 UEA mem- 
bers. 

Although the acts wont become 
AFA members at once, by filing their 
applications th¢y will obligate them- 
They will be issued cards 
later. Merger was affected only after 
months of haggling by Tom Kelly, 
UEA biz agent, and Whitehead. UEA 
was formerly in the AFA, but broke 





or more. Also, the Minnesota the- 
atre in its heyday did from $30,000 | 
to $45,000 with stage shows, a much | 


larger seating capacity and higher | 
scale being influences, however. 

Harry Hirsch’s Gayety (stock bur- | 
lesque) is also feeling the stimu- 
lated effects of the voracious ap- 
petite for flesh and it, too, is do- 
ing the biggest biz in the 15 years 
of Hirsch’s tenancy. First week’s 


season’s opening week. Fair week’s 
gross of $6,200 set a new Hirsch 
high. Last week, with the Heidt 
opposition, house hit a very big 
$5,000. House ‘nut’ is approximately 
$3,500 and theatre is scaled at 99c 
top with two performances a day, 
all seats reserved. 

Orpheum underline for Sept. 30 is 
Benny Goodman, his first Minne- 
apolis visit. First Lyceum road- 
show will be ‘Pins and Needles’ Oct. 
6-8. A crowd of 45,000 at $2.75 per 
is indicated for the Minnesota- 
Washington football game, ushering 
in the gridiron season here Sept. 24. 


ROSE SEEKS TO REPLACE 
TRAHAN; SAVO NIXES 


With Al Trahan sailing for the 
Dorchester hotel, London, Billy Rose 
is still seeking a successor act for the 
Casa Manana, New York. Jim Bar- 
ton, Ted “Jewis, Patricia Ellis, et al., 
hold over but another specialty is 
needed, 

Jimmy Savo nixed the bid for a 
fortnight at the Broadway Casa, be- 
cause of a prior suit over salary 
with Rose. It appproximates $1,809 
and the comedian is still burning. 
Besides, Savo is featured in ‘Boys 
from Syracuse,’ new George Abbott 
musical, and that producer, along 
with Rodgers and Hart, the authors, 
refuse to permit any doubling, dur- 
ing rehearsals or after the premiere. 

Current Casa _ show, originally 
skedded for four weeks, will stay 
for six. Layout, topped by James 
Barton-Ted Lewis’ orchestra-Patricia 
Ellis, is currently in its third stanza. 











Cass-Owen-Topsy Set 


away about four years ago in a bat- 
tle over autonomy. Under the pres- 
ent arrangement, UEA will continue 
to exercise considerable local auton- 
omy. 

In addition to Keliy and White- 
head, those skedded to attend next 
Sunday’s pep meeting include War- 
ren D. Curry, president of the Cen- 
tral Labor Union; A. A. Tomei, re- 
tiring prez of the Musicians’ Local; 
James McElroy, of the Bartenders’ 
Union, and Harry Davis, of the 
Waiters’ Union. 





Pittsburgh, Sept. 20. 

George La Rar was elected execu- 
tive representative of the American 
Federation of Actors, Pittsburgh lo- 
cal, this week. Others inducted were 
Gene Gosnell, recording secretary; 
Howard Elsner, treasurer, and Zoise 
Reeder, secretary. Advisory board 
will consist of Gertrude Howell, 
Margaret Reeder, Lonnie Fischer, 
Gertrude Patti, Billy Cover and Bob 
Beech. 

Ralph Whitehead, executive secre- 
tary of national body, attended elec- 
tions and retuscned to New York late 
today (Tuesday). Meeting with 
Charles Moscowitz, of the Loew of- 
fice, who’s repping managers, will be 
called later in the week to discuss 
closed shop agreements for N.Y. 
vaudfilm houses. 


Andrews Sis to Hop To 
Cleve. from B’kiyn Date 


Andrews Sisters will jump via 
plane between Strand theatre, 
Brooklyn, and the Palace, Cleveland. 

Singers exit Strand tomorrow 
(Thursday) after one week and fly 
to Cleveland to open the next day. 
Other, less hectic bookings being 
lined up by Rockwell-O’Keefe, in- 
clude State, Hartford, Oct. 10, 











Trouble Comes in Threes 


Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 
When Ben Lander, of Lander’s 
Tavern, nitery here, gets troubles 
they come in big doses. 
Last Tuesday (13) he was indicted 
for bookmaking and conducting a 








Loew's has booked the Cass, Owen 
and Topsy comedy threesome for the 


Capitol, Washington, Sept. 30, with | was 


the State, New York, to follow. 


horse-race vetting pool. He was re- 
| leased on bail. Wednesday (14) he 
cited by the Pennsylvania 
| Liquor Control Board to show cause 


Deal, set by Max Tishman, also | why his license should not be re- 


included the booking by Loew’s of | voked 


for selling after hours. 


Vox and Walters, ventriloquial duo, | Thursday (15) his wife filed suit for 


for the State, Nov. 17, and Washing- | divorce, 
i human’ treatment. 


ton, Dec, 12, 


charging ‘cruel and_ in- 


routine at|! 





| 
| 


| outfit 








NO. 2 BOWES IDEA 





Local Pitt Sponsor Touring Own 
Ams Troupes 





-ittsburgh, Sept. 20. 

Taking a cue from success of 
Major Bowes units in this district, 
Larry Jacobs, former advertising di- 
rector for old Stanley chain here and 
later exploitation ma: with UA, has 
sold Wilken’s Jewel'y Co. on idea 
of doing same thing with tyro shows 





} 


at Jack Lynch’s Walton 


has been sponsoring over | 
WAS for last five years. 
Talent will be plucked from Sun- 


day afternoon programs and in units 
and eight acts, each with a 
different m.c., are to be toured 
throughout tri-state district theatres 
for one-nighters and_= split-week 
Brian McDonaic, who con- 
ducts the weekly hour fo1 Wilken’s, 
and is closely itentified with the 
program, wil. make an appearance 
with each one at its starting point. 
Latter recent:y closed a week’s en- 
gagement as m.c. at WB’s deluxer 
Stanley here, booking coming di- 
rectly as a result of nis radio popu- 
larity, 

Wilken’s going along just for the 
publicity ride, since outfit has stores 
all over this district, with Jacobs the 
actual producer end grabbing off 
most of the profits, if any. He'll also 
do advance exploitation work on 
each unit. 


Little Billy to Open 
Midget Nitery in H’wood, 
Lower Case All the Way 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Half-minute steaks served by half- 
pint waiters in a Liliputian night 
club is a diminutive dream about to 
be realized by Little Billy, until re- 
cently the light heavy in ‘The Terror 
of Tiny Town.’ Billy and the midget 
impresario, Leo Singer, are shopping 
around Hollywood for a little spot 
to build a Tom Thumb eatery and 
nitery with an all-runt cast. 

With the studios going for midget 
pictures in a big way, Hollywood 
has a large population of small peo- 
ple who are drawing man’s size 
salaries. Little Billy’s big idea is 
to run everything in a dwarfish way, 
down to the tiniest detail. 

Cooks as well as waiters will be 
in the fleaweight class and the en- 
tertainers will put on a Little The- 
atre show every night into the wee 
small hours. Even the bull fiddle 
will play alto. 

As a side line, Little Billy intends 
to put on special matinees for chil- 
dren twice a week, at which time 
the hard liquor will be replaced by 
jiggers of soft drink. 

Title of the new joint is still unde- 
cided, with ‘The Vest Pocket,’ ‘The 
Atom’ and ‘The Pinhole’ under con- 
sideration. It is strictly a non- 
colossal production. 


CUGAT’S BAND OPENS 
PHILLY SPOT’S SEASON 


Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 

Arcadia-International, ace Phila- 
delphia nitery, will open its fall sea- 
son next Monday (26) with Xavier 
Cugat’s band in for two weeks. New 
second band has also been taken on 
and tagged International Swingtette. 
Surrounding bill includes Galli-Galli, 
magician, now at the Fox theatre 
here; Grover and LeMay, dance team, 
and Jean Landis, terper. 

Harvey Lockman and his wife, 
Tillie, who ran the Ubangi Club here 
last year, are branching out. While 
Lockman has turned the Ubangi, 
which used Negro talent, into the 
Village Barn, hayseed spot with 
white acts, his wife has taken over 
the old Cocoanut Grove and will 
open it under her own management 
Oct. 1 with colored acts. It has been 
renamed Africana. 














St. Regis’ Ice Show 


Hotel St. Regis, N. Y., falls heir to 
major portion of talent featured last 
few months in the International 
Casino’s Ice Revue on Broadway. 
Displaced by Clifford Fischer's 
‘Plaisirs de Paris,’ the skaters shut- 
tle over to Fifth avenue, where they 
will open the Iridium Room Oct. 6. 

Ice stars Nathan Wally, Dorothy 
Lewis, Sam Jarvis and the Simpson 
sisters will be augmented by Charles 
Baum’s orchestra and Don Marton’s 
rhumba crew. 


| weeks at the 


| play the spot, 








Moss’ Proposed New Agent Law 


Calls for Non-Fixed Fee Instead Of 
Current 5%; Protects Small Acts 





Caperton and Cc'umbus, currently 
hotel roof, 
open Sept. 29 for four 
Mounds Club, Cleve- 


Philadelphia, 


land. 

They are the first dance team to 
which hitherto has 
used only singers. 





ROBITSCHEK’S 


2-A-DAY AT. 
OLD BWAY 


Deal is on for two-a-day vaude- 
ville to return to Broadway next| 
month in the old B. S. Moss’ Broad- | 
way at 53d street via Kurt Robit- 
schek. House has lately been known 
as the Cine Teatro Roma, quondam 
Italian vaudfilmer. Name will be| 
changed to Palladium. 


Robitschek, formerly at the Vic- | 
toria (London), and Alhambra| 
(Paris), will put on the same type 
variety shows for New York. He 
would take over the house around 
Oct. 1 from Prudence Bond Co. to 
start around Oct. 20. He had a deal 
on for the Center theatre, Radio 
City, which fell through. House 
needs only minor going over, being 
fully equipped for stage shows. 


INDPLS. SUBURBAN COPS 
FROLIC; NITERY ROBBED 


Indianapolis, Sept. £9. 

While the police force of Jefferson- 
ville was attending its annual ball at | 
the Log Cabin, nitery two iiles 
north of here, bandits entered an- 
other night spot, the Turf Club, and 
held up 15 persons, getting approxi- 
mately $1,600 in cash, 

Customers were tagged for their 
valuables with remainder of take 
coming from club's safe. 




















Mother Ill, Miss Alexander 
Quits Duchin’s N.Y. Show 


Durelle Alexander, vocalist with 
Eddy Duchin’s crew, had to pull out 
of the Paramount, New York, stage 
show, where the Duchin band is 
filling a personal, and fly to her 
mother’s beside in Texas Friday 
(16) morning. Band will be held a 
third week in the Par pit. 

Her spot was taken by Nan Wynn, 
who formerly fronted the Hudson- 
DeLange orchestra, and is currently 
doing two sustaining shots weekly 
over CBS. Miss Wynn also took over 
the absent singer’s spot on the 
Duchin Pall-Mall commercial Mon- 
day (19) night, her first radio com- 
mercial. 


Ates’ $183 P. A. Rap 


Roscoe Ates, the stammering 











comedian, was nicked yesterday 
(Tuesday) for $183.35 in N. Y. coun- | 
ty clerk’s office in favor of Amal- | 
gamated Publicity Service, Ltd., of | 
London, for services rendered Ates 
in January, 1936. 

The action was filed by N. Y. at- 
torneys on behalf of the British out- 
fit and claims that the comedian en- 
gaged them to publicize, print and 
handle the distribution in England 
of Ates’ book, ‘The People,’ in which 
he depicts the art of stammering. 





FRANCIS FAYE’S DATE 
Frances Faye has been booked | 
through Rockwell-O’Keefe for the 
Strand, Brooklyn, where she head- 
lines the stage show opening Fri- 
day (23). 
She, receutly returned from Eu- 
rope after theatre and nitery en- 
gagements there, 





Caperton-Columbus First | If present legislative plans of New 
‘Dance Act at Cleve. Cafe 


York License Commissioner Paul 


| Moss and local agents and bookers go 


through, 5% fee clause of present 
agency laws will be eliminated for 
a non-fixed fee setup Long fric- 
tion between Moss and the per- 
centers looks to vanish with all 


agents definitely set to take out. li- 
censes as their concessions to the 
authorities. The new law would 


| eliminate old manager front dodge. 


Group representing the William 
Morris office, NBC, CBS, Artists 
Representatives and Agents Assn., 
Entertainment Managers Assn., 
Equity Agents Assn., and indie reps 
have met and discussed plan with 
Moss. They wil. meet again shorily 
to go over Moss’s rough draft of pro- 
posed legislation. 

Moss is trying to create a bill that 
will be acceptable to six kinds of 
agencies around New York. How- 
ever, he may set up a separate bill 
for theatricals, he says, if some are 
dissatisfied. All mention of fees will 
be omitted from new bill with pos- 
sible exception of a limitation on 
fees exacted from low salaried per- 
formers, as a protective measure. 
Agents have been persistent in their 
refusals to take out licenses since it 
automaticaliy limits their fees. Pres- 
ent law stipulates that licensed agents 
may charge only 5%. In suits to cole 
lect their claims, nearly always 
above law’s set figure, agents have 
heretofore bee. tossed out. Also, 
majority being unlicensed, they were 
forced to adopt managerial and per- 
sonal rep front. 


EMA May Offer Revised Bill 


If Moss fails to put through a non- 
fixed fee bill for agents, the EMA 
will again offer its revised Breitbart- 
Quinn bill, proposed in 1937, as a 
separate measure for theatricals. 
EMA measure will also oppose 
Moss’s attempt to include theatricals 
in same bill with industrial and com- 
mercial percenters, as he did last 
year. EMA wants separate bill and 
won’t accept any other. Other 
groups are for separation but are 
willing to go along with Moss on the 
no-fee fixing principle regardless of 
his bill’s other contents.. EMA’s con- 
tention is that with threat of elimina- 
tion of agencies altogether in New 
York State and Labor Department 
taking over their activities, the- 
atricals would not want to be in- 
cluded in the washup. 

EMA is aiso stepping out of New 
York boundaries to line up all club- 
date bureaus as a co-operative or- 
ganization. Lou Walters, EMA head 
in Boston; Florence Bernard, Phila- 
delphia; L. Claire McLaughlin, Pitts- 
burgh; David O’Malley, Chicago, and 
RPette Murphy, San Francisco (re- 
cently organized), are being con- 
tacted by Howard Wheeler, head of 
N. Y.’s EMA. Wheeler wants organ- 
ized front to present to unions and 
standardization of working condi- 
tions throughout the country for 


(Cantinued on page 44) 


FISCHER PREPPING FOR 
THE INT'L’S NEW SHOW 


The International Casino, New 
York, closed Saturday (7) for a face- 
lift prior to the preem of Clifford C. 
Fischer’s new French show policy 
Oct. 5, which will be a $10 occasion. 
Fischer, his wife ard Eddie Lewis, 
personal rep, arrive today; the show 
from the London Casino came in 
yesterday (Tuesday), with Stanley 
Klein piloting the troupe. 

Fischer will transplant his new 
idea from the London Casino to the 
Broadway International Casino—that 
of having a different show for din- 
ner and supper. The early frolic is 
titled ‘Plaisirs de Paris’; the supper 
portion, completely different, is 
‘Montmartre en Minuit.’ It’s a b.o. 
hypo idea that’s proved its worth in 
London, since the customers remain 
over from dinner, and see a com- 
pletely new show (with a nominal 








4 charge added to the dinner check, 


for those staying over). Its advan- 
tage also is to woo return trade for 
those who have already seen either 
portion. 

Larry Clinton’s band will dispense 
the dansapation. Ben Bernie isn’t 
going in after all, chiefly a matter 
of budgetitis, 
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Burlesque 


= 


| 
Reviews | 





GAIETY, N. Y. 





‘ | 

Georgia Sothern, Babe  Davis,| 

Ginger Britton, Helen Troy, Ah Ling | 

Foo, Rags Ragland, Phil Silvers, 
chorus (10). 





transplanted Georgia 
Babe Davis to this 
nearby Eltinge, 


Having 
Sothern and 
house from the 
Herk-Minsky combine has added | 
needed punch to its flesh flashes, 
and in Phil Silvers and Rags Rag- 
land they are also housing mucn 
stronger comedy. Both the punch 
and comedy were very much absent 
when house was last caught. Biz 
improving. 


|'in featured spot puts over 


Elaborate fan number by 
Carney 


interlude. 
Mimi Reed and line next. 
bangs it over along ‘with his strong | 
hoofing and knockabout. Makes hari 
spot to follow but film-making bit) 
by Lamont, Barry and Miss Brooks | 
keeps customers laughing. Miss Jones) 
strong) 
peel. Finale, with line and Miss 
Reed on moving platforms, is sock. 
Burm, 


RIALTO, CHICAGO | 


Chicago, Sept. 17. 
Kenny Brenna, Charles Country, | 
Billy Reed, George Lewis, Joe} 


PHILLY DAILIES HIT 
FOR HIKING CAFE ADS 


Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 
protest on what he 





Blistering 


| takes hold of his stew specialty and) ¢..med ‘indiscriminate rate increases’ 


on nitery advertising was lodged 
with ad managers of Philadelphia 
papers this week by Art Padula, 
prez of the Philly Restaurant Assn. 
Sheets recently differentiated be- 
tween night club and restaurant ad- 
vertising, jumping rates on the for- 
mer, as high as 75° in some cases. 

Principal tilt was on the Inquirer 
where 34c to 36c.-a-line charge was 
upped to 55c. Record pushed its line 
rate from 34c. to 45c. 

Padula, who operates two niteries 
here, the Arcadia-International and 


Miss Davis is easily most artistic | Coyle, Jack Buckley, June St. Clair.) the Anchorage, declared the action 


peeler on the show. Why she isn 
on later is hardly credit to producer 
since girl combines dancing ability 
with her smartly paced disrobins, 
in addition to having a moderate | 
singing voice. Does a mild, educated | 
bump along with her other tricks, | 


which include a quick change to 
transparent veil. ; A 
Miss Sothern, on last, is still 


knocking herself out with her rough, 
enderloin version of peelin’. How- 





One of the finest burlesque the- 
atres in the country is operated here 
y N. S. Barger, with the custom- 
ers being treated to more produc- 
tion, people and actual entertain- 
ment than in many vaude houses. 
Only the strippers is evidence that 
this is a burlesque house but, de- 
spite this, a large percentage of 

| women regularly attend the theatre. 


ever, she manages to hold Gaiety| Since Barger restricts the dialog 
audiences. here, too, 2s has developed a strong 

Lesser nude incidents are fur- | ‘¢mme audience. | ; ; 
nished by Ginger Britton, blonde, | Barger’s theatre is now hed in 
who indulges in swingy dance with) With five others in a mutual bur 
her fast unfastenirg. and Helen|lesque chain in the midwest, each 
Troy, glamour school type, who of-| house producing a road unit for 


fers a smooth, if uninspiring. peel, | 
which is greatly aided by her height 
and looks. Management keeps ‘em | 
all under wraps; a quick peek and | 
no encore. ; 

Production for most part is} 
Gaiety'’s usual, slightly better than | 
most houses. Costuming and props | 
all look clean and new and include | 
some little thought, which is more} 
than can be said for the trite dances | 
of the line. Statue contingent (five) | 
in tableaux and for walkons are | 
even less animate. | 

By way of production, Ah Ling; 
Foo, Chinese coocher, is presented | 
in a three-stage setting. In the | 


‘Dance of the Wine Goddess,’ dressed | 


rotation among the members. 
Fred Clark is handling show pro- 

duction for Barger and has done a 

good job. 


Erenna. Charles Country, Billy 
Reed, George Lewis. Joe Coyle and 
Jack Buckley. Buckley is an out- 
standing semi-straight, handling 
lines and situations for surefire re- 
sults. Brenna and Country are 
standard in this house and seldom 
fail, with former indicating plenty 
of future in other fields. Reed is a 
newcomer to this house and smack- 
eroo, cleaning up with a rhythm- 
drum routine a la Jack Powell. He 
winds up on dishes, smashing them 





He has plenty to work | 


| with on the comedy end with Kenny |“. 
| with the 


| west Burlesque Co-operative circuit, 
| which takes 
| Detroit, Buffalo, Cleveland and Cin- 




















a hybrid wiggle and Polynesian 
cance. ‘Wine Goddess’ is rung in 
through girl osculating a cluster of 
ertificial grapes, which she speedily 
drovs again to continue indefinable 
contortions. Does much of dancing 
with her arms, being rather badly 
eauipped in gam division and most 
ef action coming from above hips. 
Rest, though questionable, produc- 
tion number is last, when all girls 
ere decked in white and silver, with 
‘Serenade to a Star’ the theme. Miss 
Britton appears again as a bubble 
cancer with big balloon but im- 
presses as little more than a minia- 
ture Atlas. 

Silvers has better comedy lines 
than Ragland, though latter shapes 
up well. Bert Grant and Russell 
Trent help in the sketches. 

Chet Atland, one of the better 
looking burley singing males and 
easily one of the better voiced. 
more than holds down his end. Sid 
Ausley, tap dancer, is in iwice for 
relief. Hurl. 


GAYETY, BALTO 


Baltimore, Sept. 17. 
Bob Carney Johnny Barry, Jack 
Lamont, Billy Crooks, Evelyn 
Brooks, Mimi Reed, Carney Twins, 
Doris Weston, Virginia Jones, Line 


(16). 
Opening is 34th consecutive sea 








|ley or variety. 
| On the stripping end there are 
June St. Clair for headlining. 
| Renee, Leona Lewis, Dorothy Wahl. 
| Renee is a redhead with plenty of 
|s.a. while Miss Lewis goes in for 

umps. None lacks avoirdupois. 


RKO VAUDE FOR 


RKO 





2 N. Y. HOUSES: 


| 


| RWO will try vaude in two of its 

New York nabes this fall, the 58th 
St. and 86th St. theatres. Former 
house will play a weekend policy of 
vaudfilm, while the Yorkville spot is 
skedded for small units one day a 
week. 

Both of these houses were im- 
portant links in the RKO chain of 
vaude houses until they went into 
straight pictures several years ago. 

. Day and date for the first show at 
the 86th St. has not yet been set, 
but the 58th St.’s first vaude show 
goes in Saturday (24) for two days. 
House isn’t definite on whether it 
will continue this two-day policy, 











+| Renee, Leona Lewis, Dorothy Wahl.) o¢ the papers was practically ‘an in- 


vitation to get out.’ 





Burley Circuit 
Set in Midwest 


On Co-op Basis 





Chicago, Sept. 20. 
burlesque upturn in years 
underway in this territory 
organization of the Mid- 


Biggest 
is getting 


in Chicago, Toronto, 
cinnati. 

It marks another attempt to es- 
tablish a circuit. whereby burley 
theatres can obtain new shows each 
week instead of relying solely on 
stock companies, which quickly 
have become pretty tiresome for 
patrons. 

Under terms of the deal, each 
house builds a unit, with the latter 
then circulating to each of the other 
five houses. Each house pays the 
expenses of the unit coming into the 
theatre. 

Each unit carries 10 principals. 
They carry no scenery or chorus, 
with the receiving house supplying 
the scenery and keeping a chorus in 
stock. 

While the theatres have these road 
shows for their new faces and ad 
value, several of the houses do not 
rely strictly on the road groups for 
the show, but also have a_ stock 


regular 


cipals for added strength. 
Milt Schuster booking office here 





! 


Moss’ Plan 











(Continued from page 43) 
club-date acts. Out-of-town bureaus 
are currently busy with licensing 
problems akin to N. Y., with a meet 
due to be called shortly. 

Moss’s activity in trying to license 
agents has been extended until Oct. 
115. It had originally been skedded 





son the Gayety, under Hon Nickels, @Mplify or cut later. Three acts ars | to close Sept. 15. Lou Randell, at- 


is currently tied in with Izzy Hirst's 
wheel and making a strong play for 
femme trade. Utilizing a permanent 
lineup of six showgirls, Nickels has 
Gus Flaig vet producer, on hand to 
bolster production. Strippers are 
billed here as ‘beauty flashes,’ while 
comedy permits some spice, though 
it’s carefuly watched for objection- 
able material. Biz opening show a 
sellout. 

Bob Carney has a strong layout. 
With considerable background as a 
comic in other fields of show biz, he 
has a sense of showmanship. Princi- 
pals include Johnny Barry, boob 
comic; Jack Lamont, straight; Billy 
Crooks, singing juve; Evelyn Brooks, 
speaking parts; Mimi Reed, acro 
Cancer; Carney twins, kid hoofers: 
Doris Weston, stripper, and Virginia 
Jones, featured peeler. Nicely trained 
line of 16 rounds out the works. 

Show ovens with line backing up 
vocal of “You'll Be Reminded of Me’ 
by Crooks. Carney then gags in in- 
timate style and brings on Carney 
Twins, announced as his own, for 
a punchy ‘Flat Foot Floogee,’ with 
line in effective support. A pick-up 
bit by. Barry and Lamont follows. 
earning a goodly portion of laughs. 

Parade number next introduces 
Mimi Reed in acro ballet, nicely pro- 
duced and an applause-getter. The 
twins return for well-sold hoofing 
and set spot for Miss Weston, a 
blonde, in a brief peeler. The ‘love 


chair’ blackout follows with Carney) 


milking it for all the laughs pos- 
ae and giving it a bit of a new 
wist. 


A cleverly worked-out contortion 


number by te line scores and pre- 
cedes crav-stooting bit by Barry 
and Crooks familiar but effective 


|a pit band will comprise the shows 
here, with Bill Howard, of RKO, 
jand Billy Jackson, indie, collabing 
on the booking. 

Policy at the 86th St. will be flex- 
ible, playing shows only when a 
defirite booking for the’ predomi- 
| nantly German nabe is available. 
| Here also Howard and Jackson will 
do the booking. 


No Chill 


(Continued from page 1) 








| 








rule of U. S. pictures doing well, be- 
cause of favoritism of stars, was ‘San 
Francisco,’ which ran an extra week. 
Greta Garbo long has been a big 
draw here but Clark Gable and Shir- 
ley Temple now are coming into 
their own as magnets at the box 
office. All American pictures are 
shown with Danish sub-titles. 
Shows are held once nightly start- 
ing at 9 o'clock, excepting on Sun- 
day when one afternoon perform- 
ance and shows at 7 and 9 p.m. are 
held. 
| Now nearing completion 
| National Theatre which thus far has 
‘cost about $250,000. A tax of 21% 
has been placed on all amusements, 
including picture houses, to raise the 
money with which to build this 
structure. Local stage productions, 
concerts and other attractions, many 
of which will come from’ Copen- 
hagen, will be shown in this house. 





is the 





| torney for AARA, formed last 
spring in N. Y. to combat agent law 
violators, will call his group (nitery 
and vaude agents) together in about 
a fortnight for final approval of code 
of ethics and constitution on which 
he has been working all summer. 
Above group: is working with the 
American Federation of Actors and 
is seeking an arrangement with the 
American Federation of Musicians 
whereby acts and musicians will not 
be permitted to work for agents out- 
side the licensing fold. 

AFA is now franchising agents 
who may deal with its acts. Already, 
EMA is in as a body and others are 
coming along. Graduated scale of 
$10 and expenses within 25-mile 
radius of Times Square has k<en set 
for club-date acts. Only areas with 
AFA closed shop agreements similar 
to N. Y., Chicago, San Francisco, etc., 
will be sought by AFA, 

Niteries to some degree are in the 
AFA closed shop agreement, par- 
ticularly around N. Y. and San 
Francisco and to some extent in Chi- 
cago. AFA is banking on this in- 
ducement to percenters to deal only 
with AFA acts in turn for acts 
dealing only with AFA-franchised 
agents. AFA meets agents today 
(Wed.). 





Deal between Carl (Deacon) 
Moore and Meyer Horowitz of 
Greenwich Village Barn, N. Y., is 
for three years opening date in 
mid-October. Cancellable after six 





months at manager’s discretion. 





—~--. 


Nitery Reviews 





BENNY THE BUM’S | 





(PHILLY) 
Philadelphia, Sept. 17. 
Johnny Howard, Dolly Kay, 


Oshins & Lessy, Three Marshalls, 
Castaine & Barry, Johnny Graff 
Orch., Line (12), DeLloyd Kay. | 





Following three weeks’ shuttering 
for alterations. Benny the Bum! 
(nee Fogelman) reopened this week. 
Renovations of the interior, which | 
were much needed, help consider- | 
ably to transform the spot into an} 
intimate, inviting nitery. 

Show, put on by Noel Sherman, | 


equals the atmosphere in quality. | 
Topping is Johnny Howard, m.c., a 
nice looking lad who’s virtually a 


floor show in himself as well as be- 
ing a capable introer. Starts off 
mimicing, going through Jolson, | 
Boake Carter and Lionel Barrymore, 
all fair. Then does swell copy of | 
Louis Armstrong singing ‘Ole Man 
Mose,’ follows as comical! preacher 
leading a Holy Roller meeting, and 
winds up with trick whistling, which 
is good but too loud and_ shrill; 
through the mike. 

Line, the Noel Sherman gals (12), | 
open the show with a pretty good 
ditty written for Benny's. Femmes_ 
are all lookers, and work in pre- 
cision. Best in the finale, ‘Alexan- 
der’s Ragtime Band’ number. Punk- 
aroo in a corny bit tagged ‘Sym- 
phony in Silk,’ in which costuming | 


room dancing, including a howling 
interpretation of the rhumba and a 
tongue-in-cheek shag. Their danc- 
ing is interspersed with a_ few 
jokes that skirt the narrow edge of 
censorship but got plenty of laughs 
and applause from the ringsiders. 
Dorothy Dixon taps to ‘The World 
Is Waiting For the Sunrise’ and 
then makes the rhumba a unanimous 
favorite by trucking to re time. 
iuzza, 


VILLAGE BARN 


(PHILLY) 
Philadelphia, Sept. 15. 

Frank Hall, Diane & Winton, Patti 
Cranford, Emerald Sisters (2), 
Happy Valley Cowboys, Harry 
Wharton house orch, 

Spot, which has just opened here, 
is a copy of the Greenwich Village 
(N. Y.) nitery with the same tag. 
Operating is Harvey Lockman, who 
utilized a jungle atmosphere at the 





|} same locale the past two years and 


called it the Ubangi Club. 


Show is pretty standard, only 


| concession to the rest cf the tall 


corn being a hillbilly crew. M.c.ing 
is Frank Hall, quite a looker and, 
in addition to his introing, he has 
fine pipes. Unusual atmosphere 


| leaves him a little aloft sometimes, 


however, as he isn’t quick on the 
ad lib stuff, frequently necessary. 
Entertainment otherwise consists 








| pipes and knows how to: sell. Does 


is very bad. of Diane and Winton, okay terp 

Hot torchy chirper is Dolly Kay,! duo; Patti Cranford, warbler, and 
only so-so On looks and with slight' Emerald Sisters; knockabout acro 
speech impediment, but has nifty, pair. Dance team is a pair of fair- 


looking southern kids. Shag rou- 


‘Home Town Blues,’ ‘Music, Maestro,’; tine is best, although they’re pretty 


‘Alexander’ and ‘Some of These good in a rhumba and a heavy tap 
Days.’ Would do better to chop a'set. Miss Cranford’s chirping is of 
chorus or two. off each. [the deep-down § style, mediocre. 


Oshins and Lessy are a two-man| Emerald Sisters, who take a terrific 
comedy team, doing patter and songs.| pounding from each other and in 
Timing and presentation are okay rolling off chairs and tables, get off 
and they get over with their adroit a few neat stunts. 
buffoonery, although their reper-| Schnoz-twanging cowboys—and 
toire runs thin. Castaine and one cowgirl—have worked on vari- 
Barry, dancers, are excellent, both | ous radio stations here for the past 
nice-looking American types who go| few years. Bit in which they strip 





company of from five to eight prin- 


is supplying the talent for the units. 





through strong routines, mostly fast. | 
Lull music provided by Three Mar- 
shalls, male pianist and two femme 
chirpers. Entertainment in the cock- 
tail bar by DeLloyd McKay, formerly 
with Lew Leslie's ‘Blackbirds.’ Gal’s | 
nice appearing, dignified, and rattles 
the piano and warbles well. Herb. 


TWO O’CLOCK CLUB 





(BALTIMORE) 





Allan Gale, Princess 
Ruth Wayne, Janet & Kalin, Nan 
Woods, Milton Lyons Orch (8). 





Again under Sam _ Lampe, 
Two O'Clock Club, ushers in town’s 
nitery season, ) 
and topflight dansapation drawing 
good business. An intimate room, 
spot 
moderate tariff. 

Current layout features four 
and a sprightly line of six. 


Baltimore, Sept. 16. 


Dorinne,| at this ace nite spot here currently, 


is informal and has a fairly | 


acts 
With | 


one of their members down to his 


| winter underwear not so funny. 


Herb. 


CHEZ MAURICE 


(MONTREAL) 





Montreal, Sept. 17. 
Hal Hartley Orch, Jeffrey Gill, 
Eddie Rickard, Ted Lester, Tanya 
Lowa, Milray Dancing Girls (8). 





Jeffrey Gill m.c.’s a standout show 


aving the personality and voice to 
get the last ounce of effect from each 
of three excellent acts besides reap- 


the | ing good audience reception for his 


own singing. The gal line of eight 


Strongly-built, shows | 5martly backgrounds each turn. 


New to this city, Eddie Rickard, 
Shadow picturegrapher, has_ also 
enough voice to sing an introduction, 
He then produces his shadowgraphs, 
building up from one-hand pictures 
of animals to double-hand cartoons 


Allan Gale as singing m.c., show is | 8nd comics, swiftly paced and realis- 


presented twice nightly, 
with line in nice routine, followed 
by Princess Dorinne, semi-nude acro. 
Ruth Wayne, with legit pi 
out an operatic medley an 
arrangement of ‘Alexander’s Rag- 
time Band.’ Looks well and sells to 
the hilt. 


o ening | tic. Sets the 


, tempo for one of the 
speediest shows ever put on here. 
Tanya Lowa, held over from a pre- 


es, socks | Vious five-week run, is a_ blonde 
intricate | 


Janet and Kalin, ballroom | the second spot and has to beg-off. 


looker possessing a soft, appealing 
contralto and who chooses her songs 
to match, holds the crowd well in 


duo, hold pace and bring back line | Ted Lester, slight of figure and 


and Dorinne for good flash produc- 
tion number. 
Gale, taking hold for his spot, is 


assisted by Ben Tracey at the piano. | ments, freak 


whimsical of expression, sidles on 
for the third turn, a spell of freak 
instrumentation. He pulls 12 instru- 
and minnies among 


Uses a fast, flip delivery and has a| them, from under his cloak and 


brace of fairly clever special num- | 
bers. 
and I,’ comic travesty on a stripper, 
and a legit, if somewhat corny, ‘I’m | 
Glad to Be One of Life’s Clowns’; 
all nicely received. Style is well 
suited for spot and should build fol- ! 


lowing. Also handles show skill- | 
fully. 
Nan Woods (fills intermission 


with old favorites on the miniature 
piano. Show and dance music 
capably handled by Milton Lyon’s 
eight-piece combo. Burm. 


TULANE ROOM 


(JUNG HOTEL, NEW ORLEANS) 





Does ‘Gable, Durante, Taylor | 





New Orleans, Sept. 16. 

Art Kassel orch, Marion Holmes, | 

Billy Leach, Marco & Marcia, Terry | 
& Walker, Dorothy Dixon, 





The Tulane Room of the Jung) 
Hotel doesn’t shortchange on this! 
show, which reopens the spot after 
it was dark all summer. An over- 
flow crowd turned out at preem to) 
hear Art Kassell’s orchestra in its’ 
first visit to New Orleans. | 

Kassel m.c.’s well while the band 
and rest of show also click. Kas- 
sel band’s ‘St. Louis Blues,’ inter-' 
preted in the tempo of music of | 
various countries, is a high spot. | 

Marion Holmes, warbler with' 
band, has the patrons asking for 
more. Billy Leach gets over with | 
‘I Hang By a Thread,’ one of Kas- 
sel’s compositions. 

For floor show, two dance teams'| 
share top honors. Marco and Mar-| 
cia start with a fast rhumba 4 


wind up with ‘Minuet in Jazz.’ 
Terry and Walker burlesque ball- 


wheedles a tune out of each, all 
smash, customers calling him back 
repeatedly. 

Closing is Gill, who baritones well 
a wide selection of songs. He finales 
the show with the gal line and all 
acts. Hal MHartley’s orchestra is 
rated one of best in city, playing for 
show and dancing. Biz good, 


BOULEVARD TAVERN 


Elmhurst, N, Y., Sept. 13. 
Dave Fox, Thelma Nevins, George 
Krinog, Cameron Crosby, Vince and 
Anita, Jan Frederics Orch. 











Dave Fox, m.c., heads the current 
bill at this spot which, with a seat- 
ing capacity of 850, will enlarge to 
accommodate 2,000 before the open- 
ing of the New York’s World’s Fair 
next April. 

Floor show is a fill-in unit, be- 
tween the spring and fall revues, 
and is only mild. Fox is hampered 
by mediocre material, which in- 
cludes a meller tune on the Pagliacci 


| theme and ‘The Tattooed Lady.’ 


Thelma Nevins delivers torch bal- 
lads well, but is inclined to crowd 
the mike. Her voice is pleasing 
when held down, but tends to be- 
come strident when she lets it out. 

George Krinog’s legerdemain in- 
cludes some neat card palming, the 
inevitable color-changing handker- 
chiefs, and familiar stunt of produc- 
ing numerous-lighted cigarets and 
threading 10 razor-blades in his 
mouth. 

Cameron Crosby in organlogs, Jan 
Fredericks’ orchestra and Vince and 
Anita round out the bill. Gilb, 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (Sept. 26) 
THIS WEEK (Sept. 19) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 














Loew 


Provincial 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (22) 
Pritlhard & Lord 

Fred Craig Jr 
Block & Sully 
Benny Fields 
Honey Tr 
BALTIMORE 
Century (23) 
Roy Smeck 
3 Drews 
Preblo & Branson 
EVANSVILLE 
Majestic (22-24) 
Vaude Parade 





PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (23) 
Kay Kyser Ore 
(17) 
Jan Garber Ore 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (23) 
Chester Hale Gis 


Stan Kavanaugh 
Barr & Estes 
Commodores 
Starnes & Anavan 





Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (22) 

Eddy Duchin Ore 

3 Stooges 

Frank Payne 

Danzi Goodelle 


CHICAGO 
Chicago (23) 
Roger Pryor Ore 
OMAHA 
Orpheum (23) 
Horace Heidt Ore 











Dir.: 


GHEZZIS 
READINGER TWINS 


| REPEATS 


WALTON ROOF 
PHILADELPHIA 


MARK J. LEDDY 

















RKO 








NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (22 
Ray & Naldi 
Jan Peerce 
Sammy & Williams 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Erno Rapee Symph 
ALBANY 
Bleeker Hall 
(25, one day) 
Ma! Hallett Ore 
CHICAGO 
Palace (23) 
Chester Hale Gls 





Chuck & Chuckles 
Rolf Holbein 
Arren & Broderick 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (23) 
Robbins Bros & 
Sinipson Co 
Chester Morris 
Ancrews Sis 
wert Wheeler 


Sis 


(16) 
5 Elgins 
Pansy, the Horse 


Rufe Davis 
Zasu Pitts 
Helene Danizon Co 





Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (23) 
Jan Garber Ore 
Ethel Merman 
(17) 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Harriet Hilliard 
Frank Paris 
Johnny Davis 
3 Sophisticates 
Wayne Morris 
BROOKLYN 
Strand (23) 
Francis Faye 
Slate Bros 
(i7) 
Art Frank 
Andrews Sis 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (23) 
F & P Trado 





Amer Ice Ballet 


(17) 
Galll Galli 
Carol Manners 
Don Cummings 
Harriet Hoctor 
A Rasch Gls 
Earle (23) 
Buddy Rogers Orc 
(17) 


Kay Kyser Ore 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (23) 

Johnny Davis 

Mario & Floria 

Paul La Varre Co 
(17) 

Fen Bernie Ore 

Toy & Wing 








Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (23) 
Abbott & Costello 
Florence & Alvarez 

Radio Aces 
Earl & Frances 
Collegiate Majorets 
Gae Foster Gls 
Paul Ash Ore 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Hippodrome (16) 
Major Bowes Co 
Dave Barry 
Shag Champs 
Pearl Robbins 
Rita Julio 
Louise Boyd 
Tony Russo 
3 Rythmettes 
Lyons & Panky 
DETROIT 
Fox (16) 
Abbott & Costello 
Maysy & Brach 
Scith & Ballew 
16 Dansonettes 
Kaufman Ore 





HARTFORD 

State (16) 
Chick Webb Ore 
Ella Fitzgerald 


INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (23) 
Gene Krupa Orc 
Bob King 
6 Antaleks 
Smith, Rogers & E 
(16) 
Schnickelfritz Ore 
Sylvia Froos 
Al Gordon Co 
Robbins Fam 
Flying Marcos 
KANSAS CITY 
Fox Tower (16) 
Benny Goodman Or 
Lionel Hampton 
Harry James 
Teddy Wiison 
Jess Stacy 
Martha Tilton 
Dave Tough 
Johnny Woods 





London 





Week of September 19 


Dominion 
Joe Jackson 
Tessa Deane 
Billins & Chase 


CAMDEN TOWN 
Gaumont 
Mexanos Serenaders 


CLAPHAM 
Granada 
Bower & Rutherf'rd 
Jones & Thomas 

Denna Sis 


EAST HAM 
Granada 
Bertha Wilmott 
Freddy Dosh 
Sereno & June 


GREENFORD 
Granada 
Bryan Michie 
GREENWICH 
Granada 
Bertha Wilmot 
Freddy Dosh 
Sereno & June 
HARROW 
F Granada 
Savoy Jr Bd 





Terry's Juves 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
Wilfred Greene 6 
RUGBY 
Plaza 
Leslie Jefferies 3 
TOOTING 
Granada 
Rower & Rutherf'rd 
Jones & Thomas 
Denna Sis 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Granada 
Eddie Gray 
DeHaven & Page 
Bart Allison 
Jack Francis 
Winter Sis 
E Squire-Brown Gis 
Baby & Billy Beams 
WILLESDEN 
Granada 
Don Rico Ore 
WOOLWICH 
Granada 
Rhythm & Romance 


ABERDEEN 
Tivoli 
Les Pierrotys 
Jack Stocks 
Manhattan 6 
Mahoney Bros 
Hall & Fields 
Cable & Carr 
EDINBURGH 
oyal 
Murray 
South China Tr 
Vine More & Nev’rd 
Harold Walden 
Daimler & Eadie 
Carvey & Mac 
4 Smart Gls 
Bobby Henshaw 








Week of September 19 


GLASGOW 
Pavilion 
Jack Radcliffe 
Vera McLean 
Harold Dayne 
Sherman Fisher Gls 
Norman & Curnot 
4 Smith Bros 
Pratova & Jules 
Sandler Sis 
Neller & Clare 
LIVERPOOL 
Shakespeare 
Les Allen 
Lester & Cranston 
Nor Kiddie 
Fayre 4 
Len Childs 
Concha & Concha 





| Cabaret Bills 





Arcola Inn 

(Arcola, N. J.) 
Jerry Carr Ore 
Chiquita Venezia 
Ruth Warren 
Kay Blaire 
George Scotti 
Walter Cole 

Bill's Gay 90's 
Charies Touchette 
John Panter 
John Eliot 
Don Cortez 
Jim Phillips 
Mary Roberts 
Harold Willard 
ArthurBehan 
Harry Donnelly 
Joe Howard 
Spike Harrison 
Bernie Grauer 
Boulevard Tavern 
(Elmhurst, L. LL.) 
Jimmie O'Brien 
Mac Arthurs 
Joyce & Darrel 
Ana Pastora 
Dorothy Wenzel 
Cameron Crosby 
Jan Fredrics Ore 

Cafe Afrique 


Snub Mosley Ore 
Alberta Pryme 
Marie Pollard 
Margaret Hall 
Cafe Loyale 
Penn Wayne Ore 
Casa Manana 
Ted Lewis Ore 
Patricia Ellis 
James Barton 
Al Siegel 
Cardini 
Al Trahan 
4 Step Bros 
Robert Wildhack 
Harry Armstrong 
Shelton Brooks 
Ben Yost Co 
Kay Parsons 
Claremont inn 
Ron Perry Ore 


Club 18 
Pat Harrington 
Ann Rush 


Frankie Hyers 
Irene Mauseth 
Willie Grogan 
Leila Gaynes 
Beale St Boys 
G Andrews Ore 
Club Gaucho 
Dimitri & Virgil 
Natalia Kordova 
Trini Plaza 
Don Miguel Ore 
Dizzy Club 
Elder Johnson 
Charlie Linton 
Jackie Thomas 
Kathryn Merz 
El Chico 
Don Alberto Ore 
Asuncion Granados 
Joyit & Maravilla 
Dorita & Valero 
Francisco Ramos 
Famous Door 
Count Basie Ore 
Jerry Kruger 
Ear! Wilson 
James Rushing 
Glen Island Casino 
Will Osborne Ore 
Havana-Madrid 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Juanito Sanabria Ur 
Martinez & Ant'nita 
Sarita Herrera 
Cesar & Dolores 
Hickory House 
Joe Marsala Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
Arthur Herbert Ore 
Gabriel Cocco 
Jules Brand 
Hotel Astor 
N Brandwynne Ore 
Lee Wiley 
Hotel Belmont- 
Plaza 
Ernie Holst Ore 
Geo Scherban Ore 
Echoes Cuba Ore 
Diosa Mansfield 
Belmont Balladeers 
Muriel Byrd 
Hotel Biltmore 
Frank Novak Orc 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Will McCune Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Ore 
Don Alexander 
Hotel Essex House 
Rich’d Himber Ore 
Dell & Hamory 
Hotel Gev. Clinton 
Eddy Masehoff Ore 
Betty Gale 








NEW YORK CITY 


Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Ore 
Hotel Lincoln 
Will Hollander Ore 
Hotel McAlpin 
J Messner Ore 
Gonzales & Menen 
Roberta Allen 
Hotel New Yorker 
Henry Busse Ore 
Baptie & Lamb 
Eric Walt 
Roberts & Farley 
Bobby Duffy 
May Judels 
Hotel Park Centrai 
Jerry Blaine Ore 
Skippy Burton 
Randy Brooks 
Hotel Piccadilly 
Adrian Rollini 3 
Hotel Pierre 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
Jack Marshard Ore 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Emile Petti Ore 
Hildegarde 
Hotel Shelton 
Jimmy Vincent Ore 
Hotel Sherry- 
Netherland 
Tcharkovsky Ore 
Geo Scherben 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Ralph Gonzales Orc 
Basil Fomeen Ore 
Collette & Barry 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Hotel St. Regis 
Joe Rines Ore 
Don Marton Ore 
Ramon & Renita 
Hotel Taft 
Enoch Light Ore 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
Light Brigade 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
Geo Olsen Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Hotel Warwick 
Gerry Morton Ore 
Elinor Sheridan 
Dell O'Dell 
Hotel White 
Frances Comstock 
Clifford Newdahl 
Kit Kat Club 
Al Cooper Ore 
3 Peppers 
Orlando Roberson 
Cook & Brown 
Smiles & Smiles 
La Marquise 
Earl Moss 
Cal Bateman 
Doug Speaks 
Frances Connolly 
Larue 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Joseph Smith Ore 
Le Coq Rouge 
Geo Sterney Ore 
Le Mirage 
Happy Horton Ore 
Maryon Dale 
Jessica Worth 
Katherine Mayfield 
Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Lou Martin Ore 
Vince & Anita 
Lina Basquette 
Haines, Tate & 8 
Addison Bailey 
Iris Adrian 
Meredith 
Tanner & Thomas 
Helen Wainwright 
Wally Wanger 6 
Midnight Sun 
Jack Melvin Ore 
Eileen Wenzel 
Geraldine Rose 
Carol Bruce 
Monte Carlo 
Pierre BReaucaire 
Ann & Burt Royce 
Marite 
Julian Altman 
Gaston 
Rex Meza 
Plantation Club 
Skeets Tolliver Ore 
Philip Mason 
Pauline Bryant 
Queen Mary 
Ann White 
Ray Jones 
Queen's Terrace 
(Woodside, L. 1.) 
Charlie Strong Orc 
Harriett Carr 
Ashley & Ware 











‘ 


| Harry 


John Hubert 
tiarry Rose 


Radie Franks’ Club | 


Frank Bessinger 

Jerry White 

Gus Wicke 

Jimmy Burns 

Fred Bishop 

Wynne Ralph 

Lou Williams 

Ebony 8 

Truth Leonoff 
Rainbow Grill 

Paul Kain Ore 

Mariynn & Michael 
Rainbow Koom 

Al Donahue Ore 

Eddie LeBaron Ore 

Paula Kelly 

Ruth Nigey 

John Hoysradt 

Jack Cole Co 


Russian Kretchma 


Volodia Katov Ore 
Nastia Polia Kova 
Simeon Karavaeff 
Marusia Sava 
Daria Birse 
Michel Michon 
Mischa Osdonoff 
Klavdia Kapelova 
Sergei Ignatenko 

Stork Club 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Jose Lopez Ore 

Swing Club 
Ray Mario Ore 
Freddie Fuiton 
Pete Clifford 


Ruth Osborn 
Toni Gaye 
Celinda 

Joe Van Green 
Jack Huber 
Lucinda Lang 


Tavern-on-Green 
Hughie Barrett Ore 
Tokay Magyar 
Frank. Douglas Ore 
llona de Thury 

Johnny Carter 

Marget 

Marina & Norina 
Versailles 


Cross & Dunn 
M Bergere Ore 
Panchito Orc 
D'Avalos Dancers 
Village Barn 
Mitchell Ayres Ore 
Walter Donahue 
Maryann Mercer 
Theod're & Denesha 
Zeb Carver Co 
Whirling Top 
Geo Morris Orc 
Russell Dracken 
Trent Patterson 
Ramon Ringo 
Stephen Harris 
Wivel 
Charley Bowman Or 
Bob Lee 
Amelia Gilmore 
Deane Dickens 
Marion Carrol 
Connie Joyce 
Al Small 


LOS ANGELES 


Bali 
Charlie Lawrence 
Bruz Fletcher 

Beverly Wilshire 
Howard Jerrard 


Viola Vaughn 

Tai Sings 

Lou Sailee Ore 
Biltmore 


Bob Hall 
Rita & Rubins 
3 Nonchalants 
Billy & J Severin 
Annabelle 
Tommy Trent 
Shep Fields Ore 
Cafe De Paree 
Charlie Ament Ore 
Paul McLean 
Cafe La Maze 
Myrus 
Ben Light Ore 
Clover Club 
Stan Myers Orc 
Cocoanut Grove 
Morton Downey 
Anson Weeks Orc 
Hawaiian 
Paradise Ciub 
Searles & Lena 
Bobby Ramos 
Princess Luana 
Kay Kalaini 
Eddie Bush 3 
Andy Ione Ore 
It Cafe 
Joe Moshay 
Bob Searles 
Bill Roberts Ore 
Jerry's Mandalay 
Lillian Bernard 
Flo Henri 
Geo Junior 
Gladys Bagwell 
Jim Kerr Ore 
La Conga 
Harry Rosenthal 
KE Durando R'ba Bd 
Margaret Roach 
Blue Stone Ore 
Little Club 


Jane Jones 
Tiny Meridith 





Chas Thorpe 
Omar’s Dome 
Ray Bradford Ore 

Geo McDowell 
Dorothy Roberts 
Walter Wade 
Elmer 

Palomar 
Kenny Baker Orc 
Karolis 
Kleo Lamtert 
Betty Van 


Paris inn 


Marguerite & M 
Dominic Columbo 
Thora Matthison 
P Winchell & Terry 
Ken Henryson 
Marino & Valencia 
Betty Mason 
Napoma & Owanee 
Frank Sortina Ore 
P Selznick’s Club 
Peggy Fears 
Pat Rooney Jr 
Max Fidler Ore 
Billy Lankin 
Bill Brady 

Seven Seas 
Candy Candido 


Joe Frisco 
Billi Hoffman 


Somerset House 


Harry Ringland 
3 Hi Hats 
Topsy’s 
Lorraine Gerard 
Maxine Wingo 
Jacquelin Cherry 
Margaret Walden 
Gloria Randall 
Leona Rice 
Gil Dagenais 
Pat O'Shea 
Joy Williams 
Lenore Thome 
Armanda & Lita 
Barrett & Wright 
Trocadero 
Jose’s Cuban Bd 
Fernando Ramos 
Bob Grant Orc 
V Hugo Restaurant 
Skinnay Ennis Ore 
Colleen Calhoun 


CHICAGO 


Bismarck Hotel 

(Walnut Room) 
Jules Duke Ore 
Arlene O'Day 
Betty Grey 
Santoro & Lorraine 
Maxine Marfield 
Grace McCarthy 


Blackhawk 


Bob Crosby Ore 
Marian Mann 
Jim & J Byrnes 
Loma Cooper 
Jack Gaulke Ore 
Maciovia Ruiz 


Blondies 


Ginger Lee 
Dolores Green 
Phil Bernard 
Monetta 

Najah 

Wanda Phillips 
Pamelia Adair 


Blue Goose 


Ralph Hovey 
Frances Roma 
Jane Imes 

Harry Singer Ore 


Bon Air 


Eddie Garr 

Margie Knapp 
Lang Thompson Or 
Dukes & Duchess )r 
Peppino & Camille 
Lillian Carmen 
Rose Ballet 


Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 


Florence Schubert 
Charles Baldwin 
Grace Katrol 
Norma Ballard 
Broadmont 
Lucky Girls 
Philomena 
Phyllis Stanway 
Dor Keith Gls 
tHloney Lee 
Hank Simons 
Alma & Helen 
Herbie Rudotpn Ore 
Caravan 
Eddie Gorman 
Roecke Romano 
Toddy O'Grady 
Don Morgan 
Dot & Jerry 
Edna Leonard 
Carl Scholtz Ore 
Chez Paree 
Lyman Ore 
tichman 
; Oxtord Boys 
Dolly Arden 
6 Jitterbugs 
Rose Blane 
Don Orlando Ore 
Evans Adorables 


Abe 


Club Al 
Hal Barber 
Steen Bright 
Avis Miller 


lrene Fortess 


Nana 
Rhythm Kings 


Club Alabam 


Harriet Norris 
Kay LaSalle 
Honore & Gladys 
Sadie Moore 
4 Ambassadors 
Phyllis Brooks 
Marjorie King 
Effie Burton 
Bernie Adler 
Dave Unells Ore 
Chalk Robinson Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Club Spanish 
Pinky Tracy 
Loretta DeBoer 
Eve Evon 
Nola Cooper 
Kay Marshall 
Ralston Ens 
Joe Valentine 
Joe Nitti Ore 
Colony Club 
Lillian Carmen 
Jose Manzanares Or 
Hugo dePauls Ore 
Colosimos 


B & F Gilbert 
Zang & Todd 
Helen Holmes 
Billie Machell 
Jackson, Reeves & 8 
Olga Dane 
Fritzie Lure 
Banfields 
Bobby Danders 
Bob Hyatt 
Pronaph Gis 
Hollywood 6 
Henri Gendron Ore 
Club Delisa 
Evelyn White 
Eloise Williams 
Bristle & Gay 
John Oscar 
Rhythm Willie 
Bunny 
3 Lucky Bucks 
Sam Theard 
Sam Robinson 
Charles tsom 
Partello Gls 
Red Saunders Ore 


Drake Hotel 
(Gold Coast Room) 
Hal Kemp Ore 
Judy Starr 
Bob Allen 
Saxie Dowell 
Harry Wiliford 
Mickey Bloom 
Jack LeMaire 
Eddie Kusby 

Dutel's 


Ratph Cook Rev 

Rittman Dancers 

Roberta 

Peggy Moore 

Helen Dove 

Mort Lund Ore 
Edgewater Ueach 

otel 

(Marine Room) 








Leighton Noble Orc! 


Edith Caldwell 
Chick Floyd 
Muriel Grey 
Harriet Smith Gls 
Evelyn Pelser 
Famous Door 
Ed Danders Ore 
Terry O'Toole 
Helen DuWayne 
Bernie Pincus 
Bryan Wolfe 


4th Club 


Homer Roberts 
Hazel Talbot 


Jenne 
Isabel Gerhart 
Adelaide Kirkoff 


Shorty Ball Ore 
Franke’s Casino 
Dave Tannen 
Rolando & Dodd 
Dorothy Dawn 
Sally Hyde 
Buddy Kirbie 
Billie Rogers 
Dana Cameron 
Vir Duvall 
Rocke Ellsworth 
Bob Tinsley Orc 
The Gables 


Leon Chess Oro 
Alice Tannen 
Gay Paree 

Wellington 

Mary Williams 

Sam Haas 

Patsy Linn 

Gladys Beauville 

Bernice Bodel 

Bob Riley Ore 
Grand Terrace 


Sonny & Sonny 
Dusty Fletcher 
Howell & Coles 
Sallie Gooding 
Dot Soulters 
Connie Harris 
Leonard Reed G!s 
Earl Hines Ore 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 


Don Pedro Ore 
Elsa Harris 

Ted & Mary Taft 
Harry’s N Y Cab’ret 
Bill Anson 
Mildred Rock 
Natasha 

Sakura 

Muriel Love 
Rankin Gis 
Charles Engel Ore 


Hickory Inn 


4 Top Hats 
The New Yorkers 


Hi Hat 


Joe Lewis 
Terry Lawlor 
Pal-Mar Gis 
Jeanne Walker 
Sid Lang Ore 
Hippodrome 
Flo Whitman Rev 
Jerry Marks Ore 
Sherone 
Nyra Lou 
Dee Adrian 
Muriel Joseph 
Genevieve Val 
Ivanhoe 
Helen Sumners 
Helen Irwin 
4 Hawaiians 
Earl Hoffman Ore 
L’ Aiglon 
Mary W Kilpatrick 
George Bay d 
Ennio Bolognini Or 
Hotel La Salle 
(Blue Front Room) 
Richard Schreiber 
Biltmore Boys 
Dixie Frances 
Liberty Inn 


Tommy O'Neal 
Dolores Green 
Rags Gallagher 
Mickey Dunn 
Marita Ryan 
Sylvia Tucker 
Earl Wiley Oro 
McLaughlins 
Rue Ana 
Mildred Jarrett 
Ginger Wood 
Deone Page 
Sammy Barry 
Stan Carter 
Jules Novit Ore 


Melody Mill 
Jack Russel Ore 


Miami Club 
Beza White 
Ear! Rickard 
Joe Cassidy 
Lynn Barclay 
Dorothy Johnson 


Millstone 


Anne Howard 
Jane Wagner 
Olga Day 

4 Monteforte Sis 
Roy Swift Ore 


Minuet Club 


Margo Gavin 
Jack Hilliard 
Minuet Gls 

Gale Lawrence 
Jack Morton Ore 


Morrison Hotel 
(Boston yster 


ouse) 
Manfred Gotthelf 
Nameless Cafe 


Joan LaMae 
Una Mae 

Ed Leon 
Williams Bros 
Lydia Harris 
Frank RaMondi 
Mae di Fili 


Old Heidelberg 
Old Heidelberg Co 
Herr Louie Ore 
Geo Gunther Orc 


Palmer House 

(Empire Koom) 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Pancho Ore 
LaFranconi 
Novello Bros 








| 


Smith's Martonets 
Don Hooton 
Grace Dittman 
Abbott Dancers 
Ed Allen 

Phil Dolley Ore 


Parody Club 


Freddie Abbott 
Mollie Manor 
Dollie Dolene 

Sara Thebold 
Marie Thomas 
Freddie Janis Ore 


Rose Bow! 


Paulette LaPierre 
Gloria Panico 
Tom Ferris 


Sherman Hotel 
(College Inn) 
Brandt Sis 
Robin Scott 
Uksilla & Vida 
Jenna 
Bud Lewis 
Mary Jane Yeo 
Genevieve Trojan 
Duke & Noble 
Betsy Alling 
Lynn Clare 
Dorothy Erickson 
Madeline Raymond 
Russel & Genevieve 
Snowfiake Baliet 
F Masters Ore 


Dome 
Earl Rickard 
Silver Cloud 


Charles Page 
Sylvia Tucker 
Moderneites 
Florence Ray 
Frank & G Rosche 
Marian Boyd 
Hazel Zalus 


Nord Richardson 
3 Tops 
Johnny McFall Ore 


Silver Trolics 


Ione O'Donnell 
Continental 4 
Ealaine Rabey 
Fay Wallace 
Art Freeman 
606 Club 

Billy Carr 
Renee Villon 
Marg Faber Gls 
Jessie Rosella 
Vilma Joszy 
Ruby Bennett 
Ethel Brown 
B & L Cook 
Collette 
Peaches Strange 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 

Sky Rocket 
Marjorie Whitney 
Dictators 
Mathews & Shaw 
4 Kings 
B Tanks Socialites 


Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Koom) 


Don Julian & M 
Lois Harper 
Louanne Hogan 
Jackie Heller Orc 


Stockade Inn 
Charles Chaney 


Susi-Q 

Irv Dornfield 
Rosalene Gls 
Gloria Starr 
Helen Dove 
Warren & Phillips 
Edith Principie 
Verne Wilson Ore 

Swingland 
Joe Johnson 
Mae Diggs 
Alma Smith 
2 Rhythm Pals 
Fats Patterson 
Ted Smith 
Billy & Charles 
Jimmie Noone Orc 
Thompson’s 16 Club 
Patsy Thomas 
Bernie Green 
Brahmer & Bhmer 
Ellis Logan 
Ann Heihm 
Millie Travis 
Joan Dawn 
Frisco’s Ore 

Three Deuces 
Art Tatum 


Tower Inn 
Frankie Dovie 
Inez Gonen 
Helen LaMarr 
Alice Tanner 
Rhythm Gls 
Kurtis Marionettes 
Jerry Lynn 
George Arnold 
Eleanor Johnson 
Frank Davis Ore 

Trocadero 
Gloria Romano 
Adelle St Clair 
Terry Circle 
Roy Rankin Ore 


Villa Moderne 
Tony Cabot Ore 
Villa Venice 
Cc & C Lambertin 
Holly Sis 
Lazzeronis 
Noll & Nolan 
Felido & Tama 
Ann Lewis 
Linda Marsh 
Michel & Medesca 
Lou Hoffman 
Renee Jay 
Carlos & Carita 
& Quartello Ore 
Yacht Club 
Gareth McGrath Or 
Joe Herbert 
Ruth Denning 
Alfredo & Dolores 
Colleen 
Yacht Club Gls 
Zig Zag 
Sunny Bouche 
Virginia Date 
Sakura 
Larry Lux Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage 
Bill Honey Ore 
Shalita Carlton 
Ed Rickard 
Jo Andrews 
Ray Hunt 
Patti Morgan 


Arcadia tnt"? 
Clem Williams Ore 
Shalita & Carlten 
Ed Rirkard 
Jo Andrews 
Ray Hunt 
Patti Morgan 
Bellevue-Stratford 
Meyer Davis Ore 


Benny the Bum's 


Johnny Howard 
Dolly Kay 





Oshins & Lessy 

3 Marshalls 
Castaine & Barry 
Deloyd McKay 
Johnny Graff Ore 
Sherman Gls (12) 


Clab 15 
Mae Masters 
Dorothy Verray 
Beverly Wayne 
Colony Club 
Helen Martin 
Jacqueline 
Aurora Scott 
Lewis Sis 
Embassy 
Helen Benton 
Bert Clemoux 
Marjorie Drumm'nd 








hierman 


Barbara Johnston 
Anu Kirwin 
Pedra Blanco Ore 
Mary Winters 


Evergreen Casino 


Pat Shevlin 
Enters & Borgia 
Mario Melton 
Duval Sis 

Beth Challis 
Joe Milikopf Ore 


Frankie Palumbo's 


Les Barclay 
Bobbie Tremaine 
Marone & Gallo 
O'Connor Bros 
Whitney & Parker 
Yvonettes (6) 


Hildebrand's 


Crosetti Sis 

Mile Helaine 
Rita 

Richard Bach 
Videll & Manning 
Singing Sam 
Nicki Gallucel 
Bella Belmont 
Bobby Lee Ore 


Hotel Adelphia 
(Roof) 


Allen Fielding Ore 
Larry Thornton 
Renee de Jarnette 
La Conga Gls 
Don Angelina Ore 
Kathryn Buckley 
Herb's 1412 Club 
Dotty Strouser 
Helen Heath 
Lucille Renee 
Pepper Garat 
Billy Lee 
Lillian Klinn 
Bernice Burns 
Gauchos Ore 
Peggy Wagner 
Little Rathskeller 


Jack Griffin Ore 
Jack Gleason 
Mary Burton 
Caspar & Ruth 
Anna Mai Lee 
Johnny & George 


Jack Lynch’s 


Jeno Donath Ore 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Barney Zeeman Orc 
Gloria Grafton 
Capert’n & Col’'mb's 
Selma Marlowe 
Jimmy Blake 
Mildred Reed 

Ross McLean 

Paul Rosini 

Jack Lynch Gis (6) 


Parrish Cafe 


Blanche Saunders 
Ted Miller 


Anna May Fisher 
Blanche Fanger 
Billy & Flo Gress 
PeeWee Gillett 
Jimmy Shore Ore 


Stamp’s Cafe 


Palmer & Forresta 
Mimi Stewart 
Johnny Weish 
Gene Baylos 
Shally & Niff 

Jack Hutenimson 
Irving Braslow Ore 


Silver Lake Ina 
(Clementon) 


Mickey Familant Or 
3 Escorts - 
Sally La Marr 
Lioyd & Willis 
Lillian 
Dutkin'’s Rathskeller 
Watson Sis 
Marie Duval 
Sunny Nash 
Tippy Velez 
Viola Klaiss Ore 
Frank Ponti 
1523 Locust 
Linda Ray 
Renee 
Dolores Merrill 
Peggy Bowen 
Gladys Crane 
Dave Layton 
Bubbles Shelby 
Swing King Ore 
Village Barn 
Frank Hall 
Patti Cranford 
Diane & Winton 
Emerald Sis 
Hap. Valley Cowb's 
Harry Wharton Ore 


Weber's Hof Brae 
(Camden) 
Louis (halkin Ore 

Nino Carmino 

Karl & Gretchen 

International 3 

Bavurians 

Eldoradians 

Ilse Hart 

Joe Romano 

Rudy Bruder 

Ray Miller 

Bob Flinch 

Mackie & Paul 

Bartell 

Gladys Stewart 

Yorktowne Taveras 

Frank Staub Ore 
Yacht Club 

Kitty Helmling Ore 

Jimmy Bailey 

Bobbie Burns 

Ted & E Walker 





Selmo Sis 
Patricia Robinson 


BOSTON 


Brown Derby 
Dick Stutz Ore 

Club Mayfair 
Lewis Bonick Ore 
Sophie Tucker 
Sheila Barrett 
Ted Shapiro 


Congo 
Eddie Deas Ore 
Crawford House 
Ray Phillips Ore 
IVddie Leonard 
Anne Richards 
Hamilburg’s 
Don Humbert Ore 
Ginger Gordon 
Hofbrau 
(Lawrence) 
Jimmie Hodges 
Hetel Statler 
(Terrace m) 
Clyde Lucas Ore 
lKinctty Pine Room 
(Hotel Woodcock) 
Freddy Green Orc 
Merry-Go-Round 
(Copley Pl’za H’tel) 
Jimmy Avalone Ore 


Old Fashioned Cafe 
Neridda 
Ort’s 

Billy Stone 

Sadie Perry 
Penthouse 

(Bradford Uetel) 

Frank Ward Ore 


Royal Palms 
Margie Dorello 


Ritz Carlton Hotel 
Bunny Berigan Ore 
Seville 

Don Rico Orc 
Sheraton Koom 
(Copley PI’za H’tel) 
Walter Miller Ore 
Southland 
Jim Luneeforl Ore 

Princess Orelia 
Pete Co 
Engagi 
Steuben’s 
(Vienna Reom) 
Jack Fisher Ore 
Trocadero 





Al Booris Ore 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Lea & Rita 
Marcon & Wille 
Pat Werner 
Swissonettes 
Otto Thurn Ore 


Avalon 
Pete Zumo Ore 
Jack & P Goldwin 
Sue Stuart 
Vic & D Garrison 
Bob Marchand 


Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Detroit Red 
Willa Mae Lane 
David & Davis 
Poison Gardner 
3 Esquires 

Chateau Club 
Art West 
Leon LeVerdie 
Irene Kessler 
Palmer Gis 
Marty Lewis Or 

Creole Garde 
Bea Moore 
Bob Campbell 
George Bias 
Buddy & Honey 
Thelma & Stowe 
Sherdina Walker Or 
Eight O'Clock Club 
Paul & Paulette 
Young & Lucky 
Bill Miller Ore 

Freddie’s Cafe 
Ingo Borde 
Phil Arnold 
Jean Vicker 
Dorothy Keith Gls 

Golden Glow 
Rosalind Ehrman 
Jimmy King Ore 

Hotel Cleveland 
(Cleveland Room) 
Walt Bergner Orc 


(Little Cafe) 
Gene Erwin Ore 


Hotel Fenway Hall 
Willie Poits Ore 


Hotel Hollenden 
Sammy Watkins Or 
Iris Wayne 
Lee Cole 
Gypsy Markoff 
Romany 3 


Hotel Statler 
Dick Barrie Ore 
Anita Boyer 
Georges & Jalna 


Jack & Eddie's 
Betty Day 
Saxon Greeley 
Chee-Chee's Ore 


Little Club, 
Louis Scina Ore 
tayle Gaylord 
Theodore Miller 


Lyndburst Country 
Club 
Hugh Monaco’s Ore 


Moeonaco’s Cafe 
Jacques Pollack Or 
Edwards & Arden 
Loel & Muriel 
Alice Brent 
Reta Ray 


O'Brien's Shore Club 
Johnny Hayduk Ore 
Michael & Marida 
,Martin Willesch 


Regal Club 
Rita Cazell Co 
Bee Baxter 
Bette Evans 
Ruth Purce 

Southern Tavern 
Paul Burton Ore 
Nick Bontemps 
Don Kaye 





DETROIT 


Ambassador Club 

Billy Van 

Gonzalez & S$ 

De Nira 

Bebe Sherman 

Don Ernesto 

Ambassador Ore 

Book-Cadillac Hote} 
(Book Casino). 

Bobbie Grayson Ore 

Bill Conway 

Jimmie Stevenson 


(Motor Bar) 
Californians 
Lawrence LaPrise 

Chene-Trombley 


Eddie Farley Ore 
Cerrono & Chiquita 
Jack Herbert Co 


Blanche Fezzey 
Adelaide & McM 
Marion Muller 
Manuel 

Frank Belasco 


Hote! Statler 
(Terrace Room) 
Frank Gagen Ore 
Nebioclo Cafe 
Leonard Seel Ore 
Mitzi & Gene 
Northwood tna 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Monty Wysong 
Bobby Cook 
C & F Simpson 
Sigrid Dagnie 





Oasis 
‘8 Guardsmen 


(Continued on page 47) 
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Wednesday, September 21, 1938 








STATE, N. Y. | 


Duke Ellington Orch, Cass Daley, 
Fred Lightner, Don Francisco; ‘Sing 
You Sinners’ (Par). 


—_—__-_—- 


Excellent entertainment from bill | 


to feature film here. Friday eve- | 
ning’s (16) show was a solid draw. 
Just four acts but enough for a 70-| 
minute performance, punctuated by 
several show-stoppers. 

Cass Daley is a fireball in the 
deuce. Wonder is that Hollywood 
has passed her up this long. Girl 
has heavy pipes, does tricks with 
the microphone and sports a contor- 
tionistic style to get over big Sing-| 
ing comedienne araws laughter with 
‘Gypsy in My Soul’ and the medley | 
thereafter. Called back several 
times, Miss Daley gives with ‘I Can't) 
Dance—Got Ants in My Pants.’ 

Duke Ellington supplies a whole} 
show with his crack, colored sup- 
porters. He delivers what will prob- 
ably be the main diversion at the 
Cotton Club, N. Y., nitery, which: 
soon reopens with his aggrecation. | 
Since the management asked none 
of the acts chop, the bandsman gives | 
the whole routine, staying around 45 | 
minutes (performance ran 10 min- 
utes over schedule when caught). | 

Band opens with ‘Rocking in 
Rhythm’ and closes with Ellington's 
increasingly popular ‘I Let a Song 
Go Out of My Heart.’ Ellington 
announces De!tcres Brown as a new | 
discovery, and she warbles ‘You Go| 
to My Head.’ His stellar songstress, | 
Ivy Anderson, opens with ‘Alex-| 
ander’s Ragtime Band’ and wins 
the house with the conversational | 
‘He Talks But He Never Makes | 
Love.” The asides of drummer | 
Sonny Grier do much to plant 





the number firmly and both seem | 
to have a good time with it. Miss) wednesday (14), in a skit, with his) still her best. 


‘Minute later the hoke gets under | Miss 
| way and they’re a minor riot. 


their hoofing, Lathrop Bros. and 
Virginia Lee score in clean-cut fash- 
ion with their struts and straight 
tapping. Jerry Adler harmonicas 


Flash announce it as impossible. 
Brings on a high platform, balances 
himself on a_ basketball, plays a 
mouth organ and at the same time 


APOLLO, N. Y. 





House Line (16), Ethel Waters, 


knocks out ‘Yankee Doodle Went to| Eddie Mallory Orch (16), Teddy| well, though he’s rather stolid and 
Town’ with three billiard balls on Hale, Mayes & Morrison, John, would do well to re to, his for- 
a trap drum connected to the upper! Mason, John LaRue, John Vigal,| mer flashier style. performance 


and appearance he has the basis 
of a surefire variety turn, however. 
From New York come Ginger 
Harmon and the six Lindyhoppers. 
Miss Harmon warbles the current 
jitterbug fave with suitable truckin’ 
and Suzi-Q acrobatics. The colored 
shagsters also come in for a few 
For} minutes. Miss Harmon is out of Phil 
Waters, _backgrounded by |Spialny’s troupe of specialists. 
hubby Eddie Mallory’s orchestra,| “Sullivan introes well but he sat- 
off Harlem is her bailiwick and Harlem | fes best with his ‘Film Firsts’ reel, 


deck of the stand. 
to get him off. 
Lorraine and Rognan next-to- 
close and make their spot an event. 
Among the best of the ballroom 
satirists and a knockout comedy | 
turn all the way. Start with some 
lively talk and then gal comes back 
with Rognan for a classy waltz. 


It takes a speech! Leroy Hill, Flash & Dash; ‘Hunted 


Men’ (Par). 








The Apollo is striking a prosperity 
note this week, and rightly so, due 
to the appearance of Ethel Waters, 
| Harlem’s popularly accepted prima 
|} donna of all colored warbiers. 





Garber’s violin bit finals trails 


into his radio themer, too slow a accedes to her every gesture. with its ‘Hearts and Flowers’ over-| 
curtain for his type of show. It's a particularly lively show,) tones. Gold. 
: : Cohen made that way primarily because of ee 


Miss Waters’ labors and the talented 
youngster, Teddy Hale, who looks) 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 





STATE. HARTFORD ‘eight but whose. is a is double 7 
° that. Young ale, despite his ome 
MSS youth, has been around, and shows Schni ‘kelfvitc Dood Ss ag Wen 
Hartford, Sept. 16. |the experience of trouping. He) ,/} “ae gm te ee ay heed 
Hugh Herbert, Renee LaMar Trio,| struts, sings and just about shares | Bros. & Sister, Flying Marcos (3); 


Charles Carlisle. Evelyn Wilson,| the major laurels with the show's 
Nelson’s Novelettes, Bryant with ooo a ee Se — en 
Raines & Young, Eve Barry, Sam’ siderable skill and sings with equa! | roe , 
Kaplan house ek ‘The Show Goes dexterity, though it’s not so much |. A — but snteriotes por ge 
On’ (G-B). | the skill that gets home to the cus- | ee acts rips In vs yon utes of fas 
|tomers as his engaging, toothy per- | stage fare this week, as house again 

Hugh Herbert is heading a seven-| sonality. He showed three times) sandwiches vaude between band | 
act bill of standard vaudeville. | when caught; ‘Small Fry,’ from Bing | bookings. gh sho eartond open with 

Show opens with a pop medley by! Crosby’s ‘Sing You Sinners’ (Par) | we of the t ree brothers perform- 
house orchestra, followed by several! bringing the smiles, with his Robin-| ing dizzy ecrobatic feats on triple 
acrobatic numbers by the Renee La-! soneque strutting and taps unearth-, cross-bars. Other brother stands by 
Mar Trio. Get healthy applause.| ing belly laughs. | and does a few flips os his contr ibu- 
Charles Carlisle ns.h. as m.c. but Miss Waters is on in several spots,| tion. One, in comedy getup, garners 


‘Four’s a Crowd (WB). 











clicks heavily when he warbles first warbling a none-too-impressive | 4. few laughs. Robbins Bros. and | 
‘There’s a Far Away Look in Your) number in a washtub scene. She | 7 ee her oe as — Then girl | 
Eye,’ and ‘Donkey Serenade.’ En-| shows well in a _ conservative lace | does igh- cick number, Close with | 
cores ‘Now It Can Be Told.’ dinner gown midway in the show, | bes hirlwind somersaults. First two | 
Evelyn Wilson, singing come-| warbling ‘I Let a Song Go Out of, acts take five minutes each. 
dienne, a winner also. Portraying a| My Heart.’ Later, when she goes to Al Gordon’s R .cketeers, trained- | 


4 iF: “Tee: thm’ and, town in ‘A Tisket,’ with the line, et) dog turn, follovs. Gordon gets 
weses neal tee Aasia Nel-/| al., dressed appropriately, some of plenty of laughs when the canines 
son’s Novelettes, a marionet show,| the effectiveness of the number is|ignore his commands. Dogs finally 
rings the vell. lost due to her childish getup. Her) come through, however, to win en- 

Herbert, at standard ‘Frankie and Johnny’ is  thusiastic salvo. 


opening show 


Anderson does well, also, by ‘YOu! wife, devoid of his woo woo clown- | 


Gave Me the Gate and Now 
Swinging.’ 


e Ming, isn’t so clicky but later, when. , 
They don’t want to let’ he goes into the familiar Herbert for show backgrounding. 


Miallory’s orchestra shows’ up 


rather unobstrusively, serving mostly | 


It’s in the 


the girl exit, for she’s just that good. | stock in another skit with his wife,| pit for the opening acts, then moves 


Ellington’s toppers for entertain-| there’s a heavier audience response.| to the stage for a couple of num-| 
click | bers. 
'with adagio and waltz offerings as) instruments, he 
arry | does Eve Barry, dancing violinist. 
Biz fair opening day. 


ment, however, are Stump and 


Stumpy, singing-dancing lads, who | 


are also comedians, and they t 


long because the patrons want 
it that way. Act possesses unusual | 
trick dancer, Jigsaw Jackson, a 


hoofing contortionist. 


numbers that click, 
trumpets playing at the mike. 
Fred Lightner is another standout. 


Bryant, 


‘Bragging in| 
Brass’ is one of the instrumental | 
three muted! 


Raines and Young 


Eck. 





EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 17. 
Kay Kyser Orch (13), 


While Mallory plays several 

only 

opening night (16). 
Mayes and Morrison are a couple 


of girl tappers who appear in a 
couple of spots and, while they're) 
out of time, manage to get off with | 
some hand-patter due to their earn-,| 
estness. 


Then, too, there’s Leroy 
Hill, with Mallory’s orchestra, who 


Ginny | pounds the vibraphone to a fare-| 


Quarrel bit with Rosella McQueen’ Simms, Harry Babbitt, Ish Kabibble,| thee-well to click handily with ‘I 


is okay and the kidding about her Sully Mason, Glee Club, Lou Schra-| Surrender, Dear’ and ‘Honeysuckle, 
His joshing as|der house orch; ‘Freshman Year’ | Rose.’ | 
|W). | 


doll hats is comic. 
she warbles ‘Once in Awhile’ tops it 
off. Don Francisco, crack wire art- 
ist, opens the bill. Ibee. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 17. 
Jan Garber Orch, Lee Bennett, 
Fritz 
tricia Norman, 
raine & Rognan; 
Giants’ (WB). 





Serge Flash, Lor- 
‘Valley of the 





Musieally, Jan Garber’s still on) 


the upgrade. Still a topflight show- 


man, too, but he’s been getting care- the audience. 
lond of $2.50 and four sets of ducats| 


less. Routining here all wrong; 
what’s more, most of his orchestra 
numbers need a flashy punch. 
They’re swell at the start, stand up 
in the middle but fall flat at the 
tape. Correction, however, should 
be easy for a fellow who’s been 
around as long as Garber. 

Could stand a few more instru- 
ments for the deluxe spots. 


very noticeable in the playing—ar-| and 


Heilbron, Rudy Rudisil, Pa-| 











| 
Kay Kyser’s zany crew this week 


A frequent trio at this house, the 
three Johns, La Rue, Vigal and 
Mason, are in their usual small- 


trumpeted | 
iminutes of 


provides one of the best shows to; time sketches that would fail to get, 


which the Earle boards have rocked 
in moons. Minus’ cutside acts, 
which are usually provided for 
name bands here, Kyser presents 70 | 
minutes of solid entertainment. 

Show is based on quizzes. First, 
half is strictly the band’s, while in. 
the latter*portion, the ‘college’ gates | 


are thrown open for a quest into the, 
musical knowledge of six kids from) 
First prize of $5, sec- , 


to the Earle are passed out each. 
show. 

Major credit for keeping things | 
moving at a slam-bang pace goes to, 
Kyser. He combines the attributes 
of a born clown with the dignity of 
a college president, smearing on 
each as needed. Conducting the 


It isn’t | ‘college,’ he’s trigger-quick on quips. 


ad-libbing and handles as 


rangements look after that—but for well as possible the problem of over- | 


a maestro, Garber’s 11 pieces look | anxious 


pretty skimpy on a big stage. Line- 


up has two pianos, three saxes, four | ; ( 
| Sically as well as visually. 
tae dance spots, it is just the right | 


brasses, drums and bass horn. For 


kids in the 
prompting his ‘students.’ 

Thirteen-piece band is strong mu- 
Choice | 
of numbers and arrangements are 


audience 


combo, but a little weak for the swell and there’s plenty of swing 


presentation houses, chiefly on looks. 

Garber keeps injecting his own 
engaging personality into every- 
thing and has a slightly antic ap- 
proach that gives the whole layout 
a lift. Aside from the patter and 


by-play with other turns, he brings | 


his fiddle out for an amusing few 
minutes near the close, doing the 


old violin-talking routine and get-| ket.’ 
ting the bird from the boys on the P: E 
| bitt, who also chirps the titles, 
Only change in personnel is his, 
Patricia Norman | 


stand when he tears into a classic. 


femme _ vocalist, 
(New Acts), vocal dynamite and a 
tonic for the organization. 
wise, 


Heilbron, saxist, and growing in 


stature as a comedy song stylist: | 
lanky baritone with. 


Lee Bennett, 
slick pipes, and bald Rudy Rudisil, 
still clocking laughs with his nut 
stuff at the keyboard and that be- 
wildered toupee. 

Stuff is here. it’s only that Gar- 
ber must fashion it 


some sort and_ instrumentations 
should provide some of the old ta-ta 
for the finishes. 


the extra-curricular acts. First of 


them is Serge Flash, veteran jug-| 
gler and standard for years, mop-!| 
One a bit too) 


ping up as usual. 
long, however, and _ should get 
around to his new finale earlier. 


Other- | 
Garber’s specialists are last} 
scason’s faces—boyish-looking Fritz 


differently. | 
Doesn't get half the returns to which | 
his band’s excellence entitles him. | 
Definitely needs a sock novelty of, 


| opens when six have been called. 

Show has two outside turns, both | 
clickers, with Don Shoup, Garber’s | 
assistant, taking over the baton for | 


| without every tune sounding alike. | 


as was the trouble with some of 
the recent jitter crews at the Earle. 
In addition, the well known scheme 
of having titles sung is showmanly. 

Kyser starts right off at a fast’ 
pace, bouncing onto the stage, just 
managing to give a cordial greeting 
and then swings right into ‘A-Tis- 
Follows with ‘I've Got a) 
Pocketful of Dreams,’ Harry Bab- 


singing. Femme warbler with the 
band is Ginny Simms, who starts. 
off with ‘Music, Maestro,’ showing 
a fair voice. 

In addition to Kyser, plenty of 
comedy provided by couple of the 
bandsmen, Sully Mason, sax tooter, 
and trumpeter Ish Kabibble (Mer- 
wyne Bouge). Mason  foghorns 
‘Mulberry Bush’ and chunks of sev- 
eral others, while Kibibble deadpans 
poetry. . 

Curtain closes on the first half 
and couple of s.a. femmes bring 
Keyser his cap and gown. House. 
ushers, incidertally, are also in the 
collegiate garb. ‘Prof’ pulls stubs of 
tickets, which are handed to kids 
as they enter, from a bowl to select 
thouse for the quiz class. Curtain 


the ‘students’ taking their seats on 
the stage, which has been given a 
schoolroom touch. Moppets are di-| 
vided into two groups, winner is 
each class meeting at the end for 
the fin prize. Interspersed with the 
college quiz are band numbers and | 
novelties, best of which is ‘Don't 


| Drop Slugs in a Slot,’ hill billied in 


It's a neat trick and nobody would| the tune of ‘Old Apple pd by 


be surprised 


at the start should | Ish Kabibble. 


erb. | 


Here, however, 


across elsewhere. 
i Flash 


they’re in the foreground. 


and Dash are youngsters .who top Grier Orch, Connie Boswell Line 
| (16), Julie Gibson, Jean Bernhardt. 


well, though without much verve. 


HIPPODROME, A. C. 


(HAMAID’S PIER) 





Atlantic City, Sept. 20. 


Dave Barry, International Shag 11,000 and as many on Sunday. Show 


Major Bowes’ Collegians with 
Champions, Pearl Robbins, Rita 
Julio, Louise Boyd, Tony Russo. 


Three Rhythmettes, Jack Lyons & 
Panky, Oscar Petters orch; ‘Call of 
the Wild’ (UA). 





The collegiate Bowes show is long 
on variety and talent. The Interna- 


| 
| 


| day (17) with Joe Cook, Nick Lucas, 
| Jimmy Grier and Connie Boswell 
|heading the hour and a half bill. 


|day (25). 


| 


tional Shaggers are the big guns,’ 


however. They are on for only a 
few minutes and go through a siz- 
zling routine to the latest swing 
tunes by Oscar Petters’ orchestra. 

Dave Barry m.c.’s and scores in 
his imitations, getting off to a slow 
start but gathering speed. Tony 
Russo gets tunes from inner tubes, 
pumps, ete., to click. Jack Lyons 
plays instruments gathered from his 
clothing, providing fast interlude. 

Pearl Robbins, Louise Boyd and 
the Three Rhythmettes, with their 
dance routines, are all dance school 
types, without much new to offer. 
Panky is just another harmonica 
player. 


CHICAGO, CHICAGO 


Chicago. Sept. 17. 
Ed Sullivan. Benny Rubin, Lath- 
rop Bros. & Virginia Lee, Jerry Ad- 
ler, Ginger Harmon, Linduhoppers 
(6); ‘Spawn of the North’ (Par). 


After this week Balaban & Katz 
may be finally convinced that swinz 
stuff is not relished by the over- 
whelmingly adult type of patronage 
this house gets. Business is far be- 
low normal and due, evidently, to 
the attempt to sell the ‘Harvest 
Mooners’ and the other acts as a 
swing show. Benny Goodman's dis- 
appointing fortnight here at the box- 
office and the indicated toboggan 








singers best since Lucas likewise 


|him to decline strong encore calls. 


currently emphasize the likes of these | 


customers, 

It doesn’t add up to much of a 
show. Benny Rubin is in for com- 
edy and finds it sufficient for this 
week's booking to just do his moth- 
eaten girdle routine. When Rubin 
was in vaude some years ago he had 
some swell stuff on ‘news flashes,’ 
but now doesn’t bother with it. In 
between he clowns with Ed Sulli- 
van and winds up with a special 


lyric comedy song chat gets over. 
Always class and @istinction in 


| double male quartet, with supporting 


| Herbert. Uncle Ezra, Eleanor Whit- 


| thirds sold out for his next Saturday | 


Sylvia Froos swings out on several 
pop tunes, including ‘What Goes On | 
Here in My Heart,”Pocketful of 
Dreams,’ and then her ‘International 
Parody,’ in which she medleys bits 
of foreign tunes. Finishes with ‘O, 
Ma-ma,’ in which audience joins. 

Schnickelfritz Band closes with 15 
music-making. Each 
number is done in comedy style, 
with six bandmen wearing screwy 
outfits. Play ‘Latin Quarter,’ ‘Colo- 
nel Corn,’ ‘Turkey in the Straw’ and 
‘Solitude,’ done almost straight, and 
finish with ‘Wreck o° 97,’ in which 
a cardboard train is pulled across 
stage for final curtain. Rates plenty 
of laughs and applause. 

Biz good at last show Friday (16). 

Kiley. 


JUBILESTA, K. C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 18. 
Nick Lucas, Jimmy 





Joe Cook, 


The 1938 Jubilesta opened Satur- 


This year’s spell runs nine days with 
five different shows and closes Sun- 


The opening two-day show drew 


is headed towards a gross of $100,000, 
which includes the take from the 
Tiny Town exhibit in the Little thea- 
tre and the Variety Parade in the 
exhibition hall, Advance sale, which 
was run off as a contest with a flock 
of valuable prizes, brought in around 
$40,000. Past experience has shown 
sales at the wicket to equal the ad- 
vance. Remainder is brought in from 
the Variety Parade and Tiny Town, 
with the latter having the edge. 

The Arena shows work on a sched- 
ule of one matinee and two evening 
performances daily. Cook m.c.’s in 
addition to working in his own gad- 
gets, gags and juggling. He’s not too 
well known here and registers more 
with his m.c. gags than with his com- 
edy and Rubegoldbergish stunts. | 

Of the headliners, Miss Boswell 
nets the receptive edge, despite her 
physical handicap, added to an ex- 
tremely short rehearsal. Singer di- 
rects the orchestra from her wheel- 
chair and sets the tempo for her own 
songs in which she registers solidly. 

Opening-day crowds greeted the 


registered strongly although his ap- 
pearance midway in the show forced 


Grier’s orchestra near the middle 
of the show presents a swing num- 
ber, a current pop, a novelty and a_ 
cavable vocalist in Julie Gibson. 

In a hall of this size, where a 
seven-ring circus would be more at 
home than a standard variety bill, 
even though it's greatly enlarged. all 
performers are under the handicap 
of losing intimacy with the audience. 
The Grier crew suffers most on this 
score, although on this scale the in- 
dividual performers have to give up 
hope of getting personality across 
and must depend solely on talent, 
which is sufficient. 

Bill enhanced by a line of 16, a 


acts including jugglers. acrobats, a 
dance duo, a production number 
based on the song. ‘Beautiful Ladv.’ 
and Jean “Bobbie’ Bernhardt, the | 
‘cannonball’ girl as the finale. 

Shows to follow will see Hugh 


ney, Billy House, Burns and Allen 
and Tommy Dorsey with Rudy Val- 





lee to close. House already two- 


(24) and Sunday (25) show. Quin. | 


PALLADIUM 





: London, Sept. 14. 
Teddy Brown, Billy Caryl & Hilda 
Mundy, Rosetta & Vivian Duncan, 
Tom Mix, Two Cossacks, Jack Hol- 
land & June Hart, Nicol & Martin, 
Ben Jade & Jean Rama, Tony Bo- 
relli, Leslie Strange, Diamond Bros. 


English vaudeville is not exactly 
flourishing but it is surviving. And 
that, compared to the sad story in 
the U.S.A., is sufficiently remarkable, 
An American who remembers the 
happy era of vaudeville that was 
climaxed in the old Keith’s Palace, 
Times Square, must inevitably ex- 
perience a whole gamut of nostalgic 
reactions as the bill—any bill—un- 
folds. And this feeling will be in- 
creased when many of the acts on 
view turn out to be conscripts from 
the disbanded American vaudeville 
battalions. 

Not the least of the reactions of 
an American sitting in on an English 
bill is the bawdy nature of the com- 


edy. Cags that in America would 
never get by outside a_ burlesque 


house er a night club on the indigo 
side are prevalent throughout. A 
monologist like George Doonan en- 
Joys a iiberty in Lonaon that makes 
American stage censorship seem 
very rigorous, indeed. 

Even the excellent xylophonist, 
Teddy Brown, who surely has no 
need tor such pieces of business, evi- 


| dently knows what the English audi- 


ence wants and inserts three or four 
touches, gags and excManges with 
his accompanist that woulda be out 
after the opening matinee in America, 
Again Billy Caryl and Hilda Mun- 
dy, in a comedy turn that is con- 
versationally controversial in char- 
acter (irate wife, drunken hubby), 
bring in a sequence wholly incom- 
prehensible on the score of humor 
and taste to Yankee ears. It con- 
cerns the wife’s remark that he is 
so worthless that he might well bury 
himself in the garden under a layer 
of manure—yes, the word is men- 
tioned and reiterated again and 
again. 

London, it is stated, has two audi- 
ences, one for the vaudeville shows, 
another for its more subdued legits. 
On the whole, all subtleties omitted 
from consideration, the vaudeville 
audience is warm, appreciative and 
by now so accustomed to American 
turns that they go over easily on 
merit without much need to square 
a prejudice before getting under full 
steam. At the moment, London is 
rather pro-American, anyhow. 

Rosetta and Vivian Duncan scam- 
per across to a facile victory, The 
Palladium thinks it delicious when 
the sisters toss bouquets of carrots, 
onions and cabbages into the audi- 
ence. And when Rosetta Duncan 
presents a strand of celery to a gent 
in the first row it’s a high point. 
Working with their customary au- 
thority and steady buildup, the Dun- 
cans take charge immediately. 

_On the same bill, holding over for 
his second week, is Tom Mix. He 
opens and closes on a huge white 
nag, the new and handsome Tony. 
Mix personally pops the clays off a 
target with astounding accuracy and 
nonchalance and a pint-sized stooge 
Spins ropes for an interlude. — It’s 
good novelty all the way, presented 
with quiet showmanship, and very 
much liked by the Londoners. 


It’s generally agreed that the Pale 
ladium is a pushover for acrobats. 
On this bill there are several sock- 
eroos, notably the Two Cossacks, 
skaters on a raised and revolving 
platform, whose daring technique 
are last gasps. Jack Holland and 
June Hart, the American touch, 
streak across the full stage in two 
furiously fast routines of ballroom 
adagio. Nicol and Martin recall to 
the observer the almost forgotten 
variety bicycle turn, once standard 
in the states, as still apparently in 
the United Kingdom. Ben Jade and 
Jean Rama opening and Toni Borelli 
and Lady closing are other good 
examples. 

Leslie Strange also brings back 
memories. He is that lost phenomes 


non, the No. 2 act. Strange ime 
;personates the well known. Well 
known to England, that is. G. B. 


Shaw, Lloyd George and Neville 
Chamberlain among them. And 
finally, as he announces, a fanciful, 
menta! picture of a BBC announcer. 
Like most of the comedy dealing 
with radio in England this one is de- 
vastatingly cruel to the dignity of 
BBC. As the latter seemingly never, 
under any circumstances, deigns to 
notice criticism, ridicule or mention, 
the organization serves as a stand- 
ing theme for humor. None of the 
American turns apparently ever al- 
ludes to radio, however. 


Diamond Bros. appeared night 
caught with the middle member 
sporting a full-closed eye, presum- 
ably the result of the terrible phys- 
ical abuse they inflict upon them- 
selves. That routine with the fail- 
ing piece of lumber from the wings 
doesn’t register. And, as a matter of 
fact, it doesn’t seem funny when the 
boys are too aware of its approach, 
as they were this performance. 

Land. 





— 
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VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 








——— 
STRAND, BROOKLYN 





King house orch with Jack 
ne Lindyhoppers (6), James 
Evans, Art Frank, Andrews Sisters 
(3); ‘Boy Meets Girl’ (WB). 


-week, major circuit vaude is 
ene Brooklyn for the first time 
in about three years. But that’s 
where the huzzahs stop. It’s sleepy- 
time production in a lethargic burg, 
the teeoff layout greatly: lacking the 
necessary zoom to wake up the 
church borough. ; 

Several factors are concerned in 
holding this debut stage presenta- 
tion out of the big-time class. First, 
the obvious penny-pinching; (2) the 
paucity of acts, and (3) the scenery- 
chewing of Teddy King, vet vaude 
pit-leader, who’s”’ getting a _per- 
sonality buildup as maestro of the 
12-piece house orchestra set on the 
stage. King was the baton-wielder 
here last season, when the house 
played vaude weekends only, but 
now he’s trying too hard to match 
his personality to the publicity and 
billing. Result is an over-play of 
old-fashioned leader-hotcha. 

While the biz response opening 
day Friday (16) was quite good, the 
Strand will have to unloosen its 
bankroll in order to make the stage 
policy click and stick. As proved 
in the past, Brooklyn is too close 
to New York to give ’em anything 
but topflight stage shows. The na- 
tives hunt for bargains and when 
they can’t find ’em, the burghers 
come over to Broadway’s Para- 
mount, Roxy, State, Strand or Mu- 
sic Hall. Weekend vaude last sea- 
son was successful because of the 
occasional names or  near-names 
played; current show holds the An- 
drews Sisters (3) and Art Frank as 


headliners. Both acts are strong, 
but are not established marquee 
lure. 


On the other hand, if intending to 
pass by the high-salaried names, the 
Strand must give ’em more show. 
Four acts, as are now on_ hand, 
backed by a non-name band, are not 
enough. Another point is King’s 
diction in introing; it’s slightly on 
the 10th avenue side. 

Opening turn this week are the 
Lindyhoppers, evenly mixed sextet 
of Harlem jeep dancers, billed as 
from one of the N. Y. News’ Har- 
vest Moon ballroom contests. Their 
prototypes have been seen so much 
that the edge is now comopletely 
worn off. Result: only a mild re- 
ception from an audience heavily 
laden with jitterbugs. 

That the latter were there was 
clearly evident when the Andrews 
Sisters unlimbered their rhythm 
harmony in the closing slot. Tal- 
ented trio had a rough time getting 
off, when caught, even after five 
tunes, which included ‘TuLi, Tulip 
Time,’ ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band,’ 
‘Joseph, Joseph,’ ‘Bei Mir Bist du 
Schoen’ and a medley. 

Another heavy reception is given 
Art Frank’s a.k. delineation and 
hoofing. Latter really gets ’em, 
though most of his gab dies half- 
way back in the house because of 
a faulty public address system. 
House could use more stage mikes 
and a mellower tone through the 


speakers. The p.a. system, in fact, 
ust about kills the show’s only 
aughs, Frank being the layout’s 


comedy. His encore takeoff. of a 
Strip-tease dancer is excellent. 

James Evans, foot-juggler, makes 
up the balance of the bill. He’s on 
early, following the Lindyhoppers, 
and, per usual, his stunting is sure- 
fire, especially the finale bed trick. 

On its own, King’s crew obviously 
needs time and polish. Would be 
better off sticking to the w.k. pops 
for the time being. King’s ‘Musical 
History’ bit, though, is okay. Only 
vocalist in the band is Jack Russell, 
trombonist. 

Show in entirety runs 50 minutes. 

Scho. 


FOX, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 17. 
Don Cummings. Albertina Rasch 
dancers (14), Galli-Gali, Harriet 
Hoctor, Carol Manners, house orch 
(25) with Adolph Kornspan_con- 
ducting; ‘Valley of the Giants’ 





(WB) 





Fox's show this week is smooth- 
Tunning and not too long. It prob- 
ably won't click with the swing 
members of the younger set, but 
would satisfy the more conservative 
and choosy Fox clientele. 

Don Cummings starts the show off 
Pithout much preliminary chatter, 
Ntroducing the Albertina Rasch 
girls. who do a routine precision 
number that offers nothing new but 
pod hard on the eyes. Girls are 
Suractively costumed and number is 
bn 1 lighted. Next is Galli-Gali, a 

“ye off the beaten track. He's 
_ Speedy, easy lines of chatter to 
We pany his tricks. Works with 
oy stooges from the audience, vull- 
mo Fh variety of baby chicks from 

arious Parts of their persons. 
chattenss then returns with fast 
fo er, some of it bluish. but good 

r plenty of laughs. 
Panies with 
nary jumpin 


, & manouvers with a 
Tope. He's 7 


trimmed his offering 

shrewdly and it doesn’t drag even 
en faulty in taste. 

bitetriet Hoctor next in an ..am- 

iene, dance, ‘The Raven.’ She's as 

nam 4 owty - ~ and doesn’t 
r slo 

which she's clad in the oe 


€ famous bird of the Poe poem 





He accom- | 
some out-of-the-ordi- | 


is not especially notable, though it 
has the advantage of corking light- 
ing. A good part of it is done with- 
out musical accompaniment. 
Number is pretentious, but Miss 
Hoctor seems more at home in her 
more conventional waltz ballet, 
which she does with the Rasch girls 
to wind up the show. This is just 
the type for which she’s best known 
and the audience likes it best. 
Carol Manners supplies the vo- 
cals in the program and does 
capably, her act being sandwiched 
between Miss Hoctor’s two appear- 
ances. She starts off with ‘Now It 
Can Be Told,’ follows with the ‘Fire- 
fly’ waltz, switches into a couples of 
coloratura numbers and then 
‘L'Amour Toujour.’ She has a pow- 
erful voice of excellent range, but 


it seems frequently lacking in 
warmth and sweetness. 
The orchestra’s overture is a 


medley of Gilbert and Sullivan 
numbers, most of them from ‘The 
Mikado’ and ‘Pinafore.’ Waters. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Sept. 18. 
Chester Morris, Joyce Bros. & 
Dean, Senor Wences, Frazee Sisters, 
Ice Carnival; ‘Annabell’ (RKO). 








Ambitious layout, nicely paced and 
strongly routined, socks in spite of 
length (67 mins). With Ice Carnival 
utilizing full stage, rest of acts are 


confined to one, but to no noticeable | 


disadvantage. Chester Morris is 
spotted for bill’s highlight, 
the other acts have much variety 
and flash. 

Joyce Bros. & Dean, two boys and 
girl, open in fast hoof session and 
set good contrast for Senor Wences 
in the deuce. He has a novel, ver- 
satile potpourri of ventriloquism 
and juggling. Punches out a strongly 
built spot with manipulation of 
spinning plates and comedy cross- 
fire, with two voices. 

Frazee Sisters next for pleasing 
arrangements of ‘Says My Heart,’ 
‘There’s Lovelight in the Starlight’ 
and ‘Joseph,’ encoring with smart 
treatment of ‘My Heart is Taking 
Lessons.’ Have legitimate singing 
style and look well, selling in show- 
manly fashion from the start. 

Offstage announcement _ brings 
Morris on to big reception. Does a 
really good act, utilizing fresh ma- 
terial to give his ideas for personal 
appearance stint of film stars and 
finishes with some okay magic via 
the Chinese box. Earns a good por- 
tion of laughs. 

Ali-American Ice Carnival is a 
good flash. Colorful full stage set 
backs up skating line of 12; Douglas 
Duffy, in some trick skating; Dick 
and Irene Meister in waltz and fox 
trot variations; Norman Waite, fancy 
figures; 
Johnson, in speed skating and Bobby 
Hearn, barrel jumper. Well routined, 
and nicely costumed, act is a nov- 
elty and a pleasing change. Floor 
is laid down in sections and cov- 
ered with composition, which simu- 
lates ice satisfactorily. Announce- 
ments of each number via offstage 
mike is possibly okay in arenas but 
tends to slow up matters on stage. 
Tightening would help considerably. 
Biz good. Burm. 


H’wood Legions 


(Continued from page 2) 











onto 40 and 8 cars and taken around 
town, whether they lixed it or not. 
Boys turned on fire hydrants, habitu- 
ally pulled poles off the one-man 
trolley cars, and just had the fun 
that they like to at conventions. 
Chiseling Gamblers 

The sure-thing gamblers and 
cheaters, who infested the town for 
a week before the convention, found 
themselves pretty well frozen out. 
They had planted themselves in va- 
rious hotels and cafes. The coin- 
machine boys had anywheres fre 1 
10-25 on display in any big cafe they 
could land, but the local Legion Pro- 
vost Guard pushed them around, and 
out of business very quickly. There 
were too many short-change gam- 
blers operating and within 24 hours 
after they opened the boys who 
thought they were going to mop up 
were mopped up by the Legion- 
naires. 

The department stores of the town 
are paralyzed for business. Women 
just won't go into the downtown area 
and shop. Legionnaires flood the 
sidewalks night and day, vehicles go- 
ing around and bands serenading 
each other. 

The influx into Hollywood proper 
has been light up until today, but 
with the boys having attended to 
their downtown duties, it is figured 
that Hollywood will start getting the 
heavy play during the latter part of 
the convention. Downtown theatres 
have found it pretty tough going 
with good pictures and trade only 
fair. Paramount had a preview of 


| ‘Touchdown Army’ at the Paramount 


in | 
ack to suggest | 


theatre Monday night, but preview- 
ers asked that it also be shown at 
the studio for them, that they didn’t 
want to buck the downtown crowd, 
so the picture had two previews. 


while ! 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 17. 
Benny Goodman Orch, Martha 
Tilton, Gloria Day, Johnny Woods, 
Lionel Hampton, Dave Tough, Ted- 
dy Wilson; ‘Freshman Year’ (U). 








The Tower has brought in Benny 
Goodman’s crew this week to offset 
the local Jubilesta. Virtual capac- 
ity biz for the house. 


It’s a grand slam for the local jit- 
terbugs, and it appears the entire 
high school population of K.C. will 
see the inside of the Tower this 
week. Most of the payees are young- 
sters.. Audiences are more raucous 
and roistering than any yet seen in 
the house. 

Swing maestro leaves little undone 
and crams a mess of jam into 45 
minutes. Show’s well paced, divert- 
ing to the individual performers, and 


leader himself depends little upon his 
own personality, having a very quiet 
stage presence, but lets his instru- 
ments exude his showmanship. 

For the final jive, Goodman moves 
Teddy Wilson in at the piano and 
Lionel Hampton at the drums for a 
trio session, then brings back Dave 
Tough to the drums with Hampton 
at the vibraphone for a smash quar- 
tet. 

Martha Tilton, the band’s song- 
stress, does three songs about mid- 
way and the spo’ is wel’ taken. Glo- 
| ria Day for the only dancing on the 
bill, Variety is added by Johnny 
| Woods’ impersonations; his snappy 
routine is marred only by some 
needlessly off-color material. The ex- 
tra acts booked by Goodman him- 
self and paid for out of his cut, al- 
| though not a regular part of his 
show. Quin, 


_Embassy Newsreel, N. ¥s 


| History unreels here this week. 
| The Czechoslovakian crisis is head- 
|lined, but the program also has 
some good stuff on pro and college 
football, boating, a train wreck, the 
Sino-Jap war, President Roosevelt, 
the renomination of the ‘purge’ sen- 
ators, besides Douglas Corrigan, 
royalty and aviation. Satisfactory 
program despite little novelty. The 
only offside clips are the outright 
fashion plugs, and a_é suggested 
plant about debs going to a special 
makeup school. 

Movietone has President Benes, 
of Czechoslovakia, and Metro, the 
Czech Charge d’Afiaires, in Wash- 
ington, giving the Czech views. In 
offering Dr. James T. Adams, on 
the subject, Paramount is guilty of 
vague reporting. There’s also a pa- 
rade of the various principals in the 








Dot Franey and Frances | 


crisis, including Neville Chamberlain 
and Lord Runciman, both of whom 
have been London envoys to medi- 
ate the crisis. 

Par has some shots on Hankow, 
showing pain and misery of the 
wounded. Par also has a good clip 
on FDR in Rochester, Minn., for his 
son's operation. 

Universal offers the three Demo- 
cratic candidates for the U. S. sena- 
torial nomination in Georgia, Law- 
rence Camp, Eugene Talmadge and 
the winner, the present Senator 
Walter George. In Maryland, Par 
presents U. S. Senator Tydings and 
his wife. Tydings was the winner 
in that state. 

Movietone parades royalty, while 
Par slips in King Zog, of Albania. 
Movietone has King Farouk, of 
Egypt, unveiling a monument; 
Queen Elizabeth, of England, and 
her two princesses in Scotland; also, 
Dowager Queen Mary, of England, 
all interesting personalities. 

RKO has some of the sports stuff 
besides the San Francisco clerks’ 
strike. Also, the introduction of 
jai alai in New York. Shan. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Sept. 17. 
Ben Bernie Orch, Col. Manny 
Prager, Toy & Wing, Bobby Gibson, 
Shirley Llouvd, Harris & Shore,’ ‘Val- 
ley of the Giants’ (WB). 








Three additional acts rounded up 
by house productionist Harry Anger 
fit perfectly into Ben Bernie tempo 
and total adds up to snappy little 
revue. Show is easily dominated by 
Bernie and his style of presentation 
builds it. 

Band opens with ‘Lonesome Old 
Town’ and then into ‘Flat Foot 
Floogee’ to set smart pace. Col. 
| Manny Prager hvpos it further with 
‘A-Tisket.’ Bernie brings on Bob- 
by Gibson, crooner, to wow ’em 
with ‘Mother Nature’s Lullaby,’ 
“Where in the World’ and encore 
of ‘Music, Maestro.’ Toy and Wing, 
clever Chinese dancers, take over 
for American-stvle tap. ballroom and 
sock acrobatic tap finish. 

Shirley Lloyd. whose looks make 
up for a lack of vocal polish, makes 
‘em eat up ‘Born to Swing,’ ‘Small 
Fry’ and ‘Stoo Reatin’ Around the 
nah’ with spot on drummer, who 
goes nuts to get over big. 

Bernie scores with ‘Toy Trumpet’ 
lvrics and Harris and Shore pick up 
the fast tempo with goofy ballroom 
dance that clicks big. Band hits the 
roof with Irving Berlin medley, fea- 





| turing ‘Alexander,’ and goes into ‘Au | 


| Revoir’ theme 


big ovation. Biz good. Craig. 


then mounts to the climax jam. The} 


Tibbett to Start Series 7 
In Ann Arbor, Oct. 27 


Ann Arbor, Mich., Sept. 20. 

Sixtieth annual Choral Union con- 
cert series this year will present 10 
artists and musical organizations, 
with Lawrence Tibbett opening 
series Oct. 27. 

Cleveland Symph comes in Nov. 7 
under baton of Arthur Rodzinski, 
followed on Nov 22 by Jose Iturbi. 
Others include Kirsten Flagstad, 
Nov. 30; Boston Symph, under Serge 
Koussevitzky, Dec. 7; Josef Hof- 
mann, Jan, 10; Budapest University 
Chorus, under Viktor Vaszy, Jan. 25; 
Yehudi Menuhin, Feb. 15; Gregor 
Piatigorsky, violin-cellist, Feb. 27, 
and Roth String Quartet of Buda- 
pest, March 9. 


Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 45) 


Ralph Fisher 

Chet Campbell 
Jean Sargent 

Danny White 

Duanos 








Ames & Vivian 
Leola Taylor 
Hal Vaughn Orc 


Plantation Club 


Cecil Lee Ore 
Dot Solters 
Snooks Howard 
Brown Belles (10) 
Lithia Hill 
June Harris 
Dewey Brown 
Tandelayo & Lopez 
Powatan 
Paul Neighbor Ore 
Dr Arthur Marcus 
Yvonne Monoff 
Bennett Dancers 
Adorables & 


To-Jo Farms 
Phil Burnone Ore 
Carroll & Gorman 


Webster Hall 

(Cocktail Grill) 
Art Mooney Ore 
Tommy Martin 
Jean Shailor 
Rosemary Deering 
Henry Van Steeden 
Roger Hoffman 


Wonder Bar 
Saks Dorothy Berlin 
Les Arquette Ore Al Vierra Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Mirador 
LeRoy Bradley Ore 
Judy Lynn 

New Penn 
Barney Rapp Ore 
Ruby Wright 
Bill Smith 

Nixon Cafe 
Fran Eichler Orc 
Bob Carter 
White & Manning 
B & B Leslie 
Angelo Di Palma 
Claire Ray Gls 

Nut House 
Joe Klein 


Anchorage 
Hughie Morton Ore 
Balconades 
Tommy Carlyn Ore 
Bachelors 

Al Turner Ore 

Bill Green’s 
Johnny Long Ore 
Lila Deane 

Cariton Club 
Ellsworth Brown Or 
Freda Lazier 
Patsy Faye 

Club Petite 
Ted Blake Ore 


Tommy Tarshis Boory-Woogy 
Louise Dilda Al Mercur 
Joy Andrews Harry Nosokoff 
Townsman 3 Crazy 4 

Cork & Bottle Plaza 


Jimmy Peyton Ore 
Billy Cover 
Billy & B Johnson 
Betty Benz 
Lenore Rica 


Jack Davis 
Evergreen Gardens 
Shorty Banks Orc 





Mulberry Bush.’ Band goes into ‘Di-| 


Jerry Manning 





Hotel Roosevelt Riviera 
Andrini Bros Baron Elliott Ore 
Hotel William Penn Show Boat 

srill) Al Marsico Ore 


Danny Rogers 


Johnny Duff 
. wd 4 Sammy Morris 


(Continental Bar) 


& Benson 
Billy Catizone 3 pois Rice 
Italian Gardens . | Bee Gardner Gls 
Etzi Covato Ore Willows 





Dick Gardner Ord 
Peggy Lawson 


Lincoln Terrace 
Jack Gamble Ore 


UNIT REVIEW 
KARSTON’S FOLLIES 


ROXY, SALT LAKE 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 20. 
Joe Karston, Mario & Marina, 
Hays & Dey, Claire Davis, Audrey 
Garrity, Bill Floor house orch (5); 
‘No Man of Her Own’ (Par). 











There’s enough production and en- 
tertainment in this unit, fancily 
billed as ‘Karston’s Follies Unusual’ 
to frame two shows. Turnstile tug 
being chiefly exerted by Joe Karston’s 
basketful of illusions. A cinch b.o. 
with Manager Andy Floor reporting 
heaviest daily grosses in five months. 
Unit began Saturday (17). 

Running close to an hour, ‘Follies’ 
magnet is six principal and numer- 
ous supplementary prestidigitations 
by Karston. Flanked by Mario and 
Marina, mixed dance combo, Hays 
and Dey, man-femme comedians, line 
of seven, attractively costumed cho- 
rines and presentable props, unit is 
o.k. novelty that figures to satisfy. 

Bill Floor’s house band (5) is aug- 
mented by unit’s five-piece outfit. 
Orchestra’s in the pit for the opener, 
floy-floying ‘Chinatown,’ with Kar- 
ston warming up on his first vanish- 
ing trick. Forsaking a mike, Kar- 
ston intros all acts effectively. Cho- 
rines, in costumes which do not re- 
flect economy, carry the burden be- 
tween tricks. 

Mario and Marina display edu- 
cated legology in two ballroom tan- 
gos, with exotic femme flashing a 
smile socko with s.a. After a call 
they do a jive version while band 
plays ‘Alexander.’ Karston next with 
a click baffler, mystifying the audi- 
ence as he places a gal in a cabinet, 
fires a prop revolver, and presto, 
she’s minus her body. Briskly-paced 
| routines by chorines sandwiched in, 


bows for inspired soft-shoe work. 
Audrey Garrity, from the line, al- 
|lowed a two-minute solo before 
| being joined by six other gals in a 
standard tap stabbing stint. Hays 





| get by on tepid chatter, but it re- 





‘and South America. . 





| 
| 


paving the way for Claire Davis, spe- | 
cialty dancer, winning a couple of, out of air, blend as preliminaries 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


VARIETY 47 
— 
New Acis 
HILDEGARDE 
Songs 
12 Mins. 


Hotel Savoy-Plaza, New York 
Hildegarde is now definitely a cafe 
mame. And of these there aren’t 
many, If not a name in present b.o. 
socko, she’ll be in short order. Song- 
stress of American nativity and 
slightly Continental account is doing 


the same brand of s.r.o. in the snooty 
Savoy-Plaza’s Cafe Lounge, as has 
Dwight Fiske. And that’s saying 
plenty, because the naughty song- 
ster is the S-P’s No. 1 draw and due 
back for the winter season. 

Hildegarde commutes between 
America, London and the Continen- 
tal spas, Paris, etc., working in the 
smarter rooms. In the past coupla 
years she’s traveled almost as far in 
her professional deportment as must 
have been her mileage between Lon- 
don and New York. 

Very much on the s.a. side now, in 
a smart Schiaparelli and sporting an 
arresting chassis, cianteuse alsc 
knows her change of pace. For one 
thing, she wisely gives the couvert 
charges a good hinge at herself by 
strutting in front of the Steinway 
for her teeoff number. Thence to the 
ivories for her usual self-accomp, but 
alternating before and behind the 
pianoforte as occasion warrants. 

She does a takeoff of Fritzi Mas- 
sary, does excerpts from Noel Cow- 
ard’s ‘Operette,’ mixes in ‘Mitzi,’ 
‘Elizabeth,’ ‘Music, Maestro,’ ‘Gypsy 
in My Soul,’ more Viennese chan- 
sons, and withal has ’em hungry. 
Judging by the.requests, the cash 
trade is repeating and knows her 
repertoire. Abel. 


ASUNCION GRANADOS 
Dancer 
Cine Teatro Alameda, Mexico City 


This smooth, natural and effortless 
performer of Spanish folk dances, a 
looker, an auburn-haired, grey-eyed 
native of Madrid, scored an out- 
standing smash as star of the stage 
show with the discriminating audi- 
ences at the class Cine Teatro Ala- 
meda here. This house is popular 


with wealthy Mexicans, American 
and other foreign residents. 

Asuncion Granados has all the 
natural skill and grace of the late 
La Argentina (Antonia Merce), and 
even excels her in pantomime, neat 
facial expressions and telling hand 
and skirt manipulations. She is a 
born dancer and an excellent come- 
dienne, making the utmost of sharp- 
ly selected detail, yet with a nice 
restraint. La Granados has an in- 
nate gift for effective costumes; she 
enhances her art by a full under- 
standing of the coquetry of the 
snowy-white, be-laced petticoat and 
other snowy nether mysteries, and 
she can make the castenets sing. 
Madrilenian is particularly good at 
executing the La Jota, fiery, difficult 
dance of the whirling skirt, prodigal 
ve of snowy petticoat and high 
kicks. 

Miss Granados carries no scenery. 
A house orchestra is used, her hus- 
band directing. She opens with a 
fine guitar solo, as captivating a 
guitarist as she is a dancer, but the 
musical number is so restricted as 
not to detract from her big forte— 
dancing. 

Dancer is widely known in Spain 
This is her 
debut in Mexico where she will re- 
main until the late fall. Grahame. 





The Norman gal has come a long 
way in the last few years. First 
showed here in 1934 with Paul 
Pendarvis at William Penn hotel and 
then just a cute trick and a fair-to- 
middling singer of songs. Year and 
a half ago, she came back with Eddy 
Duchin a definite improvement, but 
still missing something. Now fea- 
tured with Jan Garber outfit, the lit- 
tle lady’s a professionally mature 
—_ and a half-pint of vocal dyna- 
mite. F 

Miss Norman has looks and voice, 
with an s.a. quality in her pipes, but 
above all salesmanship. Puts over a 
tune, chiefly one of hot variety, like 
few others in the business and gives 
em plenty of allure in addition. 
Started off here with hillbilly med- 
ley in swingtime, followed with ‘You 
Made Me Love You’ and then split 
the aisles wide open with her slick 
Ole Man Mose.’ For an encore 
‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ and a 
pushover. They couldn't get enough 
of her here. Cohen. 





mains for the femme to sell the act 
with a couple of swing songs. Man 
accompanies her on a capsule har- 
monica. 

_ Slick card manipulations, produec- 
ing of rabbits, silk hankies, et al., 


for Karston’s final professional il- 
lusion, toy soldier beheading. Cho- 
rines in regulation dress spotted 
briefly for stiff-jointed terping. 
Unit owned jointly by Karston, 


as curtains close to! and Dey, spotted prior to the finale,| Dick Allen and Jack Markan. latter 


being the booker. Guss. 
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Miller Pact Gives Dramatists Guild 
~ Accord with All Ranking Producers 





_—- 


With Gilbert Miller’s signing of the 
minimum basic agreement last week, 
the Dramatists Guild now has con- 
tracts with every ranking Broadway 
manager. Miller, who had previously 
declined to sign the agreement, did 
so Thursday (15) after a conference 


with Robert E. Sherwood, Arthur 
Richman and George Middleton, rep- 
resenting the Guiid. 

On his return from London the 
beginning of last week, Miller was 
greeted by a public statement from 
the Guild, attacking him on various 
counts for bad faith. After Miller 
had signed the contract, the Guild 
issued an announcement stating that 
‘the difference between them had 
arisen through mutual misunder- 
standing and that no question of bad 
faith was involved.’ 

According to the announcement, 
‘Sherwood renewed his assurance’ 
that Miller’s objections to the agree- 
ment ‘would be given careful con- 
sideration.’ It has not been revealed 
what Miller’s objections are, but it is 
figured they probably concern con- 
ditions governing the acquisition and 
adaptation of foreign plays rather 
than with Broadway royalties or the 
percentage of film sales. 

It had been intimated by the Guild 
that if Miller should ask to sign the 
agreement he would be forced to 
make his contract with Priestley for 
the Broadway presentation of the 
latter’s ‘I Have Been Here Before’ 
comply with the terms of the basic 
agreement, but no such point was 
raised It was stated, moreover, that 
the terms obtained by Priestley for 
the presentation of ‘Here’ and for its 
possible film sale are niore favorable 
to him than the basic agreement 
specifies. Also stated that only Shaw 
and Eugene O’Neill get higher royal- 
ties and film purchase shares than 
Priestley obtained. 


FTP PREPS ATLANTA 
FOR ROAD SHOWS 


Atlanta, Sept. 20. 

Federal Theatre Project here has 
taken over lease on Erlanger the. 
atre and is preparing to not only 
stage its own productions, but will 
book and sponsor any road shows 
this way. 

FTP has been trying to abandon 
Atlanta theatre, its present home, 
for some time and opporiunity to 
get hold of Erlanger presented it- 
self when theatre was tossed into 
hands of receiver, with whom lease 
Was arranged. 


Shuberts Lease New’k 


Theatre; ‘Blossom’ First 


Newark, N. J., Sept. 20. 

The Shuberts have leased the 
Mosque for musicals, the first being 
‘Blossom Time,’ with Everett Mar- 
shall, week of Oct. 3. Each >roduc- 
tion will run seven days, opening 
Monday. Sunday night is an inno- 
vation here for legit. House leased 
by Shuberts for eight weeks, the 
only interruptions being four concert 
dates the Griffith Music Foundation 
made prior to the lease being signed. 

Frank L. Smith, formerly manager 
of the Shubert here and the E‘hel 
Barrymore theatre, N. Y., will man- 
age the Mosque. The 3,400-seater 
will effect 40c-$1.50 scale. 


Current Read Shows 


(Week of Sept. 19) 

















‘Golden Boy’ (Luther Adler- 
Frances Farmer), Harris, Chicago. 

‘I Am Different’ (Tallulah Bank- 
head), Curran, San Francisco. 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ National, 
Washington, D. C. 

‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ (Walter 
Huston}, Bushnell Auditorium, Hart- 
ford (24). 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Empress, Van- 
couver (19-20); Audit@rium, Denver 
(22-24). 

‘Room Service,’ Werba, Brooklyn. 

‘Sing Out the. News,’ Forrest. 
Philadelphia. 

‘Susan and Ged’ (Gertrude Law 
rence), Biltmore, Los Angeles. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Garden Pier, At- 
lantic City. 

*‘Whiteoaks’ (Ethel 
Plymouth, Boston. 

‘White Cargo,’ Brighton, Brooklyn. 

‘Women,’ His Majesty’s, Montreal. 


Barrymore), 


Hugh O'Connell, 
Run.’ 


Engagements 





‘Run, Sheep, 
un. 

Anthony Ross, ‘The Devil Takes a 
Bride.’ 

Howard daSilva, ‘Abe Lincoln in 
Illinois.’ 

George Sidney, Gerta Rozan, ‘Win- 
dow Shopping.’ 

Arthur Byron, Isobel Elson, ‘Amer- 
ican Landscape.’ 


Jules Epailly, Joseph Macaulay, 
Helen Zelinskays, Norma _ Terris, 
‘Great Lady.’ : 

Martin Gabel, Edgar Barrier, 


Vladmir Sokoloff, ‘Danton’s Death.’ 
Ernst Deutsch, Wilfried Lawson, 
Eric Portman, Eileen Beldon, Lydia 
Sherwood, Harry Rousby, ‘I Have 
Been Here Before.’ 
Florence Fair, Ronald Graham, 
Betty Bruce, John Clark, Robert 
Lawrence, George Church, “The Boys 
from Syracuse.’ : 
Harry Antrim, Nat Burns, Eliza- 
beth Wilde, Otis Sheridan, Thomas 
Patrick Dillon, Julia Johnston, Doug- 
las McMullen, William Crimins, 
Florence Vroom, Willis Claire, Alice 
Fleming, David Evans, Rose Flynn, 
Earl Brisgal, ‘Thirty Days Hath 
September.’ : 
Staats Cotsworth, Le Roi Operti, 
Earle Mitchell, Marian Evensen, 
‘Madame Capet.’ 


LATE SEASON 
START IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 20. 

Legit season here gets latest start- 
ing gun in years, Nixon opening 
Oct. 3 with return of ‘You Can’t 
Take It With You,’ which played 
here twice last winter. First time 
house has ever been launched with 
an oldie. Not only that, but ‘Blos- 
som Time,’ another veteran, starring 
Everett Marshall this time, will fol- 
low Oct. 10. 








Bookings for 1938-39, in _ fact, 
dotted with shows which have been 
here __ before. Three of them, 
‘Shadow and Substance,’ ‘The 


Women’ and ‘Tobacco Road,’ already 
announced and others will probably 
follow. 


First new play; Katharine Cornell, 
in ‘Herod and Miriamne,’ comes in 
Oct. 25 for American premiere, get- 
away having been switched from 
Buffalo, star’s home town, to Pitts- 
burgh, with ‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ 
‘Whiteoaks’ and split week of Lunts’ 
‘Sea Gull’ and ‘Amphitryon 38’ fol- 
lowing on successive Mondays. Lat- 
ter will launch American Theatre 
Society subscription series, which 
will also include one new Theatre 
Guilder as yet unannounced, ‘Our 
Town, ‘Golden Boy,’ ‘Of Mice and 
Men’ and ‘Five Kings.’ Date for only 
one of these definitely set, ‘Boy’ play- 
ing Dec. 5. 


Others tentatively booked include 
Ed Wynn’s ‘Hooray for What!’, de- 
pending on star’s decision about 
road; ‘Pins and Needles,’ ‘I Married 
an Angel,’ ‘Bachelor Born,’ ‘On Bor- 
rowed Time,’ ‘Susan and God’ and 
‘What a Life.” Nixon again will be 
managed by Harry Brown with Ar- 
thur Low, treasurer, and Dave 
Shanahan, assistant. 





Future Plays 


‘Run, Sheep, Run,’ comedy by Ray- 
mond Knight, will afford Hugh 
O’Connell his first Broadway role 
since the Ziegfeld Follies in 1936. 
Play will preem late in Octo- 
ber under auspices of the new firm 
of Donald Blackwell and Raymond 
Curtis. 

‘One More Genius,’ satire by Jerry 
Horwin and Katharine Turney, is a 
Broadway possibility if plans of Ted 
Hammerstein, its option-Lholder, ma- 
terialize. Youngest of the Hammer- 
sieins is lining up several princi- 
pals. 





‘American Landscape,’ new Elmer 
Rice play, is to be the third produc- 
tion On the schedule of the Play- 
wrights’ Producing Co. Opus is set 
to open in Hartford, Sept. 24, thence 
to a two-week stand in Boston. 

‘Snow Train, comedy by Edward 
Childs Carpenter, tried out at Ogun- 
quit, Me., strawhat, last month, has 
been acquired by Walter Hartwig, 
who will produce it in mid-Novem- 








ber on Broadway. 





Too Realistic 





Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 

William Thomas unfortunate- 
ly was forced to play his part 
all too realistically in a play 
at the Swarthmore Golf Club 
last week. Cast in the role of 
a criminal in ‘Night Must Fall,’ 
a pair of handcuffs was slipped 
on him in the first act by Wil- 
liam Bell, subbing for the reg- 
ular ‘police inspector’ in the 
show. Bell remembered his 
lines all right, but forgot what 
he did with the key to the cuffs. 
So Thomas had to go through 
all three acts in bracelets. 

He was taken to Chester jail 
after the performance where 
the detective captain, from 
whom the cuffs were borrowed, 
unlocked them, 











GRISMAN BOOKS 
6 BWAY SHOWS 





Six shows have been booked into 
the four Broadway theatres operated 
by Sam H. Grisman, two being 
slated for limited periods, with their 
successors definitely scheduled to 
follow. First of his houses to light 
up is the Hudson, which premieres 
with ‘830 Days Hath September,’ with 
the Windsor starting its season with 
‘The Good,’ Oct. 3. Former only is 
in for three weeks, ‘Waltz in Goose 
Step’ to follow. 

The Belasco will have ‘The Rocket 
to the Moon,’ Clifford Odets’ play, 
which the Group Theatre will pre- 
sent. ‘Rocket’ will go into rehearsals 
on the road, most of the players par- 
ticipating now being in ‘Golden Boy’ 
(Chicago). House will first offer 
‘Dance Night’ Oct. 10, tried out as 
‘June Night’ last spring. Same week 
will see ‘Oscar Wilde’ opening at the 
Fulton. 

After the Group sets ‘Rocket,’ it 


will start on Irwin Shaw’s ‘A Gentle | 


Family,’ which has only 10 players. 
Reported that some of the ‘Boy’ peo- 
ple will return to New York before 
the tour is completed. Understood 
that they will be replaced by mem- 
bers of London’s ‘Boy,’ who replaced 
the original cast abroad. 

Grisman is also operating the For- 
rest with Alexander Kirkland, both 
sponsoring the long-running ‘To- 
bacco Road.’ Management is still 
hopeful of raising the Chicago ban 
on the show. If the show is per- 
mitted to play there, it is planned to 
shift James Barton to the Chicago 
cast, and replace him with Jay C. 
Flippen. 


JITNEY PLAYERS OPEN 
ROAD SEASON SEPT. 29 


The Jitney Players, currently re- 
hearsing, open their new season 
Sept. 29 in Newfoundland, Pa., and 
are booked solidly through the east, 
south and midwest until February. 
They figure on staying on the road 
the entire season, going as far as 
the Coast. Will take four plays on 
tour, including ‘Both Your Houses,’ 
‘End of Summer,’ ‘Rip Van Winkle’ 
and the old Owen Davis work, ‘And 
| Yale.’ Company numbers nearly 
0. 

Ethel Barrymore Coit is manager- 
director and leading lady. Douglas 
Rowland is company manager and 
leading man, Phil Tippin business 
manager. 


Equity to Meet Friday 


Equity’s first quarterly meeting of 
the new season will be held Friday 
(23) at the Astor, New York, with 
the new president, Arthur Byron, 
due to preside. He was in Skowhe- 
gan, Me., for the summer strawhat 
season, 

There are no new issues slated for 
consideration. However, an explana- 
tion with be given of the agreement 
with the managers not to change 
policy during the season. Also one 
on the ticket cede. 


For Abbott’s Musical 


Muriel Angelus, London player, is 
due to arrive today (Wednesday ), in 
New York, on the Me de France to 
begin rehearsals in George Abbott’s 
musical, “The Boys from Syracuse.’ 
It will be her first show in the US. 

‘Boys’ begins rehearsals Oct. 3, 
opens a tryout Oct. 31 at the Shu- 
bert, Boston, and comes to the Alvin, 




















N.Y., Nov. 16. 














Inside Stuf—Lesit 


Helen Hayes addressed the legit theatre convention at the Astor, New 
York last week and intended asking the American Theatre Council to 
seek a reduction in railroad rates for touring companies. For some 
reason that part of her speech was not used. But she had gathered con. 
siderable data on the tour of ‘Victoria Regina’ last season. 

Requirement for baggage cars appears to be the principal complaint, 
Twenty pullman tickets are necessary to secure a baggage car gratis. For 
day coach transportation, 30 are required, so that the amount of money 
expended for either class of travel amounts to about the same. Pointed 
out that few shows, except musicals, have casts with that many players, 

Managers have sought to open up the matter of rail rates for pro- 
fessionals for years. Last season, it was argued beforé the Trunk Lines 
Assn., but the showmen were refused concessions. However, the rail- 
road people say they will still listen to the show crowd and the matter 
may become an important assignment of ATC. 

The only morning session of the legit theatre convention was enlivened 
at its conclusion with a talk by Mrs. Cecile Melledge, described as a patron 
and student of the theatre, who handles theatre parties. She talked about the 
critics and said that while most of them were fair, some were not possessed 
with a sense, Brooks Atkinson, the (N.Y.) Times reviewer in particular. 

The critic was present and laughed at her comment. Understood that 
Mrs. Melledge had asked the critics to recant on their mild notices of 
‘Washington Jitters,’ at the Guild theatre last spring, and getting no 
results, she felt rebuffed. Speaker said she saw the show three or four 
times and thought it worth a better break. She also suggested that the 
critics include in their reviews the views of the audience at first nights 
and not give a one-man opinion. Mrs. Melledge heads a drama club made 
up of women theatre-goers and has asked the critics to address the mem- 
bers. It appears, however, that some have been wary about accepting 
such invitations. Rims 

The convention made a profit of approximately $1,000 in its’ two-day 
session. The net is about half of the earnings last year, when the con- 
vention lasted longer and there was more opportunity for success be- 
cause more people attended. Last week's events were rather hastily ar- 
ranged and for that reason comparatively few delegates came from out 
of town. 








Warners’ Hollywood theatre on Broadway this season will go legit for 
the third time when it relights with ‘Knights of Song, now being 
readied by Laurence Schwab. Musical, which tried out in St. Louis this 
summer, is based on the lives of Gilbert and Sullivan. Holly wood has 
been a problem theatre and has been mostly dark since erection. Changes 
of policy failed to click on a number of occasions. ‘Knights’ will play 
on percentage, regardless of reports that the producer had leased the house, 

Entrance will be on 5lst street instead of Broadway, change becoming 
effective last season when George Abbott’s ‘Sweet River” opened and 
folded quickly. Other legit shows spotted in the Hollywood included Lew 
Brown’s ‘Calling All Stars.’ Vaudeville was presented with Lou Holtz for 
a number of weeks, with business fairly strong for a time, but that policy 
did not tarry long. ; 

The Hollywood has been used spasmodically for films, last of which 





was ‘Emile Zola.’ When legit was first proposed, Warners asked the 
prohibitive rental of $10,000 weekly. Plans for the New York World's 
Fair sensor. called for spotting pictures in the house, for which a tentative 
rental has been put at $6,000 weekly. 

‘Me and My Gurl,’ the Victoria Palace, London, musical, which has been 
the outstanding success of the season and has made over $500,000, has had 
considerable cast dissension. The biggest squawkers are said to be the 
chorus, reported paid $18 weekly, which is the provincial rate. The 


management escaped the $20 schedule of West End chorus girls because 
the house is just outside of the West End area. One or two of the chorus 
have made a squawk and were told if they did not like it they could go 
elsewhere. Some of the cast are also burnt up plenty. 

When show failed to click while touring the provinces, the management 
is said to have given the players a cut, which is still operating, despite 
the profits for months. 

Final recapitulation of stra:yhat season brings out that ‘Friday at Four’ 
was done by no less than four hideaway troupes, but curiously is not 
mentioned among the Brov‘iwa: possibilities. ‘Snow Train’ is also not 
slated for New York, though it’s .oer bought for legit production, Script 
is regarded as having defirite piciure value. St. Louis musicals, which 
may arrive later, are ‘Geni!eman Unafraid’ and the ‘Lost Waltz.’ 

‘Thanks for My Wife,’ dene on the Coast during the summer, is dated 
for fall on Broadway. ‘I Am Different,’ Tallulah Bankhead starring, also 
emanating from the Coast, is next slated for Chicago. A Broadway booke 
ing will depend upon its reception there. 





Lodewick Vroom, who resigned as president of the Theatrical Managers, 
Agents and Treasurers union, has rejoined the Gilbert Miller forces. 
Formerly press agent and company manager for the producer, he has 
been assigned to ‘I Have Been Here Before, the J. B. Priestley play, 
which Miller will shortly present. 

Helen Deutsch, who resigned as general p.a. for the manager, last year 
and joined up with the Theatre Guild, is also back with the Miller outfit 
in the same capacity. Miss Deutsch had secured a withdrawal card from 
TMAT, intending to go to Europe to do some writing. She now plans to 
start the trip in December. 





Notices issued by the John Golden office for last Thursday night's (15) 
opening of the revival of ‘Lightnin’’ at the Golden, N. Y., stated as fol- 
lows: ‘The curtain on ‘Lightnin’’ will rise at 8:50 p.m. to the second, 20 
years, 20 days and 20 minutes since its original New York opening. Late 
comers will not be seated during the prolog.’ Curtain actually rose at the 
scheduled moment, although a considerable number of spectators were 
late. No-seating rule during the prolog has been continued since the 
opening. One critic incorrectly had stated that the first-night curtain 
was a trifle late. 

Al Smith was in tears at the revival. The bit that turned on the faucet 
was Fred Stone’s appearance as Bill Jones, wearing a G.A.R. uniform. 





William Saroyan’s ‘My Heart’s in the Highlands’ is being sought for 
production by three Broadway outfits, one of which has already announced 
its future presentation. However, no contracts with anyone. Both the 
Group ‘Theatre and the Actors Repertory are seeking the rights to the 
play, while William Kozlenko has announced the One-Act Play theatre 
will do the one-act version of the same piece, titted ‘The Man With the 
Heart in the Highlands.’ Kozlenko is casting the show. Matson & Duggan, 
agents for Saroyan, are dickering with all three outfits, but nothing is set. 





George Abbott’s production crew handling the road company of ‘What 
a Life,’ currently at the Wilbur, Boston, is figured one of the youngest in 
the business. Bob Foulk, who did preliminary direction, is 29. Martin 
Jurow, company manager, is 25. Frank McCarthy, press agent, is 24. Bill 


Mendrek, stage manager, is about 30. Abbott is 43, while Carl Fisher, 
general manager, is 29. 





Autograph hounds have turned early birds. Usually they gang up at 
first nights and around broadcasting theatres during the evening, awail- 
ing name acts to emerge. Ten fans were outside the Barrymore (N. Y.) 


theatre stage entrance last Saturday morning poring over their signature 
books, having secured names of players in ‘Knickerbocker Holiday,’ which 
was rehearsing there. 
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DECRY H'WO 


Equity’s Loophole 





The basic agreement between 


Equity. 


The main 


made which shall, 


consent of the League.’ 


members of the League, however. 


one year, dated Sept. 1, 1938. 





which became effective with the signing of the ticket code, has an 
appended clause listed as ‘exhibit 1,’ which provides 
Provision is to be part of actors’ contracts and sets forth: 
‘The Manager agrees that he will conform to and assist in car- 
rying out any activity or plan of action of the Association or its 
Council having for its purpose the promotion of the best interests 
of the legitimate theatre and those employed therein; failure on 
the part of the Manager to do so shall constitute a breach of all 
employment agreements between Equity members and the Man- 
ager, entitling the Actor, with the approval of the Equity Council 
and General or Special Meeting to terminate this contract without 
liability; or, in the alternative, entitling Equity to suspend this 
contract and the employment of the actor thereunder, upon such 
terms and conditions as it may determine.’ 
In clause 13 of the agreement either side could cancel as stipulated: 
‘Each provision of this agreement is agreed to be of the essence 
thereof and any breach thereof by one party shall entitle the 
other party to cancel and rescind this agreement without liability 
except as to then existing obligations. 
a dispute regarding whether or not a breach has occurred, and 
the injured party shall promptly demand arbitration and promptly 
proceed therewith, no cancellation or recission shall take place 
until an award has been made. 
recission, Equity members shall be available for employment by 
members of the League in good standing.’ 
idea of the negotiations between the managers 
Equity, with the idea of showmen to standardize actors’ working 
conditions in exchange for the code, is contained in clause 4: 

‘Equity agrees that throughout the term of this agreement no 
amendment or change of existing rules or regulations shall be 
either directly or 
obligations or responsibilities of the members of the League (of 
New York Theatres) towards members of Equity or otherwise 
affect any working conditions between members of the League 
and members of Equity to the detriment of members of the 
League; nor will Equity enact any further or additional rule, 
regulation, by-law or resolution of any kind during the term of 
this agreement, having any similar import or effect, without the 


Any additional rules could be made as affecting managers not 


set forth in clause 8, which the managers agree to institute, and fail- 
ure to do so might be construed to be a breach. Agreement is for 


Broadway managers and Equity, 


an out for 


If, however, there shall be 


Pending such cancellation or 


and 


indirectly, increase the 


There are a number of activities 








Official Operation of Ticket Code 
Has ‘Turbulent’ Effect on Brokers; 
Strict Adherence to 75¢ Premium 





v 


‘Code of Industry Regulations for 
the Sale of Theatre Tickets for 
Members of the League of New York 
Theatres’ is the full title of the new 


ticket control system, devised by 
managers and approved by Equity. 
Latter is said to have sought the 
code in exchange for an agreement 
not to spring new rules on the man- 
agers for one year. The so-called 
basic contract, however, is subject to 
cancellation upon due notice, it’s 
claimed. 

Code was declared in operation 
last week, official date of its start 
being Sept. 12. Around ticket agen- 
cies the effect was described as ‘tur- 
bulent,’ while early this week all 
brokers received the code along with 
a list of the manager and theatre 
signatories, with whom they are per- 
mitted to do business. The League, 
which is handling the code enforce- 
ment, was careful not to list the 
agencies which are on the outside 
and through which expected boot- 
legging of tickets may be looked for. 
Nor were the theatres, managements 
of which refused to sign the code, 
listed. 

Immediate effect of the code was 
strict adherence to the 75c premium 
maximum by those agencies which 
signed. There was but one show 
with a buy, ‘I Married an Angel,’ 
for which front-seat tickets had 
Prior to the ccde been bringing a 
Premium double the allowed figure. 
Neither of last week’s new entrants 
is a money click and did not figure 
in deals, although tickets for ‘Light- 
nin’’ were said to have been allotted 
to one agency which ducked signa- 
turing the code, that office also hav- 
ing tickets for ‘Angel,’ the buy be- 
ing on for another two weeks. Under 
the code, buys are out, so are gra- 
tuities, either to the boxoffice or the 
agency, latter formerly getting fees 
for selling ‘p.m.s,’ which is the prac- 

ice of pushing tickets for certain 
shows, Believed to be the most prac- 
tical feature of the code is the re- 


(Continued on page 51) 





‘GIRL CRAZY,’ LONDON 
PROD., WITH U.S. STARS 


Alex Aarons is going to produce 
‘Girl Crazy,’ musical, in London 
with Charles Cochran. Show was 
put on several years ago in New 
York but claimed to have new songs 
for London production. Jack Whit- 
ing, Jack Pearl, the De Marcos and 
June Clyde are tentatively set for 
principal roles. 

Play will be cast largely in New 
York by Louis Shurr, now east from 
Hollywood. 








Jane Cowl ‘Rome’ to Play 


Strawhatter in Jersey 


Maplewood, N. J., Sept. 20. 

Frank McCoy and O. E. Wee have 
engaged Jane Cowl in ‘Road to 
Rome’ for week of Sept. 26 at the 
Maplewood theatre here. 

Judson Laire, Ethel Britton, Harold 
Moffett, Ethel Wilson and King Cal- 
der also in cast. 





Asprey, Dean to London 





Ken Asprey, chairman of Austra- 
lia-New Zealand Theatre, Ltd., and 
George Dean, managing director, sail 
today (Wednesday) for London after 
two weeks in New York. Asprey will 
return after two or three weeks in 


London, plane to the Coast and sail | 


back to Sydney in mid-November. 

Dean will go on from London to 
a European search of plays and tal- 
ent. He expects to fly back to Aus- 
tralia in December. Both Asprey and 
Dean huddled with Ernest C. Rolls 
before he left for Australia. Rolls, 
also a managing director of ANZT, 
was in N. Y. and London for some 
time acquiring shows and players 
for Australia. His last purchase was 
‘Yes, My Darling Daughter.’ 


SHOWMEN SEE 
FEUD COLLIN 





Swope Says ‘Divorcement 
Should Never Have Hap- 
pened’ — Theatre Parley 
Said to Have Erred in 


Not Extending Olive 
Branch to Film Com- 
panies 


OLDSTERS RENEGE 





‘Divorcement of 
Hollywood should never have hap- 
pened,’ was the comment of Herbert 
Bayard Swope, when queried anent 
his acting as arbiter in straightening 
out the dispute that led to picture 
backing being withheld from legit 
production for the past two years. 
; Unable to be present at the Ameri- 
can Theatre Council convention last 
| week, at which he was to speak, he 
| wrote the ATC stating his views. 


| It is believed that the second legit 


convention made a grave error of 
|omission by not putting forth the 
{hand of friendship to Hollywood. 
|Understood that several Coast 
| higher-ups, including one who in- 
| tends investing plenty in stage pro- 
|ductions, would have welcomed an 
| invitation to attend the sessions last 
week, but none was forthcoming. An 
invite had been proposed in com- 
mittee but the idea was killed by one 
| mature showman, who thought such 
a step might be construed as a sign 
of weakness. 


At the first convention last year, 
the picture biz was blamed for all 
the ills of the theatre, not alone by 
managers, but by other persons 
asked to address the sessions. Last 
week’s meetings carefully avoided 
hammering, so it was implied that 
show business had lost its animus 
towards filmland. However, the fact 
remains there was no movement to 
conciliate. 

Point te Conciliation 


There are ways and means pro- 
vided in the Dramatists Guild basic 
agreement whereby the dispute that 
motivated Hollywood to lay off 
Broadway could be conciliated, it’s 
claimed. It appears that the older 
showmen are too set in their view- 
points to bring the subject to the 
fore and indications are that if and 
when negotiations are made to wel- 
come back picture backing, it will 
come from the younger managerial 
element. 


It is reported true that Hollywood 
has taken much away from show 
business in the way of talent and 
material sources but the picture end 
now realizes it needs the stage more 
than ever, particularly for the de- 
velopment of talent. Show business 
refers to Hollywood’s activities as 
‘raiding,’ yet there is a frequent 
exodus by well-knowns of the films 
to Broadway. 

Suggestion has been made that pic- 
ture companies organize stock com- 
panies in 20 or more spots around 
the country, not only for the train- 
ing of new talent, but to display 
their own name people. Personal 
appearances seems to prove that 
Hollywood believes the flesh showing 
of their stars enhances their drawing 
value in films. There are enough pic- 
ture theatres kept dark by the com- 
panies te house these stocks. At this 
time, when Hollywood is spending a 
vast sum to bolster attendance in 
film houses, the stock proposal could 
have been made part of the cam- 
paign, it’s held. 

The ATC went on record as aim- 
ing for permanence and bettering 
the welfare of the theatre. Proposal 
not placed before the convention, 
but which puts forth a plan for at 
least partial financing of plays by 
picture people, may be worked out 
during the fall. Idea would scrap 
the present system of waiting until 
| after a play opens before selling the 
picture rights. Synopsis of plays 
would be given all film producers 

(Continued on page 51) 
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A Strawhat Banko 


Bill Doll, drum-beater for 
Milton Stiefel’s Ivoryton 
(Conn.) playhouse this summer, 
thinks he’s figured out why 
press agents take strawhat jobs. 
His setup called for a salary to 
p.a. the Ivoryton spot, salary 
for outdoor advertising, use of 





| 


Broadway from | 





a car and chauffeur three days 
a week, the lemonade conces- 
sion and a percentage of the 
gross at Stiefel’s other straw- 
hatter at Saybrook, Conn. 

However, he had to swat his 
Own mosquitos, 


DEAL FOR FREE 
LEGIT ON AIR 
SEEN OUT 











The idea to publicize Broadway 
legit over the air, through the mu- 
nicipally-owned WNYC, every Sun- 
day afternoon, appears to be cold. 
It was the suggestion of N. Y. Li- 
cense Commissioner Paul Moss with 


the station anxious to get the broad- 
casts as a feature. Although the 
Manager’s League of New York 
Theatres gave Moss a vote of thanks, 
the committee which was supposed 
to handle the matter has not func- 
tioned. 

As indicated before, the proposal 
did not strike Equity as practical. 
Understood the Dramatists Guild 
was not queried as to its authors’ 
willingness to permit use of play 
scripts gratis on the air in the man- 
ner outlined. Writers were expected 
to be the main hurdle to the propo- 
sition since gratis scripts were in- 
cluded in the plan. 

Thumbs down, too, was apparently 
made on the grounds that hits do not 
need radio publicity; that such a 
program would principally benefit 
WNYC, although station is not op- 
erated for profit; that no schedule 
could have been definitely fixed 
without definite rating as to the 
shows’ success chances because there 
would have been no telling when 
some of the plays would have folded. 

Impression seems to be that enact- 
ment of portions of pleys on one 
program might have cluttered up 
the air instead of affording worth- 
while diversion. From the Equity 
side the feeling is that players 
called to the microphone would have 
lost chances to appear is. commer- 
cial air shows on the day off. 





Hayes Nixes Offers to Do 
‘Knows’ on Broadway 





Helen Hayes has received two of- 
fers from New York managers to 
bring her ‘What Every Woman 
Knows’ revival back to Broadway 
this season. Actress nixed both bids, 
however, as she insists she will rest 
for the balance of the season after 
her forthcoming return engagement 
in ‘Victoria Regina.’ 

One of the managerial offers to 
Miss Hayes called for her to appear 
in the J. M. Barrie play for a limited 
run on a subscription basis. She re- 
vived ‘Knows’ for two weeks at Suf- 
fern, N. Y., this summer and had 
previously done the show twice on 
Broadway. Maude Adams originally 
played the part. There were standees 
at every performance at the recent 





Suffern engagement. 








WPA’s Comm'l Deals on Coast Stir 
Unions to Action; Groups See Bond 
As Method to Sock Pro Protection 


+. 


‘The situation is loaded with dyna- 
mite’ is the message sent Equity and 
the Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America from the Coast concern- 
ing the latest moves by the WPA’s 


Federal Theatre Project, which is 
making contacts with commercial 
showmen. Such activities have 


roused every actor-artist and stage 
union to vigorous protest against 
such deals, 

It is feared that the relief outfit 
might gradually expand itself into 
the commercial theatre in deals with 
managers, namely, trying out plays 
for them at relief wages. So much 
concerned was Equity when the 
FTP activities were revealed, that it 
instructed its Los Angeles office to 
prevent the showing of one WPA 
show in San Francisco, attraction 
having been turned over to two 
well-known showmen who propose 
playing it with relief players at re- 
lief wages. 

Situation Climaxed 


The situation was climaxed last 
week when it was announced that 
another show on the Coast, ‘Gettys- 
burg,’ an operetta, would be done in 
the Hollywood bowl, under the aus- 
pices of the Independent Publishers, 
Authors and Composers. ‘Gettys- 
burg’ had originally been heard on 
the radio, having been played by 
the Federal Music Project. It had 
since been lengthened and made into 
show form. 

Stated that the ‘Gettysburg’ show- 
ing would be made mostly by peo- 
ple from the FMP, but that four or 
five name warblers from the Metro- 
politan had been assured through 
NBC. The matter, therefore, might 
principally concern the American 
Guild of Musical Artists, one of the 
Four A’s unions, but all the other 
groups appear to have become in- 
terested in curtailing the WPA 
scheme. Screen Actors Guild is re- 
ported backing up its affiliates in 
the Four A’s, while the stagehand 
and musician unions have joined to 
strengthen the protest. 

The show that Equity ordered 
stopped from commercial presenta- 
tion is ‘Run Lil’ Chillun,’ a colored 
WPA musical that has been showing 
on the Coast. Rights were appar- 


(Continued on page 55) 


FREEDLEY CONSIDERS 3 
FOR KNIGHT SUCCESSOR 


Nancy Carroll, Eleanor Whitney 
and Patricia Ellis are being con- 
sidered by Vinton Freedley to re- 
place June Knight in ‘I’m an Amer- 
ican’ (formerly ‘Clear All Wires’), 
the Bella and Sam Spewack-Cole 
Porter musical currently rehearsing. 
Miss Knight stepped out of the part 
last week. 

Freedley is also dickering with 
Ken Murray for the lead in another 
show he is readying, the Allen 
Boretz-Max Liebman comedy, ‘The 
Flying Ginzbergs.’ 











Robert Cutler Plans 
‘Money’ for B’way 


Robert F. Cutler is considering a 
Broadway production of ‘One for the 
Money,’ musical he tested last week 
at his County theatre, Suffern, N. Y, 
If satisfactory minor revisions can 
be completed in time he plans on 
putting it into rehearsal in mid-Octo- 
ber for an opening at the Little. . 
Figures he could get by on gross of 
about $5,500 and that at a $3.30 top 
the house could gross around $10,000. 

‘Money’ is described as an ex- 
tremely intimate ‘revue without a 
message,’ a sort of takeoff of ‘Ping 
and Needles.’ It has a book by Nancy 
Hamilton and score by Morgan 
Lewis. Among the tryout players 
Patti Pickens and Brenda Forbes are 
mentioned as probabilities for the 
Broadway cast. 
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Plays on Broadway 





LIGHTNIN’ 


Comedy in three acts and four scenes by 
Wincheil Smith and Frank Bacon, Stars 
Fred Stone. Revival produced by John 
Golden, settings by Cirker & Robbins. At 
the John Golden theatre (N. Y.), Sept. 








15, 38; $3.30 top. First produced by 
Golden Aug. 26, 1918, with Frank Bacov 
ataried. 
Lightnin’ Bill Jones.......+..+.-- Fred Stone 
SOMW Marvin... ccecsavcescess Henry Richards 
Raymond Thomas....cseceesesed John Griggs 
Lemuel Townsend. ....ee0+++ Walter Gilbert 
Rodney Harper......sssessss Malcolm Laing 
Everett Hammond......0-+++:. Franklyn Fox 
Meri... ... Co adas cecccsctacceees Orland James 
Oscar NelsOn...csccseeeeeess George Spelvin | 
Dred PetelWs oc cccisccseces William Phillips | 
Walter Lennon. .cccccceccces Roger Hundley 
Zeb Crothers...ccccccccccceess Hugh Norton 
LiAveryman. .ce.ccccccesereses Myron Hirsch 
FREPOTEOT » c cvcccecccvcacecevces Robert Lowes 
Mildred Bucklev.............. Helen Brooks 
Mrs. Jones..........Mrs. Priestly Morrison 
Mrs. Margaret Davis..... Muriel Hutchison 
De: TAATDO? . cise s0ceewe Harriet MacGibbon 
WNOOOE 6 isc cvccces. codtveccocvend Ann Hazzard 
Emliy Jurvis....ccccesss .Marjorie Garrett 
Birra: Mucre.c.ccccccceces Virginia Copeland 
Diem. SOTAANR.. cccvccosecesed Augusta Wallace 
MEE, ETORUOR.. ccccccccccvccess Ruth Burton 
WS FROM IMNEHE, oc cicccecvcece Pansy Wilcox 
SxS. Btares csv cceccdovcceses Laura Cheston 
Mrs. Corshall. ....cccscecssen Bessie Pepper 
SEO. ROWER. 5. cccccicecess Liilian Ecklund 
For those who enjoy the reminis- 
cent mood the revival of ‘Lightnin’’ 
and the chance to see Fred Stone 
in the role created and played for 
many years by the late Frank Bacon, 








The California side is a haven for a 
young attorney who is evading an 
arrest warrant. In his comical, 
boastful and human fashion, ‘Light- 
nin’ Bill Jones moves among his 
guests and exasperates his wife by 
withholding his signature to a deed 
for sale of his property, much de- 
sired by a rapacious land company. 

The quiet and homely humor of 
the part as played by Bacon is dupli- 
cated by Stone, who adopts an un- 
gainly shuffle and speaks his lines 
with a western drawl. He brings 
out the comic values from dialog 
which retains some sparkle, and he 
plays the second act trial scene for 
its full measure of pathos. If ‘Light- 
nin’’ must be resurrected, no one 
could do more for it, perhaps, than 
Stone. 

Star made an amusing curtain 
speech on opening night and turned 
back the pages.of Broadway history 
even beyond the ‘Lightnin’’ period. 
Reappearance of Stone, himself 
something of a theatre tradition, 
brought enthusiastic anc friendly ap- 
plause, particularly when he gave a 
bit of old-time dance routine. 

Supporting players have little 
more to do than feed their lines to 
‘Lightnin’’ and the cast seemed 
equal to the assignments. Henry 
Richards plays the young attorney; 
Walter Gilbert is the judge, Orland 





When ‘Lightnin’ Preemed 20 Yrs. Ago 





original touch all his own.’ Also 


that fact.’ 


the Actors’ Equity strike. 


the Belasco, ‘Passing Show of 1918,’ 


second billing. 


Brooklyn. Irving Berlin’s newest 


No Man’s Land.’ 


ring Dorothy Gish and Erich von 


Frederick and Geraldine Farrar. 


Edward Marshall. Irene Franklin 
France. 





In Variety, Aug. 30, 1918, Jolo, in his review of ‘Lightnin’,’ declared 
that the title role ‘as interpreted by Frank Bacon is a composite of 
Joseph Jefferson, Sol Smith Russell and David Warfield, with an 


the piece and all the analytical criticism in ihe world won’t alter 
There were 26 legit productions on Broadway the night 
‘Lightnin’’ opened at the Gaiety where it was destined to a run of 
1,291 consecutive performances. Well, not exactly consecutive, be- 
cause the run was interrupted halfway by a week’s cessation during 
Listed among the current plays at the 
moment were ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ at the New Amsterdam, ‘Tiger Rose’ at 


Cohan & Harris; ‘Friendly Enemies,’ Hudson; ‘Under Orders,’ Eltinge; 
‘Seventeen,’ Booth; ‘Maytime,’ Lyric; ‘Everything,’ Hippodrome. Eddie 
Foy and his family topped the Palace bill, with Van and Schenck in 


There were 20 houses in Manhattan playing vaudeville; six in 


in the Morning,’ was advertised by Waterson, Berlin & Snyder in 
smaller type than Al Jolson’s current hit, ‘Hello Central, Give Me 


Three new films came to town that week, ‘The Hun Within,’ star- 


Gladys Brockwell, and ‘High Tide,’ with Jean Calhoun. 
Pictures advertised Mabel Normand in ‘Peck’s Bad Girl,’ while Para- 
mount listed releases with Mary Pickford, Marguerite Clark, Pauline 


Performers who left that week for overseas work with the theatre 
unit of the AEF included Johnny Cantwell, Reta Walker, George 
Botsford, Bessie Garrett, Jack Cook, Mary and Marie McFarland and 


that, ‘the public is certain to like 


Winter Garden; “Three Faces East,’ 


song, ‘Oh How I Hate to Get Up 


Stroheim; ‘The Bird of Prey,’ with 
Goldwyn 


and Burton Green were already in 








lamor of Broadway of 20 years ago. 
They will excuse the fact that it is 
a distinctly dated piece of entertain- 
ment, a creaky mixture of crude 
melodrama and character comedy. 
Such patronage as it will attract is 
likely to be drawn exclusively from 
an older generation of playgoers 
who take their scrapbooks seriously. 
For the moderns, who never saw the 
lay, but have heard much about it, 
ightnin’’ is a museum piece of an 
era that is gone. : 

Written by Bacon and Winchell 
Smith, ‘Lightnin’’ was first produced 
by John Golden at the Gaiety thea- 
tre Aug. 26, 1918. For some years it 
held the long run Broadway record 
of 1,291 consecutive performances 
Gubsequently outdistanced by 
*Abie’s Irish Rose’ and ‘Tobacco 
Road’). Today the Gaiety is a 
Minsky-Herk burlesquery. Golden 
has fathered the rveival and. has 
given it the affectionate handling 
which it deserves. Selection of 
Stone for the title part is a gesture 
of graciousness to the past, but 
*Lightnin’’ as a play shows the mark 
of time. 

Basically, it is a character study 
of a one-time Civil War veteran, a 
ne’er-do-well proprietor of a small 
hotel situated in the mountains that 
divide Nevada and California. He 
is a tipsy, old scamp who has done 
everything and been everywhere, 
but whose astounding prevarica- 
tions are quite harmless. 

Some fun and much of the action 
of the piece has to do with the legal 
complications resulting from the fact 
that the state line passes through 
the center of the hotel. On one side 
are suites occupied by embryo grass 
widows, who are establishing resi- 
dence to obtain auick Reno divorces. 





EEE 








James the sheriff, Mrs. Priestly Mor- 
rison is Mrs. Jones and Helen Brooks 
the step-daughter. Muriel Hutchison 
pleased in the role of one time 
vaudeville actress, who for years 
never was able to cancel bookings 
long enough to get a divorce from 
her husband-partner. It would be 
easier now. 

Revival is not likely to stay very 
long when the new season’s plays 
get under way. Flin. 


MISSOURI LEGEND 


Comedy in three acts by Elizabeth B. 
McGinty, presented by Guthrie McClintic 
in assuciation with Max Gordon. Features 
Dean Jagger, Dorothy Gish, Mildred Nat- 
wick, Russell Collins, Jose Ferrer. Staged 
by McClintie. Settings, John Koenig. At 
the Empire, N. Y., Sept. 19, ’38; $3.30 top. 





MMME TONG, 6c oskccacobecees Clare Woodbury 
CEE SEs 5 6'6. 6065066609566 Jose Ferrer 
Frank Howard....cccceses: Richard Bishop 
Jim Cummins.....«ceceeee... Russell Collins 
Charlie Johnson. .ccccccsescess Karl Malden 
BOD JONAS 602s cisoceeedcscees Dan Duryea 
Mrs. Howard..... Gee 60 see Dorothy Gish 
Thomas Howard.....«. 60065048 Dean Jagger 
The Widow Weeks.....4.. Mildred Natwick 
Hosea (Pop) Hickey.......Joseph Sweeney 
BOR Series ccvsrtevrseveodses John Woodworth 
WOOT OG sb 05004. bas ecsdese Vincent Copeland 
BOR 6 5.< caress os osseecccecerees James Craig 
ee ND dcths babu es 6852-0 John Philliber 
Police Commissioner Gregg....Ben Roberts 
The ‘Reverend’... .csecesseees John Winthrop 





Season’s first click is indicated to 
be ‘Missouri Legend,’ Elizabeth B. 
McGinty’s first play, which was skill- 
fully tooled by accomplished show- 
men. 

Cast is so well rounded that Guth- 
rie McClintic, who staged and pre- 
sents the piece, features five play- 
ers. The newcomer, formerly 
called ‘American Saga’ and ‘Leg- 
end,’ is unusual in topic and inter- 
esting throughout. It’s billed as a 
comedy, but it is more like a melo- 





Australian and New Zealand Thea- 
tres, Ltd., Managing Directors’ Frank 
S. Tait, S. S&S. Crick, G. B. Dean, 
Present :— 


VIOLET CARLSON 


as the Star of 


“ROSE-MARIE” 


ROYAL THEATRE 
SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 





drama, with a strain of humor that 
brings enough laughter. 

Play concerns the post-Civil War 
outlaw, Jesse James, and his gang. 
who raided midwestern banks and 
held up trains. Sketching of the 
central character is the main objec- 
tive of Miss Ginty, who was the late 
David Belasco'’s private secretary. 
That she made careful research 








os 


there is little doubt, for Jesse was 





known as a God-fearing man, as por- 
trayed, despite his notorious ex- 
ploits. He was given to psaim sing- 
ing at times, asked for blessing be- 
fore partaking of food, hated people 
who used profanity, drank or con- 
sorted with fancy women. 

‘Legend’ is episodic, scened in 
Jesse’s home in Missouri, where, as 
Thomas Howard, he’s regarded as 
the leading church member. His 
theory was that church is for sin- 
ners, not saints. He was blessed 
with a true wife, who never was 
quite sure where he would go or 
what he would do. She condoned 
his acts, blaming }is career on the 
cruelties that followed the rebellion, 
and she loved him regardless. 

Jesse is tender with his consort, 
whom he calls Ma, merciful to those 
in trouble, but a stickler for disci- 
pline among those in his gang. At 
the play’s opening they plan a train 
robbery, a gold shipment being on 
board. They separate and _ later 
join in a small town. The shipment 
is delayed and the holdup a flop, but 
Jesse robs a bank, because the 
banker did not believe he would re- 
turn a $500 loan made without se- 
curity. 

It is while he is on the way to 
the rendezvous that James’ charac- 
ter is best displayed. Entering a 
shack in the Ozarks, see! ag food, he 
comes upon the widow Weeks, who 
is about to be dispossessed. He gives 
her the money to pay off the loan on 
the property, then waits down the 
road and sticks up the collector. Be- 
cause of the bank holdup, a posse 
is formed to block all roads. There 
is a price on Jesse’s head of $10,000. 
Preparing to wait until the furor 
dies down, the outlaw is shot down 
by the kid brother of one of his 
men, and the Ford boys are credited 
with tracking him down. 

Perhaps the highlight of the play 
is the scene within the shack be- 
tween Jagger, as Jesse, and Mildred 
Natwick, as the unfortunate widow. 
Jagger is better known in Hollywood 
than in New York, bu: he’s scoring 
the hit of his stage career. Miss 
Natwick is familiar to Broadway, 
one of the best character women of 
the times. 

Miss Gish is another standout, en- 
acting the wife of Jamies. Jose Ferrer 
contributes something exceptional, 
playing a mountain boy who writes 
lyrics, mostly about his hero, Jesse 
James; Russell Collins and Richard 
Bishop, as part of the James Boys 
band, are well chosen, while Joseph 
Sweeney, as & small-town banker, 
again makes his assignment impor- 
tant, also providing some giggles. 
Twentieth-Fox Film is making a 
Jesse James picture with Tyrone 
Power playing the part. That wil! 
probably lessen the film chances of 
‘Missouri Legend,’ but as stage diver- 
sion it is very worthwhile. Ibee, 


COME ACROSS 


Melodrama in 2 acts (5 scenes) by Guy 
Beauchamp and Michael Bertwee; presented 
by George Bushar and John Tuerk in as- 
sociation with William A. Brady; staged 
by Edward Clarke Lilley. Settings, Wate 
son Barratt. At the Playhouse, N. Y., 
opened Sept. 14, '38; $3.30 top. 


Janet Kemp. .ccccccsscces Helen Trenholme 
Probationer......ccsescseces Mary Heberden 
EMOCV scitecrccseces ececesesssCameron Hall 
| ye scecccess-- Byron Russell 


Dr. Peter Willens...cce....-Richard Waring 
Sir John Twining...eceeeee.-Claude Horton 


Mark Ryder seeee eccccceeseseArthur Vinton 
Scratch....ess occccocococcces kicnard Taber 
Ratkin...cccccve edseccescooece..LD0n Costello 
Duggan. ...cece eoseccoesces-Charles Jordan 
Lefty Grey..cccccecccccsceces Owen Martin 
a, 5 REL ET EERE COceeseceses May Marshall 
Ne OT Perr ere er ee David Orrick 
Chief Inspector Wentworth.....: A. P. Kaye 
Detective Sergeant Foray..../ Arling Alcine 
Constable Mathon........... Rernard Savage 
PRTRRERNE 05560006 0 cweebcss Harold Thomas 





The new Broadway season was 
started mildly with scmething Brit- 
ish, a melcirama called ‘Death on 
the Table’ when it was presented: in 
London last spring. It provides only 
a fair even 1g, therefore disappoint- 
ing the young manager:, Bushar and 
Tuerk, in addition to the veteran 
William A. Brady. 

‘Come Across is supposed to have 
its dramatics punctuated by comedy, 
but the laughs are muffled and too 
sparse. There’s a certain amount of 
dated American slang in the script, 
but had the authors called in some- 
one to modernize the lines it might 
have eliminated s*mething that first- 
nithts were prone to criticize. 

Story deals with American gang- 
sters in Londcn. Ifark Ryder, their 
leader, has a slug in his chest and 
figures that he could have it re- 
moved by a London surgeon and 
thereby escape publicity. He en- 
gages a room in the hospital, having 
a confederate, Ratkin and a body- 
guard, in close attendance. They 
have $500.000 stashed in a safety de- 
nosit box, and as soon as Ryder beats 
the medical rap they are to divide 
the scratch. 

The doctor assigned to remove the 
bullet balks at o ‘erating. but Ryder 
vulls an ace in the hole, ‘kidnapping 
the doc’: young son as an ‘in-caser.’ 
The probe finds the slug, but just 
when it’s believed tle operation is 
successful the lights go out. When 
they are turned on again Ryder is 
found dead, stabbed through the 
heart. 

Palance of the vlay is taken up 
in cross-examinations by a _ serio- 
comic insvector from Scotiand Yard. 
Under suspicion is Ratkin who was 
seated outside the overatine room: 
also Ruggan. a rival mobster who 





was tailing Ryder with a pal, their 
idea being to snatch the deposit box 





| his own 





———& 


Play Out-of-Town 





Kiss the Boys Goodbye 


Princeton, Sept. 18. 
Comedy in three acts by Claire Boothe; 
presented by Brock Pemberton. Staged by 
Antoinette Perry, Settings, John Root, At 
McCarter theatre, Princeton, N. J., opening 
Sept. 17, °38. 


the southern belle is an extremely 
difficult one but she carries it off 
with flying colors. Benay Venuta 
also shares honors in the non-singing 
role of Hollywood toughie, Myra, 
The men, as a whole, gave creditable 
performances, including Millard 





Conmdmeteeh ...ecccscvcseosees Wyman Holmes 
Lloyd Lloyd...........+.+-Millard Mitchell | 
Cindy Lou Bethany..,........ Helen Claire | 
GCOOURGS 6 cei decccccedancesetees Frank Wilson | 
BERUME -ccccccccesevcceseeoes Ollie Burgoyne 
Mailigon Breed,....ceceeces: John Alexander 
B. J. Wickfleld....ccccces: Edwin Nicander | 
Leslie Rand......cccccesesess Carmel White | 
Horace Rand......cccccccsssee-Fhilip Ober 
Herbert Z. Harner........Sheldon Leonard 
‘Top’ Rumeon......scceseees Hugh Marlowe | 
Myra Stanhope. ..ccccccceces Benay Venuta i 
POBCAP crc cccccccccccccccecccees Lex Lindsay | 


Brock Pemberton must have had | 
roduction of ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye’ in mind when he told the 
national convention of the legitimate | 
theatre in New York last week that 
there were definite signs of a rosy 
hue on the 1938-39 Broadway horizon. | 
For there can be little doubt of the | 
potentialities of Clare Boothe’s new | 
comedy, which was given a rousing | 
sendoff at McCarter theatre here Sat- 
urday night (17). 

Miss Boothe’s comedy possesses the | 
same rare qualities that made her | 
last success, “The Women,’ the adult, | 
entertaining and racy theatre that it | 





was. It is swift, contains brilliant | 
dialog, sometimes erotic, but more 
often distinguished for a brutal | 


frankness and intellectual integrity. | 
If in ‘The Women’ Miss Boothe | 
failed to throw bouquets at her sex, | 
in ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ she has | 
fashioned with her vitriolic pen a| 
20th century critique on the general | 
theme, ‘all men are louses.’ 


version of ‘Gone With 
When Dave Selznick sent a director 
south to secure an unknown for the 
screen world, he set Miss Boothe’s 
mind to thinking—and by the time 
she stopped thinking she had stripped 
every last vestige of glamour from 
Hellywood and the east’s intelligent- 
sia. 

When Lloyd Lloyd, the director, 
marches through Georgia in quest of 
a Velvet O’Toole to star in ‘Kiss the 
Boys Goodbye,’ he chooses a demure 
flower of the south, Cindy Lou 
Bethany, who’s bent on doing her 
duty to uphold the glory of the Con- 
federacy, and thus agrees to accom- 
pany the director north for a screen 
test. She’s the rarest product of 
southern chivalry, 
Congressman, who cannot open. her 
mouth (which is never closed) with- 
out spouting some Dixie bromide. 
Cindy Lou is dumped into a Con- 
necticut weekend party where are 
present an assortment of Gotham’s 
choice renegades. Before she leaves 
she has completely upset the lives of 
everyone present. 

The host and hostess, Horace and 
Leslie Rand, a highbrow magazine 
jokester and his Park avenue wife, 
are friends of the director, a belch- 
ing sourpuss, who has maneuvered 
the entire setup in order to clinch 
the role of Velvet for his sweetheart, 
Myra Stanhope. an old-time film fa- 
vorite, generally regarded among 
those present as a ‘Brooklyn bum.’ 
While it may be true that Myra 
‘made’ the producer, what is more 
obvious and to the point is that the 
entire studio ‘made’ Myra. 

Myra has been brought to the 
weekend party by ‘Top’ Rumson, a 
fashionable and handsome polo player 
and cousin of the hostess, and who 
is temporarily in Myra’s clutches. 
Also present is a radically-inclined, 
pot-bellied columnist. Cindy Lou 
resorts to every ingenious trick of 
the old south to win the contract, 
but she fools no one but herself. 
When she stands in fear of being se- 
duced, that noble southern tradition 
comes to her rescue and she shoots 
her malefactor. Then everything 
pops at once as the play builds to a 
last-minute frenzy. 

Poor timing opening night pre- 
vented this last-minute frenzy from 
coming off as it should but a few 
more rehearsals should bring the de- 
sired effect. The tendency of some 


sometimes with difficulty, didn’t do 
justice to some of Miss Boothe’s most 
brilliant lines. There’s room for 
considerable pruning, too, particular- 
ly in the first act. An 11:35 curtain 


In ‘Boys,’ Miss Boothe toys with | 
the almost legendary attempt to find | of the Opera,’ she carries off with 
a Scarlett O'Hara for the Hollywood | professional aplomb what amounts 


the Wind.’ | to a monolog. 


daughter of a | 


of the actors to merely recite, and | 


Mitchell, as the director; John Alex. 
ander, as the Moscow-tainted col- 
umnist; Sheldon Leonard, as the pro- 
ducer in search of a Velvet; Hugh 
Marlowe, as the polo player, and 
Philip Ober, as Horace Rand. 
Settings by John Root are in good 
taste, Rosen. 


Strawhat Review 


One for the Money 
Suffern, N. Y., Sept. 15. 


Musical in two acts (20 scenes) by Nancy 
Hamilton; presented by Robert F. Cutler, 
Staged by Robert Ross. Lyrics, Nancy 
Hamilton; music, Morgan Lewis; ensembles 
directed by Lewis; settings, George Fedore« 
ff 








Cast: Nancy Hamilton, Philip Bourneuf, 
Patti Pickens, Alfred Drake, Rose Hobart, 
Brenda Forbes, Frances Comstock, Maxine 
Barrat, Isham Keith, Don Loper, Alan 
Hewitt, Frederic Voight. At County the- 
atre, Suffern, N, Y. 





Prospects look bright for this re- 
vue if it should come to Broadway. 
Although part of the material could 
be replaced to advantage, most of it 
is entertaining and some of it hilari- 
ously funny. Nancy Hamilton re- 
veals herself as a writer to be reck- 
oned with among the light satirists 
and displays a flair for trouping, too. 
As the woman trying to explain the 
plot of ‘Die Walkuere’ in ‘The Story 


| The intimate County theatre pro- 
vides just the right background for 
| ‘One for the Money,’ and perhaps its 
| delicate touch would be lost in a 
larger Times Square playhouse. Also 
possible that Miss Hamilton’s gently 
| ironic jabs at social foibles might not 
| gO over so well with audiences edu- 
i|cated by ‘Pins and Needles’ and 
; forthcoming ‘Sing Out the News’ to 
| laugh at the grim humor of current 
| world issues. However, while neither 
leftist nor predominantly political, 
; ‘Money’ is alert to the modern scene. 
| Mrs.. Roosevelt, Orson Welles, five 
i deposed European monarchs and 
| New York's Social Registerites are 
| among the personalities lampooned, 
| Competent performers make the 
/most of their opportunities, with 
| Brenda Forbes in superb comedy 
|form. Rose Hobart, though lending 
!an attractive note, misses a little of 
| the humor in her assignments, and 
| Patti Pickens is agreeable to listen to 
but otherwise not too impressive, 
‘Maxine Barrat and Don Loper con- 
|tribute a couple of graceful dance 
,numbers; Alfred Drake and Isham 
Keith sing capably, and excellent 
| work is done by the rest of the cast, 
| includin Philip Bourneuf, Frances 
Comstock, Alan Hewitt and Frederic 
Voight. 

Though he doesn’t seem to have 
provided any tunes of sock propor- 
tions, Morgan Lewis does set off the 
deft lyrics to advantage with his 
score. In several instances, however, 
he has striven for subtle effects that 
are pretty much wasted. 

Settings are simple and direction 
brisk. The two fairly elaborate pro- 
duction numbers, ‘Aiming High’ and 
‘Teeter Totter Tessie’ don’t quite 
click. ‘The Five Kings,’ ‘My Day,’ 
‘The Sink,’ ‘Parlor Game,’ ‘The Yooe 
Hoo Blues’ and ‘The Quaint Com- 
panion’ are just a few of the songs 
and sketches which more than make 
up for occasional dull spots. Paul. 


EQUITY OKAYS EVANS’ 
SPECIAL PLAYER PACTS 


Maurice Evans was yesterday 
(Tuesday) given Equity permission 
to sign players to special contracts 
_ for his forthcoming ‘Hamlet’ produc- 
tion. Present contract will call for an 
extra one-sixth week’s salary for an 
additional full-length performance 
and an extra one-sixth for an addi- 
tional short performance. 











for one that rings up at 8:40 is en- 
tirely too much. 


should easily be adjusted. 
Helen Claire’s performance of 


opening-night audience. Her role of 





key and cop the coin themselves. The 
ident of the killc. is not revealed. 
Helen Trenholme, as a nurse who 


guy, impresses as doing the best of 
the playing. Arti r Vinton is ver- 
sonable as Ryder, perhaps too much 
so. Don Costello, Richard Taber, 
Charles Jordan and Owen Martin 
seem more authentic gangsters. 
Comedy asignmert is principally in 
the hands of the porter, Cameron 


here before, and A. P. Kaye, as the 
insvector. 





For the American showing the 
first two acts were combined. Ibee., 


But the play is' 
there and the minor difficulties | 


Cindy Lou provoked cheers from the | 


catches the fancy of the main gang | 


Hall, an Englishman, who has been | 


Evans plans to offer the una- 
bridged ‘Hamlet’ six performances a 
week and the usual shortened ver- 
sion at Saturday matinees. He is 
paying the company full-week’s sal- 
aries for the seven performances, al- 
though normal Equity contracts per- 
mit eight performances. His pro- 
posed plan of extra pay for addi- 
tional performances was recom- 
' mend by the Equity executive com- 


| mittee for council approval. 
At the same session yesterday the 
council refused to endorse a plan of 
the American Actors company to 
give special performances for invited 
audiences, using part Equity and 
| part non-Equity casts and paying no 
salaries. Outfit was notified it must 
| work under Equity conditions, join 
| one of the Antoinette Perry re- 
| hearsai groups or operate strictly on 

its own without Equity sponsorship. 
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Wednesday, September 21, 1938 LEGITIMATE GROSSES 


NEWS DOES 5G ee eee cre | Shows in Rehearsal | 3 New Musicals on B'way Card 


Buffalo, Sept. 20. 


VARIETY 51 





























Opening of local legit season, with i'm an American’ (formerly 4 . 9 a» 
IN PHI LY: SET remiere of ‘Missouri Legend,’ Clear All Wires’) — Vinton ee : nh: 
9 brought less than $4,000, fair, for five Freedley. ? 9 
performances. ‘Generals Need Beds’—Chery]! 
9 Dean Jagger and Dorothy Gish Crawford. 
have the leading roles in the Guthrie ‘Oscar Wilde’—Norman Mar- 
McClintic production. shall. 








‘You Can’t Take It With You’ 
(road )—Sam H. Harris. 


BANKHEAD PLAY OFF 





Biz Up, Town’ 10146, ‘Life’ $9,700 

















: ‘Great Lady’—Dwight Deere 2 
Philadelphia, Sept. 20. | Wiman. 6 TE AG N k Broadway had two openings last 
Philadelphia’s second legit show of TO $10 000 Giuiabts ot Seadledaauenes ervice , NeWar week. a third having dropped out at 
> seas ie Er- IN FRISCO . tryout. The season’s first promising 
es eee a chaasine ‘ic oom , Schwab. | es -esentati f new play was dis 
ak Sar some unreported reason eran ‘The Fabulous lnvele’-Cam || atone RARE Ms elk a cheand Manday “19) at the Empire, 
skipping the usual Monday night} San Francisco, Sept. 20. H. Harris. l the Shubert. the bo hitting around |the play being ‘Missouri Legend.’ 
bow. Offering is John Wildberg’s| _ New Rachel Crothers’ play, ‘1 Am| ‘Madame Capet’—Eddie Dow- | $4,000 with ‘the aid of two-for-ones | Press was generally good and first- 
comedy production, ‘A Woman's a| Different,’ starring Tallulah Bank-| ling. | first part of the week " |night indications pointed to a click. 
Fool—to Be Clever,’ which was given} head, is going slowly at the Curran ‘Hamlet’—Maurice Evans. | Current, ‘Golden Boy.’ Balance of this week’s premiere card 
strawhat breakins this summer. A! theatre, where company opened a| ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’— Estimate for Last Week is: ‘Sing Out the News,’ Music Box; 
fortnight’s engagement is listed. | two-week run, starting Sept. 12. The | Playwrights. | ‘Room Service’ Shubert (1.950:|*You Never Know,’ Winter Garden, 
Max Gordon’s musical, ‘Sing Out| star is undoubtedly responsible for | ‘Dame Nature’ — Theatre | $1.50). Laugh hit was liked and b.o.|and ‘Hellzapoppin,’ 46th Street, all 
the News’ ends its stay at the For-| most of the first week’s take. Claude | Guild | responded to a fair $4,000 musicals. 
rest tomorrow night (Wednesday)! Greneker, of the Shuberts’ New) ye . : aie cahust Business pointed upward again last 
for its Broadway preem Saturday} York office, flew here for a look at| The Devil Takes a Bride’— <¢ > week with the weather remaining 
(24). Show will have played three! the play last week. His bosses are | Montgomery Ford. cool, followed by steady rain that 
and a half weeks to profitable biz.| reported to have ordered the drama | ‘Danton’s Death’—Mercury. affected Monday (19) night’s attend- 
Reported to have done satisfactory | inspected with the idea of bringing | ‘Knickerbocker Holi day’— ance all types of entertainment. Best 
$5,000 last week. it to Broadway. Fate of the play, | Playwrights Producing Co. grosses since spring were registered: 
Next opening in town will be ‘I'd which has undergone considerable | ‘The Good’ — Norman and ‘Our Town’ going to $10,500, ‘What a 
Rather Be Right’ at the Forrest, Oct. 


rewriting since it played San Diego, | 
Los Angeles and Sacramento, is stil 
up in the air. 

‘Candida,’ starring Ann Harding, 
was set to follow ‘Different’ Sept. 26. 
However, due to the first perform- | 


Irving Pincus. 
‘30 Days Hath September’— 
Kirby Grant, Irving Gaumont. 
‘Thanks for Tomorrow’—Jay 
Strong. 


Life’ quoted at $9,700 (top figure 
since debut), same figure for ‘On 
Borrowed Time,’ ‘I. Married an 





HUB; 0-J 36 


.3. Rather than compete with George 
M. Cohan’s show debut here, Eddie 
Dowling has pushed back the open- 
ing date of his dramatic production, 
‘Madame Capet’ until Oct. 4, slated 





ior the Locust. 

That will be the third tryout of 
the season with a fourth (Dwight 
Deere Wiman’s musical ‘Great Lady’) 
skedded officially for Oct. 17. House 
hasn't been selected yet but will 
probably be the Chestnut. Also defi- 
nitely dated are ‘Amphitryon 38,’ 


with the Lunts, at the Forrest, also | 
on Oct. 17, and ‘Golden Boy’ at the 


Locust, Nov. 7. Both are on the 
American Theatre Society subscrip- 
tion list. 











ance of Max Reinhardt’s ‘Faust’ in 
the Exposition Auditorium next 
Monday (26), the George Bernard 
Shaw play will open the following 
night instead. 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘I Am Different,’ Curran (1,771; 
$2.75) (1st week). Play not sparkling 
enough to bring ’em in at $2.75 top. 
Take disappointing for Tallulah 
Bankhead, Take around = $10,000, 
which is quite a letdown after five 
weeks of Gertrude Lawrence in ‘Su- 
| san and God.’ 














BOY HITS BIG 
$1,000 IN CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 20. 








Boston, Sept. 20. 

| ‘What a Life,’ in its second frame, 
led the town last week and showed 
promise of a long-term stay at the 
Wilbur. ‘Hellzapoppin,’ Olsen and 
Johnson musical, presented by the 
Shuberts, originally booked in for 
two weeks, closed Saturday (17) 
after one week. Planning to take it 
to New York for reopening Sept. 29. 


Freedley musical, Oct. 17; and ‘Gen- 


Angel’ back to the $28,000 level, ‘Pins 
and Needles,’ very strong in small 
house with $6,500. 


Heaviest new show arrivals this 
fall will come during the week of 


|; Oct. 10, when eight attractions are 
| listed to unfold, including a Yiddish 


uptown musical. Next week’s open- 
ings are ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ 
Miller; ‘Dame Nature,’ Booth, and ‘30 
Duys Hath September,’ Hudson. 
Week of Oct. 3 is slated to bring in 
five new productions. 

‘Come Across,’ English melodrama, 
which started the season, at the Play- 
house, drew a mild press. ‘Light- 


eka mete : in’’ was giv h better break 
WPA First show of the season here is Ethel Barrymore came in Monday ag Ww ah ‘thdngps a muct : 
° ‘See How They Run,’ Alcazar | Smash and will be held down only | (19) for possible four weeks in| ier critics and business reported 
East-West Rift | (1,629; $1.10) (2d week). Another | by cut-rate subscriptions. Coming | ‘Whiteoaks.’ ‘Knickerbocker Holi-|°" °°. 
| political drama, which is pretty row- | with a bang-up advance campaign | day’ slated for Sept, 26; ‘Amphitryon | Estimates for Last Week 
| dy in spots. However, biz satisfac- | Group ier 9g fp ——. Boy’ oe rs, a eg ee ‘Golden Boy,’ Oct. | ‘Bacheler Born,’ Lyceum (35th 
% ; y, £0 a couple of montns from indaica- | 17; ‘Clear All ires,’ new Vinton-| week) (C-957): 3.30). sines 
(Continued from page 49) foe tions, but already booked for De- we C-957);" $3.30) Business 





troit and eastern seaboard dates, so 
can’t stay 


erals Need Beds,’ starring Ina Claire, 


holding fairly well; last week ap- 
proximated $5,500. 


: Mae p ete ‘ ? longer than scheduled | also slated for Oct. 17 opening. Ceme Across” Playhouse (2d 
and should any be interested the PINS DOES $6,000 month. takin tom knit Moak cag $3.90), oe a 
sale of the rights would then be ne- | Next show due is ‘I Am Different,’ ‘What a Life’ (Wilbur) (1.200: | midweek: drew $0-so press but 
gotiated. IN WEEK AT SEAT ILE which comes into the Selwyn, Sept. y se : 


Terms of Deal 


The amount to be paid would not 
necessarily be set when the deal is 


made and the figure could be arrived 


at on the basis of the length of the 
run. Proponent of the plan ampli- 
fies it by figuring that an agreement 





Seattle, Sept. 20. 
‘Pins and Needles’ at Metropolitan 
last week got fair returns. House 
seats 1,350, and was scaled at 58c. 
to $2.30, including tax. Estimated 
week’s gross, $6,000. Press and public 
comment favorable. 











28. Others after that are ‘Susan and 
God’ into the same house, ‘Rain’ at 
the Blackstone, ‘Amphitryon’ for the 
Erlanger and ‘I’d Rather Be Right’ 
for the Auditorium. Latter booking 
has local legiters lifting their eye- 
brows due to immense size of the old 
opera house. 

















$2.75) (2d week). Word-of-mouth 
good, and b.o. pace reflects it. Okay 
$8,000, not bothered by opposition of 
‘Hellzapoppin.’ 

‘Hellzapoppin’ (Shubert) (1.590; 
$3.30). In and out in one week, 
heading directly-for Broadway after 
pallid frame, around $5,000. 














| claimed to have picked up Friday 


and Saturday; cut-rate deal figured 
to keep English meller going. 

‘Hellzapoppin’,” 46th Street (1st. 
week) (R-1,375; $3.30). Revue 
topped by Ole Olsen and Chic John- 
son; tried out in Boston and needed 
repairs; debuts Thursday (22). 

‘I Married an Angel,’ Shubert (20th 


P 7 + ? . ° 
: to buy the picture rights should re- Company goes to Vancouver for : Estimate Sor Last Week SUSAN HITS $17,000 1ST — er fas pnt Bo oe rel 
sult in legit borrowing more coin,/two nights and then jumps 2,000 a S00: Bath), hielinds Terma tae be | foam mare _ her pete ey ‘Sing 
; if needed for production, on the | miles to Denver. Only American Theatre Society sub- WK., L.A.; MERC BERSERK Out the News,’ “You Never Know 
| strength of the picture sale, = scriptions crimping the total take and ‘Hellzapoppin’ this week; again 
z added money probably coming from . ‘KY : which hit a powerful $14,000. around £28.000. 
; banking courses, though not neces- Gilbert Named Director 4 WPA ; Fighting the geet hed o d (sath eck) (Del 019): $3 30), Bete 
; ° phi 1 a n week) (D-1,019); $3.30). t- 
t Se Of 2 Chicago Theatres ‘Power,’ Blackstone. humidity that has gripped the local | tered previous week and looks set 
Known that Swope, who has long ‘ area past weak. ‘Susan and God.’ : : 
? ; ig’ te 4 Chicago, Sept. 20. _P , : oa, | for well into the fall; approached 
4 been a first nighter, is intensely in- 2: eaten Giteest es starring Gertrude Lawrence, is doing | $10,000. 
: terested in the Hollywood-Broadway | 4. “naries “rlbert nas been ap- ° well at the Biltmore where it’s now| ‘Our Tewn,’ Morosco (34th week) 
situation and it’s believed that if the | Pointed managing director of the Tix Code Effect in second week of a three-stanza | (D-961: $3.30). Drew best money 
» contacts are made for patching up | Chicago Civic Opera House and the booking. Weekend trade particularly | since last spring; around $10,500; 
: the rift he is eminently qualified | Civic theatre. Gilbert has been with strong and better than average ad- | Thornton Wilder replaced Frank 
J for arbiter. Financier, who former- | the Shuberts for the past few years. (Continued from page 49) basic fern ntey aap A “Week” Craven while ‘atter is on vacation. 
‘ : 3 York | Played in ‘Blossorn Time,’ ‘Student ij 2 ; Missouri Legend,’ Empire (ist 
. ly edited the now defunct New Yor Sinead? endl Steer Sone.” Susan and Ged,’ Biltmore (C-1,656; week) (D-1,096: $330). Presented 
t Morning World, is on intimate terms |" ' 1) | oreviously active in Chi as | tention of 25% of tickets at the box- | $2.75) (ist week). Opened with| by Guthrie McClintic; written by 
with many managers, and last — direct 7 d ot, Swi offices for direct sale. better than $20,000 advance, and Elizabeth B. Ginty; opened Monday 
n ter, when on the Coast, cemented his | @7€CtOr ane P ‘ The list of agencies signed up by pb bolstering window trade, | (19); fairly good press. 
- friendship with Hollywood's leaders. the League totals 26 but there are grabbed around —" ‘Shadow and Substance,’ Plymouth 
d Broadway needs money to produce | Ross Maplewood, $4,000 38 doing business. Some reports are | ‘Run, Little Chillun,’ Mayan. Sus- host as pg me gst gn 
S more plays than have been present- Maplewood, N. J., Sept. 20, | to the effect that those holdouts will | pended for five days on current week | $9700: final weeks’ 0 — Boca iin 
a ed in the past few seasons, and he Lanny Ross did over $4,000 in ‘Pet- | not be permitted to sign hereafter, | 39 as not to interfere with Hollywood | helped in addition to weather. 
“ believes it should come from the | ticoat Fever’ at the Maplewood sum- | League having adopted the Sept. 12 | Bowl presentation of ‘Gettysburg.’ ‘Sing Out the News,’ ‘Music Box 
s picture end of show business. mer theatre last week. _ F _ | deadline. Largest agency not listed Resumes Saturday (24) after nine | (R.1.013; $4.40). Presented by Max 
e Final day's session of the conven- Current, Cornelia Otis Skinner in| js Acme, its operators stating in ad- healthy stanzas. Moves shortly to 





tion last Wednesday (14) provided 
little excitement, but produced a 
program for the ensuing year. The 
program was contained in a series of 
resolutions by the executive commit- 
tee on proposals offered during the 
public sessions. 

Stanley Young, author of ‘Robin 


‘Romance.’ 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Petticoat Fever’ Maplewood (1,400; 
$1.00). Lanny Ross proved to be a 
big matinee draw and the b.o. went 
over $4,000. 





Brooklyn Group Returns 














vance they would not be dictated to 
and reiterating that stand after the 
others had climbed on the band 
wagon. Two other agencies, which 
were repcerted holding out, changed 
and signed up. McBride’s signed 
with a _ reservation, on advice of 
counsel, having 48 hours in which to 


Geary theatre, San Francisco, as first 
FTP opus to be grabbed for com- 
mercial legit house. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Holly- 
wood Playhouse. 





will be filed in the regular way 
when the committee sets the date. 











Gordon, George S. Kaufman and 
Moss Hart; written by Harold J. 
Rome and Charles Friedman; opens 
Saturday (24) night. 

‘Tebacco Read,’ Forrest (250th 
week) (C-1.107; $1.65). Still in the 
running and earning money; quoted 
at nearly $5,500. 

‘What a Life,’ Biltmore (23d week) 


r ich last sea- (C-991; $3.30). Best gross since 
iy Landing,’ ‘Bright Rebel’ and a forth- | _ Brattleboro ag ge Pot cancel, but it made no such gesture. Abbott Net Opposed opening when takings hiked well 
: son played at St. Felix Playhouse, ue 
coming novel, was awarded one of Same privilege had been accorded| George Abbott, one of the non-| past $9,500; may run through new 
~n Brooklyn, plans to reopen Oct. 31. Pp § Mee : 7 
ts the five $1,000 John Golden play-|. owill offer five new plays.|the other signatories but none is | Signing managers, declared he is not x j 
Ce wrighting fellowships. It had been p » F ieataes' Op tae elethieniete, opposed to the ticket code, stating PP. a) Gi: ae ee 
ss anticipated that one or two other After switching back and forth, | that he has always been in favor sented by. the Shuherte- written oe 
in fellowships would be awarded at the a hte the amount per ticket to be turned of ticket control. ‘I have always Cole Portes, Robast a olednae Siep. 
ce convention, but Young’s was the | was voted dow a y sae Sane Laue to the League by each agency | been in favor of the code and as | fried apes saa Sars Meoierar ‘hneenadl 
lie only one announced. It was stated | committee. It was oo vee th for policing and other purposes is | far back as August I communicated | j2st season: onens tonight (21). 
that the others would be made | likely from the outset t naa ere | 3%c. The Se nick was ruled out, | With Mr..(Paul) Turner, counsel for; ‘Yeu Can't Take It with You,’ Im- 
ma known in the near future when Sid- | actors or dramatists wou  ‘cnecs agreed to by Equity, which has the | Equity, to be sure my position on perial (93d week) (C-1,468; $1.65). 
a ney Howard, a member of the com- | ate in any plan that wou age right to assent or demur on any |the subject was sound. I was in- Will be kept funhing se lone s0 
Te mittee, returns from Hollywood. In- | their freedom peter = png ey changes in the code. Understood that | formed that it was and have been profit is —- another company 
is mele cane four — $1,000 | ee tadaed "agua ak Weems. the Government will claim half of | more recently informed that it stil] | 20'98 0M roa ih — last week. 
al- cee nt ee FREES GURERICS MAY | oN a ei ~ | the ticket money going to the /|is, he stated. viva 
3, split the remaining $4,000 into five | urers and other unions pear League’s committee. Admission tax The only way in which Abbott's ‘Lichtnin’,’ Golden (2d week) 
re or six fellowships. Among those ae remain unrepres regulations stipulate that if man-|shows can come within the code is (C-789; $3.30). Opened late last 
‘O- } cage as likely winners are mg ten y- roposal, offered by | 88€rs receive more than the box- |if he joins that organization. pat eg orga was —_ compliment- 
di- See Sklar, Robert Turney, and —— > 5 critic of the | fice price from agencies, 50% must | The manager, however, has made | Ci2..1) indiceted. faicle s not yet 
ilip Stevenson. Stated there are | Burns Mantle, drama critic 0 be t d the t lect deal with tain Aicheat ‘ clearly indicated; fairly good busi- 
m- ; 7 . ; New York Daily News, called for the | >€ turned over to the tax collector. |a deal with certain ticket agencies,! nec: Friday and Saturday. 
ail a entrants still being considered. | Ve ducers voluntarily to tax them- Bond question, which the brokers latter advancing coin on “The Boys Added 
ans were also announced for a | producer: ll Broad- | Were supposed to place as guaran- | From Syracuse,’ which had been a ‘Pj an . 
theatre on the New York World's | selves 2% of the gross of a roa . ; | ‘ ‘ ns an eedles,’ Labor Stage 
the Fair or a h tstanding | way shows in order to organize the- | tees of good faith and compliance, | practice when ticket buys were! (43d week) (R-500:; $2.75): Still ap- 
of viene eS 20: Ne CS ales ; | atre seasons on the road. It was also | has not been settled. The amount forced for all shows by managers. | proximating capacity in small thea- 
to wine —_ of the past, if _ “i detented in the executive committee. | first mentioned was $1,000, not $2,500 ,The Abbott contract with the agen- | tre: Labor unionists’ intimate revue 
ted the Th ve casts. It wes approve y | Other speakers at the session in- | 45 reported, then reduced to $250. | cies is not a buy and is unusual in| Was quoted getting $6,500. 
ind mittee. —— cluded Orson Welles, Frank Gill- | Equity, however, set back the time that the money advanced is not in WPA 
ert John G id ‘ more, who proposed an international limit for filing with the League and |exchange for tickets as first re- , One Third of a Nation,’ Adelphi 
ust trol b or preEneee Wat @ Con | th tre convention and festival next | it’s presumed that some lega! trap ported. Another unusual feature of | ‘26th week a 
oin i oerd, composed of representa- | theatr Nei was detected as a possible outcome, | the deal is that the manager guar-| ‘Haiti,’ Daly’s (30th week). 
lives of the producers, playwrights | year; Nance O'Neil, who called for a | was Ce tr ke ty Be | ‘“Prelorue to Glery,’ Ritz ‘23d 
o » Play s | : . Ay ’ . f; 2 A o cry, 1 ‘ 
re eaten in the theatre: | with the actors’ assn. apparently ;antees to refund the brokers in cash,| ....1). ., after 
on “rr actors be formed to rule the | revival mr hen Bowl N. T : Jane | playing safe. League claims that is|in the event ‘Syracuse’ does not ces; Sees. ee eee 
: egiti it | s Fuller, Paul N. Turner, Ja safe. ; r laying off Sve f -# 
hip. Sen ne eee peotect, St | Cee not the situation and that the bonds make a run. - ve weeks; originally 


*gainst outside attack, but the move 


| Wyatt and Mare Connelly. 


| played the Elliott. 
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16 Lose Pay Suit vs. Gannett 

Sixteen former editorial employees 
of the Press Co., Inc., Albany, lost 
suits to collect $1,604 vacation pay, 
which they claimed was due them 
when the. Frank E. Gannett organ- 
ization dropped them in merging 
The Knickerbocker Press and Al- 
bany Evening News in June, 1937. 
Justice Charles J. Duncan assessed 
$25 costs against the plaintiffs, who 
instituted the action last May. 

Plaintiffs and amounts for which 
they sued were: Ralph Record, 


of the now defunct New York World 
and St. Louis Post-Dispatch, began 
his career as a reporter on the West- 
liche Post and later became its city 
ed. 

Otto Pfeiffer, vice president and 
editor of the paper, has said that 
since the Nazi regime the paper had 
tough sledding. ‘The difference of 
opinion between Germans in St. 
Louis made it difficult for us,’ he 
says. ‘The pro-Nazi accused us of 
being subsidized by the anti-faction 
and the antis said Hitler was sup- 





$200; Austin J. Scannell, ex-city 
editor of the News, $150; Allen Eddy, | 
$140; Joseph D. Eddy, $80; John | 
Wanhope, $140; William P. Tarbox, | 
$150; Henry Christman, Richard W. | 
Jackson, Thomas F. Mahar, $80; | 
Charles H. Lathrop, Jack L. Mowers, | 
William B. Taaffe, Jr., and Daniel V. | 
Nero, Jr., $80 each; Thelma L. 
Breeze, $64; Mary Irene Warner, $60, 
and Alice Raymond, $60. These 
sums represented two weeks’ wages. 
All received severance pay under 
the agreement negotiated through 
the Tri-City Newspaper Guild. 

Several of the plaintiffs were also 
complainants in the action alleging 
discrimination, brought before the 
National Labor Relations Board by 
the Guild as a result of the merger. 
A recommendation that two of them 
be reinstated with back salaries was 
made last winter by Trial Examiner 
George Bokat. 





porting us. They were both wrong 
for if we had received money from | 
either side we would still be pub-'! 
lishing.’ 








Covici-Friede May Continue | 
Appears now as if Covici, Friede, , 
which ran into financial difficulties | 
some time ago, may emerge as a 
going concern. Had been indicated 
that the book publishing company, | 
now being administered by its big- | 
gest creditor, Little & Ives, the book | 
printers, would be offered to what- | 
ever publishing house could utilize | 
the firm’s assets. Richard R. Smith, | 
who publishes on his own, has been | 
called in as consultant, and Caer! 
his direction Covici, Friede is con- 
tinuing business, although in cur- 
tailed manner. 
Although Covici, Friede has been 
moved to quarters of Little & Ives, | 
book publishing concern is not only 





Street & Smith’s Slicker 


After some 85 years of pulp mag | 


publishing, during which it has been 
one of the leaders in that division, 
treet & Smith finds that of its many 
periodicals the leadership is rapidly 
being taken by a slick, svelte, 
swanky mags—Madamoiselle. 

Not exacily a surprise to the firm, 
for many a penny was poured into 
the publication for its buildup. Few 
had ever imagined that S. & S. 
would employ such 4 direct antith- 
esis to Crime Busters, Doc Savage 
Magazine, etc., as Madamoiselle, and 
so successfully. 
reverse, to a Snappy Stories issuing 
from the staid Curtis Publishing Co., 
Philadelphia, which issues the Sat- 
evevost. 

Madamoiselle is vindicated by offi- 


cal advertising records which show 


it to be the sole mag in the women’s 
field to make a gain in lineage in 
September over the same month the 
year before. 
tinued gain in lineage and circulstion 
latter around 120,000 now—when 
most of the old established ones are 
fighting to hold their ground. 


It’s comparable, in | 


Mag showing a con- | 


putting out scheduled new books but | 
: is reading manuscripts. Meyer Bell, | 
accountant called in to straighten out 

the Covici-Friede tangle, still super- 

; vising the firm’s operations, Bell 
| said to be anxious to return to his 
| own business, and likely that he will 
ao sO as soon as some more claims 
are settled, with Smith continuing | 
in full charge. 


——— 


Percy Crosby a Dualer 

Widely divergent interests of 
Percy Crosby are his cartoon strip 
| character, ‘Skippy,’ and his political 
| and economic writings. 

Crosby publishes a book every now 
and then on something that has. | 
evoked his wrath at the moment. | 
| Just now his ire is directed at com- 
munism, and he’s written a book, 
‘Would Communism Work Out in 
America?’ published by the Freedom 
| Press. Freedom Press is Crosby, 
|}and publication offices are in Mc- 
| Lean, Va., where Crosby lives. 
Crosby lets no expense stand in 
i the way of his pampleteering, for the 
|; Crosby books are ample and well | 
|made, They’re reasonably priced, | 


and when they don’t move as fast as | 


| 
| 
| 








|of press 


Defends WPA Scribblers 

Insistence on public hearing be- 
fore the Dies committee of the 
House, currently probing foreign po- 
litical menaces, came from Ellen S. 
Woodward, assistant Works Progress 
administrator in charge of art ven- 
tures Saturday (17) in Washington. 
Unless bosses of the Government cul- 
ture-relief works have a chance to 
give their slants, findings of the com- 
mittee will be subject to challenge, 
she averred. 

‘Fair opportunity to answer attacks 
is merited,’ she says, ‘because ‘a work 
of very great value is at stake,’ the 
national guide books turned out by 





| jobless scribblers holding WPA jobs. | 


sors and personnel until various 
matters can be cleared up. 
Interlude, sort of combination of 
Vogue, New Yorker, et al., being 
gotten out by Arleena Willett. Aimed 
for the smart sets above New York, 
initial issue will be kept out of the 
city. Publisher plans, however, to 
subsequently let in N.Y. and Long 
Island. Original intention to publish 
out of New York abandoned in favor 
of Connecticut. Periodical has a 
New York representative, however. 
Miss Willett editing, with John Mur- 
ray Wright as managing editor, Mag 
has social, amusements and sports 
calendars, -and general content 
ranges from fiction to fashion tipoffs. 


: . | ’ , - ; . , =} 
Quoted numerous reviews in bolster- | It'll have an extremely costly print 


well worth the cost.’ 





No Royalties to Non-Aryans 

German legit putlishers are re- 
fusing to pay royalties not only to 
German Jews, but also to foreign 
citizens of Jewish extraction, ac- 
cording to a report from Vienna, 
Rudolf Lothar, playwright, is un- 
able to get payment from Theater- 
verlag Eirich, Vienna, although he 
is a Hungarian citizen, 

Eirich refuses even to make an 


| accounting, replying that no Nazi 


firm must pay or even account to 
non-‘aryan’ authors. Lothar is suing 
the firm’s Budapest branch. All non- 
‘Aryan’ musical publishing companies 
in Vienna are in the hands of 
‘Aryans.’ 





Joe Mitchell Goes N. Y.er 

Joseph Mitchell, seven years a fea- 
ture writer for the New York 
World Telegram, has resigned, ef- 
fective Monday (26) to join the staff 
of the New Yorker. A _ frequent 
contributor to that magazine, he also 
is the author of ‘My Ears Are Bent,’ 
a tome depicting his reportorial ex- 
periences, 

Other former metropolitan news- 
papermen, such as A. J. Liebling, ex- 
N. Y. Telly, and Meyer Berger, N. Y., 
Times, are now ensconced in the 
New Yorker’s editorial dept. 





L. A. News Color Splash 
Los Angeles Morning and Evening 
News have a new three-color press, 
capable of doubling the daily output 
of both papers. New outfit will 
handle 45,000, 64-page copies an 
hour. Neither paper has made any 
recent drive for circulation because 
limitations. Adequate 
equipment indicates a hypo for sub- 

scription and ad departments. 
The News’ presses are the only 


A few other slick mags in the |he wants them to he generally | ones of their kind, due to the odd 


S. & S. chain also showing very 
well. Circulation of Pic around 
600,000 currently, and Picture Play, 
since -lopping off 5c from its price in 
June (now 10c), has had a rise in 
circulation from around 160,000 to 
approximately 250,000. 





Boston Transcript’s Showing 

Boston Evening Transcript, now 
under 77B, is shaking up personnel 
in editorial and business depart- 
ments, under supervision of new 
publisher, Lincoln O’Brien. Hearing 
on reorganization plan has been 
granted by Federal court here for 
Sept. 26. Reported sufficient new 
cupital will be imade available at 
that time for a carapaign. 

Prof. Howard Mumford Jones, of 
Harvard University’s English de- 
partment, comes in as book editor 
immediately. Charles B. Palmer, 
formerly book and magazine editor 
of the Transcript, returns to the fold 
as feature ed. Thaddeus Nichols, 
formerly of New York, is now pro- 
motional manager, ane Franklin J. 
Sherman, author, formerly with the 
Scranton, Pa., Tribune, has been ap- 
pointed editorial writer. Alexander 
J. Murray, once with Pittsburgh 
Press, is new assistant circulation 
manager. 

Trend of personnel changes, ac- 
cording to O’Brien, will be to in- 
crease the depleted city staff. Two 
‘photogs are now covering local 
events, where formerly, for about 
two years, the Transcript was strug- 
gling along with syndicated pictures 
and freelance local stuff, with no 
regular staff cameramen. 





St. L. German Paper Bankrupt 

An involuntary petition in bank- 
ruptcy filed last week against the 
Superior Press, Inc., publisher of 
the Westliche Post, one of the oldest 
newspapers in St. Louis, brought 
an end to its career, which started 
in 1857. It was the only German 


language paper in this town. Three 


employees, Gottlieb Haug, George 
Schuler and Ernest W. Keonig filed 
claims for a total of $1,022 salary. 
It was once owned and edited by 
Carl Schurz, German-American 
statesman of Civil War days. 

The late Joseph Pulitzer, publisher 


| throws in some premiums. He does 


|a good deal of newspaper advertising 
and the conservative press gives him 
a helping hand editorially. 





Philly Newsmen in the News 

Between the special grand jury 
investigation of graft and corruption 
in Philadelphia and the legislative 
inquiry in Harrisburg into irregu- 
larities by the state government last 
week, newspapermen are playing a 
prime role in Pennsylvania’s probes. 
Names of more than half a dozen 
Boswells have been called as wit- 
nesses before the two sets of investi- 
gators. 

In Philly, Charley Ellis, Inquirer; 
Roger Gibson, Bulletin, and Vince 
McGrath, Ledger, were called before 
the jury to testify concerning allega- 
tions made by the deputy attorney 
general running the probe against 
Lou Wilgarde, Mayor Wilson’s secre- 
tary. In Harrisburg, District Attor- 
ney Shelley, of Dauphin county, 
named for a prospective goingover 
by the legislative investigators E. Z. 
Dimitman, city ed of the Inquirer; 
Joe Miller, Inquirer political re- 
porter, and Frank Toughhill, Record. 





-R. L. Johnson Given Reception 

Reception tendered to Robert L. 
Johnson in New York by some 800 
leaders in the publishing and adver- 
tising field on the occasion of John- 
son’s acquisition of controlling in- 
terest in Prom2nade Magazine. Re- 
ception preceded by a day Johnson’s 
takeover of Promenade. 

One of the founders with Henry 
R. Luce of Time, Fortune and Life, 
Johnson severed his connection with 
the Luce publications about a year 
ago. His buy-in on Promenade 


marks his return to the publishing 
field, 





Paebar Switch 

Paebar Publishers, book house, has 
been acquired by Irving Barlevy, 
who’s naming it the Columbia Book 
Publishing Co. Alan F. Pater, Pae- 
bar head, to serve as editor for 
Barlevy. 

Paebar quarters and personnel | 
will be retained. Instead of limit- | 
ing the list of books, the new Co- 
lumbia will publish whatever 


format, half way between full size 
and tabloid. 





Det. Seeks ‘Salacious’ Pub Ban 

Battle for passage of Detroit city 
ordinance, banning sale of ‘salacious’ 
mags and books, was taken up again 
last week by Detroit council of 
churches. Several months ago pro- 
posed ordinance was voted down by 
city council on theory it would deny 
civil rights. 

Church council, therefore, proposes 
to redraft proposal, incorporating 
provisions protecting civil rights as 
well as ‘protecting city against salaci- 
ous literature.’ 





John K. Hutchens to Boston 

John K. Hutchens, assistant to 
Brooks Atkinson, New York Times, 
became drama and film editor of the 
Boston Evening Transcript Sept. 20, 
succeeding Mordaunt Hall, who came 
from New York two years ago to 
take over that department. 

Atkinson got his early training 
from the late H. T. Parker of the 
Transcript. 





Albany Stock Quotations 

Tempo Magazines, Inc., has in- 
creased its capital- stock from 300 
shares, 100 preferred at $100 par 
value, and 200 common at no par 
value, to 600 shares, 250 preferred at 
$100 par, and 350 common no par. 
Papers filed in Albany. 

Martha Houston Productions, Inc., 
New York, has changed its capital 
from $5,100, 50 shares preferred, 
$100 par, and 100 common, $1 par, 
to 2,500 shares, no par. 

Jackson Heights Publishing Co., 
Inc., has been chartered by Albany 
to conduct a publishing and printing 
business in Queens, with a capital 
stock of $20,000. 

Preview Magazine, Inc., has been 
chartered to conduct a publishing 
and printing business in New York. 





NEW PERIODICALS 

Preview Magazine, a monthly to 
contain advance excerpts and con- 
densations of the best scribblings 
from other mags, is to appear soon, 
Will differ from other digest mags 
in that the others reprint from the 
original after it has appeared else- 





worthwhile manuscripts it can get, | 
fiction, non-fiction and even poetry. | 





where. Projected magazine keeping 


secret for the time being its spon- 








| ing contention that the volumes are ! job. 


LITERATI OBITS THIS WEEK 
Willis Boyd ‘Alien, 83, of Boston, 


author, editor and lawyer, died in| 
At- 


Crawford Notch, N. H., Sept. 9. 
tended Boston Latin School and Har- 
vard University, ’°78. Received his 
LL.B from Boston University in 
1881. After practicing law for a 
short period, he retired in 1888 to 
write. His prose and verse appeared 
in approximately 50 mags and other 
periodicals, including the Atlantic, 
Century, Scribner’s, Harper’s, Lip- 
pincott’s, Munsey’s, North American 
Review, Nation and Dial. Among his 
books, which numbered more tian 
30, were: ‘Around the Yule Log,’ ‘The 
Boyhood of John Kent,’ ‘Called to 
the Front,’ ‘Christmas at Surf Point,’ 
‘Navy Blue,’ ‘Snowed In,’ and ‘Under 
the Pine Tree Flag.’ From 1881 to 
1893, he edited the Cottage Hearth 
Mlagazine, The Wellspring and Our 
Sunday Afternoon. In 1881 and 1882, 
he served on the staff of Gov. John 
Davis Long as quartermaster-gen- 
eral, with the rank of lieutenant- 
colonel, A sister survives. 


Frederick Karinthy, 50, one of the 
foremost among contemporary 
writers in Hungary, died in Buda- 
pest of heart failure Aug. 30. Ka- 
rinthy was prominent as a humor- 
ist and philosophical columnist. His 
play, ‘Tomorrow Morning,’ his liter- 
ary parodies, his sequels to ‘Gul- 
liver’s Travels’ and a book in which 
he gave an uncanny precise ac- 
count of his experiences during a 
dangerous illness and a brain tumor 
operation, which he underwent, are 
among valued works. 

Archibald L. MacKinnon, 47, of 
Hillsboro, N. H., former managing 
editor of the Lowell (Mass.) Courier- 
Citizen and Evening Leader, died 
Sept. 11 in a Brookline Hospital after 
a long illness. First entered news- 
paper work in Claremont, N. H., with 
the Claremont Eagle. In 1914, he 
went to Lowell as telegraph editor of 
the Courier-Citizen. He later be- 
came city editor and was managing 
editor of the combined papers from 
1921 to 1931, when he retired because 
of illness. Leaves a widow, brother 
and sister. 


Edwin Hitchcock, 39, former drama 
editor and theatre publicist, died 
Sept. 17, in Los Angeles after a long 
illness. After serving in the World 
War he was drama ed of the Los 
Angeles Record and later did pub- 
licity for Fox-West Coast and 
studios, He recently compiled a 
handbook of confidential info on 
those connected with pictures. 
Leaves widow and mother. 

Ripley Wayne Bugbee, 37, vice- 
president of the Clements Co., Phila- 
delphia advertising agency, died of 
Rocky Mountain fever in Philadel- 
phia last week. Bugbee is believed 
to have been bitten by a tick while 
on a vacation in the Canadian Rock- 
ies, from which he returned Sept, 4. 


Carl J. H. Anderson, 52, writer on 
advertising and printing, died at his 
home in Wilmington, Del., last Sat- 
urday (17) of a heart ailment. Art 
director for Hercules Powder Com- 
pany, Anderson was well known for 
his articles in the trade press. 

Clarence A. Brakeman, 73, for 22 
years editor and owner of the Chey- 
enne (Colo.) County News, weekly 
newspaper, and Associated Press 
correspondent, died at his Cheyenne 
Wells, Colo., home, Sept. 16. Mrs. 
Myrtle Brakeman, his widow, will 
continue publication of the News. 


Thomas Clayton Wolfe, 37, one of 
America’s outstanding writers, died 
Sept. 15 in Baltimore of brain in- 
fection. Among his best known books 
were ‘Look Homeward, Angel’ and 
‘Of Time and'the River.’ Wolfe, born 
at Asheville, N. C., graduated from 
the University of North Carolina 
when he was 20 and later went to 
Harvard. He was a member of 
George Pierce Baker’s 47 Workshop 
classes at Harvard and his early 
writing was largely for the theatre, 
but none of his plays was produced. 

He later became an instructor in 
English at New York University and 
remained there six years, resigning 
in 1930 when he received a Guggen- 
heim Foundation award. 





————— 


CHATTER 


Frank Sullivan changes publishers 
with his next book, going to Little, 
Brown, 

Charles Hoffman sold a story, ‘So 
Much in Common,’ to Good House- 
keeping. 

Valentine Williams, the whodunit 
fictioneer, will have his autobiog 
published soon. 

Phyllis Bottome comes over from 
the other side early next month for 
a lecture tour. 

Isaac F. Marcosson another re- 
turned traveler; to get new Sateve- 
post assignments. 

Louise Redfield Peattie sold the se. 
rial rights of her story, ‘Lost Daugh- 
ter,’ to Red Book. 

Lester Ziffren to lecture on con- 
temporary European history at U. of 
Southern California. 

Book-A-Mag has been chartered 
to conduct --a publishing-printing 
business in New York. 

Art Smith, lately a rewrite man on 
the Philadelphia Record, has joined 
the Chicago Herald-Examiner. 

Ken, Inc., has filed in Albany a 
certificate surrendering authority to 
conduct business in N. Y. state. 

Max Wallach now in full control 
of the Architects Publishing Co., 
having bought out his associate. 

William Blake’s ‘This World Is 
Mine’ hus just gone into a fifth print- 
ing. Simon & Shuster publishing. 

Michael Josephs to publish Anton 
Dolin's second book, ‘Encore Diver- 
tisement,’ in London around Christ- 
mas. 

Arthur Friedman, financial editor 
of Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, going to 
Hollywood next month on his vaca- 
tion. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Gould 
(Beatrice Blackmar), who are jointly 
editors of Ladies’ Home Journal, 
back from abroad, 

Wally Forrester, managing editor 
Pittsburgh Press, at his desk again 
after serving as a judge in Atlantic 
City beauty pageant. 

Lew Lipton’s ‘Ideas of 1939,’ com- 
pilation of best original screen 
stories of the year, will be published 
by Chatham Co., N. Y. 

Bill Faust, photo ed of the Philly 
Ledger, resigned to take a publicity 
job with the Protestant Episcopal 
Diocese of Pennsylvania. 

George A. Fisher and Richard T. 
Graham embarking in the book pub- 
lishing biz with the formation of the 
Gateway Publishing Co. 

Charles E. Still, police reporter for 
the New York Sun for nearly half 
a century, will have a book, ‘Styles 
in Crime,’ out this week. 

Ralph Thompson, New York 
Times’ week-day book crick, will 
also do book criticisms for The Yale 
Review, starting with the fall issue. 

Margaretta Byers, coauthor of ‘De- 
signing Women,’ which deals with 
women’s fashions, has joined the 
fashion staff of Good Housekeeping 
mag. 

Gladys Weston Ryan, who used to 
be an assistant editor of McCall’s 
Magazine, a new bride. Husband is 
William Stanley Lamont, a bank 
exec. 

Book publishing organization to 
issue volumes of poetry exclusively 
has been formed in N, Y. by Michael 
Everett. To be known as Poetry 
House. 

Mexico continues to lure most of 
the scribblers, with Evelyn Waugh 
the latest to go below the border 
for a look-see. Incidentally, Evelyn 
Waugh is a ‘he.’ 

Bill O’Donnell, former reporter on 
Pittsburgh Press and more recently 
assistant district attorney in Smoky 
City, just named chief of Allegheny 
county detective bureau. 

Harcourt, Brace brings out. next 
month the story of Charles Laugh- 
ton and his wife, Elsa Lanchester, 
written by latter. To be called 
‘Charles Laughton and I,’ 

Plan of M. L. Annenberg to upset 
the entire Philly newspaper picture 
by reducing the price of his Inquirer 
to 2c has apparently been shelved 
by the frantic appeals of other pub- 
lishers, 

J. Stewart Hunter has resigned his 
associate editorship with Bulletin- 
Index, class Pittsburgh weekly, to 
return to University of Pittsburgh 
faculty as instructor in English. 

New quarters of the Book and 
Magazine Guild, N. Y., officially 
opened with housewarming which 
attracted some 600 persons employed 
in the book and magazine fields. 

Donald Kirkley, dramatic and 
picture editor of the Baltimore Sun. 
will handle the amusement pages of 
the Sunday Sun, replacing Harry 
Haller, who has been moved to 
special assignments and features. 

August L. Stern, of the New York 
Journal and American rewrite stail, 
was afraid it would happen—and it 
has. After considerable research he 
completed a play on the historical 
figure, Mme. Jumel, and now a pro- 
ducer announces another play on the 
same subject. 


Some 
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Broadway 


Pat Casey returned from Coast to- 
— Overman left Friday (16) 
he Coast. ; 
for tury Kline back with ‘Kiss the 
Boys Goodbye.’ 
Basil Rathbone, on from the Coast 
to see all the shows he can, new and 





olay Hall, former editor of Pathe, 

may return to the newsreel field 
ortly. 

go Lehrer and Seaman Jacobs 

merged their p.a. biz with George D. 

Lottman’s. 

Louie Shurr, the Broadway and 
Hollywood agent, back in town for 
legit castings. 

Niteries expecting World’s Fair 
bonanzas next year, and all prim- 
ing their plans accordingly. 

Carolyn Marsh will replace Mary 
Jane Walsh in ‘I’d Rather Be Right,’ 
which reopens ir Philadelphia Oct. 3. 

Jack Oswald, head of Paramount’s 
investigation department, on Oct. 7 
celebrates his 15th anniversary with 
the company. 

The Merry-Go-Round, nee House 
of (Helen) Morgan, is now called the 
Casanova for its early preem with 
Dave Apollon. 

Charlie Williams, repatriated to 
Broadway from two years of Holly- 
wood writing and acting, yens a 
Broadway play. 

Jack Osterman, ex-VarieTy col- 
umnist, scripting for Ken Murray 
now. Debuting with an early Vallee 
guester this week, 

Tom Miead, Universal newsreel 
editor, injured by auto, is slowly re- 
covering in hospital where broken 
leg has had him bedded for nearly 
three weeks. 

Luncheon skedded at Hotel War- 
wick, Philadelohia, tomorrow (Wed- 
nesday) by Paramount for Ellen 


Drew, visiting relatives who live 
near Phillv. 

Helen Trix (Trix Sisters) and 
Grace Foster, another ex-vaude- 


villian, now have the dress shop on 
East 52nd which Bernice Haley Lang 

(Lang Sisters) founded. 

Johnny Hudgins, blackface comic, 
now in Buenos Aires playing niter- 
ies, etc. Will remain away four 
more months, playing Panama and 
Chile before returning. 

Charles A. Morla, chief assistant to 
Norton V. Ritchey, Monogram for- 
eign sales chief, sailed last week for 
a seven-week trip to Central and 
South American key cities. 

Joe Lopez now greets ’em in the 
lobby of the Stork and then flags his 
aide at the tape whom to OK for 
a ‘reservation,’ thus making it easier 
on the handling of the traffic. 

Reported Keith Goldsmith, 20th- 
Fox managing director in Shanghai, 
to wed Mrs. Willa Z. Lynn, a Brit- 
isher, this month. Goldsmith for- 
merly was in Albany for the com- 
pany. 

Harry Sobol is spokesman for the 
nitery p.a.s in their to-join-or-not- 
to-join indecision anent the TMAT. 
Cafe publicists still feel they’d rather 
stay out of the union, unless they’re 
shown wherein lies any advantage. 

Clifton Webb and Libby Holman, 
stars of ‘You Never Know,’ which 
comes into the Winter Garden to- 
night (Wed.), said to have bought 500 
seats between them for the opening 
at $5.50 to distribute among friends. 

Warner Bros. will move its film 
exchange operations for New York 
area from Film Center building to 
recently completed structure on west 
44th street. New building connects 
directly with Warner home-office 
building. 

Al Henkins, arranger and trum- 
peter with Merle Pitt band wrote a 
song around the old kid rhyme, ‘My 
Old Man,’ which Shapiro-Bernstein 


accepted for publication. The day 
song was taken, Henkins’ father 
passed away. 


Emily (Dolly) Barnes Fitzgibbon, 
first wife of late Bert Fitzgibbon, is 
living in New York. A daughter by 

is first marriage, Charlotte, also 
survives, They were divorced here 
in 1920. Fitzgibbon was killed in an 
automobile accident in Atherton, 
Cal., Aug. 28. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Harry Seeds’ lad home from New 

ork for a minor operation, mending. 

C. J. Lattas to Omaha for funeral 
of Mrs. Latta’s mother, who died 
suddenly. 

Harry Brown back from New York 
after lining up flock of legit shows 
for Nixon. 

Playhouse director Fred Burleigh 
has launched series of auditions for 
new season. 

Dance impresario Johnny Jones 
celebrates 35th wedding anniversary 
Saturday (24), 

b onn Wermuth and the new missus 
ack to the Coast after honeymoon- 
ing in the east. 


Gene Connelly bringing U. S.. 


arine Band here for two concerts 
next Monday (26), 
; John J. Maloney and Burt Bishop, 
a ‘both knocked down free trips to 
aris in M-G sales drive. 
_Half Moon Club, in nearby Steuben- 
Mn O., has picked up option of 
€rman Middleman’s band. 
_orenz Iversen succeeds Mrs. Wil- 
Maclay Hall as prez of Pitts- 
7 Symph Society this year. 
P tzi Covato back in town after ke- 
Ng voted Atlantic City’s No. 1 





orchestra this summer by seashore 
press. 

Infant son of Chester Smith, sports 
editor of Pittsburgh Press, died in a 
hospital here last week after a brief 
illness. Tot had been adopted only 
a short time before from Cradle, 
Evanston, Tl. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X,. Hurst 








Harold Bassage, director of Little 
theatre, has begun tryouts of simon- 
pures, 

Art Catlin, of UA, in town 
ranging for a special trade showing 
of ‘Drums.’ 

Kay Elbert, 17, member of Muny 


Opera chorus, passed trial test and | 


has joined ballet of San Carlo Opera 
Co., in New York. 


Tommy Tobin has returned to 
Grand National as local manager. 
Was formerly a salesman for UA. 
Bill Guinan, whom Tobin suceeds, 
will remain with GN as salesman. 


Variety club gave dinner for Percy 
Barr, secretary of local club, on eve 
of his departure for Chicago, where 
he becomes .aanager for National 
Screen Service. Held similar post 
here. 

Edward Richardson, treasurer at 
Loew’s, was presented with wrist 
watch by employees prior to trans- 
fer. to Loew’s Penn, Pittsburgh. 
Chester B. Vickery, of Pittsburgh 
house, transferred here. 

The U. S. Navy band will give 
afternoon and evening concerts in 
the Municipal Auditorium, Oct. 27, 
under cosponsorship of local units of 
the Naval Reserve and Navy Post of 
the American Legion as part of an- 
nual observance of Navy Day. 


Boston 


Nitery season over a week behind 
in openings. 





Trocadero Club made its bow 
Wednesday (14). . 
Mary Pickford interviewed on 


WNAC by Ruth Moss. 

Ann Pennington staying two weeks 
at the Crawford House. 

Dick Stutz orchestra opens the 
Brown Derby season, Friday (23). 

Sophie Tucker opened fall season 
at Benny Ginsburg’s Club Mayfair. 

Arch E. Clair closes the Totem 
Pole Ballroom at Auburndale Oct. 
12. 

Edward J. Noonan, Federal Thea- 
tre Project p.a., opened publicity of- 
fices here. 

Mildred Place, daughter of Ed 
Place, Statler Hotel and Brockton 
Fair p.a., doing press chores for the 
Brockton Fair. 

George Holland, Boston Evening 
American columnist (Boston After 
Dark), taking side trips to New York 
and sending his copy in from there. 

D. B. Stanbro, Hotel Statler man- 
ager, presented a Hotel Statler tro- 
phy for the horse show class at the 
Brockton Fair. Sally Rand did the 
awarding. 

Sammy Paine, for nearly a quarter 
of a century with RKO Keith vaude 
as booker, back in harness with the 
M Amusement Enterprises (Edmund 
J. McGuinness). 


Sydney 


By Eric Gerrick 








Will Mahoney here for Tivoli. 

Chang, magician, here for Wil- 
liamson-Tait. 

Guila Bustabo, U. S. violinist, pre- 
senting a series of recitals for Aus- 
tralian Broadcasting Commission. 

Cinesound very hopeful of selling 
‘Broken Melody’ in the U. S. Dick- 
ers on also for British market. 

Ken Asprey, Stanley Crick and 
George Dean interested in new ice 
rink due for erection in Melbourne. 

Jack Percival, former exploitation 
director for Snider-Dean, is handling 
publicity for the Stuart F. Doyle en- 
terprises. 

Ralph Clarke, Jr., sales manager 
for Warners in New South Wales, 


will spend a short vacation in U. S. | 


Dad is the boss here. 

Reissues are being tried out. Fol- 
lowing on deal by Hoyts for ‘Son of 
the Sheik,’ Greater Union bringing 
in ‘Monte Carlo’ shortly for try. 
Melbourne there’s fairly good biz 
with ‘Modern Times.’ 


Kansas City 


By John W. Quinn 








Herbert Hoover scheduled to lec- 
ture in the city auditorium Sept. 28. 

Joe Cook, m.c. of the opening an- 
nual K. C, Jubilesta, in town couple 
of days in advance. 

Jimmy Joy’s orchestra moving into 
the Muehlebach grill. Following 
Dusty Rhoades’s crew. 

Joan Davis cheered at the Tower 
where she dropped in between 
planes to catch the Jan Garber stage 
show. 

Peter Dana, new Universal district 
manager, bringing his family in from 
New York to take up permanent 
resident here. : 

Ben Marcus, Columbia exchange 
manager, host to an overflow crowd 
at the advance screening of ‘You 
Can't Take It With You’ in the Edi- 
son auditorium. 


ar- | 


In | 


London 


Walter Ellis fly-fishing in Ireland. 

Gilbert Lennox boating in Holland. 

Leslie Howard to south of France 
for holiday. 

Associated British has bought film 
rights to ‘Poison Pen.’ 

Gipsy Nina in town for a couple of 
commercial broadcasts. 

George Formby on three weeks’ 
Baltic sea cruise vacation. 

British Lion has taken over dis- 
tribution of Ace Productions. 

Bert Howell, Paris agent, in town 
—se a few French acts in vaude- 
ville. 

Buster Shaver’s (with Olive and 
George) missus and kid over here 
| for stay. 

Alphonse Berg here alone as his 
missus is too sick to travel from 
America. 

Charlie Forgythe organizing a re- 
union dinner of ex-service members 
in vaudeville. 

John Argyle is making an Irish 
film based on the song and titled 
‘My Irish Molly.’ 

Lee Donn got Frank Niel to post- 
pone his Australian tour to continue 
his English dates. 

Max Miller's father off to Holly- 
wood shortly, where he spends six 
months each year. 

Vaudeville bookers here making 
offers to Maurice Chevalier, but he 
isn’t free this year. 

Vie Oliver has 23 weeks of vaude- 
ville in London with General The- 
atres Corp. for 1939. 

Grace Moore booked for a concert 
in aid of Queen Mary’s hospital at 
Albert Hall Nov. 1. 

Kjeld Abell, author of ‘Melody 
That Got Lost,’ adapting ‘Idiot’s De- 
light’ for Denmark. 

Lilli Palmer to play lead in “Tree 
of Eden,’ by Kenneth Horne, pro- 
duced by Claude Gurney. 

Covent Garden Ballet, now en 
route to Australia for six monhts, 
goes to Africa after that, 

‘Idiot’s Delight’ celebrating its 
200th performance, with show ca- 
pacity since Lee Tracy’s opening. 

Despite limited supply of ace pic- 
tures and war scares, exhibitors ad- 
mit healthy takings at their cinemas. 

Reported Isidore Ostrer assisting 
Lou Jackson to secure English dis- 
tribution of Grand National Pictures. 

Mabel Green, former musical com- 
edy star, inherited $200,000 from her 
South African husband, Julius Wets- 
lar. 

Imperator Films’ production of 
‘The Return of the Frog’ for British 
Lion has been completed at Beacons- 
field. 

The Irving Tishmans considering 
settling down in France and mak- 
ing a couple of trips to America an- 
nually. 

Eric Blore will appear in the War- 
ner production of ‘A Gentleman’s 








| 





stooge. 

Ballerina Markova_ sustained 
sprained ankle while rehearsing at 
Covent Garden, and is out for 
a while. 

David MacDonald, who megged 
‘This Man Is News’ for Pinebrook, 
is contracted for two more for that 
concern. 

Red Diamond (Three Diamond 
Bros.) has broken rib which he got 
first night of their opening at the 
Palladium, 

Library deal of ‘Wild Oats,’ the 
Firth Shepherd musical at the 
Prinees theatre, extended till end 
of December. 

Niel McKay, actor, and Cyril Law- 
rence, formerly Lew Leslie’s man- 
ager in London, have filed petitions 
in bankruptcy. 

Lawrence Wright has bought an 
old castle on the Blackpool North 
Shore, which he intends to turn into 
a picture theatre. 

Palace theatre management con- 
sidering staging musical shows twice 
nightly at . cheap. prices under 
Charles B. Cochran. 

Nat Gonella’s band out of the Jack 
Taylor revue, ‘King Revel,’ although 
the remainder of the cast is staying 
for run of the show. 

Robert Donat lays off for six 
weeks before starting filming of ‘Mr. 
Chips.’ His contract calls for these 
holidays after each picture, 

Claimed ticket agencies bought 
$200.000 worth of seats for ‘Running 
Riot’ before it opened at the Gaiety. 
beef saw it at the tryuut in Black- 

ool. 

, African Theatres circuit months ago 
closed dec:, with RKO for ‘Snow 
White’ after protracted negotiations, 
playing the entire circuit early next 
month. 

| ‘Last Train South’ closed at St. 
Martin’s Sept. 3 afier a month. Suc- 
|eeeded by ‘Tobias and the Angel,’ 
|revival transferring from Open Air 
| theatre. 

Walter ‘Dare’ Wahl has bought a 
|home and three acres of land in 
|Poland for his 72-year-old dad in 
|celebration of Wahl's getting his 
| American citizenship. 

Queen Mary has promised to at- 
_tend preem of ‘Sixty Glorious Years’ 
lat the Odeon, Oct. 14, with charity 
| benefitting. Picture gets general re- 
{lease in United Kingdom at Christ- 
mas. 

| Stanley Bell, general stage director 
for Sir Oswald Stoll at the Coliseum, 
| looking over the show, says he is not 
| handling the vaudeville, but is now 





| chiefly located in the Stoll head of- 


| fices. 
Due to success of ‘The Lady Van- 
ishes,’ first in a deal for three pic- 


Gentleman,’ with David Burns as his 


tures to be made by Gainsborough 
for Metro, the American coneern is 
already in negotiation for additional 
product from the same source. 

Clifford C. Fischer said to want 
Ross and Stone for his International 
Casino, N. Y., show for next March, 
with run-of-show contract. Condi- 
tion is that team go with show when 
it opens in London after New York 
run. 

‘Comedienne’ leaves the Haymar- 
ket, going into the Aldwych as two- 
for-oner, with ‘Lot’s Wife,’ switching 
to the Savoy, also one two-for-oner 
basis. ‘On Borrowed Time’ follows 
former into the Haymarket, latter 
leaving Saturday (24). 

While in New York Victor Payne- 
Jennings secured the English righis 
to ‘On Borrowed Time,’ in associ- 
ation with Phillips Holmes. Stuart 
Watson also associated on production. 
Latter will appear in London in the 
N. Y. role created by Frank Conroy. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 








Excelsior Amusement park closed 
for winter. 

Minneapolis Symph plans series of 
special concerts with name soloists. 

Clarence Sakol, of Paramount ad 
sales department, promoted to 
booker. 

Local United Artists’ branch still 
in first place nationally in 20th an- 
niversary drive. 


more elaborate clubrooms in Hoiel 
Nicollet with gala party. 

Warren Anderson, Warner Bros. 
booker, out of hospital and on road 
to recovery after long illness. 

N. L. Nathanson, head of Canadian 
Famous Players, here on visit with 
brother, B. L. Nathanson, of Mono- 
gram. 

Under present plans, Benny Good- 


here, will do his broadcasting from 


theatre’s stage as part of regularly 
scheduled performance. 


Claire James, Atlantic City bath- 


Horace Heidt. 


Philadelphia 


By Herb Golden 








for few days. 
Republic readying for its 
building on old Columbia site. 
George Aarons’ wife well on way 
to recuping from serious operation. 
Dave Molliver’s new car ignited 
| right in front of his office last week. 


new 





| Short circuit. 


Cal Core, inspector for the Censor 
Board, giving speaking lessons to 


Democratic candidates. 
him, 
day (26). 


screening of ‘Snow White’ 


Harbor, N. J., theatre. 


Budapest 








here. 


branch here. 
Jean Murat, French film star, va- 
cationing in Budapest. 


Hunnia studio. 


tures the once over. 

J. H. Seidelmann, Universal's vice 
prez here recently with J. Birkhahn, 
U’s east European manager, 

Gustav Olah, 
Opera House, may direct screen 
version of ‘Janos Vitez.’ 

Pola Negri expected here to play 


a Budapest-background feature. 

Geza Bolvary producing and di- 
recting German and Hungarian ver- 
sions of the feature, ‘Storm Over the 
Steppe.’ 

Coming season will bring 2,000th 
Shakespeare performance at the 
Budapest National theatre. Occa- 
sion will be celebrated by perform- 
ance of ‘As You Like It,’ in a new 
translation by Lorincz Szabo, 


Chicago 


Gene Murphy, of Loew’s in town 
to publicize Freddie Bartholomew 
personal tour. 

Harry Sherman, former president 
of local 306, musicians union, to 
Mayo Clinic for observation. 

Harold Kennedy, Coast booking 
chief for the Bowes office, in town 
for a squint at the major’s unit in the 
State-Lake. 

Switch in plans on ‘I'd Rather Be 
Right,’ will send the George M. 
Cohan musical into the mammoth 
Auditorium opera house, Nov. 27, in- 











stead of the regular legit Grand. 


Twin City Variety club opened | 


man, during Orpheum engagement 


ing beauty pageant runnerup and 
former Minneapolitan, stopped over 
en route to Hollywood and was in- 
troduced from Orpheum stage by 


Morgan Kaufman to New York 


Shrine Circus set here for the 
Arena Nov. 7-14, by George Hamid. 
Robert H. Morton on the scene for 

First general meeting of Variety 
club this season called by Chief 
Barker Jack Beresin for next Mon- 

Jack Greenberg arranged private 


(RKO) 
for nuns in convent near his Stone 


Metro’s ‘Public Hero No. 1’ banned | to 


Columbia opening an independent 


‘The Witch of Leanyvar,’ book by 
Karoly Lovik, now being shot at 


Wesley Ruggles, here on a visit, 
gave several Hungarian feature pic- 


stage manager of 


in French and German versions of 


Hollywood 


Benny Rubin to Chicago. 

Roy Rogers to Portland. 

Pat Casey to Washington. 

J. W. Piper here from Japan. 

Lee Carson here from Chicago. 

Dorothy Frank in from Frisco. 

Charles Gentry in from Detroit. 

Sidney Kent in from New York. 

Corey Ford planed in from Alaska. 

Walter Frisby on British holiday. 

Arthur Housman in from New 
York. 

Len Warren here from New Zea- 
land. 

Frank and Mrs. Lloyd off for Eu- 
rope. 

Sig Marcus recovering from 








ill- 


| ness. 
| Eliott Nugent in from eastern 
| tour. 
| Edward Ebele back from world 
tour, 


' Robert Richman sailing to Hons- 
ulu. 

Burglars prowled Gladys George's 
home. 

Jack Leighter back on the job after 
illness. 

Harry Hammond Beale’s office was 
robbed. 

Elizabeth Patterson home from the 
hospital. 

Leland Hayward celebrated a 
birthday. 
| Jackie Cooper celebrated his 16h 
| birthday. 
| Roy Evans to Big Springs, Tex., for 
| roundup. 

Tito Guizar hosting Mexican soc- 


cer team. 
Brothers back 





Shore 
from N.Y. 

Evelyn Keyes laid up with ap- 
pendicitis. 

Noel Busch ogling 
Time mag. 

Al O’Keefe and Charles Feldman 
to Chicago. 

Isa Miranda in from New England 
motor tour. 

George Borthwick in from N. Y, 
for vacation. 

John Lee Mahin laid up with a 
broken foot. 

George Cehanovsky here for opera 


studios for 


appearances. 
Cee Glade in from Manhattan for 
Bowl opera. ‘* - 


Tony Martin back 
personal tour. 

James Stewart got 
pilot’s license. 

Barbara Jaques to wed Gil Winne- 
guth, non-pro. 

Harry DeShon hunting in Palo- 
mar mountains. 

Jack Carson in Milwaukee visiting 
his sick mother. 

Edith Head back from gander at 
European styles. 

William Ludwig to marry Susan 
Risenfeld Oct. 2. 

Luise Rainer ill with cameras 
shooting around her. 

John Howard moved into his new 
Brentwood hacienda. 

Tommy Wright and Jimmy O'Toole 
left Metro’s flackery. 

Frances Hyland and Albert Ray 
back from northern tour. 

Claude Rains to his Pennsylvania 
farm after present chore.: 

Irene Rhodes announced her en- 
gagement to Arthur Lyons. 

Nancy Kelly thrown from a horse 
on location in Pineville, Mo. 

Jackie Coogan teaching moppets 
at Maurice Kosloff’s drama school. 

Walter Wanger and Fredric March 
os eg frat brothers of Alpha Delta 

Harold Lloyd and Ralph Bellamy 
a a bowling alley in River- 
side. 

Ann Robinson and Paul M. Mac- 
Williams announced their intention 


wed. 
Bob Reeds, out of the hospital 
after seven weeks, going back to 
Toronto, 


from eastern 


his private 








Paris 


By Hugo Speck 





Felix Rosan to Nice. 

Earl Leslie to Berlin, 

Harris Twins to Rio. 

Radio Cite enlarging offices. 

Lew Lehr in on short vacash. 

Harold Smith in from Venice. 

Kate de Nagy in from Geneva. 

Fred Payne back from Riviera. 

Reva Reyes back from Brussels. 
> elas Everett Horton to Enge 
and. 

‘March of Time’ did film on French 
army. 

New revue opening at Chez les 
Nudistes. 

Mitty Goldin setting new variety 
show at AEC 

Corrine Luchaire, in from Venice, 
completing ‘Conflit.’ 

Marbeth Cinema open again after 
summer shuttering. 


‘Brave New World’ opening at 
Theatre de |’Oeuvre. 
‘Algiers’ (UA) called ‘Casbah 


d’Alger’ here at Caesar cinema. 

Jean Pierre Aumont signing to 
play opposite Annabella in ‘Hotel du 
Nord.’ 

_ Gustave Quinson giving up direc- 
tion of Theatre du Palais-Royal after 
30 years. 

Lys Gauty making film debut in 
‘La Goualeuse,’ which Frenand 
Rivers is making. 

Sir John Maxwell looking over 
possibilities of buying English re- 
make rights for French film hits. 

‘Alexander's Ragtime Band’ (20th) 
called ‘La Folle Parade’ here, open- 
ing at Le Paris, long top Champs- 
Elysees showcase for Metro product. 
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PAULINE FREDERICK 


screen actress for past 35 years, died 
Sept. 19 in her Beverly Hills home 
after an asthma attack. Inhalator 
squad failed to revive her. 

Deceased made 


chorus girl in 1902 in 


OBITUARIES 


| 
| 
| 


stage debut as agency in Chicago. 
‘Rogers | with NBC Chicago and was the net- 





| operation for mastoids on Sept. 14. 
Pauline Frederick, 53, stage and) At the time of his death Barrett was 


chief of the Chicago office of WOR, 
Newark. 

Previously he had been radio time 
buyer for Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
Had also been 


Brothers in Harvard,’ but thereafter | work’s liaison man with the World’s 


she shunned musicals. Among her 
early plays were ‘Little Gray Lady,’ 
‘Girl in White,’ ‘Samson,’ 
Estate,’ ‘The Dollar Mark,’ ‘Joseph 
and His Brethren,’ 

She turned to pictures in 1915 and 
remained away from stage for eight 


years. Her films included ‘The 
Eternal Flame,’ ‘Mrs. Dane’s Defense,’ 
‘Zaza, ‘La Tosca,’ ‘Fedora,’ ‘Bella 


Donna,’ ‘Madam X,’ ‘Devil’s Island,’ 
*Roads of Destiny.’ 

Returning to the stage in 1923 she 
occasionally took time out for pic- 
tures and appeared in Such produc- 
tions as ‘On Trial,’ ‘Mumsie,’ ‘Evi- 
dence, ‘This Modern Age,’ ‘The 
Sacred Flame,” ‘My Marriage.’ Her 
last film was ‘Ramona’ at 20th-Fox. 


She did many stage revivals along | 
She had| 


Coast between pictures. 
been married five times, among 
her husbands being Willard Mack. 





CHARLES E. COOK 
Charles E. Cook, 53, former circus 
technician and lately with Para- 
mount, died Sept. 17, at his home in 
West Los Angeles after a heart at- 


tack. He had finished an assignment | 


IN MEMORIAM 


MARK A. LUESCHER 


Died Sept. 20, 1936 
In Our Hearts and Memory Always 


FAMILY 





as unit manager on the film, ‘Tf I 
Were King,’ and was preparing for 
the start of ‘Union Pacific’ when 
stricken. 

In his youth he joined the Gaskell 
carnival in Texas as an electrician, 
later moved to the Al G. Barnes cir- 
cus and traveled for 23 years under 
the big top. He was the first to install 
electricity in a circus, 


| 


‘Fourth |; vive. 


| 





| 
} 
] 
} 
| 





Surviving are | Carroll 


Fair during 1933-1934. 
Widow and three daughters sur- 
Burial in Chicago. 


CHARLES KINGSBURY YOUNG 


Charles Kingsbury Young, 45, for- | 
New | 


mer concert pianist, died in 


| Rochelle, N. Y., Sept. 14. 


In recent years he had been teach- 
ing in New Rochelle, and was ac- 
companist for the Huguenot Glee 


iClub. His widow survives. 





NONA LEE 
Mrs. Lloyd Tracy Dodd (Nona 
Lee), 22, radio singer, died in child- 
birth, Sept. 15, in Los Angeles. 
She made her radio debut 12 years 
ago and later appeared in opera on 
the Coast. The child died with her. 





INEZ FORMAN 
Inez Forman Greig, 74, one time 
Shakespearean actress, died Sept. 9 
in Pasadena. 
As Inez Forman she played for 
years on the Keith and Proctor Cir- 
cuit. Surviving is a daughter. 





FRANK MURRAY 
Frank Murray, 29, technician @t 
Metro studio, died Sept. 14 in Los 
Angeles. 





MILDRED GAULT 
Mildred Gault, 33, film dancer, 
died Sept. 15, in a sanitarium near 
Los Angeles. 





Mrs. Elsie Gray, 37, wife of Danny 
Gray, chief of Metro’s film editing 
department, died Sept. 15 in Beverly 
Hills. 





MARRIAGES 


Shirley Lucile Young to Vance 
in Los Angeles, Sept. 11. 


his widow, a son, a sister and two) Bride is film player; he’s a director. 


brothers. 





T. NELSON DOWNS 

T. Nelson Downs, ‘King of Koins,’ 
died Sept. 11 at his home in Mar- 
shalltown, Ia., following a three-year 
illness. A number of well-known 
magicians attended the funeral, 
which was held in Marshalltown, 
Sept. 13. 

Downs was known for many years 
as about the cleverest coin manipu- 
lator before the public and his repu- 
tation had carried him to European 
countries, where he had exhibited 
his deftness before crowned heads 
and gala audiences. He became skill- 
ful in handling coins during his 
youthful days as a clerk in a Mar- 
shalltown bank. 





VALERIE BERGERE 

Valerie Bergere, 71, former stage 
and screen actress, died Sept. 16 in 
Hollywood. Born in Alsace-Lor- 
raine, Miss Bergere made her Amer- 
ican debut in San Francisco stock in 
1882, and played in legit, musical 
comedy and vaudeville for 43 years. 
Her last stage appearance was. in 
*Moon Over Mulberry Street’ in 1935. 

In her picture career she played 
for a time with Warners and finished 
with a part in ‘Miss America’ at RKO 
in 1937. Surviving is her husband, 
Herbert Warren. 





JOHN R. RITCHIE 

John Robertson Ritchie, 55, who 
@s a contractor built theatres in 
Mechanicville and Plattsburg and as 
a sculptor did a bas relief of Sonja 
Henie recentiy placed in the new 
Field House at Saratoga Springs, 
died at his home in that city Sept. 12. 

A native of Scotland and a veteran 
of the Boer War, he directed many 
amateur theatrical productions in the 
Saratoga area. 





KENNETH L. SMITH 

Kenneth L. Smith, an executive of 
fadio station XEBZ, Mexico City, 
died Sept 7 at his home in the Mexi- 
can capital. 

He was a native of Elizabeth, N. J., 
and had been a resident of Mexico 
for 25 years. Burial was in Mexico 
City. He is survived by his widow, 
his mother, a son, and two daugh- 
ters. 





R. J. BARRETT, JR. 
Roscoe Barrett, Jr., 35 died in Chi- 
cago of pneumonia following an 


Helen Ince to Frank Kerwin in 
Beverly Hills, Sept. 15. Bride is 
widow of Ralph Ince, film producer, 
he’s Hollywood night club owner. 

Maryalice Riley to Warren Mead 
in Milwaukee, Sept. 8. He’s an- 
nouncer with WTMJ, Milwaukee. ° 

Joan Palmer to Charles Kaufman 
in Beverly Hills, Sept. 14. He's a 
film writer. 

Judy Kish to Biily Cornell in 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 10. He's with 
Jimmy Peyton’s orchestra at Plaza 
cafe, Pittsburgh. 

Mary Kirby to 'Thomas Conrad 
Sawyer in Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Bride is Sandra Bruce, WCOP, Bos- 
ton, announcer and hostess; he’s 
Coast NBC and CBS writer. 

Edna Strong to Everett Marshall 
in Fort Worth, Tex., Sept. 16. Bride 
is dancer; he’s a singer. 

Shirley Ross to Ken Dolan in Los 
Angeles, Sept. 18. Bride is film 
player; he’s Hollywood agent. 

Genevieve Tobin to William 
Keighley, Yuma, Ariz., Sept. 19. 
agg is film player; he’s film direc- 
or. 





Fair Preview 
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housed in the Business Building at 
night. Tariff is marked at $1 a head 
as entrance fee only with extras for 
a peek at attractions inside or par- 
ticipation in numerous games housed 
in tents, resembling a rural state 
fair. 

The outdoor carnival in the aft- 
ernoon will include a bdtanical gar- 
den tea party modelled after the 
European idea in which stage and 
screen names will mingle with the 
public and clip ‘em $1 apiece for 
autographs. Rest will be a tent for 
the presentation of one-minute 
thrillers and comedies with im- 
promptu casts culled from names 
present, but done with prepared 
scripts. A two-bit-a-dance tent, with 
Equity choristers to trip with; a 
gambling tent; crochery smashing 
booth; one for pie-throwing where 
customers can pay 50c for a custard 
and either eat it or throw it at a 
colored target; a makeup tent where 
femmes will be nicked $2 to be 





taught makeup; and various other 


games and gadgets Jesigned to sep- 
arate escorts from their wad, 


| ‘I Want to Be an Actcr’ radio pro- 
| gram has been suggested with sound 
| recording apparatus and experienced 
actors in attendance. In the evening, 
plans call for a revue to be staged 
in the dual-winged Business Build- 
ing with a tri-cornered stage to al- 
lew an audience in each wing. Tar- 
iff here would range from $3 to $10. 
show will comprise half a dozen 
sketches prepared !y the Authors 
League, backed by production num- 


ers for which the choruses of “I 
Married an Angel,’ ‘You Never 
Know,’ the Rockettes from the Ra- 
dio City Music Hall, and the Gae 


Foster Girls from the Roxy are be- 
ing sought. 

Names connected with the affair 
list Rachel Crothers, as general di- 
rector; John Goiden, executive di- 
rector; Antoinette Perry, executive 
secretary; Dwight Deere Wiman, ex- 
ecutive producer; Ashley Miller, 
general secretary, and Leon Leoni- 
doff and Robert H. Burnside as pro- 
ducers, latter names as yet being 
doubtful. Stars who have wired or 
mailed agreements to be on hand if 
in the vicinity are Irving Berlin, 
Fred Stone, Jimmie Durante, Mau- 
rice Evans, Walter Hampden, Dennis 
King, Grace George, Lanny Ross, 
Nazimova, Frank Craven, Ina Claire, 
Jane Cowl, Otis Skinner and pro- 
ducers Mare Connolly and Brock 
Pemberton. Others have not yet 
been heard from. 








Vaude Revival 











(Continued from page 1) 





is the host of film and radio players 
available for p. a.’s. 

As far as standard vaude taient is 
concerned, there hasn’t been as much 
of a depreciatior. in ranks as pop- 
ularly supposed. Nitery work, plus 
in a smaller measure the WPA 
projects, has kept them going. Per- 
usal of the numerous agents’ lists 
shows that comparatively little of 
the talent around a few years ago 
has dropped completely out of the 
biz. In fact, so many of the acts 
are still around it’s incongruous in 
comparison with the terrific skid of 
vaude itself. 

Comedy Acts a Problem 

Rather than a lack of talent, the 
theatres, if and when a _ general 
‘vaude revival’ eventuates, will be 
faced with two other major prob- 
lems. First will be the question of 
sufficient playable comedy acts; (2), 
break-in time. 

’ One hinges upon the other. Com- 
edy acts need development, some- 
thing they haven’t had for a number 
of years because of the complete ex- 
tinction of break-in time. Even the 
smallest indie houses in the past few 
years have demanded tried and 
standard acts, refusing to take a 
chance with unknowns. 

It has been proven in the past on 
numerous occasions that the nitery 
comics are usually n. g. in theatres; 
their material, as a rule, being too 
topical of the nocturnal life for gen- 
eral public consumption. The strictly 
radio comics also have ‘oo frequently 
failed to impress on a stage, this be- 
ing due chiefly to the lack of stage 
presence and training on the part of 
most of them. 

Both of these type of acts would 
need extensive break-in dates before 
being acceptable in major and de- 
luxe stageshow houses. It will be 
an absolute need for the circuits to 
each .et aside a certain amount of 
break-in playing time, as in the past, 
in order to provide themselves with 
the major ingredient of a vaudeville 
layout—comedy. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Irving Rubine, son, 
in Glendale, Cal., Sept. 13. Father 
is in Warners’ publicity debartment. 

Mr, and Mrs, Ken MacKaig, son, 
in Los Angeles, Sept. 15. Father is 
film salesman for United Artists, L.A. 

Mr. and Mrs. Georgie Price, son, 
Sept. 15, 1938, in New York. He’s the 
former comedian, now a_ stock 
broker; she was Lorain Manners pro- 
fessionally. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charlie’ Berns, 
daughter, Sept. 17, 1938, in New 
York. He’s of Jack & Charlie’s 21 
Club, N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Griffin, son, in 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 15. Mother is the 
-former Peggy Dogherty, vaude and 
stock player. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Guild, 
daughter, in San Francisco, Sept. 15. 
Father is m.c. and writer at KSFO, 
Frisco. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Nimmons, son, 
in Dallas. Father is program direc- 
tor of WFAA, Dallas. 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 
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East 


John A. Lardner, son of the late 
| Ring W. Lardner, married in Elkton, 
|Md., Thursday. Hazel Hairston 
| writer, party of the second part. 


| Lotte Lehman carried out her an- 
| nounced intention and took out first 
| citizenship papers in New York last 
| Thursday. She is herself an Ayran, 
but her stepsons had a Jewish moth- 
;er and came under the ban. The 
three boys had already taken out 
| first papers. 

Scarecrow contest one of the come- 
ions at New Canan (Conn.) flower 
ishow. Second prize went to an ef- 
figy of Mae West. 

Mrs. Emily Ringling to receive 
$50,000 and interest on a note given 
her by the circus magnate shortly 
before their marriage. Has been in 
dispute since his death. 

Job of handling the Movie Quiz 





SE ee 


tions Contest Co., which will put 500 
clerks on the job of working over 
the answers. 

| Jewel theatre, six of whose staff 
| were recently pinched for conduct- 
\ing a lottery, to carry the case to the 


neys for the theatre announced last 





| istrates’ court adjourned to Oct. 4. 
Louis Reynolds, of the tobacco 


| family, defending his wife’s suit for | 


|temporary alimony, presents the affi- 
|davit of Julie Donahue Higgins in- 
i|volving Charles MacArthur and 


Cael Haskett, radio exec, in coun- 


ter charges. 

Am rican Gilbert and Sullivan 
Productions, amateurs, wants some 
Hall, 

Natalie Bodanya, of the Met, can- 
celd her date at the Venice Music 
Festival next Sunday (25) because of 
the recent Italian enactments against 
the Jews. 

’ Friedrich Schorr, Wagnerian bari- 
tone, appointed vocal advisor for 
Met Wagner productions. To train 
young American singers in the Wag- 
nerian tradition. 

Benjamin C. Cutler, orch leader, 
given his choice between a $25 fine 
and 10 days in jail for driving his 
car into the East river. Explained 
he had played several engagements 
and was sleepy. 

‘Night of Stars,’ Palestine benefit, 
set for Nov. 16 at the Mad. Sq. 
Garden, 





just Playwrights Co. 

Bruce Barton ‘he fall guy at the 
Circus Saints and Sinners last week. 

Murray Mintz, of Brooklyn, waived 
extradiction and will be taken to 
Kansas City to face a charge of ship- 
ping lascivious reading matter be- 
tween K. C, and Chicago. 

Gang puncturing tires and slash- 
ing upholstery in parked cars in 
Flatbush section of Brooklyn for no 
apparent reason. 

Fur coat worth $60,000 to figure in 
the Radio City Music Hall revue 
opening tomorrow. Took 16 years to 
collect the pelts of albino mink from 
which it is fashioned. 

Gus Boell, die sinker, given a 10- 
day suspended sentence in Flushing 
court Thursday. He intended to jump 
from the top of the trylon at the 


his ’chute got wet and he was afraid 
to climb down. Rescued by steel 
workers, so newsreel men, who had 
| been tipped off, got some fuotage. 
Helene Pons designed the cos- 
; tumes for ‘Mme. Capet.’ 
Little Carnegie, picture house, re- 
opens after a four weeks’ shut. 
Morton and Herbert Minsky to 
convert the National Wirter Garden, 
their original burlesque home, to a 
picture theatre, showing Soviet films. 
Coe Glade sang ‘Carmen’ at the 
Center theatre, N. Y., Thursday 
night, hopped a plane for Hollywood 
the following day to sing in the 
Legion production of ‘Gettysburg’ 
the 23rd. Back by plane the next 
day to sing her second ‘Carmen.’ 
A. C. Blumenthal mentioned in the 
bankruptcy schedules of the. gown 
shop operated by Mrs. Gloria Mor- 
gan Vanderbilt and her twin sister, 
Lady Furuess. Owes $375 on an 
original order for about $1,000 worth 
of clothes for an unnamed picture 
actress. Directed to appear Sept 30 
for examination befo _ trial. 
Werner Bateman, of ‘Victoria Re- 
sina,’ reported to be in trouble in 
Germany. He went over on a vaca- 


Wayne Morris, making a p. a. at 
the N. Y. S'--nd last week, denied 
that a marviage between himself and 
Betty Jane Ferzuson was impending. 
Says they're t i ing about it, but 
want to wait a yerr 
: ?A Federzl “Ausic Project ask- 
ing for ovuses to play at the Forum 
Laboratory concerts at Carnegie 


chamber music hall. 

Stephen Czoka, Hungarian, won 
the first prize in the outdoor art 
exhibit in Washington Sq. That got 
him a check for $25. 

Fire in the newsprint warehouse 





contest given to Radio and Publica- ' 


supreme court if necessary, attor- | 


week. Preliminary hearing in mag- ' 


more chorus people. Office Steinway. | 


Playwrights Producing Co. is now 
| 


World's Fair, but the wind gave out, | 


tion and now he can’t get out again. | 


next the N. Y. Journal office drove 
20 men from teir desks. Paper a 


| total loss. Staff moved to the com- 

|posing room and go‘ Saturday's 
paper out fr there. 

| Transient visitors to the N. Y, 


World’s Fair arriving over the N. Y. 
| Central to be dumped at the 138th 
street station. Taken from there by 
bus over the Triborouvh bridge. 

Artur Rubinstein, Polish pianist, 
cancels his Italian tour and sends 
back a decoration. Protest over the 
treatment of the Jews in Italy. Will 
come to the U. S. instead. 

Theatre Education League, suggest- 
ed by Theatre Council, to lecture 
| high school pupils.* 

Harry Sothern, nephew of E. H. 
Sothern, became an American citi- 
zen last week. Playing in ‘Shadow 
and Substance.’ 

‘Made in Japan,’ New Theatre 
prize play by Maurice Stoller, to get 
| a musical setting by Elie Siegmeister. 
' Preemed next month. 

Brooklyn homicide court has held 
Solon Schulman without bail on a 

charge of homicide. Charged with 
| killing Nathan Kline, projectionist 
of the Queens theatre, Jamaica. 
Committee announces that five 
| questions in the Movie Quiz are in- 
correct, due to errors. Any answer 
will be adjudged correct. 

Music school of the N. Y. Assn. 
| for the Blind opened its 3lst season 
| Monday. Marjorie Harding, of the 
|; Women’s Symphony orch, prexy. 
John Moses, son of the late Harry 
' Moses, mulling production plans. 





Coast 





Suit of Jeff Davis against Para- 
mount was transferred from Su- 
perior to Federal court in L. A. 
Hobo ‘king’ wants $50.000 and back 
pay for working in ‘The Arkansas 
Traveler.’ Suit was shifted because 
{Paramount is a New York corpora- 
tion. 

Will of Max Factor, makeup art- 
ist, filed in Los Angeles, left all stock 
in the cosmetic business to be divi- 
ded equally among four sons and 
two daughters. Remainder of the es- 
tate, $100,000 in personal property 
and $16,000 in real estate, goes to 
the widow, Mrs. tennie Factor. 
| Sidney B. Factor, son of the late 
Max Factor, was sued for $200,000 
heart balm by Mildred O’Bryant, 
former employe of the Hollywood 
cosmetic firm. 

Glenn Morris, film actor and fore 
mer Olympic decathlon champion, 
| was sued for divorce in L i 

Paramount studio and its physi- 
cian, Dr. H. J. Strathern, were 
granted a new trial in the $500,000 
action brought by Irene Bennett, 
_actress, ‘vho claimed her health was 
damaged permanently. by an incor- 
rect diagnosis. First trial in L. A. 
resulted in a iudgment of $8,500 for 
; Miss Bennett. 
| Richard Tucker, screen player. ob- 
| tained a divor 2 in L, A. from Erma 

Deen, singer. 
; Jane Wyma’ screen player, made 
!an out-of-court settlement of $29,662 
! commission suit by Harry Rosen, 
Hollywood agent, 

Peggy Fears’ salary at Phil Selze 
nick’s nitery in Hollywood was at- 
, tached for $154 grocery bill. 

Maxine Coleman, nigh‘ club enter- 
tainer, won a divorce in L. A. from 
Virgil Creason. 

John W. Considine, Jr.. film pro- 
ducer, was sued for $150.000 in L. 
A. by his cousin, Vera L. Donnellan, 
who charged false arrest. 

Arthur J. Beckhard, Santa Bar- 
bara theatrical producer, was held 
on a charge of negligent homicide as 
a result of the traffic deaths of Pa- 
tricia Marian Kelley and Frank C. 
Joyce, Jr., in Beverly Hills, Aug. 27. 

I. C. Overdorff, president, and FEd- 
ward Rose, vice-president of the 
National Talent Pictures Corp., were 
ordered to trial in L. A. on grand 
theft. charges. 

Freddie Rich, orchestra leader, 
was sued in L. A. by his former 
wife, Eula Mariene Rich, for sepa- 
rate maintenance of $500 a month 
and $2,500 attorney fees. Mrs. Rich 
also asks $2,000 arrears on an alie 
mony judgment awarded in New 
York. 

Convicted of conspiring to per- 
form an _ illegal operation, from 
, which the victim died, Robert Gil- 
bert, one-time vaude hypnotist, who 
billed himself as ‘The Great Gilbert,” 
awaited sentence in Los Angeles. 





| AGMA’s Switch 


Ted Carr, assistant executive-sec- 
retary of the American Guild of Mu- 
sical Artists, left New York last week 
to take charge of the: organization’s 

_Los Angeles office for the next three 
| months, Ernest Charles, who has 
been handling the Coast office, re- 
places him in the homeoffice. 

| Shift is a routine matter to fami- 
| liarize both with the AGMA setup 
‘at each end. 
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Reading Fair Was 
Plenty Wet; Bingo 
Declared Legal 


Reading, Pa., Sept. 20. 

Reading Fair, closing Sunday (18) 
ran into its fourth rainy day in five 
days and postponed its automobile 
racing program until Sunday. Not 
counting Monday, when a light rain 
fell, the fair hit showers, some light, 
others lengthy, on Wednesday, 
“thursday, Saturday and today. The 
Lucky Teter daredevil racing pro- 
gram was carried out in the mud 
yesterday afternoon, 

Feature of fair week was a total 
attendance, including last Sunday 





and regardless of rain, that ap- 
proached the 265,000 mark. ‘Big 
Thursday’ went flat but Friday 


prought a 73,000 crowd. 


Restablishment of bingo as a legal 
game marked Thursday. A test case 
in which five bingo hall operators 
in a Reading suburb were tried with 
maintaining a gambling establish- 
ment resulted in a Berks criminal 
court jury verdict of not guilty for 
all five, and an immediate declara- 
tion by District Attorney John A. 
Rieser, who had outlawed bingo last 
spring, that the game would again 
be permitted to operate so long as 


Ernie Young Goes AFA; 
Barnes & Carruthers Nix 


Chicago, Sept. 20. 

Two fair agencies }ere made op- 
posite decisions regarding the 
American Federation of Actors and 
its present campaign to organize 
outdoor performers in the fair and 
carnival busiess. Barnes & Car- 
ruthers agency has walked away 
from the AFA and has stopped nego- 
tiations with the performers’ union. 

On the other hand, the Ernie 
Young agency has signatured all 
articles of the AFA and will co- 
| operate 100% with the union in its 
|campaign. By the agreement the 
| Ycung office in the future will book 
/and utilize only performers who are 
|; members of the AFA on a strict 
| closed shop policy. 
| AFA has made no decision as to 
| what action it will take in the 
| Barnes & Carruthers _ situation. 
Likely that it will send notices to 
all fair sessetaries notifying them 
| of the B. & C. chill-off and will take 
further steps following the mailing 
| of these noti.es. 


3 CARNIVALS 








| 








Chicago, Sept. 20. 
Amalgamation ofthe three largest 
carnivals in the business was set last 








CONSOLIDATE 


week, with indications that two more 
top carnies will be added to the con- 
| solidation this week. Trio now 
| hooked up under a single operation 
S a ae banner are Beckmann & Gerety, 
Bingo men at the fair, = tew | oval American and the Rubin & 
cases, opened Wednesday night and Cherry show 
on Thursday the game was in full | Consolidation represents a_ total 


blast. ‘Skillo’ and other similar | coin merger of around $1,200,000, and 
games also went into play. 


'some 150 cars. This merge discus- 
oe eteks Sebcations Corie | sion and negotiations had been going 


cash prizes and certain other gam- | 
bling features are avoided by oper- 
ators. ‘It can’t be made a racket,’ 
Rieser warned. 








Pennsylvania, where the Allentown 
Fair will open tomorrow, Rieser 
telephoned Cutshell’s office of the 
Berks jury’s verdict. As it had been 
predicted that no Berks jury would 
convict the five bingo operators, 
and as similar predictions were made 
as to neighboring Lehigh county, in 
case bingo men were arrested there, 
it is likely that Cutshell will permit 
Allentown 
games this week as in past seasons. 

The Zacchinis, Emmanuel and 
Mario, who do a double cannonball 
stunt, had a bad afternoon Friday. 
Emmanuel popped out of the cannon 
on schedule time, but Mario failed 
to appear. Because of the danger 
to the crowd, the cannot -ovld not 
be lowered, but finally a me:ner of 
the crew crept into the cannon and 
hauled out Mario, partially uncon- 


scious from the fumes of the first | 


explosion. Although sickened, Mario 


went through with the night per-| 


formance, but another hitch oc- 
curred, Emmanuel was shot out of 
the cannon on schedule time, but 
managers of the act, working Cé¢s- 


perately to keep back the crowds, | 


had to wait two minutes before the 
balky apparatus popped again and 
discharged the second man, Mario 
was in a hospital for a time after 
the afternoon mishap. 


WPA’s Deals 


(Continued from page 49) 

















ently sold to Arch Selwyn and Ralph 
Pincus, who are reported paying the 
regular relief wages. Instance of 
how the players are affected is cited 
on the instance of a colored actress, 
who appeared there in ‘Porgy and 
Bess,’ receiving $175 weekly, but 
having gone relief, is getting $23.50 
from WPA. 
Destroys Protective Machine 

From the actor-artist unions’ view- 
point, WPA, in turning over com- 
plete shows to managers, virtually 


destroys the whole protective mech- | 


anism devised to aid professionals. 
for Which the unions were formed. 
The right of individual bargaining 


would be tossed overboard should | 


Such transactions continue or in- 
crease. Stagehand and musician 


£roups are equally involved, because | 


members on relief would be taking 
the jobs of others who have been 
regularly employed. 

The WPA situation on the Coast 
Was further considered at Monday's 


(19) meeting of the Four A’s and by | 


Equity’s executive committee last 
at (16), but the latter's leaders 
ad already acted on ‘Chillun.’ 





Fair to operate _ bingo | 


|/on for a period of two years. 


| 





HAMID MAY ACQUIRE 
| JERSEY FAIR PLANT 





Trenton, Sept. 20. 

Publicized as a ‘seven day and 
seven night’ attraction, the New 
| Jersey State Fair at Trenton will 
_ open its gates for the 5lst year on 
|Sunday (25). Will be the first time 
in its history that the Fair has been 
operated on a 14-hour daily grind. 

George A. H2mid will be at the 
helm for the third successive year. If 
this yesr’s Fair meets with equal suc- 
cess, Hamid plans taking over event 
and grounds from the Trenton Fair 
Association on a permanent basis and 
running the place on a year-round 
schedule. With pari-mutuel betting 
|in New Jersey now a virtual certain- 
ty by next Spring, the State Fair 
grounds will in all probability be a 
focal ‘point for Jersey and Phila- 
delphia horse race enthusiasts. Mile 
track now used for auto races, with 
| grandstand seating upwards of 20,000, 
| regarded as ideal set up for the pony 
attraction. 





Dodging the Showers 
Minneapolis, Sept. 20. 

Minnesota’s 1939 State Fair will 
/run 10 days, instead of customary 
eight, and will be advanced one 
| week, opening Aug. 26 and closing 
| Sept. 4, Labor Day. 

Earlier opening and longer en- 
gagement were decided upon be- 
/cause records show weather during 
| last week in Aug. is more stable and 
|; warmer. This year it rained five of 
| the eight days and nights and the bad 
| weather cut heavily into attendance 
| which was off more than 50,000 from 
1937, 





| FILLMORE FAIR FIRE 
Lincoln, Sept. 20. 

Fire completely destroyed grand- 
stand and raged through most of the 
midway at the Geneva, Neb., Fill- 
more county fair. Explosion of a 
gasoline stove as the fair neared its 
closing hour started things off. 

Donald Merrill, concessionaire, 
was overcome by smoke for the only 
casualty, 








_ CIRCUS ROUTES 


Week of September 26 
Barnes-Sells-Flote 

Ft. Worth. Tex., 25-27; Dallas, 28-29; 
Denison, 30; Paris, 1. 

Robbins Bros. 

Charleston, S. C., 26; Columbia, 27; 
Greenwood, 28; Augusta, Ga., 29; Savan 
nah, 30: Waycross, 1. 





COLE-BEATTY 
IN COURT AGAIN 


South Bend, Ind., Sept. 20. 

Hearing on a petition filed in the 
United States district court here by 
four performers of the Cole Bros.- 
Clyde Beatty Circus, Inc., of Roches- 
ter, Ind., asking that the court de- 
clare the circus bankrupt and ap- 
point a receiver was continued in- 
definitely Sept. 15 by Judge Thomas 





W. Slick upon mutual consent of 
counsel, 

The petitioners, Irma Aurelia Za- 
vatta, Raffaele Zoppe, Glovanni 


Zoppe and Claude Langlols, through 
their Chicago attorneys Simon H. 
Alster and Albert N. Gaulano asked 
that the court recognize their salary 
claims, and others they represented 
to the amount of $7,500 for services 
rendered. 

Their petition sets out the claim 
that the circus turned over its phy- 
sieal properties to the Associates In- 
vestment company of South Bend, 
to satisfy a $40,000 debt secured by 
mortgage. 





There are 11 foreign acrobats 
stranded with their visiting permits | 
expiring Nov. 4, on account of the 
closing of the Cole show. Now with | 
no funds, their case continued, the 
government getting ready to deport 
them, the acrobats are really up in 
the air and there doesn’t seem to be 
any sort of a net spread under them. 


AFL’S WM. GREEN DENIES 
‘SPANKING’ WHITEHEAD 


Washington, Sept. 20. 

Although official denial has been 
transmitted to Ralph Whitehead, sec- 
retary of the American Federation 
of Actors, by William Green, re- 
garding any chastisement contem- 
plated by the American Federation 
of Labor for the manner in which 
AFA handled the Ringling Bros.- 
Barnum & Bailey circus situation, dis- 
cussion has been on and is going on 
relative to the situation. It will be 
recalled that Green recently said the 
Federation would cooperate in ef- 
forts to revive the circus as an 
American institution, which appears 
to some labor officials here as being 
an indirect rebuke for Whitehead. 

Copy of telegram which Green 
sent Whitehead to disavow verbal 
spanking or otherwise being planned 
by the A.F. of L. follows: 

‘I most emphatically disavow the 
article published in Vanrety to 
which you refer in your telegram. I 
repudiate it in the name of the 
American Federation of Labor. 
There was no basis for it and no au- 
thorization for its publication by 
any officer of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor.’ 











French Directors 











(Continued from page il) 





those turned out by Marcel Carne 
and Pierre Chenal. 

Duvivier is now in Hollywood, 
having worked on Metro’s ‘Great 
Waltz.’ Renoir is currently known 
in this country for turning out 
‘Grand Illusion.’ Clair is recognized 
as having turned out a number of 
b.o. films in France but most re- 
cently has been in Engiand produc- 
ing ‘Break the News,” with Maurice 
Chevalier. 

Of the new directors, Pierre 
Chenal is known for his ‘Crime and 
Punishment,’ but possibly will not 
be rated as high as the veterans un- 
til more of his works are seen in 
America. Carne’s efforts thus far 
are just being talked about in this 
country though reputedly a coming 
director in France. 

G. W. Pabst and Ludvig Berger, 
German refugees, both of whom 
have been to Hollywood, now are 
back in France to do pictures. 

And though this trend is develop- 
ing, there still are some outstanding 
stars who mean something to the box 
office in this country. They include 
Jean Gabin, Harry Baur, Pierre 
Fresnay, Charles Boyer, Simone 
Simon, Annabella and Danielle Dar- 
rieux, French are hoping that her 
current effort in France for Renoir— 
‘Human Beast’ with Jean Gabin— 
will help restore Miss Simon to her 
prestige with French audiences. 


Football 


By Nat 


Kahn 





King Football grabs the spotlight 
of Amerita’s sportsdom this Satur- 
day with the official opening of the 
1938 season. 


This year, in the east, it looks like 
Pittsburgh is tops; Minnesota should 
set the pace in the midwest; Rice in 
the southwest; Louisiana State in the 
deep south; Alabama in the south- 
east, and Washington’s Huskies on 
the Coast. Here go the first week’s 
picks, comprising only the outstand- | 
ing games in the country: 

Alabama-U:S.C. 

Alabama, potentially one of thr | 
south’s topnotch teams, should re- 
turn to the Coast once to no avail. 
In the New Year’s Day Rose Bowl 
classic last season, the Crimson Tide 
dropped a 13-0 decision to Califor- 
nia. This team, after too many fruit- 
less seasons of late, should be a’ ban- 
ner one for Howard Jones’ Trojans, | 
who are rated next to Washington 
as the cream on the Pacific Coast. 


Oklahoma A. & M.-Arkansas 
Arkansas has lost several of those! 





| 


exact its toll as the season goes 
along. However, the Coast team still 
has enough of what it takes to get 
by in the initialer. 

Texas-Kansas 

Kansas’ good backfield should off- 
set a weak line to come through for 
a close one over weak Texas. 

Mississippi-L.S.U. 

This is State’s year—it’s packed 
just chockful of power from end to 
end, and in the backfield, while Mis- 
sissippi’s green team is teo tough a 
hurdle for Ed Walker’s coaching 


| successor, Harry Mehre. State should 


take this one with plenty to spare. 
Washington-Minnesota 

This should stack up as one of the 
season’s best games, between the 
prospective leaders on the Coast and 
in the midwest, respectively. Wash- 
ington is touted as the Rose Bowl 
host this’ season while Minnesota, 
aided with a good backfield, should 
give plenty of trouble in this game 
with the Huskies. Being played in 
Minneapolis, the Gophers stamping 
grounds, should aid them consider- 





By Nat 


Probable Football Winners 
And Proper Odds 


(Sept. 24, 1938) 


Kahn 











Boyer, Annabella and Miss Dar- 
rieux all are making pictures in | 
America but are smart enough to re- 


+} turn to France at least once a year 
ito make a feature. 





(Predictions Based 


GAMES WINNERS ODDS 
Alabama at Univ. eof Se. Califormia .U.S.C. ......ccccccccccccccss Even 
Okla. A. & M. at Arkanmsas..... | eee ee rey ae 8/5 
St. Mary’s at California............ ery errs Tre 9/5 
Po rrr ee BOOR s iceacusnisaeebacanes 7/5 
so eR ek ee ey rere eee 2 Aer Pee eee: Peer re W/5 
WOUS GE THOS 666 kd os kc daenesa ES arene ho 6/5 
Mississippi at La. State U.......... a Sf Se-ec cv asauus veese 2/1 
Washington at Minnesota .......... po I ee Even 
William and Mary at Navy......... oe SERS Cr ee ae ee 9/5 
Washington State at Oregon .......Oregom .......cccccccecccees 7/5 
Idahe at Oregon State ............ BO cas 66 vad cc eeeeneebene 6/5 
Centenary at Texas Christian U....T.0.U. .....cccccccccscccess - 8/5 


on Fair Weather) 








passing stars of last season and | 
should be considerably weaker this | 
year but still seems to hold enough 
to upset the Aggies, who, however, 
loom bigger and stronger. 


St. Mary’s-California 
Slip Madigan has another colorful | 
team again this year in the Gallop- | 
ing Gaels, particularly with the re- 
doubtable Jerry Dowd, center, one | 
of the nation’s outstanding punters, 
but still doesn’t seem to have enough 
to upset last year’s Rose Bowl cham- 
pions. The Bears haven't the attack 
of last year and it’s a question of 
their rebuilding for this season but 
they'll be giving the top teams a 
battle. " 
Detroit-Purdue 


Detroit packs too many guns for 
the steamless Boilermakers, whose 
only attack functioned last season 
with Cecil Isbell in the lineup. With 
him gone, prospects don’t look any 
teo good against the Titans, who wiil | 
be sporting a veteran team, whose 
scoring potentialities, while dimin- 
ished by the loss of their galloping 
back of last season, Andy Farkas, 
still packs plenty of dynamite. 


Towa-U.C.L.A. 


Iowa has plenty of reserves and 
lettermen left from last season and 
should serve as a stiff opener for the 
Uclans, whose lack of reserve will 





ably but the Huskies get the cdge in 
this one. . 


William and Mary-Navy 
William and Mary has served as 
the Middies’ season opener for some 
years now. For the first time in some 
seasons it looks a little more than a 
breather for the gobs. True, W-M 


| hasn’t got much, but Navy is fairly 


mediocre this season. However, rah, 
rah, Nav-ee. 


Washington State-Oregon 

A veteran team should push Orr- 
gon among the topflight, although 
picking this game with Washington 
Siate is a problem. State is rated, 
as are all Coast teams this year, in 
the foreground. Oregon should get 
the win, however, but only after a 
struggle. 

Idahe-Oregon State 

The long trip to Oregon may take 
at lot out of the reserveless Idahoans, 
but they hold enough to win. Oregon 
State full of soph talent. 

Centenary-Texas Christian 

T.C.U. is the top team but Cen- 
tenary can’t be sold short. The lat- 
ter became known last year as the 
smallie that became the giant-killer 
when it upset Southern Methodist 
and T.C.U., the latter by 10-9. Davie 
O'Brien’s great passing arm should 
turn the trick for the Christians this 
Saturday. 





May Quit Italy | 


i 
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technique would be not unlike that) 
pursued in Germany currently. | 
There the tendency is to bar any film | 
that is calculated to dwarf a Ger- | 
man production. Other spokesmen | 
claim that apparently Italy and) 
Italian producers merely want to! 
benefit from American methods and | 
technical perfection for what it was | 
worth in their own producing. 


Nationalization decree apparently 
does not forbid foreign companies | 
from operating exchanges in Italy. | 
But distribution will be handled by | 
the government agency set up for 
that specific purpose, with choice of 
product, rentals, etc., in this agency's 
hands. 

Trend towards taking over all dis- 
tribution in Italy has been brewing 
for months, according to informa- 
tion in N. ¥. Most definite sign | 
pointing in that direction was reduc- | 
tion of the number of films allowed 
in Italy by quota provisions. Offi-| 





in N. Y. film offices Thursday (15) 
but clarification of different clauses 
was still being sought this week. 





British Co. Quits Rome 
London, Sept. 10. 

Mario Zampi, producing English- 
speaking version here of ‘A Source 
of Irritation’ for British distribution 
by Two Cities Films, has been asked 
to quit Italy because of the fact his 
company is Jewish-controlled. 

Two Cities Co. denies Zampi was 
shown the door, but aver they re- 
called him on their own account, de- 
ciding to transfer production to this 
country. Company has csready re- 
ceived one Italian-made picture, but 
planned to do whole series, and was 
understood to have been financed by 
Italian sources, government co-op- 
erating to attract producers to Rome 
studios. 


More than one British film con- 
cern, which had made, er was mak- 
ing arr.ngements for production of 
pictures in- Italy, has found it ex- 
pedient to cancel these commitments, 
This is in line with a systematie 
blacklisting carmpaign organized here 
when Mussolini announced an anti- 


| cial word of the decree was received | Jewish campaign. 
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ELL, we’ve covered about 25,000 

miles during the past few months. 
It was great getting around the country 
and seeing our friends; I only wish we'd 
had time to visit more places. But we’re 
back in New York now and here are 
our plans. We open at the New York 
Paramount on September 28th for our 
third engagement within a year. (They 
tell me we're the first orchestra to do 
this.) Starting the second week in October, 
we'll be playing at the Hotel New Yorker, 
(thanks to Rockwell-O’Keefe, who ar- 
ranged the booking). We'll continue our 
exclusive contract for Victor records. 
And every Wednesday night, as usual, 
at 8:30 we go on the NBC Red Net- 
work tor Raleigh and KGDL Cigarettes, 
going into our third year in November 
on this BBDO-produced program. So, 
we'll be seeing you. 

















